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T o  the  Generous  and  Pious 

Mr.  THOMAS  HOLLIS 


of  L  O  N  D  O  N. 


Once  more  falute  you  as  my  own 
and  my  Country’ %  Friend,  or  rather 
as  a  Father  of  my  dear  Mother , 
HARVARoCoLLEGEin  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  New-England ;  and  I  do 
it  with  a  load  •voice ,  having  no  private  intcrelf 
in  view  from  it. 


I  thank  (he  good  Providence  which  led  me  in¬ 
to  that  happy  corrcfpondcnce  with  you,  whereby 
the  common  interefts  of  religion  and  learning  in 
this  my  native  country  has  been  fo  greatly 
ferv'd. 

Little  could  I  think  when  1  was  writing  to 
your  worthy  Brother ,  Mr.  John  Holla ,  anno 
1719.  in  favour  of  two  poor  Orphans  to  whom 
he  fhow'd  himfelt  a  Father ,  that  in  what  I  laid 
to  him  of  our  Colledge,  GOD  was  laying  a 
foundation  for  fo  many  great  Benefactions  to 
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a  '  *12ve  ^I!cc  flow’d  from  your  opened  heart 
and  hand.  To  GOD  be  all  the  - 


lor  his  own  Name  fake  has  (hewn  this  kindnefs 

unto  fits  people  and  churches  in  tlicle  ‘Pro- 
r vmces ; 


It  was  I  fuppofe  the  account  I  gave  of  that 
ftcc  and  cathohck  air  we  breath  at  our  little 
Cambridge ,  that  took  your  generous  heart  and 
fued  it  on  us.  This  liberty  of  learning  among 
us  was  always  my  own  pride  and  pleafure,  and 
l  hope  it  never  will  be  entangled  with  a  joke 
oj  Bondage ,  the  impofition  of  Oaths  and  Sub- 
Jci  ip t ions .  1  he  Tons  of  all  protejlants  without 

diifin&ion  (whether  Epifcopal ,  Baptift \  Con - 
gregat  ional  or  Presbyterian )  do  equally  enjoy 
the  priviledge  of  a  liberal  education  with  us. 
Our  doois  and  our  hearts  are  open  to  all  comers 
for  knowledge  and  wifdom,  lo  far  as  we  have 
any  thing  cl  it  to  impart  and  communicate. 

And  now  a  good  GOcD  has  rewarded  us  for  this 
oui  right  eoufne/s ,  in  the  place  which  it  has  procu¬ 
red  us  in  your  cftccin  and  good  will;  and  from  you 
we  have  received  a  Trofepr  of  Divinity,  and  al- 
fo  of  Ala tk e ma ticks  and  of  natural  arid  experi- 
vient  alP  hi ! ojophy  :  befides  your  yearly  exhibitions 
tor  ever  to  ten  poor  ftudents,  defigned  for  the 
/acred  Minijtry ,  whole  parts,  diligence  and  vir¬ 
tue  fhall  recommend  them  to  your  bounty. 

Nor  may  1  omit  to  mention  the  rich  addition 
you  have  made  to  ourpublick  Library ^  thebe- 
brew  andgreek  Types  with  which  you  have  ador¬ 
ned  us,  and  tiie  noble  apparatus  lor  a  courfe  of 
experimental philofophy  with  which  you  have  en¬ 
riched  us.  What 
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What  thanks  can  we  now  render  you,  dear 
Sir,  equal  to  our  obligations,  after  fuch  a  flow 
of  your  goodnefs  to  us ;  altogether  undeferved 
by  us  and  unloughr.  Or  rather  what  thanks 
fhall  we  render  to  GOD  for  you?  Who  has 
made  you  to  us  what  you  are.  It  is  his  doing 
and  marvelous  in  our  eyes.  Nor  have  you  done 
it  unto  us,  but  unto  Chrift,  who  will  openly 
acknowledge  in  the  great  Day  what  is  done 
to  the  leafi  of  his,  and  it  fhall  be  recompenfed  at 
the  refur  reel  ion  of  the  juft. 

I  rejoice  greatly  that  I  can  inform  you  of  the 
happy  fruits  ot  your  bounties  which  we  fee  al¬ 
ready  among  us,  in  the  fhining  gifts,  graces  and 
ufefulnefs  of  divers  young  minifters  who  have 
been  your  fcholars.  I  could  name  and  glory  in 
’em,  in  the  profpedf  of  great  fervice  from  them, 
by  the  will  of  God,  in  their  generation.  And 
I  hope  they  are  but  a  handful  of  firft  fruits ,  a 
fpecimen  and  earned  of  a  great  harvefl  from 
your  foundations  in  times  to  come. 

Pofllbly  lb  me  may  think,  that  thefe  things 
might  better  have  come  from  me  if  I  had  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  Prefident’s-Cbair ,  when  the  Go- 
vernours  of  the  Colledge  were  pleafcd  to  eletl 
and  invite  me  into  it.  Bur  though  I  had  rcafon 
to  excufe  my  felf  from  that  honour  and  trull, 
yet  this  repeated  acknowledgment  of  your  mu¬ 
nificence  to  us,  and  of  God's  gracious  blefling 
on  it,  may  well  become  me.  Nor  while  my 
name  Hands  on  your  picture  in  the  publick 
Hall,  by  your  own  will  and  aft,  will  any 
think  that  I  prefume  too  far  in  this  public  ad- 
drels  of  thanks  to  you.  You 
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You  have  your  felf  given  me  a  right  above 
any  one  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  an  obliged 
grateful  Country  :  And  it  is  as  its  friend,  and 
not  my  own,  that  I  love  and  honour  you  :  Nor 
have  I  ever  had  any  private  and  oblique  refped 
unto  my  felf,  but  fingly  and  folely  to  the  pu¬ 
blic  Good,  in  the  long  courfe  of  letters  that 
have  palled  between  us,  for  more  than  feven 
years  part.  I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  if  I  have  not 
added  toward  you  and  my  country  a  finccre,  open 
and  difinterefted  part.  It  may  be  meet  for  me 
to  fpeak  thus  upon  my  refigning  the  place  I  have 
held  in  the  Reverend  Corporation. 

And  now  to  add  a  word  upon  the  fmall token 
of  refpect  here  prelented  unto  you.  As  I  doubt 
not  but  the  fubjepl  is  as  pleafant  and  acceptable 
to  your  gracious  heart  as  any  I  could  have  cho- 
fen ;  fo  I  promife  my  felf  that  I  could  not  put 
the  Sermons  into  a  more  candid  and  friendly 
hand  than  yours,  whatever  defeats  you  may  lee 
in  them.  1  hope  they  are  compoled  in  a  plain 
fcriptural flyle  and  method,  for  the  profit  of  the 
meaneft,  and  yet  that  the  more  knowing  chrifti- 
ans  may  reap  fomc  advantage  by  them. 

It  is  and  has  been  th c  favourite  fubjed  in  the 
courle  of  my  ftudies  for  the  pulpit,  and  they  are 
but  a  few  of  many  like  facr ament al  difeourfes 
lying  by  me  :  what  we  moil  love  our  lelves  we 
are  apt  to  be  partial  unto,  and  out  of  it  to  make 
our  offerings  to  our  friends. 

And  moreover,  while  our  honoured  and  be¬ 
loved 
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loved  Brethren  *  with  you  are  making  their 
goodly  offerings  to  the  honour  of  the  bleffed  Re  ¬ 
deemer  ;  I  am  ambitious  alfo  to  bring  fornething 
to  the  facred  Treafury,  and  of  my  penury  to  caff 
in  this  poor  mite ,  while  the  richer  are  calling  in 
of  their  abundance. 

I  ask  their  and  your  prayers.  Sir,  to  inglo¬ 
rious  Saviour ,  to  whole  honour  and  fcrvicc  I 
dedicate  thefe  humble  labours  (as  you  do  all  your 
pious  donations  to  us  and  others)  that  they  may 
find  acceptance  with  Him ,  and  be  bleffed  by 
Him  for  laving  good  to  precious  fouls. 

*  Mr.  IV.  Harris  his  Principal  Reprefenrations  of  the  Mef- 
pab  thro’  the  Old  Teft  ament :  And  Mr.  Watts  his  Sermons  on 
fhe  Propitiation  of  C hr ifi  \  Vol.  3.  &c. 


Benjamin  Coleman . 

Bojlon ,  N.  E. 

Sept.  20.  1727. 
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R  E  A  D  E 


THE  pleafure  of friendjhip  and  converfe  with 
thofe  we  love  and  value ,  efpecially  at  a 
great  diftance  from  one  another  j  is  one  of 
the  noblefl  delights  of  life ,  and  comes  near- 
yt  to  the  communion  with  faints  in  heaven.  By  this 
means  mens  different  talents  are  communicated  to  the 
vr eat  eft  diftance ,  and  like  the  effects  of  foreign  mer- 

: 'handife ,  we  partake  of  the  riches  of  the  remote (l 
:ountries . 

The  following  Difcourfes  preached  upon  facramental 
Hcafions ,  are  excellently  fitted  to  the  tafte  of  ferious 
thrift  tans ;  and  to  the  fpecial  purpofes  they  were  de- 
rtgned  to  ferve.  The  reader  will  find  fie  o  f  the 
mftfpiritual  and  evangelical  fubjetts,  treated  with  a 
vein  of  good  fenfe  and  true  piety  j  [acred  truth  agree¬ 
ably  reprefented ,  animated  with  a  truly  Chriftian  fpi- 

rit'anj  eve/y  where  fubfervient  to  practical 
lodlmefs ,  the  great  deftgn  of  the  Gofpel  revelation. 

The  worthy  Author  needs  not  any  commendation 
rom  others,  to  whom  a  long  courje  of  eminent  fer~ 
vices  to  Church  and  State ,  in  his  own  country ,  and  the 
nghefi  honours  and  refpetts  paid  him  there  5  are  the 

truefl 


To  the  Reader. 


trueft  praife.  We  think  our  Reverend  Brother  has 
been  fo  remarkably  circumftancedj  as  to  be  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  his  life ,  the  youngeft  and  eldeft  paflor 
in  the  town  of  Bofton  y  and  by  his  own  labours  and 
his  interefl  in  others ,  has  perhaps  been  an  infer  u - 
ynent  in  the  hand  of  God  of  as  great  fervice  to  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Learning ,  to  the  Church  and  the  College 5  as 
any  man  of  his  time :  his  wifdom  and  moderation ,  his 
zeal  and  integrity ,  in  his  whole  conduct  fo  amiable 
and  illuflrious  in  a  degenerate  age ,  mu  ft  needs  render 
him  dear  to  all  the  fencere  friends  of  both . 

We  heartily  pray  his  life  and  labours  may  be  long 
continued ,  with  a  large  incrcafe  of  all  kinds  of  bleft 
fing ,  and  the  peculiar  advantages  of  long  experience 
and  obfervation  j  while  God  is  making  breaches  in 
*  ^V-Je™~^that  place ,  by  removing  other  eminent  #  perfons from 
D?0 cot  tot  them  $  and  we  recommend  this  volume  of  his  Sermons , 
Mather,  as  well  as  the  excellent  Difcourfe  on  the  Parable  ot 
the  Virgins,  long  fence  printed  at  London*  to  the  fee- 
nous  perufal  of  the  Chriftian  reader ,  and  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  b  l effing. 


Edm.  Callamy* 
]cr.  Hunt. 

I.  Watts. 

W.  Harris. 
Dan.  Neal. 
John  Evans* 
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Chris  t’s  Delights  in  the  Sons 

of  Men. 

Proverbs  viii.  31. 

Rejoicing  in  the  habitable  part  of 
his  earth 3  and  my  delights  were 
with  the  Jons  of  men. 

T  is  the  Redeemer,  the  perfonal  and  eter¬ 
nal  wifdotn,  who  is  here  fpeaking  ;  and 
he  fpeaks  of  hhnfilf.  He  fpeaks  alio 
unto  and  of  the  fins  of  men :  He  declares 
the  delights  and  pleafures  he  had  in  them 
from  the  days  of  eternity,  and  his  everlafting  ptr- 

pofe  and  counfel  for  their  falvation. 

B  From, 


t 
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Christ’s  'Delights  in 

From  the  22d  verfe  of  the  chapter  he  fpeaks  of 
his  own  eternal  being  and  generation,  that  the  Lord 
L°JfeJftd  him  in  the  beginning  of  his  way ,  before  his 
works  of  old  *,  that  he  was  jet  up  from  everlafting. , 
from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was:  And  from 
the  27th  verfe  he  goes  on  to  fpeak  of  his  glorious 
agency  in  the  creation  of  all  things  vifible  to  us ; 
when  he  prepared  the  heavens  I  was  there ,  and  when 
he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth  *,  then  was  I 
by  him  as  one  brought  up  with  him ,  and  I  was  daily 
his  delight ,  rejoicing  always  before  lorn  *,  rejoicing  in 
the  habitable  part  of  his  earth ,  and  my  delights  were 
with  the  fons  of  men. 

Who  can  read  thofe  words  and  not  compare 
them  with  the  fublime  beginning  of  the  gofpel  of 

john  ?  In  the  beginning  was  the  word ,  and  the  word 
was  with  God ,  and  the  word  was,  God  ;  the  fame  was 
in  the  beginning  with  God:  All  things  were  made  by 
him%  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that 
was  made :  In  him  was  life ,  and  the  life  was  the  light 
of  men. 

I  know  not  how  we  can  conceive  or  fpeak  more 
plainly  and  diftinbtly  on  fuch  words  as  thefe,  than 

after  this  manner  ;  That  the  0  A oy(5k,  the  word 
and  wifdom  here  fpoken  of,  or  fpeaking  of  him- 
felf,  is  a  divine  perfon,  infinite  and  eternal,  one  in 
being  and  in  operation  with  the  Father  *,  whofe  com¬ 
placency  is  mutual,  infinite  and  from  everlafting 
in  each  other  ;  as  one  God,  evermore  blefled  *, 
when  no  angel  or  man,  the  heavens  nor  the  earth 
had  yet  any  being  or  exiftence. 

But  without  prying  into  this  awful  darknefs  or 
dazling  light,  wherein  God  neceflarily  dwells,  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  mortal  eyes  *,  let  my  text  re¬ 
veal  and  declare  to  us  the  only-begotten  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  immenfly  blefled  in  his  bofom,  and  yet  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  farefight,  idea  and  purpofe.  of  this 

earth 


the  Sons  o/  Men.  sj 

earth  of  ours,  and  its  inhabitants  the  fons  of  men, 
hereafter  to  be  created. 

For  my  text  fuppofes,  what  is  true  of  all  crea¬ 
tures  and  of  all  the  works  of  God,  that  they  were 
always  prefent  and  exilting  in  the  immenfe  eternal 
7tiind ;  the  heavens  and  all  their  holts,  the  earth 
and  every  liar  that  rolls  in  the  immeafurable  fpaces 
around  us-,  they  were  all  prefent  to  the  Father ,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  when  as  yet  there  were  none 
of  them  brought  forth  into  their  prefent  being. 
And  then  it  was  that  the  Son  of  God  fingled  out 
this  earth  of  ours  from  among  all  the  ltars  and 
■planets  that  furround  us ;  to  diftinguifh  it  with  a 
peculiar  pleafure  in  it,  for  the  fake  of  mankind  the 
defigned  inhabitants  of  it :  Rejoicing  in  the  habita¬ 
ble  part  of  his  earth ,  and  his  delights  were  with  the 
fons  of  men. 

God  did  not  delight  in  the  earth  meerly  for  its 
own  fake -,  though  he  faw  every  thing  that  he  had 
made,  and  behold  it  Was  very  good.  It  was  not  for 
the  treafures  of  gold  and  filver  hid  in  the  bowels 
of  it,  nor  for  its  beauteous  furface  and  the  rich 
products  of  it,  nor  for  the  living  creatures  on  the 
land  and  in  the  air  but  in  the  habitable  part  of  the 
earth  was  his  delight,  even  in  the  fons  of  men.  It 
fhould  be  a  very  pleafing  meditation  to  us,  and 
fhould  much  affect  us. 

Doctrine.  That  the  Son  of  God  had  from  eternity 
a  great  pleafure  and  delight  in  the  fons  of  men. 

A  molt  honorary  and  comfortable  truth  to  man  ! 
a  truth  full  of  grace.  We  will  enquire,  I.  How 
it  appears  to  be  fo  ?  II.  Whence  it  was  ?  and  fo  ap¬ 
ply  it.  _  . 

I.  HoW  does  it  appear  that  the  Son  of  God  had 
from  eternity  a  pleafure  in  the  fons  of  men  ? 

I  anfwer,  i.  from  his  faying  fo,  and  2.  front  the 
manifeft  effects  thereof. 

B  a  He 
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i.  He  fays  it,  in  fo  many  exprefs  words,  in  my 
text ;  he  affirms  and  declares  it  ofhimfelf  and  is  to 
be  believed  ;  yea  we  are  fure  that  he  is  true  and 
has  told  us  the  truth  :  For  this  is  his  name  (af  The 
faithful  and  true  witnefs  *,  He  that  is  holy  and  he  that 
is  true .  He  is  not  a  meer  man  that  he  fhould  err 
or  deceive  :  Tho’  he  be  the  fon  of  man,  yet  he  is  al¬ 
io  the  Son  of  God  ^  and  the  holinefs  and  truth  of 
God  is  in  him.  Who  fhould  bear  witnefs  of  him 
but  himfelf,  and  the  Father  that  fent  him?  for  who 
knoweth  the  Father  but  the  Son ,  or  the  Son  but  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ?  Tho 9  he  bear  record  of  himfelf  yet  his  record  is 
true  j  for  as  hehasfaid,  John  viii.  14.  I  know  whence 
}  came  and  whither  I  go. 

Fie  is  the  true  light  and  came  forth  from  God, 
and  for  this  caufe  came  he  into  the  world  to  bear 
witnefs  to  the  truth .  Him  hath  God  the  Father  feal- 
ed,  and  we  muff  receive  his  Tefimony .  He  has  re¬ 
vealed  to  us  of  himfelf,  that  before  all  worlds  he 
was  with  the  Father  *,  and  we  believe  his  everlafting 
exiftence :  And  he  has  told  us  that  then  (before 
all  worlds)  his  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men  ; 
and  we  believe  the  declaration  of  his  grace. 

I  might  add,  that  he  has  lpoken  of  his  delights 
in  his  eleft  under  the  moft  excelling  allufions  and 
comparifons:  Fie  joyes  in  ’em  as  a  father  (Jo)\  he 
fees  his  feed ;  he  lays  of  them,  Behold  I  and  the  chiU 
dren  which  thou  hajl  given  me :  He  delights  in  them 
as  his  brethren ,  faying,  Go  to  my  brethren  (c),  and 
I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren  :  Fie  rejoi¬ 
ces  over  them  as  a  bridegroom  (d)\  and  he  is  the 
good  fhepherd  (<?),  the  fhepherd  and  bifhop  of  fouls ,  that 
giveth  his  life  for  the  Jheep.  Such  is  Chrift  to  his  e- 
left  in  his  mediatorial  offices  *,  from  which  we  may 

(a)  Rev.  i.  iii  7.  (b)  Ifai.  liiu  10.  Heb.  ii.  r? 

{c)  John  >x.  17.  (4)  Ud.  lxii*  5.  Matth.  xxv.  1.  (e)  John  x 

1 4.  1  Pet.  ii.  25. 
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argue  his  everlafting  delights  in  them.  I  go  on 
therefore 

2.  To  confider  the  many  glorious  effetts ,  the  o- 
ther  proof  and  evidence,  or  his  complacency  in  the 
fons  of  men.  For  he  has  loved  them  not  in  word 
and  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.  We  read 
of  his  delights  in  man’s  creation ,  we  fee  more  of  it 
in  his  redemption. 

1.  If  we  confider  the  account  which  God  has  gi¬ 
ven  us  of  his  creating  man  upon  the  earth,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  his  delights  were  great  in  the  creature 
which  he  was  about  to  produce  and  form.  With 
what  pleafure  did  the  Lord  God  fpeak,  Gen.  i. 
26.  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image ,  after  our  likenefe: 
So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image ,  in  the  image  of 
God  created  he  him .  Was  here  a  great  diftindlion  in 
man’s  formation,  in  refped  of  "the  folemnity  with 
"which  it  is  introduced  ?  more  methinks  in  refpedt  of 
the  affettion  and  delight  exprefled.  Is  there  council 
call’d  for  (as  it  were)  in  man’s  formation  ?  more  is 
there  of  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  exprefied  in  it. 
All  is  manifestly  faid  and  done  with  delight. 

2.  But  it  is  more  efpecially  in  the  undertaking 
and  effecting  of  the  work  of  man’s  redemption^  that 
the  Son  of  God  has  fhown  his  joy  in  the  inhabitants 
of  this  earth,  and  his  delights  to  have  been  from  e- 
verlafting  in  the  fons  of  men.  Known  unto  God  are 
all  his  works  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world . 
It  was  upon  the  eternal  forefight  of  the  fin  and  mi- 
fery  of  the  excellent  and  beloved  creature  man, 
that  the  eternal  Son  of  God  entertained  the  counfel 
and  purpofe  of  his  redemption.  His  delight  in 
man  was  lb  great,  (and  fo  did  he  rejoice  in  his 
work,  which  in  itlelf  was  honourable  and  glorious) 
that  he  could  not  fee  him  utterly  perifh.  Let  me 
fave  him,  faid  he,  for  a  bleffing  is  in  him . 

j  _ 
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1.  His  delights  from  everlafting  in  the  Tons  of 
men  were  the  foundation  of  the  covenant  of  redemp¬ 
tion  between  the  Father  and  the  Son  before  all 
worlds :  or  in  other  words,  of  an  eternal  counfel 
purpofe  and  decree  to  fave  an  eleft  number  of  the 
children  of  fallen  Adam,  The  fcripture  leads  us 
to  conceive  of  fuch  an  everlafting  counfel ,  where¬ 
in  the  Son  of  God  did  from  his  gracious  and  inef¬ 
fable  delights  in  a  chofen  number  of  the  fons  of 
men,  voluntarily  undertake  to  be  a  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man  *,  and  in  fuch  a  way  as  might 
fecure  the  honour  of  God’s  holinefs  and  the  rights 
of  his  juftice  to  bring  them  all  ( whofe  names  were 
written  in  the  book  oj  life )  into  a  ftate  of  favour 
with  God,  and  unto  eternal  bleflednefs  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  him.  Now  what  can  be  more  expreflive 
of  a  delight  in  the  fons  of  men,  than  fuch  a  purpofe 
and  counfel  of  grace  for  their  redemption  and  fal- 
vation  ?  The  Pfalmift  fpeaking  of  it,  prefaces  it 
with  this  admiring  acknowledgment,  Pfalm  xl.  5* 
.Man)  O  Lord  my  God ,  are  thy  wonderful  works  which 
thou  haft  done,  and  thy  thoughts  which  are  to  us-ward  5 
they  cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order  unto  thee  ;  if  I 
would  declare  and  [peak  of  them ,  they  are  more  than  can 
he  number d.  And  lo  the  Apoftle  ipeaks  of  it,  Eph. 
i.  4.  According  as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world ,  that  we  Jhould  be  holy  *, 
having  predefl mated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  child)  en 
by  Jefus  Chrijl  to  himfelf  ,  according  to  the  good  plea- 
fire  of  his  will.  And  to  add  no  more,  with  what 
delight  in  them  did  our  Lord  pray  for  them  in  his 
dying  prayer  ?  Johnxwiw 9,  10.  I  pray  for  them, 
I  pray  not  for  the  world ,  but  for  them  which  thou  haft 
given  me ,  for  they  are  thine:  And  all  mine  are  thine , 
and  thine  are  mine ,  and  I  am  glorified  in ^  them . 

2.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time  the  Son  of  God  mam- 

fefted  his  delights  in  the  Ions  of  men,  by  taking 
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the  humane  nature ,  and  being  found  in  fafhion  as 
a  man.  For  becaufe  the  children  are  partakers  of 
flejh  and  blood ,  he  alfo  himfelf  took  part  of  the  fame: 
for  verily  he  took  not  the  nature  of  Angel sy  but  the  feed 
of  A Ibrahajn  (a).  Myfterious  pleafure  in  the  ions 
of  men  !  the  great  my  fiery  of  godlinefs ,  God  was  ma- 
?iifefi  in  the  flejh .  I  fluids  Lo  I  come  ;  a  body  haft  thou 
prepared  for  me  (b).  His  incarnation  was  luch  an 
evidence  of  his  delights  in  man,  as  only  his  fufferings 
and  dying  for  us  could  furpafs.  God  fent  forth  his 
[on  ?nade  of  a  woman ,  made  under  the  law  ;  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law ,  and  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  fins  (c).  What  delights  in 
man  do  both  the  end  and  means  exprefs  ?  Verily 
the  like  was  never  Ihown  to  the  angelick  nature. 

3.  Yet  further.  He  had  that  pleafure  in  man  and 
in  his  redemption,  that  he  took  our  nature  to  be 
poor  and  low ,  to  fuffer  and  die  in  it.  For  our  fake 
he  became  poor ,  that  we  thro 9  his  poverty  may  be  made 
rich  (d):  We  fee  here  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus . 
We  fee  him  not  only  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels  \  which  alone  might  well  make  us  fay  with 
wonder  and  thankfulnefs  {efi  Lord ,  what  is  man  that 
thou  vifiteft  him!  but  we  fee  him  make  himfelf 
of  no  reputation  (/),  and  take  the  form  of  a  fervant , 
and  become  obedient  to  death ,  even  the  death  of  the 
crofs  \  tafting  this  death  for  every  man.  He  faw 
forrow  and  fhame  in  his  way,  for  kind  and  degree 
the  moft  bitter  and  ignominious,  if  he  undertook 
our  redemption;  yet  he  freely  chofe  them,  and 
endured  the  crofs  and  defpifed  the  fhame.  He  gave 
his  back  to  the  f  niters ,  and  his  face  to  their  filthy 
[pitting.  The  moft  hated  thing  to  his  holy  foul 

(*)  Heb.  ii  14,  16.  ( b )  H:b.  x.  5,  9.  (c)  Gal.  iv.  4,  * 

(J)  %  Cor.  viii.  9.  [e)  Heb.  ii.  7,  9.  (f)  Phil.  ii.  7,  s] 
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was  fin  yet  he  yielded  to  be  made  fin  and  a 
curfe  for  us,  to  redeem  us  there-from.  What,  like 
to  thisy  was  ever  done  to  exprefs  a  pleafure  in  an¬ 
other’s  happinefs.  He  took  our  blood  to  fhed  it 
for  us  ;  he  took  a  humane  foul  and  life  to  make 
an  offering  of  it ;  that  he  might  expiate  and  make 
atonement  for  man’s  fin. 

4.  The  infinite  blejfings  purchas’d  by  him  for  his 
elect,  the  everlafting  mercy  and  glory  promis’d  to 
them  in  his  wordy  do  abundantly  exprefs  and  evi¬ 
dence  his  infinite  delights  in  them.  The  benefits  of 
redemption  fhow  the  delights  of  the  Redeemer  in 
hischofenand  called,  in  his  juftified  and  fan&ified, 
the  many  fins  whom  he  brings  to  glory .  What  can 
the  Kin  o*  of  heaven  do  more  for  the  men  whom  he 
delighteth  to  honour  ?  Rom.  viii.  29,  30.  For  whom 
be  did  foreknow  he  alfio  did  predeftinate  to  be  conform¬ 
ed  to  the  image  of  his  Son ,  that  he  might  be  the  firfi 
born  among  many  brethren:  Moreover ,  whom  he  did 
predefiinate  them  he  alfio  called ,  and  whom  he  called 
them  he  alfio  juftified ,  and  whom  he  juftified  them  he 
alfo  glorified.  Thefe  are  the  great  and  marvellous 
things  whereby  the  great  God,  the  father  oi 
fpirits  and  the  Father  of  mercies,  exprefies  his  ever¬ 
lafting  love  to  and  pleafure  in  the  election  of  his 
graced  Ephefi  ii.  4,  5,  6.  God  who  is  rich  in  mer - 
Cy  f0r  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  uSy  even 
when  we  were  dead  in  fins  hath  quickned  us  together 
with  Chrifi  *,  (by  grace  ye  are  fiaved)  and  hath  raijed 
us  up  together ,  and  made  us  Jit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Chrifi  Jefius  *,  that  in  the  ages  to  come  he 
might  fiew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace ,  in  his 
kindnefis  towards  us  through  Jefius  Chrifi. .  To  turn 
you  only  to  that  vijion  of  she  fin  of  man  in  the  niidft 
of  the  golden  candleftickSy  Rev.  i.  12.  and  to  his 
gracious  words  unto  the  chofen  and  faithrul  in  a 
the  churches  of  his  faints,  in  the  fiecond  and  third 
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chapters  of  that  wondrous  Book :  read  there  the 
inexpreffible  delights  of  the  Son  of  God  in  them 
whom  he  has  loved  and  wajhed  from  their  fins  in  his 
own  blood ,  and  hath  made  them  kings  and  priefts  un¬ 
to  God  and  his  Father:  Unto  them  (fays  he)  will  I 
give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life ,  which  is  in  the  mid  ft  of 
the  paradife  of  God.  They  Jhall  not  be  hurt  of  the 
fecond  death ,  but  floall  receive  a  crown  of  life :  To 
them  (fays  he)  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  man- 
na,  and  will  give  him  a  white  ft  one ,  and  in  the  ftone 
a  new  name  written ,  which  no  man  knoweth  five  he 
that  receiveth  it:  Him  (Tays  he  again)  will  I  make  a 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God ,  and  1  will  write  upon 
him  the  name  of  my  God ,  my  new  name :  And  / 
will  grant  to  him  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne ,  even 
as  I  aljo  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne „ 
He  that  hath  an  ear  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit 
faith  unto  the  Churches ,  and  let  him  fay  if  eye  hath 
feen  or  heart  can  conceive  of  the  ineffable  delights 
which  the  Son  of  God  hath  in  his  faved  from  among 
the  fons  of  men.  I  proceed  to  enquire, 

II.  Whence  is  it  that  the  Son  of  God  fhould  have 
this  delight  and  pleafure  in  the  fons  of  men  ?  the 
inhabitants  of  this  earth  ? 

Is  it  that  only  this  earth  of  ours  is  habitable ,  or 
inhabited,  among  the  planets  within  our  fyftem  ? 
that  the  divine  logos ,  the  eternal  wifdom  rejoiced 
in  the  habitable  parts  thereof?  have  none  of  them, 
which  feem  to  be  as  much  land  and  water  as  this 
of  ours,  their  habitable  parts ;  that  this  fhould  be 
called  in  my  text  his  earth  ?  the  place  of  his  pe¬ 
culiar  delights  ?  Or  is  it  that  our  fituation  is  one 
of  the  moil  temperate  and  habitable  diflances  from 
the  fun  within  our  circle?  Would  one  exped  that 
the  middle  place  among  the  planets,  which  is  ours , 
fhould  have  the  advantage  of  them  all  *  as  in  re- 
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fpedt  of  heat  and  light,  fo  in  refpect  of  an  excel¬ 
lent  temperament  and  conftitution  of  foul  and  body  ? 

After  this  manner  I  have  been  fometimes  ready 
to  give  my  thoughts  a  loofe  in  this  enquiry,  why 
fhould  the  Son  of  the  Higheft  rejoice  in  the  habita¬ 
ble  parts  of  this  his  earth,  while  yet  it  was  only 
exifting  in  his  divine  idea  and  purpofe?  But  the 
written  word  of  God  has  as  often  check’d  me  in 
thefe  too  free  and  bold  enquiries  of  reafon  into 
things  fecret,  and  hidden  from  us.  Had  they  been 
proper  for  us  to  know,  God  would  have  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  his  fpirit.  The  filence  of  ferip - 
tare  in  thefe  things  bids  us  be  filent.  And  when 
that  fpeaks  but  of  two  worlds,  heaven  and  earth  \ 
and  but  of  two  orders  of  rational  immortal  beings, 
angels  and  men  ;  I  fearleaft  a  too  curious  and  folli- 
citous  enquiry  after  other  worlds  and  other  ratio¬ 
nal  beings  on  the  globes  about  us,  may  not  be  a 
kind  of  lulling  after  a  tree  of  knowledge  forbid¬ 
den  to  us.  And  when  I  confider  further  that  one 
thing  which  we  do  certainly  know,  that  man  was 
made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels ,  and  yet  the  Son 
of  God  had  not  the  delight  in  them  to  become 
their  Saviour  •,  it  forbids  me  to  admit  the  thought  o i 
any  peculiar  excellency  in  the  creature  man ,  or  the 
advantage  of  our  happy  place  among  the  ftars ; 
but  requires  me  to  alcribe  all  to  the  fovereignty  of 
God’s  will  and  free  grace:  Even  fo  Father  becaufe  it 
feemeth  good  in  thy  fight.  Let  us  think  and  fay 
then, 

i.  So  it  has  plea  fed  the  fovercign  God  to  dif- 
tinguifh  man  upon  the  earth,  and  to  place  his  de¬ 
light  upon  him.  As  Adofes  faid  to  the  chofen  and 
diilinguiih’d  people  upon  earth,  Dent.  x.  15.  On* 
ly  the  Lord  had  a  delight  in  thy  fathers ,  to  chafe 
them  above  all  people.  So  the  palling  by  of  finning 
ajngds,  and  the  election  of  a  number  from  among 
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the  fallen  fons  of  men,  to  fill  their  place  above, 
muft  be  refolved  into  themeer  good-will  and  plea- 
fure  of  God.  He  hath  mercy  on  whotnhe  will  have 
mercy ,  and  hath  companion  becaufe  he  will  have  com- 
paffion .  He  hath  pafifed  by  the  wife  and  prudent , 
and  revealed  himfelf  to  babes  ( a ).  ’Tis  fo  compa¬ 
ring  man  with  man,  and  it  is  fo  if  we  compare 
our  felves  with  angels. 

2.  The  delights  of  the  Son  of  God  were  in  the 
fons  of  men,  becaufe  of  the  glory  of  the  Father  in 
their  redemption.  He  came  down  to  glorify  him 
on  earth,  and  that  it  might  be  filled  with  his  mer¬ 
cy  and  glory.  Compare  thofe  texts  (b) :  Fhe  whole 
earth  is  full  of  his  glory  ;  and  the  earthy  O  Lord ,  is 
full  of  thy  mercy .  It  is  certain  that  this  earth  of  ours 
is  the  only  place  that  we  know  of,  where  God  has 
the  glory  of  his  mercy.  Men,  and  only  fo?ne  of 
the  finful  children  of  men,  while  here  on  earth, 
are  the  objects  and  fubjefts  of  divine  mercy.  And 
this  is  the  glory  wherein  God  paffes  here  before  us, 
and  for  which  he  is  admired  by  the  holy  angels, 
who  look  down  on  us  and  fing,  Glory  to  God  in  the 
high  eft,  peace  on  earth ,  and  good  will  towards  men » 
Of  the  angels  there  are  both  good  and  bad,  holy 
and  evil  angels  \  but  neither  of  them  are  objects 
of  divine  mercy.  God  is  infinitely  good  to  the  ho¬ 
ly  angels,  and  they  are  perfectly  good  in  his  fight : 
He  greately  loves  ’em,  has  pleafure  in  ’em,  and 
crowns  ’em  with  his  loving  kindnefs :  But  he  has 
kept  ’em  holy,  preferv’d  ’em  from  ever  finning  a  - 
gainft  him,  and  fo  from  the  need  of  mercy.  The 
evil  angels  need  it  enough,  but  it  is  not  glorified 
to  them  :  They  have  finned  to  that  extremity,  that 
God  will  never  fhew  mercy  to  any  one  of  them. 
They  are  paft  it,  and  are  in  chains  under  dqrknefs . 

(a)  Mat.  xi.  7.5.  Rom.  ix.  if.  (t?)  Jfa.  vi  ia  p ft-m. 
$xix.  6 4. 
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It  is  to  men  only,  and  to  men  while  here  on  earth , 
that  God  fhews  mercy ;  even  before  they  go  hence 
and  not  afterward.  The  eledl  from  among  the 
children  of  men,  when  once  they  are  fafe  in  heaven, 
are  no  more  the  objefts  of  mercy.  It  has  faveci 
them,  and  they  are  the  monuments  of  it  to  all  e- 
ternity,  and  it  will  be  glorified  in  them  and  by 
them  for  ever  and  ever ;  but  they  are  no  more  the 
iubjefts  of  mercy  than  the  very  angels  that  never 
finned  *,  to  whom  they  are  equal  in  the  everlafling 
delight  of  God,  being  made  perfect  in  holinefs. 
The  fouls  of  the  wicked  in  hell  are  pafl  the  reach 
or  mercy ;  there  it  is  clean  gone  and  failed  for 
evermore  ;  there  God  has  forgotten  to  be  gracious, 
and  wrath  is  executed  to  the  uttermoft  on  the  veft 
fels  fitted  for  deftruftion. 

If  you  feek  then  for  this  glory  of  God,  his  mercy, 
in  any  world  but  this  earth  of  ours,  you  infallibly 
mifs  of  it:  Seek  it  in  the  height  above,  or  in  the 
deep  beneath  *,  it  is  in  neither :  But  here,  here  is 
the  place  and  the  time  of  mercy  :  And  it  is  by  man 
upon  earth  that  it  is  made  known  to  the  angels  of 
heaven. 

This  is  the  glory  that  is  to  come  to  the  name  of 
God  out  of  man's  fin  ^  and  that  it  might  be  great 
■unto  the  very  heavens ,  the  Son  of  God  placed  his 
everlafling  delights  upon  the  fons  of  men.  He 
would  not  that  fuch  a  world  fhould  be  loft,  and 
God  have  no  glory  from  it  for  evermore.  He 
would  have  the  wifdom,  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God 
for  ever  magnified  in  the  exaltation  of  mercy,  as 
well  by  faints  on  earth  as  by  angels  and  faints  in 
heaven  through  eternal  ages.  When  he  looked 
upon  his  poor  difciples  on  earth  he  rejoiced  in  fpirit 
and  gave  glory  to  his  Father  (a) ,  and  as  he  went 

(a)  Luke  x  iif  ’John  xvii  10* 
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to  die  he  triumphed  in  this,  and  thou  art  glorified 
in  them . 

Yet  we  muft  needs  fay  too,  that  the  divine  love 
and  pity  wrought  to  a  mighty  number  of  immor¬ 
tal  beings,  the  redemption  ot  whofe  fouls  was  pre¬ 
cious,  and  muft  have  ceafed  for  ever :  In  his  love 
and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  them  •,  and  came  on  eagles 
wings,  ftrong  and  fwift,  to  fave  them. 

Ufe.  To  make  fome  application  of  what  has  been 
faid  in  two  words. 

1.  Has  the  Son  of  God  had  from  eternity  fo 
great  a  pleafure  and  delight  in  the  fons  of  men  ? 
Let  faints  learn  how  they  ought  to  love  the  Lord  Je- 
fus ,  and  delight  themfelves  in  him.  We  owe  him  a 
fupreme  and  everlafting  love ,  lor  his  great  love 
wherewith  he  has  loved  us.  Our  own  confciences 
muft  yield  to  the  juftice  and  reafonablenefs  of  his 
demand  from  us  •,  which  yet  is  to  the  utmoft  that 
humane  nature  can  rife  •,  Luke  xiv.  26.  If  any  man 
come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mother ,  and 
wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  andfifters ,  yea ,  and 
his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple .  The  love 
of  faints  fhould  be  to  Jefus  above  every  compan¬ 
ion,  and  all  expreffion  :  A  love  that  fhall  not  count 
life  dear  for  his  fake,  but  that  is  ftrong  as  death, 
as  his  has  been  to  us.  Gal.  ii.  20.  Who  loved  me, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me. 

And  if  we  love  him  fupremely,  we  fhall  fupreme- 
ly  delight  in  him.  We  are  required  to  rejoice  in 
Chrift  Jefus.  What  a  reafon  is  there  in  my  text  for 
fuch  a  precept  ?  his  delights  were  from  everlafting 
in  the  fons  of  men.  He  is  God’s  eletl,  in  whom  his 
foul  delighteth ;  Ifa.  xlii.  1.  And  he  muft  needs  be 
then  the  delight  of  his  faints.  God  has  faid  of  him 
from  heaven  to  us,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  / 
am  well  pleafed  >  and  faints  on  earth  muft  needs  an- 
fwer,  This  is  my  beloved ,  and  this  is  my  friend ;  he 
whom  my  foul  loveth d  Some 
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Some  read  the  text  Lcetificans ,  making  joyful  the 
fons  of  men :  Chrift  has  done  fo,  and  their  joy 
ftiould  be  in  him.  We  fhould  above  all  things  re¬ 
joice  in  his  love  and  in  loving  him  *,  in  prefent 
communion  with  him,  and  in  the  hope  of  eternal 
life  with  him  in  glory. 

We  fhould  delight  ourfelves  in  Jefus  Chrift ,  and 
adore  him  in  his  eternal  Godhead .  He  told  the 
Jews,  Before  Abraham  was  I  am,  and  they  quar¬ 
relled  at  his  faying  *,  but  we  believe  that  he  was 
before  Adam,  before  angels  and  all  worlds  ;  the 
maker  of  them  all.  Read  his  glory,  Rev.  i.  8* 
I  am  alpha  and  omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending, 
faith  the  Lord *,  which  is  and  which  was  and  which 
is  to  come,  the  almighty . 

We  muft  delight  ourfelves  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
give  up  ourfelves  to  him  in  an  everlafting  covenant; 
in  an  intire  furrender  and  dedication  of  our  all  to 
his  glory,  and  in  a  cordial  doling  with  the  offers 
of  his  grace  and  mercy  made  to  us  in  his  bleffed 
gofpel.  That  in  effeft  is  his  propofal  to  us,  which 
Saul  made  to  David,  (but  with  what  truth  and  ar¬ 
dor  of  love  ?)  Behold  the  king  hath  delight  in  thee ; 
now  therefore  be  his  fon . 

We  muft  delight  in  Chrift  and  praife  him  with 
joyful  lips.  When  the  angel  had  hail’d  Mary  as 
the  woman  highly  favoured  of  God,  and  when  in- 
fpired  Elizabeth  had  met  her  with  thofe  words, 

IVhence  is  it  that  the  mother  of  my  Lord  fhould  come 
unto  me  ?  Mary  burft  out,  as  well  fhe  might.  My 
foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  fpirit  hath  re¬ 
joiced  in  God  my  Saviour  *,  for  he  that  is  mighty  hath 
done  ore  at  things  for  me,  and  holy  is  his  name:  Some 
read  the  text,  Laudes  niece  in  filiis  hominum  *,  my 
praifes  fhall  be  from  the  fons  of  men.  And  moft 
juftly  fo5  whole  delights  were  from  eternity  in  them. 

♦  Again* 
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Again,  our  obedience  to  Chrift  fhould  be  with 
great  delight.  As  he  in  our  place  obeyed  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  fo  we  fhould  fay  to  him,  I  delight  to  do  thy 
will ,  my  God ,  thy  law  is  within  me .  The  next  words 
after  my  text  are,  Now  therefore  hearken  unto  me^  O 
ye  children ,  for  blejfed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways . 
Our  care  mult  be  this,  to  be  fuch  as  that  Chrift  may 
delight  in  us  :  But  how  can  that  be,  unlefs  his  law 
be  our  delight  ?  unlefs  we  keep  his  commandments ,  and 
do  thofe  things  which  are  pleafing  in  his  fight . 

More  particularly,  we  rauft  delight  ourfelves  in* 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  remember  him  as  he  has  appoint¬ 
ed  us  to  do  in  his  holy  flipper ,  at  his  holy  table . 
We  mu  ft  take  pleafure  in  Iris  ordinances  of  wor- 
lhip,  and  delight  ourfelves  in  approaching  to  him 
in  them.  Cant .  i.  4.  We  will  remember  thy  love 
more  than  wine .  Chrift  has  delight  in  his  people, 
and  in  their  communion  with  him.  He  defired  to 
eat  the  paffover  with  his  difciples.  Let  us  be  glad 
to  go  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  let  our  feet 
ftand  within  his  gates,  let  us  with  joy  draw  water 
out  of  the  wells  of  falvation,  let  us  fit  down  under 
his  lhadow  with  delight  and  his  fruits  be  fweet  to 
our  tafte ;  and  let  the  defire  of  our  foul  be  to  his 
name,  and  to  the  remembrance  (to  die  memorial) 
of  him.  O  how  worthy  of  an  evcrlafting  remem¬ 
brance  with  us,  is  he  whole  delights  have  been  from 
everlafting  in  the  fons  of  men  !  How  meet  is  it 
that  there  fhould  be  an  ordinance  in  the  Chriftian 
church  to  keep  this  in  perpetual  remembrance,  to 
every  generation* 

2.  Has  the  Son  of  God  had  from  everlafting 
a  delight  in  the  fons  of  men  ?  let  men  fee  how  they 
ought  to  love  one  another  ;  and  efpecially  believers 
in  Chrift  fhould  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart , 
fervently .  Our  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  Chri/f 
but  to  the  faints  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth ; 

in 


3 6  Christ’s  'Delights  in,  See. 

in  them  fhould  be  all  our  delight.  We  fhould  love 
Chrift  in  them,  and  them  for  his  fake,  who  loved 
them  before  the  world  began,  and  will  love  them 
to  the  end  when  this  world  fhall  be  no  more.  To 
be  fure  they  are  highly  worthy  of  our  delight,  whom 
Chrift  delights  in.  He  requires  us  to  love  one  ano¬ 
ther  as  he  hath  loved  us,  and  becaufe  he  has  fo 
done.  This  fhall  intereft  us  in  his  love,  and  con¬ 
tinue  us  in  it.  We  have  joy  in  his  love,  and  in  the 
love  of  all  that  are  his.  Becaufe  he  has  laid  down 
his  life  for  us,  we  ought  alfo  even  to  die  for  the  bre¬ 
thren.  The  voice  of  our  communion  is,  that  ye 
love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you  ■,  and  let  brother¬ 
ly  love  continue:  And  again,  increafe  and  abound 
therein.  As  there  is  an  election  of  grace  within  the 
pale  of  the  vifible  church  in  whom  are  the  delights 
of  Chrift,  fo  let  us  join  ourfelves  to  the  happy  num¬ 
ber,  and  continue  ftedfaftly  in  fellowlhip  with  them, 
in  hearing,  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers. 
Here  Chrift  meets  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
dwells  with  them,  walks  among  them,  and  joys 
over  them  \  and  here  let  us  dwell  c  Pf  cxix.  63,  64. 
I  am  a  companion  of  all  them  that  feat  thee ,  and  oj 
them  that  keep  thy  precepts:  the  earth ,  O  Lord ,  is 
Ml  of  thy  mercy ,  teach  me  thy  flatutes. 


S  E  R- 
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The  Lamb  flam  from  the  foundation  of  tJn 

or  Id. 


oc 


N  this  claufe,  palling  entirely  the  re  la  tr 
x  on  which  it  bears  to  the  preceeding  cojv 
text,  we  have  an  humble  but  truly  glori 

/£.. i »  a  -i _ xx *  t  1 
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ous  ftyle>  and  character  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  He  is  the  Lamb ,  the  lamb 
flain,  the  lambflain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, B 
Thefe  are  lo  many  diftindt  heads  for  our  devout 
meditation,  and  are  lo  many  entire  propofitions. 

L  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the  Lamb .  This  is  his  known 
and  frequent  ftyle  in  the  oracles  of  God;  An  hum- 
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ble  but  a  high  one.  Let  us  contemplate  it  with  an 
admiring  and  adoring  thought. 

1.  He  is  the  lamb  for  meeknefs.  What  is  meek- 

er  than  a  lamb?  The  glorious  meeknefs  of  thrift, 
when  he  was  here  on  earth,  excelled  the  companion 
and  reprefentation  given  us  in  this  name.  No  lamb 
was  ever  refigned  and  filent  in  iuffering  like  this 
Lamb  of  Cod .  His  meeknefs  was  divine.  Matth. 
xi.  29.  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  2  Cor.  x. 
1,  1  befeech  you  by  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  oj 

^  hrijl. 

The  MeJJiah  was  prophefied  of,  that  he  ihould  b.e 
meek  as  a  lamb.  Y  et  the  carnal  Jews  conceited 
that  he  would  come  as  a  lion ,  to  tear  and  Hay  their 
enemies.  Whereas  their  law  and  the  prophets  point¬ 
ed  out  the  lamb .  Mat.  xxi.  5.  cHll  the  daughter 
of  Zion ,  behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee  meet.  Piah 
xlv.  4,  And  in  thy  majefty  ride  profperoujly  becaufe 
cf  meeknefs •  Ifai.  liii.  J.  He  is  as  a  lamb  and  as  a 
Jheep :  fciL  for  meeknefs  and  filence  under  wrongs 

and  injuries. 

2.  thrift  is  the  Lamb  for  innocence .  Innocence 
and  the  perfection  ot  meeknefs  go  together.  The 
more  meek  men  are,  the  nearer  they  approach  to 
innocence  and  perfection.  T  he  glorious  Angels  that 
keep  their  firft  Late,  and  are  in  their  original  in- 
nocency,  they  are  perfectly  meek.  Whenever 
they  have  appeared  to  men  it  has  been  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  meeknefs  to  the  higheft  degree.  How  mil 
and  meek  did  they  appear  to  Abraham ,  to  .Dame l y 
to  the  bleffcd  Virgin  and  to  St.  John  ?  The  apoitle 
Jude  tells  us,  that  Michael  the  Arch-angel ,  when  con¬ 
tending  with  the  devil,  durjt  not  bring  againft  him  a 
railin'?  accufation.  Heaven  is  a  mild  and  ferene 
region  that  admits  not  of  any  cloud  or  ftorm  of 
paffion. 4  When  pride  and  paffion  enter’d  iome  ot 

the  angels  they  fell  from  heaven  and  became 

'  D  •  ■  '  fwelling 
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fwelling  with  anger  and  burning  with  rage  and 
fury.  Heaven  is  all  light  and  love,  and  the  lamb  it 
the  light  thereof Hell  is  all  flame  and  wrath,  d  he 
holy  ghofi  came  down  as  a  dove ,  and  refted  upon 
him  who  is  the  lamb.  A  foul  without  blemifh 
and  without  ipot  will  be  meek  as  a  lamb  ;  Chrifll 
is  the  one  and  the  other  in  a  way  of  emi¬ 
nence  and  exaltation,  i.  Peter  i.  19.  A  lamb 
without  blemijh  and  without  [pot.  As  he  was  fairer 
than  the  fons  of  men,  lo  than  the  angels  of  God: 
To  which  of  them  faid  God  at  any  time,  behold  the 
lamb  of  God? 

Man  in  innocence  was  a  lamb.  Then  he  was 
meet  to  have  a  / bvereignty  and  dominion  given  him 
over  all  the  creatures.  Kings  and  princes  fhould  be. 
the  mildeft  of  men.  Mofl  ferene  is  a  meet  ftyle 
for  them  that  are  at  the  head  of  the  world.  Chrif- 
tian  princes  fhould  be  like  Cbrifl,  the  lamb  in  the 
throne .  The  more  wife  will  they  be  like  the  an¬ 
gels  of  God.  Their  adminiftration  will  be  inno¬ 
cent,  juft  and  ftrong.  Such  is  the  throne  of  the 
lamb:  Hebrews  vii.  2 6,  28.  For  fuch  an  high-priefl 
beca?ne  us  who  is  holy ,  harmlefs,  undefiled ,  feparate 
from  fin ,  and  higher  than  the  heavens :  Phe  law  made 
men  high  pri efts  that  had  infirmity ,  but  the  Son,  (ab- 
folutely  free  from  all  infirmity;  is  conflecrated  for  e~ 
vermore .  It  is  guilt  that  darkens  and  difturbs  men’s 
fouls.  Let  us  attentively  confider  the  innocence 
and  meeknefs  of  the  holy  Jefus,  and  behold  the 
lamb  of  God. 

3,  Weaknefs  or  infirmity  goes  not  into  the  name 
of  the  lamb .  It  is  true  that  a  lamb  is  a  weak  and 
timerous  creatu1*e,  and  our  Lord  took  our  infir¬ 
mities.  He  took  a  buffering  nature  and  ftate,  and 
was  made  fin  for  us;  and  the  dogs  and  wolves  tore 
him;  he  was  the  lamb  Jlain .  But  the  name,  as  gi¬ 
ven  to  him,  imports  no  defefl  of  power  and  ftrength, 

P  2 


20 


The  Lamb  Slain. 


or  of  fortitude  and  magnanimity.  He  is  a  ftrong 
Redeemer,  and  mighty  to  fave.  The  lamb  of  God 
fpeaks  the  power  of  God  in  him.  This  lamb  is  the 
lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah .  This  lamb  is  in  the 
throne  of  God,  and  all  power  is  given  him  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  on  earth.  He  reigns,  isworfhip’d,  ferved 
and  obey'd  in  heaven.  His  enemies ,  and  all  the  c- 
nemies  of  our  fouls,  tremble  and  are  terrified  at  his 
prefence.  Hide  us  they  cry,  from  the  face  of  the  lamb , 
Revel,  vi.  13.  They  are  put  under  his  feet .  But 
his  faints  rejoice  in  his  ftrength,  and  laud  it  for  ever. 
Revel.  v.  6,  7.  And  I  beheld ,  and  lo  in  the  midfi 
if  the  throne  and  of  the  elders  flood  a  lamb ,  and  he 
tcame  and  took  the  book ,  &c.  And  the  twenty  four  el¬ 
ders  fell  down  before  him ,  faying?  —  Worthy  is  the 
lamb  to  receive  power  and  riches ,  and  wifdom  and 
ftrength ,  and  honour  and  glory  and  bl effing . 

I  fhould  add,  that  Jefus  Chriftis  the  Lamb,  being 
the  great  facrifice  of  a  fweet  favour  before  God. 
But  this  belongs  to  the  fecond  propofition. 

IL  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the  lamb  flaw*  The  lamb  flain 
is  Chrifl  crucified ,  the  Lord  of  glory  making  his 
foul  an  offering. 

1.  Chrifl*  in  the  manner  of  his  death  was  as  a 
lamb  flain.  He  died  meekly  as  a  lamb  dieth,  and 
much  more  than  that*,  for  he  died  without  its  cries 
and  ftrugglings.  He  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  nails 
andfpear,  more  dolorous  than  the  butcher's  knife- 
He  was  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  daughter^  was  dumb 
and  open'd  not  his  mouth ,  Ifai.  liii.  7.  A  arcum- 
llance  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  put  a  great  re¬ 
mark  upon:  Adis  viii.  32.  The  Spirit  directed 
the  eunuch  to  this  place  of  feripture.  for  his  con- 
verfioiv,  and  then  Philip  under  his  infpiration  be¬ 
gan  at  the  fame  feripture  and  preached  unto  him  Je- 
jfm. „  Chrifl:  died  in  the  glorious  fpirit  of  meeknefs, 
md  was  the  lamb  flain. 
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2,  He  was  in  die  end  and  defign  of  his  death  the 
lamb  flain.  He  died  a  Jacrifice ,  to  fatisfy  the  ja- 
itice  of  God,  and  to  take  away  the  fin  of  the  world. 
So  the  baptifl  pointed  to  him,  and  laid  of  him, 
John  i.  29.  And  fo  the  apoftle  Peter  points  us  to 
him,  as  dying  for  our  redemption  j  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19. 
For  as  much  as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemed 
with  corruptible  things ,  as  filver  and  gold \  —  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Ch rift ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemijh 
and  without  fpot.  The  vifion  which  St,  John  had  of 
the  afcended  Jefus  was  of  a  lamb  as  it  hadbeen  (lain* 
and  the  elders  he  heard  lino-  of  him  thus,  Worthy  is 
the  lamb  that  was  flain ,  and  has  redeemed  us  b y  bis 
blood. 

1 .  His  death  is  the  great’  antitype  of  all  the  lambs 
(lain  in  facrifice  fince  the  fall  of  man.  The  firft- 
ling  of  Abel’ s  flock  which  he  brought  before  God, 
his  acceptable  offering,  was  probably  a  lamb ;  the 
faired  and  beft  he  could  find  :  And  we  know  I  fane’s 
enquiry  long  after,  Gen.  xxih  7.  Where  is  the  lamb 
for  the  burnt  offering  ?  The  lamb  was  an  ufual  facri¬ 
fice  in  Abraham’s  family  *,  and  when  God  appointed 
the  pajfover ,  and  the  fprinkling  of  blood,  to  his 
people,  it  was  a  lamb,  Exod.  xii.  And  Cbrijl  is 
this  lamb  *,  our  pajfover  facrifced  for  us ,  1  Cor.  v.  7. 
Again,  the  daily  facrifices,  morning  and  evening, 
were  of  the  lambs  of  the  flocks  *,  Exod.  xxix.  38. 
And  on  extraordinary  occafions  there  were  hun¬ 
dreds  and  thoufands  of  lambs  facrificed.  The  burnt- 
offerings,  the  fin-offerings,  the  trefpafs-ofrerings, 
and  the  peace-offerings  were  all  of  them,  at  times, 
of  the  lambs.  Well  then  is  Chrilt  in  his  death, 
the  great  antitype  of  all  thefe  facrifices,  called  the 
lamb  flain.  What  more  proper  fiyle  for  the  fa  ori¬ 
fice  a  Saviour? 

20  It  means  to  fpeak  the  neceffity  and  efficacy  of 
his  death  to  our  redemption  and  falvation.  View 

him 
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him  on  Inis  crofs  dying  as  a  lamb,  fee  him  on  his 
throne  the  lamb  reigning,  and  what  can  we  infer 
from  both  together?  but,  i.  That  fo  it  was  necet- 
fary  that  Chrift  fliould  fuffer  and  die  to  lave  us ; 
and,  idly,  that  by  dying  he  has  fully  fatisfied  the 
juflice  of  God,  and  wrought  out  eternal  redempti¬ 
on  for  us.  ,  r  ,  c  ,  , 

On  the  one  hand,  we  learn  from  the  fight  or  the 

lamb  pin,  that  without  the /bedding  of  his  blood  there 
could  be  no  remiffion  of  fin ,  no  pardon  lor  gui  ty  in- 
ners,  no  deliverance  of  any  foul  or  man  from  t  ie 
wrath  of  God.  This  was  the  language  of  all  the 
blood  of  lambs,  and  rams,  and  bullocks  Irom  the 
beginning.  The  Saviour  muft  needs  therefore  have 
a  body,  a  blood,  a  life,  a  foul,  whereof  to  make 

On  the'other  hand,  in  the  lamb  pin ,  we  behold 
fin  expiated,  iuftice  fatisfied,  believers  juftmed  by 
virtue  of  a  meritorious  and  prevailing  Sacrifice. 
As  when  Daniel  fore-faw  the  day  when  Hefifiial 
fiiould  be  cut  off,  at  the  fame  time  he  few  an  end  of 
fins,  reconciliation  made fior  iniquity,  and  an  evetlaft- 
ffngbteoufnefi  for  f  £ 

into  heaven  by  his  own  blood ;  Chrift  m  his 
Dory  is  the  lamb  / lain  ;  this  abundantly  fpeaks  and 
proves  the  efficacy  of  his  fufferings,  the  power  of 
his  death  for  our  redemption,  for  the  ctuc  he 
lelus  could  never  have  afeended  to  glory,  and  ta- 
Jen  polmon  of  the  throne  «  the  right  hand  o 

SiffiJn hiGeath.  «*.  *•  Bl  hu  ™ 

Hoc, i  be  enter’ i  in  cm  into  the  boh 
tained  eternal  redemption  fot  us.  x.  i I 
ter  he  had  offer'd  one  fiacnjice  fot  fin,  jot 
down  on  the  right  hand  of  UQd. 
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1I[  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  lamb  (lain  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  If  the  world.  To  open  and  explain  this  from 

the  holy  fcriptures,  rr  ,  uT1 

i .  He  is  fo  in  the  eternal  decrees  of  God.  1  he 

«  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal  counfel  and  pur- 
“  pofe,  whereby,  for  his  own  glory  he^  hath  foie- 
“  ordained  whatfoever  comes  to  pafs.”  For  he 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  wile. 
Eph.  i.  11.  And  this  great  thing  above  any,  we 
may  be  ready  to  think,  came  undei  his  etc  rnal 
counfel :  the  thing  which  God  ordained  before  the 

world  unto  our  glory,  i  Cor.  11.  7. 

Our  Lord  Jefus  was  with  the  Father  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  (a) :  The  eledt  of  God 
were  then  chofen  in  him,  given  to  him,  foreknown 
and  predeflinated  to  eternal  life  (b) ;  their  names 
were  then  written  in  the  lamb’s  book  of  life :  The  Son 
in  a  covenant  of  redemption,  had  between  him  and 
the  eternal  Father,  undertook  to  die  in  our  nature 
and  become  the  lamb  fain  for  the  falvation  of  his 
eleft  (c) :  The  gofpel  is  but  a  revelation  to  us  of 
the  accomplifhment  and  fulfilment  of  this  eternal 
counfel  of  peace  in  and  by  Jefus  Chrif  (d) :  And 
thus  the  lamb  of  God  was,  in  effect,  (lain  in  the  di¬ 
vine  decree  before  the  foundation  of  the  world: 
1  Pel ,  i.  20,  21.  Who  verily  was  fore-ordained  before 
the  world  began,  but  was  manifejl  in  thefe  laft  times 
for  you,  who  by  him  do  believe  in  God.  Verily  he  was 
fore-ordained  to  be  the  lamb,  to  be  fain,  and  to  re¬ 
deem  us  unto  God  by  his  own  blood. 

2.  In  the  propheftes  and  promifes  of  the  old  tefta- 
ment,  (Thrift  is  the  lamb  (lain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  More  efpecially  in  the  firfi  prechfti- 

(a)  st  Tohn  i.  i,  —  12.  Prov.  viii.  22,  <&c.  Col.  i.  16. 
(b)  Eph  ‘  1.  4.  Rom.  viii.  29.  John  xvii.  24. .  W  xl.  3. 
Heb.x.f.  Zcch.vi  13.  Pf.lxxxix.  3.  If.liii.  10.  (d)  2  Tim. 

i.  9,  10.  Titus  i. 

«  ,  on 
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on  and  promife  made  to  our  firft  parents  upon  their 
fall.  Then  God  reveal’d  to  man  his  eternal  pur- 
pofe  of  grace,  while  he  faid  to  the  ferpent ,  There 
fhall  be  a  feed  of  the  woman  who  fhall  break  thy 
liead,  while  thou  jfh.alc  bruife  his  heel ,  Gen.  iii.  15. 
And  to  the  fame  purpofe  hath  the  Holy  Ghoft  fpo~ 
ken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets ,  which 
have  been  fince  the  world  began,  Luke  i.  70. 

3.  In  all  the  facrifices  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  Chrift  was  held  forth  as  the  lamb  fain  *,  and 
in  all  the  types  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abef 
and  from  the  offering  up  of  gracious  Ifaac,  Chrift 
was  prefigured  and  reprefented  as  the  lamb  (lain. 

And,  laftly,  He  was  in  effedt  flain  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  in  refpedt  of  the  virtue  and  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  his  death,  from  the  days  of  Adam  and 
Noah,  through  all  the  generations  of  the  church. 
The  Fathers  before  the  flood,  and  the  Patriarchs  af¬ 
ter  it,  were  juftified  and  faved  for  the  fake  of  Chrift’s 
facrifice.  Saints  were  faved  through  him  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  and  therefore  he  was  the 
lamb  (lain  from  it.  The  merits  of  his  facrifice, 
the  virtue  of  his  blood,  reached  them  that  lived 
before  him,  as  much  as  it  does  thofe  that  live  after 
him,  to  the  end  ol  time.  Abr , aham  jaw  his  day , 
and  rejoiced  in  the  falvation  through  him-,  and  fo 
did  Job.  The  new  covenant  was  the  fame  from  the 
days  of  Adam  and  Saul ,  under  a  various  diipema- 
tion  of  it,  even  as  we  are  in  the  days  of  the  new  te¬ 
ftament,  Heb.  ix.  1 5.  For  this  caufe  he  is  the  media¬ 
tor  of  the  new  teftament ,  that  by  means  of  deaths  for 
the  redemption  oj  the  tranjgrejfions  that  were  unde)  toe 
firft  teftament ,  they  which  are  called  might  receive  the 

promife  oj  eternal  inheritance . 

In  thefe  refpefts  and  on  thefe  accounts  Chrift  is 
the  lamb  fain  from  the  foundation  oj  the  wo  id •  I  come 
now  to  apply  and  improve  the  Doblrine. 

Ufe  if  v 

* 
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Ufe  i.  Is  Chrift  the  lamb?  let  Chriftians  learn 
what  they  fhould  be  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs^  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  and  in  conformity  to  the  Jamb  of  God, 
who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  hearty  and  who  has  laid 
to  us  —  learn  of  me  in  this  inftance  and  find  reft  to 
your  fouls,  Mat .  xi.  29.  When  Chrifl;  lent  forth 
his  difciples,  he  laid,  I  fend  you  forth  as  jheep,  as 
lambs  ;  and  be  harmlefs  as  doves:  Luke  x.  3.  Mat. 
x.  16. 

How  glorious  a  law  is  the  precept  of  meeknefs, 
fince  Chrijl  is  the  Jamb  ?  die  ornament  which  is  of 
great  price  in  the  fight  of  Goa \  1  Pet.  iii.  4.  What 
a  reafon  is  here  for  that  precept  ?  what  a  motive  to 
that  duty,  Zep.  ii.  3.  Seek  meeknefs ,  feck  the  Lord 
all  ye  7neek  of  the  earth. 

Is  (Thrift  the  lamb  ?  then  this  is  the  vocation 
wherewith  ye  are  called,  and  whereof  you  muft  take 
care  to  wall ^worthy  ;  with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs y 
with  long  buffering  and  love. 

Is  (Thrift  the  lamb  ?  no  v/onder  then  that  one  of 
his  beatitudes  is,  Bleffed  are  the  meek :  who  but  they 
fhould  inherit  the paradifaical  earth ,  or  the  heaven¬ 
ly  paradife? 

No  wonder  that  many  precious  promifes  (a)  are 

made  to  them,  —  When  God  arifes  to  fave  all  the  meek 
of  the  earth:  the  meek  Jh all  increafe  their  joy  in  the 
Lord:  them  he  will  beautify  with  falvation:  their  heart 
Jhall  live  for  ever. 

2.  Is  (Thrift  the  lamb  fain?  fee  the  do&rinc  of 
facrifices  explained  ;  thofe  before  the  law  of  Mofesy 
and  thofe  under  it  *,  they  all  look’d  to  Chrijl ,  pointed 
out  his  deaths  prefigured  it  and  were  fulfilled  in  it. 
Lhe  law  was  a  fchoolmajter  to  bring  us  to  Chrijl ,  Gal. 
iii.  24.  Now  therefore  it  ceafes,  having  attain’d  its 
end.  The  priefts  from  Mofes9 s  time  were  miniftring 
to  us  under  the  gofpel.  We  fee  the  reafon,  and 

(a)  Ifa.  xxix.  1 9.  Pfal.  xxii.  16,  Ixxvi,  f.  cxlix.  4. 

E  enjoy 
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enjoy  the  advantage  of  their  facrifices,  more  than 
they  themfelves  did.  The  law  was  a  Jhaclow  of  good 
t  hings  to  come  ;  but  we  all  with  open  face  behold  as 
in  a  glajs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  enter  into  the 
ho  lie  ft  by  the  blood  of  Jefets.  This  was  not  lo  ma¬ 
il  ife  ft  while  the  tabernacle  was  handing,  which  was 
a  figure  for  the  time  then  prefent.  We  have  all  that 
mylterious  difpenfation  cleared  up  in  one  infinite¬ 
ly  meritorious  and  efficacious  facrifice  ;  without  the 
knowledge  of  which,  methinks  the  worfhip  of  God 
bv  the  facrifices  of  beafts  were  one  of  the  ftrangeft 
and  darkeft  things  in  the  world  to  the  undemand¬ 
ing  of  man. 

3.  Is  Chrift  the  Iamb  (lain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world?  then  learn  his  eternal  Godhead  and  his 
existence  from  everlafting.  He  is  before  all  things , 
and  by  him  all  things  conjijl .  He  is  the  rock  of  ages, 
the  rock  of  our  falvation.  So  he  fpake  of  himfelf 
from  heaven,  Rev.  i.  8.  I  am  alpha  and  omega ,  the 
beginning  and  the  ending ,  which  is  and  which  was  and 
which  is  to  come.  And  fo  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  him  ; 
lleb.  xiii.  8.  Jefus  Chrift  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day 
and  for  ever . 

4.  This  explains  to  us  thofe  other  words,  Heb. 

xiii.  20.  The  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant .  1  he 

covenant  of  grace  flows  from  and  is  built  on  and 
contained  in  the  covenant  of  redemption ,  in  the  days 
of  eternity.  In  the  day  of  man’s  fall  it  took  place, 
and  it  continues  to  the  end  of  time.  And  in  its 
confequence  and  effects  it  is  properly  and  ftribtly 
everlafting.  This  covenant  was  given  and  granted 
to  fallen  man  in  confederation  of  the  blood  of  Chrift 
to  be  offer’d  on  the  crofs  :  from  the  beginning  it 
was  fignified,  figur’d  and  reprefented  by  blood, 
the  blood  of  facrifices  •,  and  it  is  fo  yet  facramen- 
tally  to  the  end  of  the  world  in  the  lord's  fupper. 
Luke  xxii.  20.  ‘This  cup  is  the  new  teft ament  in  my 

2  blood . 
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blood.  The  everlafting  efficacy  of  the  covenant  is 
from  the  blood  of  Chrift,  which  is  of  endlefs  vir¬ 
tue.  Before  time  this  was  prefent  with  God  and 
accepted  before  him  ;  from  all  time  it  has  been  ef¬ 
fectual  to  fave,  and  to  all  times  it  abides  ;  as  frefh 
now  as  ever.  Heb.  vii.  25.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to 
fave  then  to  the  uttermofl  that  come  unto  God  by  him , 
feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffwn  for  them . 
There  never  was  but  one  way  of  falvation,  namely, 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  only  price  for  our  re¬ 
demption  •,  neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other. 

5.  Is  Chrift  the  lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world?  how  worthy  is  this  of  the  eternal  God  to 
make  provifion  before  all  worlds  for  the  eternal  fal¬ 
vation  of  millions  of  immortal  fouls,  God  acls  like 
himfelf,  as  the  Eternal.  Blow  far  are  his  thoughts 
and  his  ways  above  ours !  One  of  the  firft  things 
that  occurs  to  the  contemplative  mind  of  man  is 
eternity  ;  and  yet  it  is  immediately  loft  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  it.  The  eternity  of  God  opens  to  us 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  knowledge  and  grace  in 
our  redemption,  which  demand  our  eternal  admi¬ 
ration  and  adorations.  Heb.  xi.  33, —  36.  O  the 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of 
God!  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments ,  and  his  ways 
p aft  finding  out !  For  who  hath  known  the  mind  of  lbe 
Lord ,  or  who  hath  been  his  counfellour  ?  Or  who 
hath  firft  given  to  him ,  and  it  Jhall  be  recompenfed  to 
him  again?  For  of  him ,  and  to  him ,  and  through 
him  are  all  things  ,  to  whom  be  glory  / or  ever .  Amen. 

6.  What  a  glory  doth  this  dodtrine  caft  upon  the 
ordinance  of  the  Lord's  [upper  ?  Chrift  the  Lamb 
flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  !  I  low  wor¬ 
thy  is  it  to  be  had  in  everlafting;  remembrance! 
We  fee  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  inftitution  of  his 
paffever  under  one  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  of  his  fupper  under  the  other.  The  death 
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of  Chrift  highly  merits  the  honour  of  this  perpetual 
and  fol  emn  memorial.  From  everlafting  to  ever¬ 
lafting,  Chrift  is  the  Iamb  (lain,  and  fhould  he  not 
be  fo  ey’d  and  worfhip’d  in  his  church  through  all 
times  ?  At  the  table  of  Chrift  it  is  that  we  behold 
the  lamb  of  God  *,  the  lamb  Jlain,  the  lamb  in  the 
throne  of  God.  Let  the  vifion  invite  us  thither, 
and  entertain  us  there. 

Laftly ,  Is  Chrift  the  lamb  (lain  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world?  make  fare  that  your  names  be 
written  in  the  lamb's  book  of  life. 

This  is  the  thing  the  text  fpeaks  of,  and  let  us 
bear  away  the  awe  of  it.  All  that  are  his  have 
their  names  written  in  heaven.  Luke  x.  20.  Rejoice 
in  this ,  faid  Chrift  to  his  difciples.  We  had  need 
give  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  ele&i- 
on  lure.  Do  we  belong  to  the  lamb?  was  he  (lain 
for  us?  What  of  the  lamb  is  there  to  be  feen  in 
us?  what  of  the  fpirit  and  life  of  the  holy  Jefus? 
what  of  his  holinefs,  and  meeknefs  ?  Put  this  on 
as  the  eleri  of  God,  holy  and  beloved.  Shew  forth 
the  virtues  and  praifes  of  him  who  hath  called  you 
into  his  light. 

Let  Chrift  be  glorious  to  us  in  his  death .  Precious 
in  the  eyes  of  faints  is  the  death  of  their  Lord, 
With  what  faith  and  love  and  defire  fhould  we  be¬ 
hold  the  lamb  (lain?  with  what  gratitude  and  joy 
and  delight  fhould  we  fhew  this  forth  !  and  With 
what  forrow  and  mourning  fhould  we  look  urito 
him* that  was  pierced!  Chrift  crucified  muff  be  the 
thing  higheft  in  our  efteem  :  Philip .  iii*  8,  10.  Tea 
doubtlefs  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  j  for  whom 
l  have  fufferid  the  lofs  of  all  things ,  and  do  count  them 
but  dung  that ■  I  may  pin  Chrift  ;  and  be  found  in 
hint?  ■  not  having  my  own  righteonfnefs  which  is  of  the 
law  j  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift „ 
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the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith:  That 
I  may  know  him  and  the  power  of  his  refurre  Elion 9 
and  the  fellow/hip  of  his  fuff  erings,  being  made  confor¬ 
mable  to  his  death :  If  by  any  means  I  might  attain 
unto  the  refurre Elion  of  the  dead.  By  this  we  fhall 
know  that  our  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life 
of  the  lamb  fain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world . 
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for  ‘’eerily  he  took  not  on  him  the  "na¬ 
ture  of  Angels,  hut  he  took  on  him 
the  feed  of  Abraham. 

ejrajp  S  the  tranfeendent  excellency  of  die  gofpel 
above  the  law  is  the  fcope  and  defign  of 
this  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews ;  fo  the  excellent 
Cy  Gf  Chrijl  above  all  angels ,  is  the  fpecial 
argument  in  the  two  firfb  chapters  of  it.  I  he  won¬ 
der  is  that  He  the  heir  of  all  things,  and  brightnefs 

of  the  Father’s  glory,  being  fo  much  better  than 

angels3 
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angels,  fliould  condefcend  to  be  made  even  lower 
than  they,  and  that  fo  far  as  to  tafte  death  for  mam 
There  was  a  world  of  fallen  angels  who  needed  a 
Saviour  as  much  as  we;  the  Son  of  God  faw  them 
fall  from  heaven  and  he  took  not  hold  of  them  (as  the 
margin  reads  my  text).  How  admirable  is  the 
grace  and  favour  that  at  the  fame  lime  he  fliould 
take  hold  of  us!  For  verily  he  took  noton  him  the 
nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of 
Abraham .  Verily  he  did  not ;  how  ftrange  foever 
the  thing  may  feem  both  to  men  and  angels,  yet 
verily  fo  it  was.  It  is  a  marvellous  thing,  and  a 
myftery  of  grace,  which  we  may  well  look  into 
with  furprize,  and  which  we  ought  attentively  to 
confider. 

The  fall  of  fome  of  the  angels  is  here  fuppofed, 
and  their  need  of  a  Saviour  as  much  as  fallen  man : 
But  no  Redeemer  is  found  for  them,  no  mercy  is 
glorified  to  them  ;  although  one  would  have  been 
ready  to  think  that  the  Son  of  the  Higheft  would 
rather  have  taken  their  nature.  And  it  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  the  angels  of  God  might  have  firft 
thought  of  fome  of  their  own  high  order  and  na¬ 
ture,  had  they  been  told  of  a  Saviour  for  fome 
guilty  and  miferable  creatures,  fallen  from  God. 
And  that  they  look’d  into  the  myftery  of  God’s 
mercy  to  us  v/ith  the  more  attention. 

It  is  implied  that  the  Son  of  God  who  became 
man,  was  from  everlafting,  before  as  well  as  above 
all  angels  j  before  they  exifted  and  before  they 
fell  •,  and  might  as  well,  could  as  eafily,  have 
taken  hold  of  them  and  hived  them  ;  but  he  did 
not  commiferate  them,  to  ftretch  forth  his  hand 
and  fave  them,  as  he  has  pitied  and  laid  hold  on 
us.  Had  his  almighty  arm  laid  hold  of  them,  it 
would  have  fnatch’d  them  from  their  everlafting 
burnings. 
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The  doftrine  is,  that  it  is  a  very  Wonderful  ex- 
preffion  of  the  divine  mercy  and  grace  to  mankind, 
that  the  Son  of  God  fhouldtake  on  him  our  nature, 
while  he  took  not  the  nature  of  angels. 

And  fo  it  is  again  and  again  fpoken  of:  St.  Jude 
ver.  6.  And  the  angels  that  kept  not  their  firft  eftate, 
hut  left  their  own  habitation ,  he  hath  referved  in  ever- 
lafting  chains  under  darknefs,  unto  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day.  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  God  fpared  not  the  angels 
that  finned ,  but  cafi  them  down  to  hell ,  and  delivered 
them  into  chains  of  darknefs ,  to  be  teferved  to  judg¬ 


ment. 

Without  controverfy  great  is  the  myftery  of  God- 
linefs,  that  God  was  manifeft  in  fiefs,  feen  of  angels  (a). 
The  word  was  made  flelh  and  dwelt  among  us ,  and 
we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  of  the  only-begotten 
of  the  Father.  As  it  was  foretold  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  that  there  fhould  be  a  feed  of  the  woman  that 
fhould  break  the  ferpent’s  head,  and  a  feed  of  A- 
braham  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould 
be  bleffed ;  and  again,  that  a  virgin  fhould  con¬ 
ceive  and  bear  a  fon,  and  his  name  fhould  be  Im¬ 
manuel ,  God  with  us :  So  in  the  fulncis  01  time 
God  fulfilled  all  thefe  facred  promifes  in  the  incar¬ 
nation  of  his  only  beloved  and  eternal  fon :  Gal.  iv.  4. 
God  fent  forth  bis  fon ,  made  of  a  woman ,  made  under 
the  law ,  &c. 

But  the  marvel  now  before  us  is,  That  the  Son  of 
God  did  not  take  on  him  the  nature  of  angels.  That 
he  did  not  is  in  fad  true,  and  the  thing  admired  at 
in  the  text.  Although  there  were  many  legions  of 
apofUte  angels,  fallen  before  us,  and  under  guilt 
and  mifery,  condemnation  and  wrath,  as  well  as  we ; 
yet  the  Son  of  God  pais’dby  them,  and  came  down 
to  fave  us.  This  the  Holy  Ghofi  requires  us  to  take 
a  great  notice  of ,  for  verily  he  look  not  the  naiure  of 


(a)  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  John  i.  >4- 


angels. 
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angels.  Let  us  therefore  with  humility  and  great- 
reverence  fearch  into  the  meaning  of  this  diftin- 
guifhing  grace  to  us,  and  feverity  to  the  angels  that 
finned. 

And  in  one  word,  The  fovereignty  of  the  divine 
will  anfwers  us,  and  checks  any  bold  enquiry  and 
examination  into  the  reafons  of  this  divine  conduct, 
Rom .  ix.  1 5.  /  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have 
mercy ,  and  I  will  have  companion  on  whom  I  will 
have  companion.  Ver.  22.  What  if  God,  willing  to  /hew 
his  wrath  and  to  make  his  power  known ,  has  referved 
thefe  veffels  of  wrath,  fitted  for  defiruNion*,  to  ever- 
lafting  punifhment! 

God  the  highefh  mind,  adls  not  but  with  the 
higheft  wifdom  and  counfel.  There  are  unfearch- 
able  reafons  for  many  of  his  attions,  which  neither 
we  nor  yet  the  angels  of  heaven  can  find  out.  Canjl 
thou  by  fearching  find  out  God?  Dominion  and  fear 
are  with  him ,  and  he  giveth  no  account  of  his  matters . 
Is  God  unrighteous  that  taketh  vengeance?  God  for¬ 
bid:  how  then  fhould  he  judge  the  world?  if  there 
were  no  more  to  be  faid  on  the  argument,  it  ought 
to  quiet  and  filence  us. 

Neverthelefs  there  are  many  things  that  eafily 
occur  to  our  weak  minds,  which  may  pafs  with  us 
for  reafons  {a),  why  it  might  pleafe  God  to  pafs  by 
the  finning  angels ,  and  fend  his  Son  to  take  the  na¬ 
ture  of  man. 

i.  The  whole  nature  and  order  of  angels  was 
not  depraved  and  loft,  as  the  whole  race  of  man¬ 
kind  were  by  the  fall  and  corruption  of  their  firft 
parents.  It  was  a  fad  thing  indeed  that  fo  many* 
even  legions,  of  the  angels  of  heaven  left  their  firit 
place  *,  but  there  were  many  more  of  them  that  did 
not  fall,  who  remain  holy  and  bleffed  fpirits  unto 
this  day,  and  ever  will  continue  fo,  in  the  image^ 

(#)  Set  a  bright  page  on  t hit  argument  in  Dr. Bates’*  works,  f>.  149* 
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favour  and  prefence  of  God,  ferving  and  enjoying 
him  tor  ever  and  ever.  Pfal.  ciii.  20.  Blefs  the  Lord 
ye  his  angels  that  do  his  commandments ,  hearkning  to 
the  voice  of  his  word .  So  that  the  angelical  nature 
was  not  entirely  loft.  But  all  mankind  fell  in 
Adam ,  the  root  and  head  of  all  his  natural  feed*, 
fin  and  death  palled  upon  them  all  in  his  loins. 
Now  it  certainly  became  the  divine  majefty,  his 
glory,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  not  to  fuffer  an  en¬ 
tire  nature ,  a  whole  order  of  creatures  to  perifh. 
It  became  Him  of  whom  are  all  things,  and  to  whom 
are  all  things,  to  refcue  and  recover  fome  of  them 
at  leaft  out  of  the  common  mifery,  that  God  might 
have  fome  honour  and  glory  from  them  in  a  way 
of  obedience  and  worfhip  to  eternity. 

And  now  that  the  Son  of  God  has  come  in  our 
nature  and  died  for  us,  it  is  but  a  fmall  remnant 
of  the  children  of  fallen  Adam  that  will  be  laved 
by  him.  Alas  !  it  is  not  at  all  in  proportion  (as 
we  may  well  think^)  to  the  numbers  of  the  holy 
angels  who  preferve  their  innocence.  We  know 
not  that  one  quarter,  or  a  tenth  part  of  the  angels 
feli  *,  but  we  know  that  not  a  quarter  or  tenth  part 
of  mankind  are  like  to  be  faved  ;  although  the  Son 
of  God  has  come  down  from  heaven  to  fave  us. 

If  then  the  Son  of  God  took  not  the  nature  of 
angels,  it  might  be  becaufe  the  whole  nature  of 
angels  was  not  loft  in  fin,  as  all  mankind  are  by 
nature.  There  are  holy  myriads  of  them  left  in 
heaven,  but  not  one  poor  foul  on  earth  free  from 
the  corruption  and  condemnation  of  fin  :  And  yet 
the  leaft  of  thefe  fouls  is  an  angel  in  flefh,  and  of 
great  price  in  the  fight  of  God.  Now  it  feems  that 
the  divine  goodnefs  would  not  have  an  entire  world 
cut  off  from  mercy  by  a  wile  of  Satan ,  and  fwal- 
low’d  up  by  hell ;  but  as  fome  of  the  angels  had 
left  heaven,  it  pleafed  God  to  take  fome  fons  to 

glory. 
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glory,  “  a  colony,  asonefpeaks,  from  this  earth  of 
1,6  ours,  to  people  thofe  forfaken  regions  of  blifs 

2.  The  hofts  of  angels  fell  every  one  by  his  own 
actual  tranfgreffion,  but  mankind  in  and  by  the 
fin  of  their  firft  parents*  The  angels  were  not  trea¬ 
ted  in  a  covenant-head,  as  we  v/ere  by  God.  They 
were  created  all  together,  diftinft  fpiritual  fubfi- 
ftences,  and  are  not  born  or  derived  one  from  a- 
nother  as  we  are  j  whereby  a  corrupt  nature  is  pro¬ 
pagated  from  the  parent  to  the  child.  There  is 
no  fuch  relation  in  the  angelical  nature:  they  are 
not  fpirits  in  flefh  as  we  are.  Now  tho’  the  juflice 
of  God  is  not  to  be  impeached,  nor  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  to  be  excufed  on  this  account ;  yet 
doubtlefs  it  had  been  more  criminal  and  hainous 
if  every  one  of  us  had  perfonally,  like  the  fallen 
angels,  revolted  from  God  by  an  act  of  their  own 
wills. 

When  Adam  and  Eve  fell  they  v/ere  alone  in  the 
world,  and  we  were  only  in  their  loins  *,  he  being 
a  covenant-head  to  all  his  feed.  By  one  man  fin 
enter9 d  into  the  world ,  and  by  the  offence  ofi  one  many 
were  made  fenners,  Rom.  v.  12,  17.  The  angels 
were  created  each  of  them  in  perfect  maturity, 
and  flood  every  one  of  them  for  himfelf,  and  fell 
each  of  them  by  his  own  fin  “  in  their  full  intellect¬ 
ual  ability,  55  as  Mr.  How  expreffes  it.  “  They 
<c  were  perfonal  covenanters,  being  originally  un- 
44  der  a  fort  of  covenant  of  works,  this  do  and  live  : 
<c  They  became  finners  not  by  an  imputed  guilt, 
cc  but  by  a  felfcontradted  malignity  Therefore 

it  has  pleafed  the  jufi:  and  righteous 'God  to  leave 
them  to  perifh  in  their  apoftacy,  while  he  has  in 
great  companion  revealed  a  way  of  falvation  to 
ys. 

3.  The  angels  wer  t  fir  ft  in  tranfgrefilon  and  re¬ 
volt  from  God,  and  therefore  to  be  made  exam* 
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pies  of,  as  the  ringleaders  in  mutiny  and  rebelli¬ 
on,  fedition  and  treafon.  It  is  by  the  Apoftle  noted 
as  an  aggravation  of  the  fin  of  Eve,  that  Jhe  was 
firft  In  the  tranfgrejjion :  i  Tim.  ii.  14.  And  wfi 
know  that  Adam  pleaded  this  in  his  own  excufe, 
and  Eve  excufed  the  ferpent  of  beguiling  her,  Gen. 
iii,  12,  13.  And  this  was  the  juft  condemnation 
of  Satan  and  his  angels,  that  they  were  thefirft  fin- 
ners,  the  original  of  fin.  This  was  a  molt  heinous 
thing  to  bring  fin  into  the  creation  of  God.  It 
was  unknown  before  they  tranfgrefifed,  and  for  ought 
we  know,  it  never  had  been  at  all  but  for  them. 

“  In  all  agency  of  good  and  evil  ( a )  much  is 
“  wont  to  be  attributed  to  this,  who  was  firft  in  it? 
“  In  point  of  good  the  blefled  Go  d  has  nocompetitor. 
“  He  is  the  undoubted  firft  fountain  of  all  good, and 
“  is  therefore  truly  acknowledged  to  be  th efupreme 

good.  But  in  point  of  moral  evil  there  is  none  pri- 

or  to  the  devil ,  who  is  therefore  eminently  called 

‘  the  wicked  one  ”. 

“  It  has  been  efteemed  the  wifdom  of  govern- 
“  ment  (b)  to  punifhwith  feverity  thefirft  i breach 
“  of  a  law,  to  fecure  obedience  for  the  future.  He 
“  therefore  that  firft  prefumed  to  break  the  fabbath 
“  was  put  to  death  by  the  commandment  of  God  : 
“  And  Solomon  punifh’d  the  firft  attempt  upon  his 
“  royalty  with  death,  tho’ in  the  perlon  of  his  bro- 
“  ther  ”. 

4.  The  fin  of  angels  was  in  the  midft  ofheaven, 
under  the  utmoft  degrees  of  light  and  knowledge, 
favour  and  felicity.  God  had  fet  them  according 
to  the  dignity  of  their  nature  in  his  own  immediate 
prefence,  and  about  his  throne  of  glory:  and  there 
they  plotted  and  a  died  treafon,  even  in  the  face 
and  vifion  ot  the  almighty.  This  was  infolent  in- 

(*)  'Me  words  ef  the  lan  excellent  Mr.  How.  (I)  Dr.  Bates. 
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deed,  and  inexcufable.  To  fin  without  any  weak- 
nefs  and  infirmity,  ignorance  or  deceit,  was  high¬ 
ly  prefumptuous.  They  were  among  the  morning 
Jiars  and  fins  of  God  *  and  the  eminence  of  their  na¬ 
ture  and  ftate,  being  fpirits  in  glory  and  mini- 
fters  in  the  court  of  heaven,  render’d  their  revolt 
from  God  m oft  ungrateful  and  audacious.  44  They 
44  did  not  fin  (fays  Dr.  Bates)  by  errour  andmiftake, 
44  but  with  a  malice  which  render’d ’em  uncapable 
44  of  mercy.  They  knowingly  and  proudly  defpifed 
44  God’s  will,  and  their  prefumption  was  inexpiable. 

44  It  being  with  fo  high  a  hand  there  was  no  facri- 
44  fice  appointed  for  it.  The  fin  of  angels  was  to 
44  them,  we  may  fuppofe,  as  the  fin  againji  the  holy 
44  ghoji  is  to  us  under  the  gofpel ;  and  therefore  fure 
C4  neverto  be  forgiven  Man  finned  againft  much 
light  and  grace  in  his  earthly  paradife ,  but  much 
lefs  than  angels  had  in  their  heavenly  ftate..  What 
was  Adam's  Eden ,  tho’  a  garden  of  God ,  to  Satan's 
feat  once  in  heaven  ?  Adam's  knowledge  there  came 
much  ftiort  of  the  wifdom  of  an  angel  of  light v 
Man  in  his  firft  ftate  was  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels .  They  were  in  heaven,  and  man  upon  the 
earth  *,  they  were  pure  fpirits,  man  a  fpirit  in 
flefti.  As  heaven  therefore  is  higher  than  the  earth, 
fo  great  may  the  diftance  feem  between  the  fin  of 
Angels  and  of  Adam.  Man  obtained  mercy  be- 
caufe  he  finned  with  more  of  ignorance. 

5.  The  angels  finned  without  a  tempter .  There 
was  none  to  entice  ’em,  impofe  upon  ’em  and  be¬ 
tray  ’em.  There  was  not  fo  much  as  an  inftance 
of  fin,  nor  any  being  of  it,  to  draw  them  into 
it*,  much  lefs  any  endeavour  ufed  to  perfwade,  cor¬ 
rupt  and  debauch  them  ;  as  they  with  much  art 
and  fubtlety  beguiled  Eve .  As  flic  accufcd  the 
ferpent,  fo  the  curfe  finally  came  upon  his  head. 
The  devil  had  none  to  accufe  but  himfelf  when  he 

fell. 
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fell.  The  angels  that  finned  left  their  own  place: 
they  did  it  of  themfelves  and  voluntarily.  It  is 
pofllble  indeed  that  fome  arch- angel ,  fince  the  Prince 
oj  devils^  headed  their  revolt,  and  was  leader  in  it, 
and  fo  a  feducer  of  the  legions  that  followed  him. 
But  what  temptation  could  they  have  to  follow 
him  from  heaven  ?  Did  pride,  or  envy,  or  hatred 
of  God  and  holinefs  drive  them  thence  ?  But  how 
came  it  into  them  ?  how  came  thofe  fpiritnal  wick - 
ednejfes  into  heaven,  that  high  and  holy  place  ? 

“  Truly,  as  an  excellent  perfon  has  it,  the  de~ 
&c  vil  is  an  original  proprietor  in  fin,  and  as  our  Sa- 

viour  faith,  it  is  of  his  own.  Nowon  this  account 
“  he  is  not  at  all  in  the  fame  capacity  with  man  to 
<c  be  reflored  by  a  faviour  :  For  man  fell  by  another’s 

malice,  and  is  recovered  by  another’s  merit  ”.  The 
like  therefore  is  not  provided  for  them  that  finned 
by  their  own  malice.  Devils  being  their  own  temp¬ 
ters  were  fo  much  the  lefs  objects  of  God’s  pi¬ 
ty  and  faving  mercies. 

6.  The  fallen  angels  tempted  and  feduced  poor 
•nan  into  fin.  Not  only  were  they  not  feduced  by  o- 
thers,  but  they  feduced  us.  They  ruined  a  world  bc- 
fides  themfelves.  They  envied  man  his  holinefs  and 
happinefs,  and  God  any  glory  and  fervice  from  him. 
Not  only  would  they  notferve  him  themfelves,  but 
they  made  us  rebel  like  themfelves.  They  are  not  on¬ 
ly  the  firft  authors  of  fin,  butalfo  of  all  the  fins  that  e- 
ver  have  been  or  will  be  committed.  “  The  deceiver 
*c  is  more  deeply  guilty,  than  the  deceived.  The  laft 
cc  can  deferve  no  mercy,  but  the  former  may  highly 
<c  deferve  never  to  have  any  fhewn  to  him  ”.  And  it 
may  be,  that  the  fin  of  devils  in  fcducing  mankind 
might  fix  them  in  their  hopejefs  eftate.  Who  knows 
but  it  was  fo?  It  is  not  at  all  improbable.  Pofiibly 
fome  way  had  been  found  out  for  an  off  er  of  mercy  to 
them,  had  they  not  with  a  curled  malice  againft 

"God 
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God  drawn  away  another  world  from  him.  What 
could  it  advantage  them  to  do  this  thing  ?  It  fhew’d 
them  fixed  in  their  enmity,  rage  and  fpite  againft 
the  bleflfed  God.  O  the  wrong  to  us  and  unto  God 
to  ruin  the  numerous  race  of  mankind  !  how  fhould 
it  ever  be  forgiven  them  !  Can  we  forgive  them: 
or  can  the  good  God,  which  is  infinitely  greater  ! 
who  fets  more  by  our  fouls  than  we  can  do.  Is 
this  but  a  meer  humane  refentment  ?  or  doth  not 
GgJ  alfo  refent  the  wrong,  and  will  never  fhew 
them  mercy  that  did  it? 

7.  We  never  read  of  the  leaf!:  remorfe  in  the  fal¬ 
len  angels,  but  have  many  proofs  of  a  fixt  malig¬ 
nity  and  utter  obduracy  againftGod  andgoodnefs. 
Spiritual  wickedneffes  in  the  breafts  of  the  fallen 
angels  are  far  more  malignant  againft  God,  than 
the  wandring  of  a  flefhly  appetite  in  Adam  and  Eve 
after  a  forbidden  tree.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  fpin- 
tual  luffs  to  fix  a  wretched  fpirit  in  its  averfation 
from  God..  Malice  againft  God  is  incurable,  and 
therefore  unpardonable.  If  men  once  turn  devils 
on  earth,  their  ftate  is  ashopelefs  as  theirs.  They 

are  no  more  vincible  by  the  ordinary  methods  of 
grace 

When  ou  x  fir  ft  parents  had.foolifhly  ruin’d  them- 
felves  and  us,  they  were  afham’d  of  what  they  had 
done  and  hid  themfelves  ;  they  excus’d  the  fault  as 
well  as  they  could,  and  if  they  cou’d,  would  have 
repented .  they  fear’d  and  lied  from  the  voice  of 
an  angry  God,  and  if  they  durft  or  knew  how, 
would  have  ask’d  mercy.  It  feems  not  to  have 
been  thus  with  devils .  As  they  finned  in  heaven, 
fo  they  left  it. .  They  turn’d  their  back  upon  it' 
m  hatred  of  it,  its  holinefs  and  its  God.  They 
prefently  afted  all  that  hatred  of  God  could  infpire 
them  to  do.  They  went  and  undid  another  fair 
and  happy  order  of  beings.  To  this  d^iy  they  car¬ 
ry 
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ry  on  the  curfed  defire.  They  deftroy  thofe  for  whom 
Chrift  died.  They  delight  to  blaft  the  works  ot 
God,  whether  of  creation  or  grace.  They  hear 
with  fpite  and  rage  the  falvation  of  any  one  foul. 
They  are  full  of  all  fubtlety  and  mifchief,  pervert¬ 
ing  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord.  Like  roaring  li¬ 
ens  they  go  about  feeking  whom  they  may  devour. 
They  feem  fill’d  with  an  invincible  antipathy  to 
rhe  holinefs  of  God.  When  one  of  them  met  Chrift 
in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  he  cried  out,  what  have  I 
to  do  with  thee?  thou  holy  one  of  God!  I  know  thee 
who  thou  art .  He  faid  true  j  tho’  fpoken  like  a  de¬ 
vil.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  holinefs, 
which  he  mortally  hated,  and  was  his  torment  to 
behold.  For  as  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be¬ 
hold  impurity,  fo  Satan  is  too  foul  a  fpirit  to  bear 
the  fight  of  holinefs. 

I  hope  I  have  done  the  devil  no  wrong  in .  this 
account  of  him  •,  and  if  not,  you  will  eafily  infer 
that  he  can  be  little  capable  of  being  an  object 
of  divine  mercy  and  companion.  And  if  I  have 
faid  anything  ofthe  aggravation  of  the  fin  of  angels 
in  comparifon  of  the  fin  of  /Idain^  none  will  under- 
ftand  it  in  extenuation  of  man’s  fin, the  crime  whereof 
appears  in  the  dreadful  punifhment  of  it,  that  in 
da?n  all  die . 

Let  us  have  the  devil  in  deteftation,  as  the  bleffed 
and  righteous  God  hath.  A  reftraintis  hereby  laid  on 
our  pity  and  compaffion.  We  owe  none  to  thofe  ac- 
ourfed  fpints.  God  has  none,  and  would  we  be  more 
pure  than  our  Maker  ?  They  are  mercilefs  to  us,  and 
implacable  enemies  to  God.  Therefore  he  that  made 
them  will  have  no  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that  form¬ 
ed  them  will  fhew  them  no  favour.  And  we  that  are 
fo  far  deftroyed  by  them  Jfhould  therefore  fore  hate 
them  ;  hate  their  fins, andhate  them  for  our  ownwhich 

are  owing  to  them.  As  we  love  Chrift  and  our 

own 
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own  fouls  we  muff  needs  hate  Satan ,  the  inveterate 
enemy  of  our  falvation.  Pfalm.  cxxxix.  idt . 
not  /  A# them ,  O  J,  that  hate  thee ! 

Let  us  adore  diftinguifhing  grace ,  which  has 
made  the  difference  between  apoftate  angels  and 
men.  We  were  under  one  condemnation,  but  no 
place  for  repentance  and  pardon  is  granted  to  them, 
as  there  is  to  us.  Behold  the  goodnefs  and  feverity 
of  God  !  to  them  feverity,  but  to  thee  goodnefs,  if 
thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs,  othcrwife  thou  too 
fhalt  be  cut  off  from  God,  and  depart  accurfed 
with  the  devil  and  his  angels.  Boaff  not  over  thofe 
wretched  fpirits  that  have  no  faviour.  If  God  fpa- 
red  not  the  angels  which  finned,  take  heed  leaft 
he  fpare  not  thee.  Thou  ftandeft  by  faith  *,  be 
not  high  minded  but  fear.  If  you  believe  not  in 
the  Son  of  God,  if  you  embrace  him  not  by  faith 
and  love,  and  live  devoted  to  him  ;  thy  fin  and 
fad  eftate  will  be  in  many  reflects  worfe  than  that 
of  devils.  Impenitence,  prefumption  and  fecurity 
will  yet  caft  thee  away  among  damned  fpirits* 

Let  humility  adorn  and  keep  thee.  What  art 
thou  better  than  the  angels  that  art  fallen !  What 
are  finful  men  to  fill  the  vacant  feats  of  thofe  once 
fhining  Ipirits!  Our  nature  indeed  is  exalted  above 
the  nature  of  angels  in  the  perfon  of  Chrifi,  bur. 
the  falvation  of  the  eledl  riles  at  laft  no  higher  than 
to  be  as  the  Angels,  equal  to  the  Angels. 

Let  us  confider  the  fuperior  and  more  noble  na- 
ture  of  angels,  their  dignity  in  the  creation  of  God. 
It  was  the  honour  of  man  in  his  belt  eftate,  that  he 
was  made  but  little  lower  than  the  angels.  The  an¬ 
gels  (fays  the  eloquent  Dr.  Bates)  art  the  eldeft 
offspring  of  God’s  power :  the  higheft  degree  of 
humane  perfection  is  given  from  a  likenefs  to  them. 
The  beauty  and  luftre  of  Stephen’s  transfigured  face 
is  fet  forth  by  this,  as  the  face  of  an  angel:  David’s 
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excellent  wiidom  is  thus  complimented,  my  Lord  the 
king  is  wife  as  an  angel  of  God:  The  higheft  eloquence 
of  men  is  thus  illustrated,  could  I  fpeak  with  the 
tongue  ef  angels.  The  perfection  and  glory  of 
the  faints  in  heaven  rifes  no  higher  than  this,  to 
be  as  the  angels .  How  wonderful  then  is  it,  that 
this  heavenly  order  of  beings  are  palled  by,  and  man 
that  is  a  worm  (an  inferior  fpirit  in  flefh,  and  alli¬ 
ed  thereby  unto  the  beafts  of  the  earth;  the  origi¬ 
nal  of  whole  body  was  of  the  duft,  and  now  by  fin 
it  was  apace  refolving  into  dull  again)  how  won¬ 
derful  a  thing  is  it  to  fee  this  humane  nature  more 
regarded  than  the  angelical,  in  this  high  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  inftance,  that  it  fhould  be  affumed  in¬ 
to  a  myfterious  union  to  the  divine  nature  by  the 
Son  of  God  ?  One  would  have  been  ready  to  think 
this  the  birthright  of  angels,  that  the  elder  and 
higher  offspring  would  have  had  the  fir (l  favour  of 
the  Father  of  fpirit s ,  who  made  them  his  fins  and 
fears  of  the  morning.  Their  endowments  were  more 
eminent  than  thofe  of  imbodied  fpirits,  and  they 
were  formed,  for  more  illuftrious  fervices  in  his  king¬ 
dom,  as  it  feems  to  us;  and  yet  thefe  veffels  of 
gold  are  pafs’d  by,  and  veffels  of  clay  are  chofen. 

But  tho’  we  are  not  equal  in  nature  and  in  the 
order  of  beings,  yet  we  were  one  in  apoftacy  and 
condemnation.  The  law  and  juftice  of  God  is  one 
and  the  fame  refpedting  them  and  us,  and  God  could 
have  glorified  himfclf  alike  on  us  and  them  ;  and 
his  mercy  would  have  been  as  magnificent  had  it 
been  glorified  in  them.  We  might  have  been  held 
juftly  under  the  fame  chains  with  them,  in  whofe  re¬ 
volt  from  God  we  had  fided.  The  redtoral  holi- 
nefs  of  God  is  blazon’d  by  the  riches  of  grace  to 
man,  from  thefe  confederations.  As  the  multitude 
of  the  heavenly  hofts  fang  in  the  day  of  our  Lord’s 
nativity  ;  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft ,  on  earth  peace 
good  will  toward  man .  Ufe.  x . 
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Ufa .  i.  Then  there  are  angels ,  and  an  invifibie 
world  of  created  intellectual  fjpirits.  It  was  the 
dangerous  error  of  the  Sadducees  of  old,  that  there 
is  neither  angel  nor  fpirit.  This  rales  the  foundation 
of  all  religion,  drawing;  thefe  deftrudtive  confe- 
quences  after  it,  that  neither  is  the  loul  of  man  im¬ 
mortal,  nor  is  there  any  future  ftate  of  recompence 
either  of  the  juft  or  unjuft.  We  are  as  much  bound 
to  believe  that  there  is  an  unfeen  world  of  angels 
and  fpirits,  as  we  are  fure  there  is  a  world  ot  men 
which  we  fee  and  converle  with.  The  fanpture 
fpeaks  often  of  this  unfeen  world,  and  it  is  a  fun¬ 
damental  truth  both  of  natural  and  revealed  reli¬ 
gion. 

2 .  There  are  evil  angels  too,  which  is  to  fay 
devils :  fallen,  wicked  and  accurfed  lpirits  of  hod  1 : 
unclean  /pints,  that  have  loft  their  original  holinefs, 
and  are  funk  into  the  laft  degrees  of  guilt,  impu¬ 
rity  and  wretchednefs. 

Let  none  queftion  this  dark  and  uncomfortable 
truth.  It  fhould  be  terrible  to  mankind  to  con  if 
der  it.  Thefe  morning  ftars ,  whither  are  they  fal¬ 
len  !  thofe  once  fans  of  God,  what  are  they  become  1 
viler  than  any  worm,  fnake  or  toad  of  the  duft. 
Do  not  disbelieve  it,  nor  make  light  of  it,  that 
there  are  devils  ;  we  have  a  fad  proof  and  convic¬ 
tion  of  it  in  our  own  corruption.  There  were  de¬ 
vils,  we  may  think,  before  this  world  of  ours  was 
created.  And  they  are  malignant  apoftates  from 
God  and  enemies  to  him  unto  this  day,  and  will 
remain  fo  to  all  eternity.  Our  firft  mother  might 
and  fhould  have  known  him  from  his  motion  to 
her.  What  but  fome  wicked  curfed  being  could 
perfwade  her  to  disbelieve  God  ?  But  that  perfon 
mufi.  be  much  under  the  power  of  the  devil  who 
queftions  whether  there  is  one, 
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3.  i  here  is  doubtlefs  an  hell  of  everlafting  fire 
prepared  for  this  devil  and  his  angels,  and  a  day 
cf  judgment  whereunto  they  are  referved.  They  be¬ 
lieve  this  and  tremble.  Some  of  them  befought 
Chrift  net  to  torment  them  before  their  time. 
They  are  now  prifoners  at  large,  have  a  loofe  and 
range,  but  are  in  chains  for  a  day  of  execution. 
One  great  folemnity  of  the  day  of  Chrift  is,  the 
judgment  of  evil  angels  by  the  Son  of  God  in  our 
nature.  His  faints,  his  now  tempted  members, 
fhall  fit  down  with  him  on  his  throne  and  judge 
angels.  1  hey  fhall  be  judged  for  their  own  apo * 
ftacy,  and  for  their  feducing  us,  which  is  a  very 
great  part  of  the  guilt  and  condemnation  of  de¬ 
vils.  1  hey  final l  be  judged  for  all  the  temptati¬ 
ons  wherewith  they  do  implacably  purlue  all  the 
children  of  men,  through  all  ages  of  the  world  ; 
and  therein  oppofc  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and 
leek  the  deft rudt ion  of  louls  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power.  1  hey  fhall  be  judged  for  the  fins  of  the 
ungodly,  whom  they  lead  captive  at  their  will,  and 
for  the  fouls  which  they  deftroy  :  And  they  fhall 
be  judged  tor  all  thofe  temptations  of  the  godly, 
wherein  they  have  fucceeded  or  have  not  fucceed- 
ed.  Their  Redeemer  is  mighty,  and  highly  incenfed 
to  revenge  the  wrongs  defigned  againft  them  or 
done  to  them. 

4.  What  admiration,  love  and  praife  owe  we  to 
Chrift ,  for  his  delights  in  the  fons  of  men,  while 
he  had  not  that  pleafure  in  the  nature  of  angels* 
The  Pfalmift  teaches  us  to  fing,  0  Lord  our  Lord , 
how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth!  who  haft 
fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens .  Out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  /ticklings  haft  thou  ordained  ftrength ,  be- 
caufe  of  thine  enemies  *,  that  thou  might  eft  ft  ill  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger .  What  is  man  that  thou  art  mind¬ 
ful  of  himz  and  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  vifiteft  him! 

2  Thou 
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Thou  madejl  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels ,  but 

haft  highly  exalted  him  above  them,  in  the  incar¬ 
nation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  in  the  redemption 
of  fallen  man.  O  the  joy,  thankfgiving  and  holy 
triumph  that  will  fill  the  fouls  of  faints ,  when  they 
Ilia  11  fee  the  fen  of  man  in  his  glory ,  and  the  apo- 
ftate  fpirits  of  hell  brought  to  his  bar,  trembling 
and  abjedt,  to  receive  their  doom  from  his  lips  *, 
while  they  behold  themfelves  refeued  by  his  pow¬ 
er  and  grace,  redeemed* by  his  blood,  from  the  hands 
and  plagues  of  thofe  forlorn  and  impious  ghofis! 
And  O  the  envy  and  rage  of  devils ,  then  to  fee  the 
myriads  of  glorified  faints  about  the  throne  of  the 
Lamb,  and  themfelves  judged  before  them,  as  af- 
fefTors  with  the  man  Cbrifl  Jefus. 

5.  Has  the  Son  of  God  taken  our  nature,  and 
not  the  nature  of  angels?  Let  it  be  an  argument 
with  the  fons  of  men,  why  any  of  them  will  peri fn 
with  the  devil  and  his  angels  at  the  laft  day.  We 
know  the  fentence  that  will  pafs  on  them  that  perifh 
in  the  laft  day.  Depart  ye  curfed  into  everlafing  fire 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels .  Matt.  xxv.  ult . 
The  devils  cannot  efcape  thefe  everlafting  burnings, 
but  we  may  *,  and  if  we  do  not,  it  will  be  becaufe 
that  we  defpife  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature,  and 
fide  with  devils  againft  him. 

1.  Let  us  not  defpife  the  Son  of  God  in  our  na¬ 
ture.  What  foul  and  bale  ingratitude  were  this ! 
what  madnefs  and  folly,  malignity  and  hardnefs  ! 
which  a  very  devil  (one  would  think,)  could  never 
be  guilty  of.  The  angels  never  faw  the  only-hegotteji 
of  the  Father  in  their  nature  :  Such  a  fight  (may  we 
think)  would  have  prevented  their  ever  falling,  or 
have  recovered  them  from  their  apoftacy.  But  they 
fee  themfelves  pafled  by,  and  look  for  their  eter¬ 
nal  torments,  with  wild  and  mad  defpair.  Yet 
men  led  captive  by  them  perfift  in  a  revolt  from 
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Gou,  as  h  lac  revelation  of  a  Saviour  had  never 
been  made  unto  them  •,  as  if  the  Son  of  God  had 
never  appeared  and  died  in  their  nature  for  their 
lalvation.  How  amazing  is  this  to  think  !  and 
bozv  JJjaH  we  efcape  ij  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  ! 
•bail  not  this  mylfery  oi  grace  be  able  to  lave  thee? 
Is  there  no  charm,  no  beauty  in  it,  wherefore  thou 
fhouldeft  defire  Chrift?  read  over  the  context,  from 
the  fixth  verfe,  and  fay,  ifhelhould  be  defpijed  and 
rejected  of  men . 

2,  Let  us  not  fide  with  devils  againft  the  Son  of 
God.  fie  took  not  their  nature  but  ours,  and  they 
ai  e  furioufiy  fill  d  with  hatred  to  him  and  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  work  of  our  falvation.  Yet  multitudes 
of  the  Ions  and  daughters  of  men  fide  with  them 
neiein  to  their  own  confufion  God  in  their  nature, 
the  rock  of  their  falvation,  is  lightly  efteemed  by 
-  diem  ;  while  they  keep  their  league  with  hell,  ancl 
maintain  tneir  confeaeracy  with  the  unpardonable 
enemies  of  God,  and  irreconcileable  foes  to  their 
own  fouls.  T  hey  refolve  to  be  miferable  with  de¬ 
vils  in  fpite  of  all  that  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God 
can  do  to  prevent  them.  They  will  not  that  God 
m  their  own  nature  fhould  rule  and  fave  them,  but 
<  hufe  rather  to  perifh  with  devils  whom  he  abhors. 
And  what  can  be  faid  to  them  in  this  cafe  ?  but  as 
the  prophet  faid  to  Ahab  when  he  made  a  league 
with  his  vanquifh’d  and  mortal  enemy  Benhadady 
the  proud  defyer  and  blafphemcr  of  God  and  Ifrael  y 
Becaufe  thou  haft  thus  fided  with  one  whom  God  had 
devoted  to  deftrublion ,  thy  foul  Jh all  perifh  with  him . 

I  conclude  with  a  few  pertinent  admonitions . 

i.  Take  warning  by  the  fallen  angels.  Be  warn¬ 
ed  by  their  ruin  to  fear  fin,  to  repent  of  it,  ancl 
to  prize  a  Saviour.  If  God  fpared  not  the  angels 
that  finned  in  heaven,  will  he  fpare  us  if  we  rejedt 
his  Son  from  heaven  ?  Our  cafe  might  have  been 

the 


e 


w 


the  Nature  of  Angels.  4 

fame  with  theirs,  to  have  been  left  for  ever 
out  a  Saviour ;  and  it  may  be  again  as  bad  or 
worfe  than  theirs  by  impenitence  under  the  gofpel 
of  falvation.  As  the  fallen  angels  were  once  treated 
with  perfonally  in  a  covenant  of  life,  fo  are  we  now 
under  the  gofpel.  As  they  in  their  own 
perfons  violated  the  covenant  of  their  God, 
fo  do  impenitent  finners  every  one  by  himfelf. 
They  finned  in  heaven,  we  are  exalted  to  heaven 
in  the  revelations  of  God  to  us,  and  leave  our  odc- 
rious  ftate ;  become  apoftates  from  Thrift,  deny 
tne  Lord  that  bought  us,  and  bring  upon  ourfelves 
iwift  deftruction.  The  devils  never  finned  againft 
redeeming  mercy,  but  finners  under  the  gofpel 
t^ead  under  fool  the  Son  of  God ,  and  do  dejpite  to  the 
Spirit  of  grace.  Heb.  x.  29.  O  how  will  confidence 
bite  and  fling  under  this  accufation  !  and  how  will 
devils  themfelves  upbraid,  reproach  and  fcorn  dam¬ 
ned  fouls  !  The  Son  of  man  in  his  glory  will  be  left 
fufferable  to  thefe,  than  to  devils  themfelves  :  The 
judge  is  not  in  their  nature,  and  was  never  flighted 
by  them  as  a  Redeemer.  0 

?•  Wauth  againft  the  fpecial  fins  of  devils :  a- 
gainft  fpintual  wickedneffes,  the  filthinefles  of  the 
foul.  Such  are  pride,  difeontent,  envy,  hatred 
malice,  malignity  againft  God,  blafphemy,  tempt- 
mg  others  to  fin,  tfc.  Nor  be  like  the  devil  m 
defpair ;  for  thy  cafe  and  his  are  not  at  all  alike; 
the  Son  of  God  took  not  the  nature  of  angels,  but 

.  e  toofr  N  nature  ;  and  in  it  he  ever  liveth  to  make 
tntercejfion  wherefore  he  is  able  to  five  unto  the  utter - 
mojt  all  them  that  come  unto  God  by  him. 

fot,Kbr  afC(T  tHe  g!~accs  wllich  are  oppofite 
to  hell.  They  are  love  to  God  and  to  one  another - 

humility,  meeknefs,  penitence,  faith  in  a  Saviour’ 

hope  in  God  s  mercy,  truft  in  his  word,  godlinefs 

with  contentment,  a  fpirit  of  devotion,  prayer  and 

praife ; 
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praife ;  while  devils  are  for  ever  raging  and  blaf- 
pheming,  and  cannot  repent,  to  give  glory  unto 
that  holinefs  and  juftice  which  damns  them  for  ever. 

In  contradiction  to  Satan  and  to  heli  let  us  obey 
the  will  of  God,  even  as  the  angels  do  in  heaven  ; 
let  us  as  we  have  opportunity  do  good  to  others, 
and  efpecially  to  their  fouls ;  feeking  their  eternal 
falvation.  Let  us  imitate  the  angels  of  God,  and 
emulate  their  goodnefs  and  holinefs,  obedience  and 
devotion  :  let  us  feek  communion  with  them,  to 
partake  in  their  love  and  good  offices  now,  and  to 
be  meet  for  their  place  and  fociety,  their  high  im- 
ployments  and  enjoyments  eternally  hereafter;  to 
fill  thofe  thrones  and  manfions  which  devils  in  their 
curfed  and  impious  folly  once  left. 

4.  To  this  end  let  us  improve  the  appointed 
means  of  grace  and  holinefs,  and  particularly  the 
[upper  of  die  Lord.  He  took  not  the  nature  of 
angels;  no,  a  body  was  prepared  for  him ,  a  body 
of  fieffi  and  blood ;  a  body  to  be  broken,  and  blood 
to  be  fhed  for  11s,  for  the  remiffion  of  fin  ;  a  hu¬ 
mane  foul  too,  whereof  to  make  an  offering.  This 
he  has  ordained  a  perpetual  memorial  of,  and  God 
forbid  that  men  ftiould  not  keep  it  in  remembrance 
as  he  has  required!  God  forgive  it,  that  no  more 
do  fo.  Would  devils  ferve  the  Son  of  God  fo,  if 
he  had  taken  their  nature  ?  God  knows.  But  then 
they  muft  have  remained  devils  in  lpite  of  lucli  a 
grace.  We  may  not  bring  this  railing  accujatioii 
even  againfl  the  devil  himfelf,  as  to  fuppofe  that  if 
Son  of  God  had  taken  the  natuie  ot  angels  they 

would  have  refus’d  to  be  faved  by  him. 

He  took  the  feed  of  Abraham ,  and  has  faid  to  all 
believers  in  him,  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.  So 
we  remember  that  he  was  of  the  feed  of  David  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  flefli,  but  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 

God  with  power,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  hoh- 

neis, 
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Remember  me  (has  he  faid)  as  one  akin  and  rela¬ 
ted  to  you  •,  as  we  bear  in  mind  and  on  our  hearts 
with  love,  efteem  and  defire,  our  abfent  relatives: 
Remember  me  that  I  am  of  one  blood  with  you, 
your  brother  whom  you  fold,  but  God  fent  to  fave 
many.  Remember  me  as  flsjh  of  your  flejh ,  and 
bone  of  your  bone:  the  feed  in  whom  you  are  blefied, 
and  by  whom  the  lerpent’s  head  is  broken.  Re¬ 
member  how  I  was  bruifed,  pierced,  broken  for 
your  precious  and  dear  fouls  •,  and  remember  me 
now  in  heaven  ('rifen,  afeended,  reigning;  in  this 
glorified  humane  nature.  He  manifefts  himfelf  to 
us  in  this  breaking  of  bread ,  and  fays  to  us  as  he  once 
did  to  Thomas ,  See  that  it  is  I  myfelf  behold  my 
hands  and  my  feet:  Let  us  anfwer,  My  Lord ,  and 
niy  God! 
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Psalm  xxii.  9,  10. 

But  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb, 
thou  did  ft  make  me  hope  when  I  was  upon 
nn  mother  s  breaft :  I  was  cajt  upon  thee  from 
the  womb ,  thou  art  my  God  from  my  mother's 
belly. 

T  is  a  good  and  a  comely  thing  for  us  al- 
ways  to  remember  with  a  becoming  de¬ 
votion,  gratitude  and  admiration,  the 
early  and  continued  care  which  a  graci¬ 
ous  providence  has  taken  of  us  from  the  firft  hour 

of 
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of  our  being  and  exiftence.  Every  day  we  live 
we  fhould  be  looking  back  on  all  the  days  that  are 
paft,  and  never  let  later  mercies  obliterate,  but  ra¬ 
ther  fix  more  in  our  memory,  thofe  that  were  firft 
received.  And  the  more  inienfible  we  were  of 
die  goodnefs  of  a  gracious  God  to  us  in  the  day 
of  our  conception,  in  our  formation,  birth  and  in¬ 
fancy  *,  fo  much  the  more  fhould  we  now  bear 
the  fame  in  mind,  and  adore  our  Maker  and  Pre- 
ferver  on  the  account  thereof. 

This  is  that  exercife  of  grace  which  David  in  the 
text  leads  us  into,  namely,  religioufiy  to  remember 
and  improve,  and  give  God  the  glory  of,  his 
firft  and  moft  early  providential  care  of  us  while 
we  lay  in  the  womb ,  at  our  birth  into  the  world, 
and  when  we  fucked  the  breafls  of  our  mothers*,  as 
well  as  through  our  after  childhood,  youth  and 
manhood  :  Thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb , 
thou  didfl  make  me  hope  when  1  was  upon  my  mother's 
breafts ,  &c. 

Which  words,  as  they  lye  here  in  this  Pfahn ,  muft 
be  confider’d  in  a  twofold  and  very  different  lenfe  *, 
either  as  fpoken  by  David  concerning  himfelf,  and 
fo  every  one  of  us  muft  affume  and  fpeak  them  of 
himfelf  in  way  of  daily  religious  acknowledgment 
to  the  great  God  ;  or  we  muft  confider  the  words, 
as  fpoken  in  the  name  of  our  Lordjefus  Chriji \  and 
by  David  as  a  type  of  him. 

It  is  in  the  latter  fenfe  that  I  fhall  take  the  words*, 
and  I  think  with  great  propriety  :  For  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Pfalm  to  the  end  of  it  David  in 
fpirit  fpeaks  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  There  is  nothing  in 
it  but  what  is  applicable  to  Chriji ,  and  there  are 
many  things  in  it  which  are  applicable  to  David  on¬ 
ly  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe.  Many  piflages  here 
were  literally  fulfilled  in  Chrift,  and  others  are  ex- 
preffly  applied  to  him  in  the  new  tefi ament . 
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T-  he  pfalm  begins  with  the  very  words,  which 
our  Lord  uttered  upon  his  crofs  ;  My  God ,  my  God! 
why  haft  thouforfaken  me?  It  afterwards  relates  how 
he  fhould  be  derided  and  reviled  ;  all  they  that  fee 
me  laugh  me  to  f lorn ,  they  Jhoot  out  the  lip ,  they  Jhake 
the  head ,  faying  he  trufted  on  the  Lord  that  he  would 
deliver  him  ;  let  him  deliver  him  ;  let  him  deliver  him , 
feeing  he  delighted  in  him.  All  this  was  mod  exactly 
fulfilled  in  (Thrift,  as  we  read  Matth.  xxvii.  39,  43. 

But  yet  more  particularly  in  the  1 6,  17,  18, 
veries  of  the  Pfalm  we  have  the  Sufferings  of  Chrift 
de (bribed  in  the  form  0!  a  tragical  execution  and  cru¬ 
cifixion  ;  namely,  how  the  affembly  of  the  wicked 
would  inclofe  him ,  and  pierce  his  hands  and  his  feet  ^ 
how  they  would  look  and  dare  upon  him ,  and  might 
tell  alt  his  bones  ;  how  they  wou’d  part  his  gannents 
among  them  and  caft  lots  for  his  vefture.  Thefe 
things  never  happen’d  to  David ,  nor  is  there  any 
thing  like  them  to  be  found  in  his  ftory  ;  but  in 
the  death  of  Chrift  all  were  literally  fulfilled:  See 
John  xix.  23,  24. 

Now  in  the  midft  of  all  the  prophecies  of  Chrift 
we  find  our  text,  which  therefore  ought  in  the  firft 
place  to  be  interpreted  of  him,  and  as  fpoken  by 
him  of  himfelf ;  for  the  encouraging  himfelf  in 
God  and  the  iupport  of  his  holy  foul  under  thofe 
forrows  and  ihames,  iniults  and  outrages,  pains  and 
torments,  which  he  underwent  for  our  falvation. 
But  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb,  &c. 

Andit  is  certain  that  thefe  words  are  more  remar¬ 
kably  and  eminently  true  of  the  man  Chrift  Jefus , 
than  of  David  or  any  other  perlon  whatfoeven 
Wherefore  I  obferve  from  them,  the  peculiar  care 
of  heaven ,  audits  ftngular  operation  in  our  Saviour's 
conception ,  birth,  infancy  and  childhood ;  and  the  de¬ 
vout  acknowledgment  he  here  makes  of  it,  as  became  a 
ton . 
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As  became  his  high  dignity  and  relation  to  God, 

the  work  he  came  into  the  world  upon,  and  the 

glorious  office  he  fuftains  for  ever  ;  io  was  the  con- 

1 cern  of  providence  more  peculiar  in  the  bringing 

him  into  the  world,  than  ever  was  with  refpedt  unto 

any  other  perfon.  It  was  a  fingular  work  of  God, 

the  like  whereunto  never  had  been,  nor  would  be 

again  ;  and  it  became  the  divine  wii'dom  and  good- 

nels  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  concern  it  felf  tliere- 
* 

HI. 

i.  As  to  the  conception  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (a)  it 

was  a  miraculous  thing,  the.  peculiar  concern  of 
providence  and  care  of  heaven.  He  was  the  feed 
of  the  woman,  made  of  a  woman ,  born  of  a  virgin. 
This  was  a  new  thing  which  the  Lord  created  on 
this  great  occafion,  never  to  occur  again.  He 
was  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  higbeft ,  not  in 
the  way  of  ordinary  generation.  The  formation 
of  Ada?ri* s  body  out  of  the  duft,  and  that  of  Cbrift’s 
in  the  womb  of  a  virgin,  were  alike  glorious  eftedts 
of  God’s  power  and  his  creation.  With  equal  io- 
lemnity  they  are  fpoken  of :  Gen.  i.  26.  And  God 
faid ,  let  us  make  man:  Hebr.  x.  5.  A  body  haft 
thou  prepared  me. 

The  angels  of  God  were  moved  on  the  great  oc¬ 
cafion  :  Gabriel  that  hands  in  the  prefence  of  God 
was  fent  to  the  Virgin  Mary  to  acquaint  her  with 
the  wondrous  favour  of  God  to  her,  and  his  migh¬ 
ty  work  in  her.  Luke  i.  30,  31.  And  the  angel  faid 
unto  her ,  Fear  not  Alary ,  for  thou  hajl  found  favour 
with  God ;  for  behold  thou  jh alt  conceive  in  thy  womb , 
and  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  fhalt  call  his  name  Jefus: 
He  Jhall  be  great  and  flood  be  called  the  Son  of  the 
highefi : . - Then  Mary  faid  to  the  angel,  how  Jh  all 

(a)  Gen.  iii.  iy.  Jfai.  vii.  14.  Jcr.  x.xxi.  zz.  Mat* 
i,  18.  Luke  i.  3^.  Gal.  iv,  4, 
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this  be^  feeing  I  know  not  a  man  ?  And  the  angel  an - 
fivered  and  faid  unto  her ,  the  Holy  Gboft  /hall  come 
upon  thee ,  and  the  power  of  the  High  eft  J hall  over- 
foadow  thee ;  therefore  alfo  that  Holy  thing  that  fall 
he  horn  of  thee  fall  be  called  the  Son  of  God.  Thus 
was  the  conception  of  the  body  of  Jefus  the  imme¬ 
diate  care  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and  a  high  ambaffy  was 
fent  from  heaven  to  give  the  humble  Virgin  notice 
of  it  ^  and  to  him  fhe  committed  it,  Behold  the 
handmaid  of  the  Lord ,  be  it  unto  me  according  to  thy 
word .  “  A  believing  fubjedt  to  the  divine  autho- 

rity,  and  a  believing  expectant  of  the  divine  fa- 

vour”. 

In  this  manner  was  the  eternal  word  made  flefli *, 
by  die  Angular,  powerful,  immediate,  ineffable 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  *,  whereby  (as  Bifliop 
Pearfon  fpeaks)  a  Virgin  was  beyond  the  law  of 
nature  enabled  to  conceive,  and  that  which  was 
conceived  in  her  was  originally  and  compleatly 
fandified.  Never  was  there  the  like  care  of  hea¬ 
ven  in  the  conception  of  any  of  the  fons  of  men, 
as  in  his  who  was  eminently  to  be  called  the  fon 
of  man. 

2.  The  care  of  providence  was  the  fame  in  the 
birth  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  The  time,  the  place,  and 
all  the  circumftances  of  it,  were  ordered  by  God 
in  a  very  Angular  manner.  It  was  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time  *,  the  appointed  and  predided  time.  It  was 
in  the  appointed  place ,  Bethlehem ;  of  which  it  was 
written  by  the  prophet,  Out  of  thee  fall  come  the 
governour  that  fall  rule  my  people  Ifrael.  It  was  a 
Angular  providence  that  brought  about  our  Savi¬ 
our’s  birth  in  Bethlehem ,  namely,  A  decree  from 
CcefarAuguftus  that  all  the  world fould  be  taxed.  Luke 
ii.  i.  The  emperor  did  this  out  of  vanity,  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  pride*,  or  in  policy  to  ftrengthen  his  go¬ 
vernment  j  but  providence  had  in  view  the  pro¬ 
phecy 
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phecy  relating  to  the  birth  of  MeJJiah  the  Prince ; 
and  to  effect  it  the  whole  world  was  moved  and 
knew  it  not.  Hereby  Chrift  was  enrolled  of  the 
houfe  and  lineage  of  David  in  a  very  public  man¬ 
ner.  And  hereby  the  prophecies  refpefting  the 
great  humiliations  of  the  MeJJiah  received  an  early 
accomplifliment,  the  holy  babe  being  born  in  an 
Inny  and  laid  in  a  Manger .  The  holy  Mother  had 
not  a  bed  to  lye  on,  nor  any  of  the  daughters  of 
Ifrael  to  be  about  her,  nor  a  cradle  to  lay  the  fa- 
cred  birth  in  :  A  circumftance  which  had  fcarce  e~ 
ver  hapned  to  the  pooreft  in  Ifrael .  Mind  the  har¬ 
mony  of  this  with  our  context,  verfe  6.  I  am  a, 
worm  and  no  man . 

But  then  the  fame  providence  order’d  great  ho¬ 
nours  to  be  done  this  humble  birth.  Heaven  took 
care  to  own  the  holy  babe  in  his  manger,  which  was 
more  than  if  he  had  been  born  in  the  beft  furnifh’d 
palace  that  ever  belong’d  to  the  houfe  of  David. 
For  there  were  near  the  city  fhepherds ,  keeping 
watch  over  their  flocks  by  night,  and  lo  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  fhone  round  about  them  ;  and  the  angel  faid 
to  them,  fear  not,  for  behold  I  bring  you  good 
tydingsof  great  joy  which  fhall  be  unto  all  people  ; 
for  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a 
Saviour  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord:  And  this  fhall  be 
a  fign  unto  you  ;  ye  fhall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in 
lwaddling  cloaths  and  lying  in  a  manger.  And 
fuddenly  there  was  with  the  angel,  a  multitude  of 
the  heavenly  hoft  praifing  God,  and  faying,  glory  to 
God  in  the  highefty  on  earthy  peace ,  good  will  toward 
men .  The  Ihepherds  hereupon  halted  away  to  Beth- 
lehemy  and  found  the  babe  as  had  been  told  them, 
and  returned  praifing  and  glorifying  God.  Never 
was  a  birth  thus  carefully  attended  on  and  honoured 

by 
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by  providence,  its  own  immediate  concern  and 
charge,  and  what  it  took  into  its  own  hands. 

q.  The  infancy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  was  in  a  lingu¬ 
lar  manner  the  care  and  charge  of  the  divine  pro¬ 
vidence.  I  was  cap  upon  thee  from  the  womb ,  thou 
didf  make  me  hope  when  I  was  upon  my  mother’s  breaf. 
The  helplefs  Mother  and  the  holy  Babe  were  both 
watch’d  over  in  an  extraordinary  manner ;  guard¬ 
ed  and  minifter’d  to  by  the  angels  of  God;  as  well 
as  comforted  by  his  prophets.  As  the  Jhepherds  vi- 
iited  her  in  the  fable,  and  told  of  the  vifion  of  an¬ 
gels  and  their  wondrous  fong;  fo  when  lire  came 
to  prefent  the  child  in  the  temple ,  fhe  found  new 
and  infpired  comforters  ;  namely,  Simeon  and  Anna 
prepared  by  the  Holy  Ghop  to  magnify  God  for  his 
lalvation,  and  to  blefs  the  happy  parents  of  the 
great  Redeemer.  Thefe  things  fill’d  Mary  s  foul 
with  wonder  and  joy,  and  entirely  obliterated  the 
darknefs  of  the  manger.  Nextly,  The  par  from 
the  eaft  waited  on  and  honour’d  the  infancy  of 
Thrift :  A  wondrous  phenomenon  in  the  air,  which 
fome  courteous  angel  interpreted  to  the  Magi,,  to 
portend  the  birth  of  the  expected  Meffiah,  the  king 
of  the  Jews.  Thefe  came  to  worfhip  him,  and 
brought  their  ollenngs  of  gold ,  fraukincenje  and 
myrrhe ,  to  fuflain  the  poor  parents  and  their  hap¬ 
py  charge  in  that  approaching  perfecution  and  ex¬ 
ile  which  they  fuffer’d  from  bloody  Herod.  This 
was  a  Angular  care  of  heaven  for  them.  An  angel 
of  God  firll  warn’d  the  Magi  not  to  return  to  Herod , 
and  then  Jofeph  to  take  the  young  child  and  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  flee  into  Egypt ;  which  he  did,  and  was 
there  till  the  death  of  Herod-,  when  again  an  angel 
inform’d  him  of  the  enemy’s  death,  and  bid  him 
return,  and  dtredfed  him  to  Nazareth.  In  all  this 
was  fulfilled  the  prophet’s  words,  which  are  indeed 
our  Saviour’ %  own,  fpoken  in  his  name  by  his  pro- 
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phet,  Ifa.  xlix.  x.  Liften  0  ijles  unto  me,  and  heark¬ 
en  ye  people  from  far  *,  the  Lord  hath  called  me  from 
the  womb ,  from  the  bowels  of  my  Mother  hath  he  made 
mention  of  my  name. 

4.  The  after -childhood  of  our  Saviour  was  under 
a  Angular  care  of  the  divine  providence.  His  Fa¬ 
ther,  his  God  and  guardian,  protected  him  in  his 
obfcurity,  and  provided  for  him  in  his  parents  po¬ 
verty.  Efpecially  he  was  ftrong  in  fpirit ,  filled  with 
wifdom ,  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him.  Luke 
ii.  40.  He  grewfafter  in  his  wifdom  than  in  feature* 
the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  thofe  that  faw  and 
convers’d  with  him  with  a  fpiritual  eye.  When  he 
Jliewed  himfelf  to  the  doctors  at  twelve  years  old, 
methinks  it  was  as  Mofes  fhewed  himfelf  to  his  bre¬ 
thren,  fuppofing  that  (by  the  rage  of  his  divine 
knowledge  and  fan&ity  which  then  pafs’d  before 
them)  they  would  have  underftood  how  that  God  by 
his  hand  would  deliver  them .  See  Adis  vii.  25. 

And  now  let  us  proceed  to  confider  the  devout 
and  thankful  acknowledgment  made  by  our  Lord  Jefus , 
of  that  tender  care  which  the  Father  took  of  him  in  his 
conception ,  birth ,  infancy ,  and  after  times .  Thou 
art  He  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb,  thou  didft 
make  me  hope  when  I  was  upon  my  Mothers 
breaft,  (Ac. 

This  was  as  became  a  fon,  full  of  reverence,  gra¬ 
titude  and  love.  And  we  may  obferve  in  it  thele 
three  things,  1.  His  great  regards  to  that  nature 
of  ours  which  he  took.  2.  His  great  notice  of 
the  leaf  circumftances  of  divine  favour  to  him  in 
things  relating  to  his  life  here  in  the  body.  3.  The 
high  devotion  and  fpirit  of  religion  with  which  he 
notic’d  thefe  things. 

1.  The  great  regards  which  our  Lord  here  ex- 

prelies  to  that  nature  of'  ours  which  he  vouchsafed 
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to  take*  Truly  his  delights  were  with  the  fins  of 
men ,  his  fpecial  pleafure  was  in  mankind,  the  in- 
habitants  of  this  earth.  Prov.  viii.  31.  The 
only-begotten  when  he  came  into  the  world  laid,  a 
body  haft  thou  prepared  for  me.  The  humane  na¬ 
ture  is  certainly  in  it  felf  a  very  glorious  workman- 
fhip  ol  God,  precious  in  his  eyes  and  honourable. 
The  Son  of  God  not  only  did  not  difdain  to  affume 
it,  but  he  affum’d  it  with  pleafure.  Had  it  been 
an  acquifition  to  him,  he  could  not  fpeak  of  it  with 
more  content  and  fatisfaclion.  He  did  not  defpife 
the  virgin’s  womb^  the  mother’s  breafi ,  nor  the  fee¬ 
ble  infant  Hate  of  man.  Had  God  become  man 
by  appearing  at  once  in  the  perfection  of  humane 
life,  by  an  inftantaneous  production  of  an  humane 
perfon  to  be  for  ever  united  to  and  filled  with  the 
fin  of  the  biffed ,  (as  Adam  was  created  adult  and 
perfeCt  in  his  kindj  this  had  been  an  aftonifhing 
thing.  But  in  the  way  wherein  the  children  are 
partakers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf  took 
part  of  the  fame  ;  only  lo  as  not  to  be  conceived 
and  born  in  fin,  which  was  both  impoflible  to  him, 
and  inconfiftent  with  our  falvation  by  him.  The 
Son  of  God  was  not  ajhamed  to  be  called  our  brother ; 
to  come  into  our  world  as  we  do,  and  as  we  had 
done  if  we  had  never  finned.  He  remembers  with 
pleafure  that  he  was  conceived ,  that  he  lay  in  the 
womb,  that  he  was  born ,  that  he  was  an  infant  of 
clays.  From  the  bowels  of  his  mother  he  makes  menti¬ 
on  of  thefe  things  There  is  nothing  mean  or  vile 
that  belongs  to  the  humane  nature,  as  fuch.  It  is 
all  wondrous  and  admirable.  Were  we  brought 
into  being  otherwife,  it  would  be  in  lefs  excellent 
manner.  There  is  nothing  greater  in  the  firft  man’s 
creation,  than  in  his  childrens  formation  and  birth. 
See  that  thou  magnify  his  work,  or  if  there  were 

any  part  or  circumftancc  of  our  li  fa  that  lacked,  my 

text 
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text  beftows  thereon  the  more  abundant  honour . 
Matth .  viii.  17.  Himfelf  took  our  infirmities.  Hebr. 
ii.  17.  In  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like 
to  his  brethren .  It  is  a  great  regard  our  Lord  ex- 
preffed  to  the  bleffed  womb  that  bare  him ,  and  the 
paps  that  fuckled  him. 

2.  I  obferve  the  very  great  notice  which  our  Lord 
took  of  the  leafit  circumjtances  of  the  divine  favour 
to  him,  relating  to  the  nature  he  affumed,  the 
flefhhe  tabernacled  in,  his  birth  into  the  world  and 
his  life  in  it.  So  he  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs,  and 
glorified  God  in  our  nature.  He  had  greater  things 
before  him,  his  glory  with  the  fiather  tor  ever  and 
ever ;  yet  he  did  not  overlook  nor  pafs  by  the  fa¬ 
vours  of  God  to  him  in  his  conception,  birth  and 
infancy.  He  that  could  lay  of  himfelf,  I  wasfiet 
up  from  everlajhng,  the  Lord  p 0 Jfie fid d  me  in  the  begin  ¬ 
nings  before  his  works  of  old.  tVhen  as  yet  he  had 
not  made  the  earth  and  the  world ,  then  I  was  by  him , 
brought  up  with  him ,  and  daily  his  delight.  He  who 
faid  this,  fpeaking  of  divine  nature  and  eternal 
godhead,  yet  difdained  not  to  fay  likewife,  with 
refpedl  to  his  humane  nature,  Lhou  father  took  me 
alfio  out  of  the  womb ,  and  art  my  God  from  my  mo 
thers  belly. 

We  are  apt  to  overlook  the  lefifer  favours  of 
God  to  us,  and  if  we  can  but  remember  fome  of 
the  greater  we  think  it  pretty  well :  No,  we  muft  o- 
verlook  none :  Chrift  tho’  the  eternal  jin s  yet  ob- 
lerv’d  religioufiy  the  leaf!:  things  which  the  Father 
beftowed  on  him  as  the  fion  of  man.  And  the  ten¬ 
der  care  of  the  eternal  Lather  was  in  all  thefe  things, 
fo  the  fion  accepted  them  with  a  juft  and  great  regard. 
All  wasaferib’d  to  that  love  and  grace  from  whence 
it  came,  and  a  due  glory  was  render’d  for  it  all. 
He  made  a  perfect  acknowledgment,  and  a  peculiar 
one  }  fuch  as  became  his  fpecial  relation  to  the  Fa«> 
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thers  and  the  Father’s  fpecial  regards  to  him.  No 
man  nor  angel  ever  render’d  the  like  to  God,  nor 
can  render. 

When  Adam  found  himfelf  created  in  the  image 
and  high  favour  of  God,  and  faw  a  paradife  of  plea- 
fure  and  wonder  created  tor  his  entertainment  and 
habitation  *,  what  acknowledgments  to  God  ffup- 
pofe  we)  did  he  make  ?  or  would  he  have  made 
from  day  to  day  had  he  kept  his  firft  ftate ?  Such 
and  much  better  did  the  fecond  Adam  render  to  God 
in  the  profpeEl  of  his  incarnation,  and  after  it.  Had 
man  kept  his  innocence  and  paradife  he  had  never 
been  able  to  give  a  praife ,  equal  to  tbefe  words  as 
they  came  from  the  mouth  of  Chrifi. 

3.  Let  11s  therefore  obferve  further  the  high  de¬ 
votion  and  fpirit  of  religion  in  this  ad:  of  praife,  as 
it  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  Chrift. 

Every  word  he  fpoke,  every  prayer  he  made, 
and  every  offering  of  praife,  he  did  perfectly.  And 
fo  we  muft  conceive  and  fpeak  of  them  if  we  can. 
But  our  conceptions  and  words  are  very  imperfect, 
and  fall  infinitely  below  him  and  his  words.  Yet 
let  us  as  well  as  wre  can  fpeak  of  his  words,  who  fake 
fo  as  never  man  fpake .  We  muft  therefore  honour 
the  Son,  as  he  honoured  the  Father  in  the  words 
of  our  text,  and  aferibe  to  him  in  his  uttering  them 
a  per  fed  faith,  the  perfedion  of  love ,  a  perfed 
titude,  a  perfed  hope ,  truft,  dependance ,  reliance ,  con¬ 
fidence  *,  a  perfed  humility ,  fubmijf  on  and  resignati¬ 
on ,  and  an  entire  reference  of  all  that  concerned 
him  to  the  glory  of  God, 

Thefe  things,  in  their  utmoft  perfedion,  adorn’d 
the  foul  and  life  of  Chrift,  were  difplay’d  in  all  he 
faid  or  did,  and  are  confpicuous  in  the  gracious 
words  of  my  text .  We  muft  fet  them  in  true 
light,  and  fee  them  blazon’d  with  a  radiance  ever 
to  be  drawn  about  the  temples  of  the  fon  of  man, 
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jDr&w  then  as  well  as  you  can  the  blaze  of  pei  fe6t 
faith,  love,  gratitude,  hope,  confidence,  joy  in 
God  and  devotednefs  to  him,  about  the  words  of 
my  text,  and  how  glorioufly  muft  they  found  in 
our  ears,  and  fhine  in  our  eyes  !  How  dazling  and 
yet  ravifhing  muft  they  be  to  a  devout  loul  !  As 
the  face  of  Jefus  in  the  holy  mount  was  to  the  three 
favour’d  difciples.,  The  adorations  of  men,  and 
the  anthems  of  angels  are  nothing  to  them!  Pfalm 
xlv.  2.  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  \ 
grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips ;  God  has  blefjcd  ihee  for 
ever . 

The  ufe  of  this  humble  meditation  may  be  in 
three  words,  i.  To  confider  our  Saviour  in  all 
this  as  a  teaching  and  commanding  pattern  to  us. 

2.  To  caufe  us  to  adore  God  and  give  him  glory 
for  all  that  he  did  for  us  in  the  perfon  of  Thrift. 

3.  Let  all  render  Chxxft.  glorious  to  us,  and  the  con¬ 
federation  of  his  fufferings  and  death  the  more  of¬ 
fering  to  us. 

We  muft  needs  confider  our  Saviour  in  this  his 
glorious  acknowledgment  of  the  divine  favour  to  him 
in  his  conception  and  birth,  as  our  pattern  and  a 
teaching  example  to  us:  That  we  alfo  may  every  day 
we  live  make  like  religious  acknowledgments  to 
the  God  of  our  lives.  Let  us  be  followers  and 
imitators  of  Chrift  as  dear  children  adopted  in 
him,  conformed  to  him.  He  has  given  us  an 
example,  that  we  fnould  follow  his  Heps.  Let 
this  mind  be  in  us  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Je¬ 
fus  :  this  fpirit  of  true  devotion,  this  fpirit  of 
adoption  ;  a  fpirit  of  faith,  love,  gratitude,  pray¬ 
er  and  praife.  If  we  are  the  children  of  God  by 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  heirs  with  him,  he  will  fend 
forth  this  his  fpirit  into  our  hearts,  whereby  we 
may  cry  abba9  father.  God  requires  the  like  ho¬ 
mage  from  all  his  children,  and  they  render  it.  Tfai • 

xliVo 


6 z  The  conception ,  birth  and 


D. 


xliv.  24.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  thy  redeemer ,  he  that 
formed  thee  from  the  womb,  xlvi.  3,  4.  Hearken  to 
me->  O  houfe  of  Jacob ,  and  all  the  remnant  of  the  houfe 
Ifrael ,  vehicle  are  born  by  me  from  the  belly ,  which 
are  carried  from  the  womb,  and  even  to  your  old  age 
I  am  he.  We  muft  needs  then  be  led  into  this  par 
ticular  adt  of  devotion,  in  every  period  of  our  lives. 
It  is  a  fpiritual  facrifice  that  fhould  be  daily  offered 
in  our  clofets  and  with  our  families;  holy  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God,  and  our  reafonable  fervice.  In 
the  day  wherein  our  Lord  fpake  the  words  of  my 
text,  he  fa  id  alfo  that  he  would  lead  his  church  in¬ 
to  the  fime  exercife  of  devotion  ;  See  the  22,  23. 
verfes  of  the  context ,  and  compare  them  with  Heb. 
ii.  9,  11,  1 2.  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren , 
in  the  midft  of  the  congregation  will  I  praife  thee :  Ye 
that  fear  the  Lord  praife  him ,  all  ye  the  feed  of  Ja¬ 
cob  glorify  him ,  and  fear  him  all  ye  the  feed  of  Ifrael  m 
Let  David  teach  the  fpiritual  feed,  and  excite  them 
to  emulate  this  fpirit  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  that 
the  fpirit  of  glory  may  ref  upon  them.  Pfalm  lxxi. 
5,  6.  &c.  Lhou  art  my  hope ,  0  Lord  God ,  thou  art 

my  truft  from  my  youth :  by  thee  have  I  been  holden 
up  from  the  womb ,  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  op 
my  mothers  bowels ,  my  praife  foall  be  continually  of 
thee «  I am  a  wonder  unto  many ,  but  thou  art  my  ftrong 
refuge :  let  my  mouth  be  filed  with  thy  praife  and  ho¬ 
nour  all  the  day.  Caft  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  old 
age ,  for  fake  me  not  when  my  flrength  faileth.  I  will 
hope  continually ,  and  fill  praife  thee  more  and  more : 
my  mouth  f hall  fhew  forth  thy  righteoufnefs  and  thy 
falvation  ail  the  day  ;  for  I  know  not  the  numbers 
thereof.  1  will  go  in  the  flrength  of  the  Lord  God ,  I 
•will  make  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs ,  even  of  that  only* 
2.  Let  us  adore  God,  and  blefs  him  with  our 
fouls  and  all  that  is  within  us,  for  all  the  gracious 
things  done  for  us  in  the  man  Chrift  Jefus.  No 

wonder 
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wonder  that  the  fpecial  care  of  the  Father  attend¬ 
ed  his  Son  in  our  nature.  Therefore  the  Father  lo¬ 
ved  him  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us.  But  how 
are  we  obliged  to  love  and  laud  and  glorify  the 
great  God  for  all  the  fpccial  regards  of  his  provi¬ 
dence  to  Jefus  Chrift?  It  was  in  effect  all  for  us\ 
as  in  the  events  fo  in  the  purpofe  and  counfel  of 
God.  All  was  done  to  us  in  him,  and  for  our 
fakes,  he  being  our  furety  and  Redeemer.  We 
muft  fing  to  God  of  his  tender  mercies  vifiting  us: 
To  us  a  child  is  born ,  to  us  a  fon  is  given  ! 

Here  then  let  me  again  repeat  our  context ,  Te  that 
fear  the  Lord  praife  him ,  all  ye  the  feed  of  Jacob  glo¬ 
rify  him ,  and  fear  him  all  ye  the  feed  of  I  fra  el!  For 
he  hath  not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  affliction  of  the 
afflicted ,  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him :  My 
praife  Jhall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  congregation ,  I  will 
pay  my  vows  before  them  that  fear  him  —  A  feed Jhall 
ferve  him  *,  it  Jhall  be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a  ge¬ 
neration .  They  Jhall  come  and  declare  his  right  eoup 
nefs  unto  a  people  that  Jhall  be  born ,  that  he  hath 
done  this. 

Our  dodrine  teaches  us  how  to  fing  the  xxi  and 
Ixxxix.  Pfalms. ,  the  fong  of  Zacharias ,  with  admiring 
fouls,  magnifying  God  in  all  that  he  has  wrought 
in  Chrift. 

3-  Let  all  render  Chrift  Jefus  our  Saviour  more 
glorious  in  our  eyes,  and  exceedingly  affed  us  with 
the  confideration  of  his  bitter  fufterings  and  cruel 
death. 

1 .  Let.  all  render  Chrift  more  glorious  in  our 
eyes.  We  behold  God's  fervant  who?n  he  upheld. , 
his  eleCl  in  whom  his  foul  delighteth .  God  put  his 
fpirit  upon  him  ;  God  was  with  him  and  honour'd 
him.  Let  him  be  dear  to  us,  as  he  was  to  God.  Our 
Father  honour’d  him,  of  whom  we  fay  that  he  is 
our  God •  Let  Chrift  be  precious  to  us.  Let  us 

devote 
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devote  our  felves  to  him  with  hearts  full  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  joy. 

2.  Let  his  fufferings  and  death  greatly  affect  us. 
Was  it  for  this  that  the  tender  providence  of  God 
watch’d  fo  over  his  conception  and  birth?  Dear 
as  he  was  to  heaven,  he  became  to  an  eye  of  fenfe 
as  it  were  an  out-caff  of  providence  ;  not  having 
where  to  lay  his  head  in  the  day  of  his  nativity ,  nor 
a  grave  to  lay  in  at  his  dxath*  He  was  defpifad  and 
rejected  of  men ;  a  man  of  farrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief ;  they  hid  their  faces  from  him  and  ejleemedhmnot . 
He  was  efteemed  as  ftricken ,  fmitten  of  God  and  afftifited. 
It  pleafed.tke  Lord  to  bruife  him ,  and  put  him  to  grief 
Yet  this  was  he  of  whom  my  text  fays,  God  took 
him  out  of  the  womb ,  and  made  him  hope  on  his  mo¬ 
thers  hr  e  aft. 

Yet  hear  him  again  in  our  context  crying  out. 
My  God ,  my  God ,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?  Why 
art  thou  fo  far  from  helping  me ,  and  from  the  voice 
of  my  roaring?  I  cry  in  the  day  time  and  thou  hear - 
eft  not ,  and  in  the  night  jeafon  and  am  not  filent . 
I  am  a  worm  and  no  man  ;  a  reproach  of  men  and  de- 
f pi  fed  of  the  people :  /111  the y  that  fee  me  laugh  me 
to  fern,  they  foot  out  the  lip ,  they  fake  the  head, 
faying ,  he  trufted  in  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver 
him,  let  him  deliver  him  feeing  he  delighted  in  him. 
Was  this  now  He  that  was  caft  upon  God  from  the 
womb,  hoping  in  him  from  his  mother’s  breads  ? 
Yes :  and  the  pfalmift  teaches  us  to  fing  of  both  to¬ 
gether,  the  mercy  and  the  judgment ;  to  fing  of 
both  to  God  in  fame  breath  •,  to  keep  in  memory 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  and  ponder  'em  in  our 
hearts,  till  the  fword  pierce  through  our  fouls,  as  it 
did  the  blefied  virgin's,.  Let  what  we  have  been 
hearing  of  the  Father’s  tender  regards  to  Chrift  from 
his  birth  into  our  world,  prepare  us  for  andaffift  us 
in  the  foewing  forth  his  death  and  crucifixion. 

Behold , 
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Behold ,  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  be- 
■flowed  on  us ,  in  that  he  has  delivered  up  this  Son  of 
his  love  to  die  for  us  !  0  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus , 
who  tho*  he  were  the  beloved  of  God,  yet  took  on 
him  the  form  of  a  fervant ,  and  became  obedient  to 
death  even  the  death  of  the  crofs !  O  the  infinite  evil 
in  our  fins ,  and  the  deep  repentance  we  fhould  feel 
in  this  view  of  them,  the  darling  of  the  Father  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  power  of  the  dog ,  to  make  atonement 
and  expiation  for  them  !  v 

This  is  the  affedting  fight  of  a  broken,  bleeding 
Jefus  in  the  holy  fiupper ,  and  thofe  words  of  the 
prophet  fhould  be  fulfilled  in  us,  which  we  truft 
fhortly  fhall  be  in  the  obdurate  Jews  themfelves :  Zech„ 
xii.  io.  I  vsill  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David ,  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  ofjerufalem ,  the  fpirit  of  grace 
and  of fuppli  cations  \  and  they  fhall  look  upon  me  whom 
they  have  pierced ,  and  they  floall  mourn  for  him, ,  as 
one  mourneth  for  his  only  Jim  *,  and  fhall  be  in  bitter *> 
fiefs  for  hint)  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firfi 
born * 
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' The  mouth  of  Babes  and  Sucklings. 


Psalm  viii.  2. 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  fucklings  haft 
thou  ordained  ftrength ,  becau(e  of  thme  ene. 
mies ,  that  thou  might  eft  ftill  the  enemy  and 
the  avenger. 


Firft  PART. 


N  this  ffalm ,  and  in  thefe  words,  the 
gS  majefty,  power  and  all-governing  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  is  the  thins:  that  firft 
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appears  admir'd  and  celebrated  j  but 
at  laft  Chrifl  and  the  kingdom  of  his  grace  is 
principal  fubjeft  of  it,  as  it  is  infallibly  in¬ 
terpreted 
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terpreted  to  us  in  the  feriptures  of  the  (a)  new 
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Theodoret  and  others  think  David  wrote  it  upon 

the  overthrow  of  the  mighty  enemy  and  deiyer  of 
God  and  Ifrael,  Goliah  of  Gath  ■,  and  that  he  here 
admires  the  goodnefs  and  power  oi  God,  who  then 
infpir’d  him,  comparatively  but  a  babe  and  fuckling, 
with  courage  to  face  andftrength  to  flay  the  mig  1- 

17  This  to  be  fure  was  a  very  lively  emblem  of 
the  Son  of  God's  conquering  and  flaying  the  devil 
in  our  weak  nature,  and  of  the  difplays  ot  his  victo¬ 
rious  grace  in  the  weakeft  believe?  s.  , 

The  enemy  here  is  Satan  ;  your  adverfary  toe  de¬ 
vil.  He  is  the  avenger.  He  firft  outbiaved  toe 
majefty  of  God  by  fin,  and  becaufe  God  will  not 
forgive  him  he  would  avenge  himfelf  of  God  by 
blafphemies,  and  by  deftroying  all  the  fouls  he 
can.  He  has  his  inftruments  and  agents  the  feed  of 
the  ferpent ,  that  are  more  or  lefs  like  him  enemies 
to  God,  his  truth  andholinefs,  his  church  and  peo.- 
ple.  Pfalm.  xliv.  16.  For  the  voice  of  him  that 
reproacheth  and  blafphcmeth,  by  reafon  cf  the  enemy 
/7  wrj  thp  /nipncrer 

The  {peaks  of  the  ft tilling  this  enemy.  That 
is  to  fay,  the  filencing  his  blafphemies,  the  com 
founding  his  pride  and  malice,  and  the  deftioymg 
his  works.  This  is  effectually  done  in  the  con- 
verfion  and  falvation  of  fouls  by  Jefus  Lhiift*  lit 
the  feed  of  the  vjoman ,  who  was  literally  a  babe  and 
fuckling ,  has  {tilled  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 
Marvelous  is  the  power  and  ftrength  ot  God  in  tins 
manner  and  way  of  triumph  to  his  grace  :  O  Loni 
our  Lord ,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  ail  the  eaiuo. 
%vbo  haft  fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens:  Out  of  the 


( a )  Hebrews  ii.  7,  8,  9. 
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month  of  babes  and  fucklings  haft  thou  ordained  ftrength , 

Now  by  babes  and. fucklings  mull  be  meant  either 
luch  literally  or  comparatively  ;  babes  in  age ,  or* 

who  in  iome  refpedts  may  be  fo  called  or  liken¬ 
ed. 

And  becaufe  oui  Saviour  was  once  plealed  to. 
cjuote  our  text  as  fulfilled  in  the  very  letter  of  it, 
upon  the  children  crying  Hofanna  to  him  in  the  tern- 
ph\  Mat.  xxi.  15.  therefore  it  may  not  be  a- 
mifs  lor  us  in  the  firft  place  to  obferve. 

That  God  fometimes  pleafes  to  confound  the  e- 
nemy  of  our  fouls  by  his  grace  in  the  hearts,  and 
nis  praifes  from  the  lips  ol  children ;  that  are  in 
jears  but  as  babes  and  fucklings.  There  are  lite¬ 
rally  babes  in  Chrift r  and  fometimes  his  grace  is 
manifeft  and  glorious  in  little  children.  Some  have 
been  fandtified  from  their  mothers  womb.  And 
what  beauties  of  bolinefs  are  thefe  ? 

^  It  may  be  ’twas  thus  in  righteous  Abel  and  holy 
Enoch .  Hell  was  conlounded  in  the  firft  and  ear¬ 
ly  difplays  of  grace  in  holy  children.  Till  Satan 
Jaw  it,  he  hop’d  no  fon  of  Adam  would  fo  foon  have 
come  to  this.  Samuel  and  David  were  from  their 
childhood  like  inftances  of  victorious  grace,  to  the 
envy  and  confufion  of  the  devil.  Solikewife  Da¬ 
niel  and  his  companions. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  the  in  the  tem¬ 

ple,  that  cried  Hofanna  to  the  fon  of  David,  were 
not  all  children  in  years but  no  doubt  there  were 
children  among  them  :  For  when  was  there  a  pub- 
lick  Acclamation  in  a  place,  and  not  the  voice  of 
children  in  it  ?  More  efpecially  their  heart  and  voice 
fhould  be  in  the  praifes  of  the  temple  unto  Chrift 
the  Saviour.  The  praife  is  perfected  by  their  fweet 
voices  ;  it  is  defedtive  if  thefe  be  wanting. 

This  ft  ills  the  enemy,  fhames  as  well  as  made 
the  devil,  He  envies  Chrift  the  worfhip  and  hofan- 
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na’s  of  them  that  are  young.  By  you,  dear  child, 
Chrift  is  able  and  ready  to  glorify  himfelf  and  vex 
his  enemies.  Come  in  for  a  part  in  this  glory. 
Defire  to  be  like  David.  Go  forth  in  the  name 
of  Chrift  againft  the  great  Goliah  of  hell  and  he 
lhall  fall  before  thee.  There  fometimes  is  this  rare 
and  literal  fulfilment  of  the  text  in  gracious  chil¬ 
dren,  that  are  in  days  and  age  but  as  babes  and 
fucklings. 

But  the  words  are  meant,  and  to  be  explained  and 
proved,  in  a  comparative  and  metaphorical  fenfe  ; 
from  the  mouth  of  fuch  as  may  be  called  babes  and 
fucklings,  and  are  fuch  in  the  eye  and  account  of 
the  world ,  little  and  mean  and  low  on  worldly  ac¬ 
counts  ;  from  fuch  God  has  ordained  Jlrength  to  JliU- 
the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 

Now  this  I  would  contemplate  as  illuftrioufiy 
fulfilled,  i.  In  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  2.  In 
his  apo files ,  3.  In  the  line  of  the  elehl ;  and  fo  more 
or  lefs,  to  a  very  great  degree  and  with  great  pro¬ 
priety  in  every  believer. 

1.  The  text  is  admirably  explained  and  verified 
in  the  man  Chrift  Jefus ,  in  the  day  of  his  humi¬ 
liation*  when  he  took  our  nature,  v/as  literally  a 
babe  and  fiuckling ,  took  the  loweft  outward  ftate  a- 
mong  men,  and  herein  overcame  and  confounded 
the  enemy  of  our  falvation.  To  him  the  apoftle 
applies  the  pfalm,  and  of  him  he  interprets  it, 
Hebrews  ii.  7,  3,  9.  Here  we  fee  Jefus  in  our 
weak  nature,  fometime  an  infant  of  days,  fuckled 
by  the  virgin,  and  afterward  in  a  poor  and  low 
eftate  among  men  \  and  all  to  ftill  the  enemy  of 
God  and  fouls. 

Think  not  that  I  fpeak  diminutively  of  the  Lord 
of  glory ,  who  humbled  himfelf  and  took  the  form 
of  a  fervant,  and  for  our  fakes  became  poor:  no, 

I  only  (peak  truly  and  juftly  of  that  weak  nature 

''  ''  '  ‘  ‘  ‘  ''  '  '' 
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of  ours  which  he  afiumed,  and  of  that  mean  and 
contemptible ftate  among  men  which  he  in  his  wif- 
dom  and  grace  took,  that  the  power  of  God  in  fa¬ 
ying  us  from  the  rage  and  fury  of  hell  may  appear 
the  more  glorious.  It  it  but  as  the  prophecies  of 
fcripture  have  always  fpoken  of  the  Meffiah .  What 
could  the  feed  of  the  woman  (the  feed  of  finful  Eve) 
be,  but  a  babe  and fuckling  ?  What  elfe  could  the  feed 
of  Abraham  be,  or  the  feed  of  David?  What  was 
Abraham ,  but  duft  and  afhes  ?  and  what  his  feed  but 
a  babe  and  fuckling. 

Such  was  the  firit  fight  of  Mofes ,  the  babe  wept  % 
yet  faid  he,  a  prophet  like  unto  me  fhall  the  Lord 
raife  up  !  Like  him  indeed  in  his  infant  ftate,  if 
we  view  the  one  in  the  manger ,  or  in  his  flight 
into  Egypt ,  and  the  other  afloat  upon  the  waters . 

Ifaiah  { poke  of  the  infancy  and  mean  condition 
of  the  Meffiah  \  to  us  a  child  is  born,  and  he  fhall 

grow  up  as  a  tender  plant . 

Our  Lord  fpake  of  himfeif  as  lefs  than  a  babe, 
I  am  a  worm  and  no  man  ;  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  But  thou 
art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb ,  and  didfl  make 
me  hope  upon  my  mother's  breajl.  The  naked  and 
helplefs  babes  born  of  women  are  feldom  reduced 
to  fuch  a  ftrait  as  to  be  wrapped  in  a  fwaddling-clouL 
and  laid  in  a  manger  *,  this  was  as  if  he  were  a  worm 
and  no  man,  lefs  than  another  babe,  when  indeed 
he  was  infinitely  higher  than  any  that  were  ever 
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But  O  the  wonder,  O  the  glory  !  1  his  holy  babe 

was  born  to  (till  the  enemy  and  the  avenger !  This 
feed  of  the  womb  came  to  break  the  ferpent  s  head , 
to  defray  the  works  of  the  devil.  He  is  Immanuel, 
God  with  us  ;  God  our  Saviour  and  avenger.  The 
government  is  laid  upon  him  ;  and  confequentiy  the 
‘iud^ment  and  confufion  of  the  devil  He  was 
made  of  a  woman  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe-,  i.  e. 
from  Satan  fin  and  hell  Gal,  iv.  5.  ^  “c 
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The  enemy  muft  be  confounded  at  the  tydings 
of  his  conception  :  Luke  i.  3  1  •  Behold  ihoujhalt  con¬ 
ceive  in  thy  womb ,  and  bring  forth  a  fon  (a  babe)  and 
jhalt  call  his  name  Jefus:  He  Jhall  be  great  and  fhall  be 
called  the fan  of  the  highejf  &c.  v.  71.  That  we  fhould 
be  favedfrom  our  enemies ,  and  from  the  hands  of them  that 
hate  us. 

The  enemy  muft  be  greatly  confounded  at  the  * 
birth  of  the  holy  babe,  when  glorious  hofts  of  an¬ 
gels  came  down  into  our  air,  and  fang  glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft ,  on  earth  peace^  good  will  toward 
men :  to  them  is  born  this  day  a  Saviour. 

The  Virgin9 s  magnificat  was  enough  tofilence  and 
ftill  the  enemy,  and  fo  Zacharias  his  fong,  Simeon's 
thankfgiving,  and  Anna's  words.  And  when  a 
wondrous  fitar  appeared  upon  this  glorious  humble 
birth,  which  brought  the  wife  men  from  the  eaft 
enquiring  where  the  babe  was  born ,  king  of  the  Jews , 
for  we  are  come  to  worjhip  him  ;  how  were  Satan 
and  his  allies  moved  at  the  thing?  Matth .  ii.  3. 

How  amaz’d  was  the  enemy,  think  we,  to  find 
a  child  in  whom  he  could  perceive  no  fin ,  neither 
original  nor  actual ;  one  perfectly  and  glorioufly 
holy  from  his  infancy  *,  an  undefiled  one  born  of 
a  woman,  feparate  from  fin  and  higher  than  the  hea¬ 
vens  in  purity  and  fanftity !  While  the  angels  of 
God  attended  and  admired  the  holy  infant,  devils 
even  fled  from  the  fight,  ftruck  with  fear  and  ter¬ 
ror  at  the  thing. 

Yet  afterward  they  dar’d  to  a  (fault  him.  He 
was  led  up  of  the  fpirit  into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tempt¬ 
ed  of  the  devil .  He  then  alone  fac’d  and  vanquifh- 
ed  the  tempter.  The  enemy  was  then  beaten  out 
of  the  field.  And  from  that  day  he  fell  like  light - 
ning  under  the  holy  miniftry,  the  preaching  and  mi¬ 
racles  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  He  caft  out  devils ,  not 
Offering  them  to  ffieaky  or  forc’d  them  out  raging 

and 
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and  in  torment ,  beseeching  him,  and  confejjing  hirti 
to  be  the  holy  one  of  God  ( a ).  Was  not  the  enem/- 
here  ft illed  in  the  very  letter  of  the  word  ? 

And  as  often  were  his  advocates  filenc’d  and  put 
to  fhame,  when  full  of  all  fubtlety  and  malice* 
with  all  the  windings  of  the  ferpent ,  as  once  fatally 
to  our  firft  parents,  they  came  tempting  him  and 
asking  him  queftions.  He  fent  them  away  fpeech- 
lefs  (b),  tho’  not  converted. 

At  length  came  on  the  day  of  the  agony  and 
crucifixion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  :  The  powers  of  dark- 
nefs  gathered  thick  in  the  garden ,  and  Herod  and 
Pontius  Pilate  with  the  rulers  of  the  Jews  flood  up 
with  them  againfl  the  holy  child  Jefus  whom  God 
had  anointed ;  but  then  eminently  he  fpoiled  prin¬ 
cipalities  and  powers ,  triumphing  over  them  on  his 
crofs .  Col.  ii.  15.  The  enemies  that  crucified  and 
infulted  him  thought  the  day  their  own,  and  Satan 
who  infpir’d  them  hop’d  fo  too  ;  but  it  was  the  hap¬ 
py  day  and  glorious  means  of  their  utter  confufion. 

O  how  it  founded  in  the  ears  of  amazed  devils* 
when  our  Lord  Jefus  utter’d  with  a  loud  voice  thofe 
triumphant  words,  it  is finifhed ,  and  bowed  his  head 
and  died.  Angels  took  the  word  (let  us  think)  and 
rent  the  heavens  with  the  acclamation !  and  the 
late  infulting  hofts  of  devils  funk  filent  down  to 
hell,  cover’d  with  more  darknefs,  and  feiz’d  with 
greater  horrors,  than  ever  they  felt  before. 

I  will  not  go  on  to  fpeak  of  the  avenger  J tilled 
by  the  refu  rrefiion  of  Chrift,  and  at  his  glorious 
afcenfiionj  when  he  led  captivity  captive  nor  of  his 
fitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  majefty  on  high,  nor 
of  his  fecond  coming  in  glory,  to  judge  angels ,  when 
they  fhall  ftand  filent  and  trembling  at  his  bar* 

(а)  Mark  i.  24.  34.  Luke  iv.  41.  ix.  4-e  viii.  2$. 

(б)  Matth.  xxii.  16,  23,  34*  4 6* 
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For  thefe  things  fcarce  belong  to  my  prefent  me¬ 
ditation,  the  form  of  the  babe  and  fuckling  be¬ 
ing  put  off,  and  the  glory  of  the  Father  put  on* 
Rev .  i.  7. 

But  thus  we  have  feen  our  text  admirably  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  incarnation  and  humiliations  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  conquelt  of  Satan  in  our  weak  na¬ 
ture  :  Rom.  viii.  3.  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the 
likenefs  of finful  flefh ,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the 

flefh. 

Without  controverfy  great  is  this  my  fiery  of  godli - 
nefs ,  God  was  inamfefi  in  the  flefh ,  juflified  in  the 
fpirit ,  feen  of  angels  of  good  angels  with  admiration 
and  joy,  who  cleave  to  him  by  vifion  as  men  do  by 
faith  ;  of  evil  angels  with  terror  and  amazement, 
their  judge  and  their  avenger.  See  the  twentieth 
chapter  of  the  Revelations. 

While  the  enemy  is  fitill’douv  mouths  are  open’d, 
and  a  new  fong  is  put  into  them.  Rev.  xii.  10.  Now 
is  come  falvation  and  flrength ,  and  the  kingdom  of  our 
God  and  the  power  of  his  Chrifi ;  for  the  accufer  of 
the  brethren  is  caft  down ,  —  and  they  over  came  him  by 
the  blood  of  the  lamb.  The  Lord  in  our  low  nature, 
took  the  name  of  the  Lamb ,  and  flew  the  ravenous 
lion  of  hell  ;  the  emblem  is  the  fame  with  that  in 
the  text,  the  avenger  ftilled  by  a  babe’s  mouth . 

This  is  the  firjl  greateft  inltance,  wherein  my 
text  is  prov’d  and  illuftrated.  I  come  to  the  fecorul. 

II.  It  is  marvelloufly  fulfilled,  explained  and 
confirmed  in  the  perfons  of  the  apoflles  of  our  Lord 
Jefus,  and  in  the  fuccefsof  their  miniftry,  the  word 
of  the  gofpel  preached  by  them,  and  the  works  they 
wrought  in  the  name  of  Chrift. 

Thefe  fervants  of  the  mod  high  God  were  com¬ 
paratively  but  as  babes  and  fiucklings ,  and  the  Lord 
ftilled  the  enemy  and  avenger  by  their  lips.  •  They 
were  babes  in  condition  and  in  difpofition,  weak  and 
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contemptible  perfons,  little  and  low  in  the  world, 
ignorant  and  unlearned  men,  of  no  name  and  inter- 
eft  ;  and  fo  the  moft  unlikely  to  face,  withftand 
and  overthrow  the  enemy,  who  was  no  lefs  than  the 
powers  of  earth  and  hell  united  againft  the  Lord 
and  againft  his  (Thrift;  Pfal.  ii.  2.  The  word  of  God 
in  the  mouth  of  thefe  poor  ffhermen  was  mighty  to 
overturn  the  devil's  kingdom  in  the  world :  It 
pleafed  God  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preaching  to  effed: 
this  ;  the  [pints  were  fubjeft  to  them  through  Chrift’s 
name .  This  is  the  fecond  eminent  fulfilment  of  our 
text,  and  it  fhould  be  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

Our  Lord  once  look’d  upon  them,  as  they  return¬ 
ed  to  him  with  joy  and  triumph  from  cafting  out 
devils,  and  faid,  Lukex.  21.  I  thank  thee  0  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth ,  that  thou  haft  hid  thefe 
things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  hajl  revealed 
them  unto  babes  ;  i.  e.  in  refped  of  human  know¬ 
ledge  and  learning ,  as  well  as  humility.  For  a  babe 
is  a  poor  ignorant  creature,  lefs  in  mind  and  under- 
Handing  than  it  is  in  body  ;  and  fuch  in  a  manner 
were  the  feventy  and  the  twelve  whom  our  Lord 
fent  forth  to  fill  the  enemy,  and  ftop  his  mouth 
to  the  world.  They  were  infants  in  knowledge 
when  Chrift  called  them  ;  and  how  often  did  they 
fhow  their  ignorance?  but  he  made  them  willing 
to  learn,  and  freed  them  from  the  pride  and  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  fcribcs . 

Again,  they  were  of  fmall  figure,  and  little  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  and  fo  they  were  called  babes . 
They  were  taken  from  their  boats  and  nets  to  face 
and  teach  and  convert  the  world.  This  aftonifh’d 
their  enemies;  Afis  iv.  13.  Now  when  they  faw 
the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and  John ,  and  perceived  that 
they  were  unlearned  and  ignorant  men ,  they  marvelled , 
and  took  knowledge  of  them  that  they  had  been  with 
Jefus . 
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And  they  were  left  in  their  own  eyes,  than  they 
were  in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies ;  more  babes  in 
their  own  thoughts,  than  in  the  eftimatton  ot  the 
rulers,  i  Cor.  iii.  5.  Who  is  Paul?  and  who  is 
Apollos ?  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  I  will  glory  in  my  tnfrmiins , 
that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  me.  _  ns  is 
the  beauty  of  the  allufion  ;  babes  in  difpofitio'i,1^ 
humility  and  meeknefs.  They  had  learnt  o  un 
who  was  lowly  in  heart.  He  took  a  little  child  and 
fet  him  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  told  them  t  ey 
mull  become  fuch  if  they  would  be  his  mimlters. 
Mat.  xviii.  3.  His  firft  lelfon  to  them  was,  to  be 
poor  in  fpirit ;  that  was  the  blefling  lie  firft  propos  d 

to  them. 

Finally,  the  world  defpifed  and  treated  mem  as 
babes  and  fucklings.  The  proud  fenbes  did  o, 
and  fo  did  the  proud  philofophers.  Adis  xvii.  m  - 
What  will  this  b abler  fay?  they  difdain’d  the  prat¬ 
tle.  It  was  to  them  like  an  infant's,  talk  ;  as  1 
children  fhould  come  and  teach  in  their  Jchools. 
'They  preach'd  Chri[i  crucified ,  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbhng 
block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooli/hnefs.  1  Cor.  iv.  so, 
We  are  fools  for  Chrift' s  fake.  Thus  were  the  apo- 
files  of  our  Lord  Jefus  as  babes  and  fucklings. 

Yet  by  their  mouth  Chrift  ft  ill' d  the  enemy  and 
the  avenger.  They  ejefted  Satan  out  of  the  bodies 
and  fouls  of  many  miferables.  The  devil’s  oraaes 
were  filenc’d.  Multitudes  were  converted.  Satan  s 
inftruments  had  their  mouths  ftopt.  ABs  iv.  14- 
And  beholding  the  man  that  was  healed  ft  anding  ami  cm 
them ,  they  could  fay  nothing  againft  it.  _ 

When  Chrift  fent  them  forth  in  his  life  time  it 
was  to  go  and  ftill  the  avenger,  and  this  commif- 
fion  he  renewed  to  them  at  his  death ;  and  he  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  do  the  thing  both  while  he  lived  with 
them  and  after  his  death.  He  gave  them  power  a- 

o  at  nil  unclean  fpirits.  Mat.  x.  1 .  And  he  arm  4 
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them  With  wifdom,  courage  and  grace  to  withftand 
the  children  and  fervants  of  the  devil,  verfe  16, 

’  }  (gave  them  power  to  tread  on  all  the  power 
CJ  the  enemy.  Luke  x.  i  7. 

Juft  before  his  afeenfion  he  confirm’d  their  com- 
rmffion.  Mark  xvi.  j  7.  Thefe  ftgns fhall  follow  them 
that  beiieve ;  m  my  name  they  fhall  caft  out  devils , 
toey  fhall  J pear  with  new  tongues ,  they  fhall  take  up 
Jerpents.  -  nd  they  went  forth  and  preached  every 
where ,  the  Lord  working  with  them. 

Thus  it  was  by  the  mouth  of  thefe  babes,  by  the 
word  ot  the  gofpel  in  the  mouth  of  the  apoftles, 
that  the  enemy  was  filenc’d  and  confounded.  Chrift 
.ac  prom.s  d  tnem  a  mouth  and  utterance  which 
none  of  their  adverfaries  fhould  be  able  to  refift. 
Luke  xxi.  15.  He  told  them  that  it  fhould  he  given 
io  them  what  to  fay ,  and  that  the  [pint  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  fhould  [peak  by  them.  By  him  they  were  en- 
tg.itcn  a,  by  him  in  (pil  ’d,  and  he  gave  efficacy  to 
toen  voids,  and  Jet  none  of  them  fall  to  the 

ground. 

The  fuccefs  they  had  was  aftonifhing.  Three 
thou  (and  were  converted  by  Peter’ s  firft  fermon, 
anc  fear  came  on  every  foul.  Falfe  Ananias  was 
ltruck  dead,  the  forcerer  Ehmas  blind  ;  the  devil 
in  the  poffejfed  damfel  was  forc’d  to  follow  Paul 
and  /  e/er,  and  proclaim  them  the  fervants  of  the 
molt  high  God.  By  every  means  the  word  migh¬ 
tily  grew  and  profper'd.  What  manner  of  entrance 
tney  had  here  and  there  the  Acts  of  the  apoftles  and 
their  epijlles  fhe\v  us,  and  how  men  turned  from  their 
k  otSj  to  ferve  the  living  God.  Many  glorious  churches 
were  planted  in  die  apoftles  days,  by  the  lips  and 
hands  of  babes.  Illiterate  fjhermen  confuted  and 
confounded  the  rabbics,  the  doeftors,  and  the  phi- 
lo!  op  hers.  And  herein  God  pour’d  contempt  upon 
(he  things  moll:  admir’d  among  men,  the  internal 
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endowments  of  the  mind,  and  the  external  advan¬ 
tages  of  learning  and  riches,  and  dignity,  and  pow¬ 
er.  He  accepted  not  the  perfons  of  princes ,  the 
help  of  Ccefar ,  Herod  or  Pilate :  No,  thefe  were 
in  Satan’s  intereft,  and  all  flood  up  againft  the 
holy  child  Jefus ;  and  what  jlandard  did  the  fpirit 
of  God  lift  up  againft  them,  but  a  few  poor  and 
mean  preachers.  They  preached  no  rebellion  a« 
gainft  thefe  humane  powers;  they  rais’d  no  muti¬ 
nies,  call’d  for  none  to  arm  on  their  fides  ;  but 
without  [crip  or  purfe  went  forth  and  preached,  ex- 
pofmg  themfelves  to  the  fwords  of  princes,  and  the 
fury  of  mad  multitudes  in  favour  of  their  idols: 
But  the  truth  in  their  mouths  was  great  and  pre¬ 
vailed. 

This  confounded  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of 
this  world  :  Hell  rag’d  at  it,  as  Goliah  once  curs’d 
and  blafphem’d  when  he  faw  a  child  come  forth 
againft  him.  Come  to  me^  laid  he,  and  I  will  give 
thy  flejh  to  the  fowls  of  the  air .  So  might  the  arm 
of  the  Lord  in  thefe  poor  men  be  difdained  by  the 
proud  powers  of  hell.  But  their  difgrace  and  foil 
was  the  greater.  Who  could  look  for  it  from 
thefe  hands?  but  the  weakncfs  of  God  is  ftronger 
than  hell ;  and  the  foolifhnefs  of  God  wifer  than  men: 
Where  is  the  fcrihe  ?  where  is  the  difputer  of  this 
world?  has  not  God  made  foolijh  the  wifdom  of  it? 
1  Cor.  i.  20,  27.  God  hath  chofen  the  fooliJJj  things 
of  the  world  to  confound  the  wife ,  and  God  hath  chofen 
the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things 
that  are  mighty  ;  and  bafe  things  of  the  world \  and 
things  which  are  defpijed  hath  God  chofen ,  yea ,  and 
things  which  are  not ,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that 
are  ;  that  no  flefh  floould  glory  in  his  prefence . 

Thus  were  the  apoftles  of  Chrift  but  as  babes ,  in 
comparifon  of  the  enemies  they  encountred  ;  and 
yet  by  their  mouth  God  ftill’d  the  avenging  toes, 

making 
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making  them  the  glorious  inflruments  in  conver¬ 
ting  die  world.  The  Son  of  God  firft  took  our  na¬ 
ture  and  overthrew  the  enemy  for  us  ;  and  then  he 
called  thefe  poor  and  little  perfons5  and  carry’d  on 
the  work  by  them.  Who  could  believe  this5  %ill 
they  faw  the  arm  of  the  Lord  jo  revealed? 


S  ER- 
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Out  of  the  month  of  babes  and  fucklings  haft  thou 
ordained  ft rength,  becanfe  of  thine  enemies, 
that  then  might  eft  ft  ill  the  enemy  and  the  a- 


'uenger. 
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E  have  feen  the  text  admirably  explained 
and  verified  in  the  man  Chrifi  Jefus  in  the 
day  of  his  humiliation,  and  alio  in.  the 
perfons  of  his  Apoftles  and  the  fuccefs  of 
miniflry  \  I  go  on  now  to  fay, 

IIL  Our  text  is  marvelloufly  fulfilled,  explained 
and  confirmed  in  the  line  of  the  election  of  gracey  as; 
h  ai'dmrily  runs  among  the  poor,  and  mean  and 
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low  of  this  world,  in  refpedt  of  outward  eflate  and 
worldly  condition.  So  it  is  in  fa 61,  and  thefe  are 
the  babes  out  of  whofe  mouth  God  ordains  himfclf 
glory  and  praife.  It  was  prophefied  of  the  MeJJiah 
that  the  poor  Jhould  be  evangeliz'd  \  and  it  was  ful¬ 
filled  in  Chrift ,  who  called  a  poor  remnant .  Which 
of  the  rulers  believed  in  him?  Our  Lord  called 
them  his  little  ones,  and  gave  this  caution  and  warn¬ 
ing  refpedting  them,  that  they  fhould  not  b tdefpR 
fed .  Mat.  xviii.  io.  To  defpife  them,  fays  the 
apoflle  James ,  is  to  blafpheme  that  worthy  name  by 
which  we  are  called.  James  ii.  6,  7. 

No,  let  devils  blafpheme  on  this  account ;  they 
only  have  a  provocation  and  pretence  herefrom. 
The  leaft  and  loweft  of  the  ions  and  daughters  of 
men  are  vidtorious  over  the  wicked  one  *,  the  dr  a - 
gon ,  the  lion  and  the  adder  are  trodden  and  crufh- 
ed  under  the  moil  inferior  foot.  Heaven  herein 
pours  the  greater  fcorn  upon  thefe  angels  of  pride 
and  violence.  The  duft  of  this  world  is  thus  blown 
into  the  eyes  of  the  prince  of  the  air,  to  his  vex¬ 
ation  and  blinding.  God  bids  a  filherman  take 
Leviathan  with  a  hook,  and  the  weaned  child  to  put 
his  hand  upon  the  cockatrice  den ,  So  heaven  pleafes 
to  infuit  the  infernal  powers  by  the  mouth  of  babes  : 
As  when  the  prophet  fung  in  fcorn  of  the  mighty 
Ajfyrian  and  his  railing  Rabftoeca ,  Ifai.  xxxii.  22. 
pfhe  virgin  the  daughter  of  7 Aon  hath  laughed  thee  to 
fcorn ,  the  daughter  of  Jerufalem  hath  ftoaken  her  head 
at  thee:  Whom  haft  thou  reproached  and  blafphemed? 
and  againft  who?n  haft  thou  exalted  thy  voice  and  lift 
ted  up  thine  eyes  on  high  ?  —  I  know  thy  abode  and  thy 
ra?f,  and  will  pit  my  hook  in  thy  nofe . 

"Now  what  is  more  worthy  of  the  re6loral  ho- 
linefs,  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  than  this?  fo  to 
order  matters  in  the  kingdom  of  nature,  providence 

jmd  grace*  “  as  by  little  and  contemptible  things 
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“  to  overcome  thofe  that  are  ftrong  ?  God  fuffers 
“  Satan  to  get  all  his  advantages,  and  then  baffles 
“  him  by  the  weakeft  party  on  earth”.  Surely  he 
fcornetb /corners,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  lowly  .  Behold 
God  exalteth  by  his  power-,  who  teacheth  like  him  ? 
Job  XXXvi.  2  2. 

The  fovereignty  of  God  in  this  difpenfation  of  his 
grace  is  hateful  to  proud  finners,  both  men  and  de«* 
vils.  To  give  an  inflance  or  two. 

When  our  Saviour  took  occafion  to  obferve  unto 
the  Jews ,  as  a  very  awful  truth,  neceffary  for  them 
to  confider,  Luke  iv.  25,  26.  That  tho ’  there  were 
many  widows  in  the  day  of  Elias ,  yet  to  none  of  them 
was  he  fent ,  but  to  Sarepta ,  a  city  of  Sidon :  And 
tho 9  many  lepers  were  in  Ifrael  in  the  days  of  Elifha , 
yet  none  of  them  were  cleanfed ,  hut  Nciaman  the  Syri¬ 
an:  We  read  that  upon  thefe  words  all  they  in  the 
fynagogue  were  filled  with  wrath ,  and  rofe  up  and 
would  have  murdered  him.  The  proud  wretches 
could  not  bear  the  mention  of  it,  that  a  Syrian  and  a 
Sidonian  might  be  faved,  and  not  them  •,  they  rag’d 
like  fo  many  devils  at  the  thought,  and  were  an 
emblem  of  the  fury  of  hell,  to  fee  of  the  pooreft 
and  meaneft  of  this  world  brought  to  glory. 

So  again  the  Pharifees  burfted  with  fpleen  and  ma¬ 
lice,  upon  (Thrift’s  curing  upon  thefabbath  day  him 
that  had  been  born  blind:  John  ix.  24.  34#  They 
blafphemed  Chrift  for  what  he  had  done,  and  teas’d 
the  poor  man  to  make  him  blafpheme  his  healer. 
They  reviled  both  him  and  his  Saviour ,  thou  art 
his  difciple ,  this  fellow's  dilciple.  When  the  poor 
man  prefum’d  to  anfwer  them,  tho’  modcftly  e- 
nough.  Why  herein  is  a  wonderful  thing ,  that  ye  know 
not  whence  he  is9  and  yet  he  hath  open'd  my  eyes !  Since 
the  world  began  the  like  hath  not  been  heard  of :  If 
he  were  not  of  God  could  he  do  this  ?  Their  pride 
and  wrath  could  now  bear  no  longer,  but  they  turn- 
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ed  and  fpit  it  all  out  upon  the  man  and  his  pover¬ 
ty  :  What,  faid  they,  doji  Thou  teach  us  ?  Thou  that 
waft  born  blind  r  born  altogether  in  fin,  and  under 
a  manifeft  judgment  of  God  upon  thee  from  thy 
birth  !  I  hou  that  haft  lived  blind,  begg’d  thy  bread, 
never  learn’d  to  read,  nor  feen  any  of  the  vifible 
works  of  God. till  an  hour  ago  *,  doji  thou  teach  us? 
as  if  we  were  blinder  than  thee,  and  God  had  gi¬ 
ven  thee  more  light  than  to  us  ?  —  And  out  they 
cajl  him  with  a  vengeance. 

Verily  here  was  much  of  the  fpite  and  rage  of 
hell  to  be  leen  :  And  lo  devils  envy  and  are  tor¬ 
mented  to  behold  the  diftin.guifhing  grace  of  God 
to  the  meaneft  and  loweji  in  the  world.  Mean¬ 
while,  out  of  the  mouth  of  thefe ,  as  out  of  'the 
mouth  of  babes  (as  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  poor 
blind  and  unlearned  creature)  God  perfects  to  him- 
felf  ptaile,  to  fill  the  enemy  and  the  avenger . 

i .  In  a  {Spiritual  fenle  every  believer  in  Chrift  is 
a  babe  and  a  fnckling.  Tie  is  truly  and  Spiritually 
alive  and  begotten  and  born  of  God.  Him  hath 
God  quiekned •,  and  he  is  newborn,  a  babe  that 
has  but  lately  begun  to  live  :  i  Pet.  ii.  2.  As  new 
born  babes ^  The  believer  is  but  [mall  and  little  as 
a  babe  ;  little  in  grace,  and  has  growth  before 
him,  even  to  the  ftature  of  a  man  in  Chrift.  We 
are  babes  for  ignorance  in  our  belt, attainments,  and 
are  bid  to  be  men  in  underftanding.  Yetlome  are 
more  babes  than  others  in  this  refpect :  1  Cor .  iii.  1. 
I  brethren  could  not  fpeak  to  you  as  unto  fpiritual 
(illuminated  and  improved  in  knowledge)  but  as 
unto  babes  in  Chrift .  For  he  that  is  unfkilfnl  in  the 
word  of  right  co  ujiiefs  is  a  babe.  Hebr.  v.  13.  So  al¬ 
io  in  relpect  of  ftrength  believers  are  but  as  babes 
and  fuck  lings.  Weak  and  feeble  as  they  3  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  doing  the  leaft  thing  for  themfelves  that 
is  holy:  John  xv.  5.  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  A,$ 
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the  helplefs  babe  depends  on  others  to  do  all  thing* 
for  him,  fo  believers  do  on  Chrift.  I  he  babe  can  t 
ftand  alone,  but  is  held  by  the  parents  hand  ;  it 
can’t  feed  nor  cloath  itl'elf •,  nor  think  or  fpeak  1°L 
it  felf.  It  became  the  mouth  of  the  wile  Solomon , 
and  of  holy  Jeremiah ,  Ah  Lord  God ,  I  am  but  a  Ut¬ 
ile  child . 

Mofes  in  his  waft  upon  the  waters  was  an  apt  em  ¬ 
blem  of  every  one  of  God’s  deft:  I  here  the  help 
lefs  babe  fwam  to  and  fro,  ready  to  perifh,  infcn 
fibly  calling  for  fome  kind  hand  to  fave  it  by  its 
tears  and  cries:  the  floatingbabe  wept.  Die  prfn- 
cefs cf  Egypt  faw  his  deplorable  condition,  and  in  hei 
tender  pity  took  him  up,  and  put  him  out  to  nui  ie . 
So  has  the  divine  compaflion  done  by  the  elect  in 
the  day  of  their  nativity,  yea  before  their  being. 
God  carries  his  chofen  in  his  bo  Join ,  as  a  nurfengja - 
ther  bcareth  the  fucking  child . 

'Again,  the  believer  as  a  'new-born  babe  defer es  the 
fencer e  milk  of  the  word ,  that  he  may -grow  thereby. 
j  Pet.  ii.  2.  Food  and  growth  are  among  the 
things  we  fir  ft  think  of,  refpefting  the  living  babe; 
and  nature  has  provided  the  mothers  oreajt :  the  1  lice 
provifioh  for  the  fuftentation  and  increafe  of  1  pi  ri¬ 
tual  life  is  made  for  new  born  fouls  in  the  word  of 
God. 

Finally,  compare  the  ftrongeft  believer  with  his 
fpiritudl  enemies ,  and  he  is  a  babe  and  fuckling.  As 
a  babe  expofed  to  wolves  and  bears,  or  in  the  hands 
of  Salvages  *,  fo  is  he  if  God  leave  him  to  the  enemy 
of  his  foul.  Or  as  the  poor  poiTefied  was  in  the 
hand  of  the  legion ,  who  drave  and  tore  him  at  their 
will.  So  the  mighty  David  ever  beheld  hi  mi  eh, 
and  like  a  helplefs  babe  cried  to  God:  P  faint 
xxxviii.  t 9.  Ivi.  2.  In  the  xii.  Chap,  o!  the  Reve¬ 
lations  we.  have  the  image  of  the  church ,  its  chil¬ 
dren,  and  its  egernres.  We  have  there  a  glorious 
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woman,  with  child ,  and  travelling  in  birth ,  She 
brought  forth  a  man  child ;  many  converts,  fouls 
born  to  Uod ;  the  whole  body  of  believers  who  are 
colledtivly  one  in  Chrift,  But  then  appeared  a  great 
red  dragon  {landing  before  the  woman,  ready  to 
devour  the  child  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  born.  What 
now  could  the  babe  or  it’s  mother  do  to  preferve  it 
from  the  monfler's  jaws  ?  Truly  nothing :  God  there¬ 
fore  caught  it  up  to  him  and  to  his  throne*  Thus  eve¬ 
ry  believer  is  a  helplefs  babe  before  the  dragon  of 
belh  and  God  is  his  mighty  Saviour. 

2,  From  the  mouth  of  every  believer  in  Chrift 
God  ordains  praife  to  himfelf,  and  gives  power  to 
ftill  the  enemy  and  avenger.  This  honour  have  all 
the  faints  ;  this  honour  has  God  from  them  •,  fo  he 
dignifies  and  honours  them,  and  avenges  himfelf 
of  the  enemy,  i  John  iv.  4.  Te  are  of  God ,  lit¬ 
tle  children ,  and  have  overcome  them. 

When  it  is  faid  that  God  has  ordained ,  it  means 
that  he  has  decreed  and  effected  *,  for  he  performeth 
the  thing  that  he  hath  appointed  for  us:  1  Cor .  ii, 
7.  Which  God  ordained  before  the  world  unto  our 
glory, 

In  the  work  of  grace  wrought  in  the  heart  of  eve¬ 
ry  believer,  even  the  meaneft  and  weakeft  of  them, 
there  is  the  ejection  of  Satan ,  and  the  bleffed  eternal 
Spirit  takes  pofleflion,  as  of  his  own  place  and  tem¬ 
ple.  Luke  xi.  2 1 »  What  a  glory  to  himfelf  and 
his  is  this,  and  what  confufion  to  the  enemy?  Col. 
i.  13.  Who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  dark- 
nefs ,  and  hath  tranfated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his 
de  ir  fon . 

The  work  of  grace  confifts  in  light  and  holinef . 
Thefe  are  the  glory  of  God,  the  beauty  of  faints*, 
but  the  abhorrence  of  devils,  thofe  unclean  [pints 
of  darknefs.  Every  exercife  of  every  grace  of  the 
holy  fpirit  {tills  the  enemy  and  the  avenger.  This 
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is  the  vidtory  that  overcomes  him,  even  the  faith, 
love,  fear,  repentance,  patience,  hope,  joy  of 
faints.  Thefe  graces  fill  the  mouths  of  flints  with 
prayers  and  prailes,  confefiions  and  lupplications, 
honorary  to  God  and  hateful  to  hell  •,  and  they  fill 
the  lives  of  faints  with  thofe  fruits  of  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefs,  which  he  abhors  from  :  and  in  their 
holy  dying  he  is  moft  of  all  triumph’d  over  ;  for  as 
they  always  die  fafely,  and  fometimes  triumphantly, 
fo  as  foon  as  the  fpirit  of  the  meaneft  believer  is 
out  of  the  body,  the  holy  angels  of  God  take  it  in¬ 
to  their  bright  and  joyful  arms,  and  carry  it  through 
our  air,  in  the  fight  of  envious  devils,  to  the  para- 
dife  of  God.  The  pooreft  Lazarus  pafies  vidtori- 
oufly  through  Satan's  territories,  under  a  convoy  and 
guard  of  light,  before  which  the  fpirits  of  dark- 
nefs  cannot  ftand.  Then  every  afcending  fpirit  is 
like  another  Elijah  in  his  luminous  earn  *,  feen  only 
by  his  chofen  fucceflors  on  earth,  whofe  faith  re- 
prefents  to  them  the  abjedt  foe  groveling  in  dark- 
nefs  before  the  paffing  vifion. 

Moreover,  it  may  be  that  on  the  edges  of  the 
great  gulph ,  fixed  between  the  place  of  mifery  and 
the  feats  of  heavenly  blifs  and  glory,  the  wretched, 
wandring,  woful  fpirits  of  hell  may  fee  the  light  of 
the  celeftial  city  *,  and  from  the  walls  of  it  ( for  with¬ 
out  are  dogs ,  and  whatfoever  worketh  abomination ) 
may  be  feen  at  a  woful  diftance,  forlorn  and  ro¬ 
ving  in  the  regions  below  •,  abandon’d  of  God  and 
banifh’d  from  his  prefence. 

But  however  this  be,  we  know  that  at  the  fecond 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  day  of  the  refur- 
redtion  of  the  juft,  the  manifestation  of  the  fons  of 
God  •,  then  God  will  perfedt  to  himfelf  praife,  and 
utterly  ftil]  the  enemy  and  the  avenger.  For  then 
fhall  the  righteous  fhine  forth  in  the  kingdom  of 
fheir  Saviour ,  and  his  high praifes  be  in  their  mouth  j 
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when  the  fon  cf  man  fhall  fit  upon  the  throne  of 
his  glory  and  his  elett  in  glorious  bodies  of  light 
lhall  be  enthroned  on  his  right  hand  ;  while  devils 
and  damned  fpirits  fhall  come  forth  before  his  high 
and  dreadful  bar,  to  pafs  their  trial  and  hear  their 
doom  to  everlafting  burnings.  What  tongue  can 
fpeak  or  heart  conceive  of  the  glories,  joys  and 
fongs  of  juftified  believers  on  that  happy  day,  to 
true  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  confufion  of  the  ene¬ 
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And  what  mind  can  imagine  the  dejection 
no  a cnefs,  the  grief  and  fhame,  the  anguifhes  and 
ngs  oi  devils  and  damned  fpirits  in  the  hour 
of  their  fentence  and  execution  ? 

Then  devils  themlelves  fhall  be  confounded  at 
their  own  guiltineis,  villany  and  mifery  ;  for  all 
that  they  have  ever  done  againft  God  their  maker 
and  their  judge  *,  as  alfo  againft  mankind,  againft 
Chrift  the  feconcl  Adam ,  and  his  laved  ones.  Me* 
thinks  they  will  be  confounded  alfo  to  behold  the 
numbers  of  them  that  are  laved,  what  a  great  e- 
leftion  they  are,  what  fons  of  God  they  are  made, 
how  meet  to  fill  the  feats  of  blifs  and  glory  which 
they  left!  And  now  before  ■  the  face  and  praifes 
of  thole  bleffed  fpirits,  thefe  infernal  hofts  fhall  trem¬ 
ble  and  flint  away.  And  may  we  not  add,  that 
then  they  fhall  be  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  fight 
of  the  many  millions  of  immortal  fouls  which  they 
have  ruin’d:  fouls  damned  by  their  means,  and  on 
whole  account  their  damnation  fhall  be  the  greater. 
How  will  they  wi fh  undone,  all  the  curfed  part  they 
have  been  acting  from  the  fall  of  Adam!  No  more 
fhall  they  be  able  to  glory  in  their  accurled  deeds  a- 
gainft  precious  fouls  ;  no  more  fhall  they  be  harden¬ 
ed,  fearlefs  and  fhamelefs  ;  for  the  time  *of  their  tor¬ 
ture  and  confufion  will  be  come.  No  more  fhall  de¬ 
vil's  be  able  to  infult  the  fouls,  which  they  have  caus’d 
to  perifh  widi  them:  For  alas!  they, fliall  be  in 
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that  day  weak  as  they  ;  and  who  knows  but  that 
the  damned  may  in  their  turns  fly  upon  the  cruel 
authors  of  their  mifery,  and  be  impower’d  to  tear 
and  rend  them  with  unknown  revenge  and  cruelty. 
Then  the  devil  that  deceived  them  Jhall  be  caft  into 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone ,  and  Jhall  be  tormented 
day  and  night  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev.  xx.  io. 

And  what  remains  now  in  the  clofe  of  this  me¬ 
ditation,  but  that  believers  give  glory  unto  Chrifl  their 
Saviour  and ftrong  Redeemer :  That  from  their  mouths, 
who  are  but  as  babes  and fucklings ,  he  may  have  praife 
and  honour.  Let  their  fouls  magnify  the  Lord ,  and 
their  fpirits  rejoice  in  God  their  Saviour ;  for  he  that 
is  mighty  hath  done  great  things  for  theta,  and  holy  is 
his  name.  Let  them  fing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath 
triumphed  glcrioufly :  Let  him  be  their  Jlrenglh  and 
fong,  who  is  become  their  filvation.  Let  them  ling 
"the  fong  of  Mofes  and  of  the  Lamb ;  which  are  in¬ 
deed  one ;  Revel,  xv.  3.  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works.  Lord  God  almighty ;  juft  and  true 
are  thy  ways,  thou  king  of  faints !  Who  flrall  not 
fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ?  -  for  thy 
judgments  are  made  manifeft. 


S  E  R- 


SERMON  VII. 


Christ  a  Prophet  like  unto 

Moses. 


D  e  u  t.  xviii.  i  y. 

The  Lord  thy  God  wilt  raife  up  unto  thee  a 
Prophet  from  the  midjl  of  thee,  of  thy  bre¬ 
thren ,  like  unto  m e  5  unto  him  ye  JhaH  hear¬ 
ken . 


E  have  here  a  very  glorious  prophecy  and 
promife  concerning  Chrijf ,  and  a  very  juft 
and  righteous  precept  of  reverence  and  o- 
bedience  to  him.  The  prophecy  was  of  a 
moft  illuftrious  event  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  and  the 
promife  was  of  the  moft  Angular  and  extenfive 
blejfing  to  the  fons  of  men. 


The 
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The  Jews  themfelves  underftood  this  prophet  to 
mean  the  Meffiah ,  or  Chrift :  Him  of  whom  Mofes 
did  write:  John  i.  45.  That  prophet  which  fhould 
come  into  the  world .  We  have  the  prophecy  twice 
applied  to  our  Lord  Jefus ,  and  interpreted  of  him 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  firft  by  the  mouth  of  the  apoftle 
Peter,  and  then  by  the  martyr  Stephen  :  A£ts  iii.  22, 
23.  For  Mofes  truly  faid  unto  the  Father s,  a  prophet 
Jhall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you .  of  your  bre¬ 
thren^  like  unto  me,  &c.  vii.  37*  This  is  that  Mofes 
which  faid  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  a  prophet  Jhall 
the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you ,  &c. 

Lhree  things  are  here  predated  of  Chrijl,  1 .  That 
he  fhould  be  a  prophet.  2.  A  ftngular ,  uncommon 
and  extraordinary  one  *,  raifea  up  by  the  Lord  God , 
and  like  unto  Mofes .  3*  That  he  fhould  be  a  Jew 

by  nation,  a  fon  of  Abraham,  of  the  feed  of  Ifrael : 
from  the  midjl  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren. 

I  fhall  not  go  into  the  prophetical  office  of  Chrift 
in  general  and  at  large,  but  only  confider  it  in  the 
fimilitude  here  given  *  like  unto  Mofes . 

u  A  high  and  fingular  honour  is  here  done  to 
Mofes.  And  God  having  put  it  on  him,  the  hum¬ 
ble  believing  faint  is  perfvvaded  of  it  and  embraces 
it.  A  prophet  from  among  your  brethren  like  unto  me. 
How  great  a  word  was  this  ?  how  great  a  man  is 
this  meek  Mofes  made  hereby?  As  was  laid  of  Mel- 
chizedek.  One  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God! 

2.  The  glory  is  wholly  Chrift9 s.  Pie  is  the  prophet 
like  to  Mofes:  the  Son  of  God  from  heaven  made 
like  to  the  fon  of  man  !  Behold  his  glory,  full  of  grace 
and  truth.  It  means  a  greater  than  Mofes:  Mofes 
his  Lord  and  teacher.  Him  of  whom  Mofes  was 
but  a  type,  and  unto  whom  he  was  faithful.  At 
laft,  Mofes  was  only  like  to  him,  as  was  Melchize - 
dek  before  him.  For  as  Chrift  is  a  prieft  for  ever 
after  the  order  of  Melchize  dek,  fo  He  is  the  prophet 

N  whom 
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whom  God  raifed  up  like  unto  Mofes.  Of  Mofes  we 
read,  that  no  one  ol  the  holy  prophets  was  equal 
to  him  in  the  favours  and  honours  of  heaven  :  Deut. 
xxxiv.  io.  "There  arofe  not  a  prophet  in  Ifrael  like 
unto  Mofes .  Only  the  MeJJiah ,  the  great  prophet 
and  teacher,  was  above  him.  The  glory  on  the 
fhining  face  of  Mofes  was,  that  like  unto  him  Chrifi 
came . 

The  doctrine  in  fhort  is,  That  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi  was  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes . 

i.  He  was  a  prophet ,  and  fo  was  Mofes .  This  is 
a  prime  chara&er  and  office  of  our  Saviour,  a  pro¬ 
phet .  By  him  God  has  fpoken  to  us,  and  made 
known  himfelf  and  his  will  unto  us  for  our  falvati- 
on.  John  i.  1 8.  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time^ 
the  only-begotten  which  is  from  the  bofom  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther \  he  hath  revealed  him .  Preaching  was  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  work,  and  in  his  preaching  he  deliver’d 
many  prophefies.  In  him  was  fulfilled  thofe  illu- 
ftrious  words,  Pfalmx  1.  io,  n.  I  have  preached  thy 
righteoufnefs ,  I  have  declared  thy  faithfulnefs  and  thy 
falvation .  And  thofe,  If  a.  Ixi.  i,  2.  The  fpirit  of 
the  Lord  God  is  upon  me ,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  a- 
nointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek ,  &c.  His 
prophefies  were  many  which  he  utter’d  concerning 
his  own  death  and  refurre£fion,  the  deftruftion  of 
JeruJalem ,  the  perfections  of  his  apoftles ,  the  iuc- 
cefs,  &c }  all  which  were  fulfilled  in  their  time. 
He  declared  to  men  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts  and 
lives,  he  made  their  hearts  to  burn  within  them 
while  he  open’d  to  them  the  fcriptures,  and  he  pro¬ 
mis’d  the  effufion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  his  afcen- 
fion.  The  works  of  a  prophet  were  all  wrought 
by  him  •,  and  he  was  juftly  efteemed  as  more  than 
a  prophet  by  them  that  heard  his  words  and  faw 
his  works.  He  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and 
in  word  before  God  and  all  the  people.  Luke 
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xxiv.  19.  Nicodemus  vifited  him  with  this  righte' 
ous  acknowledgment,  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art 
a  teacher  come  from  God.  The  Herodians  and  Pha - 
rifees ,  treacherous  as  they  were,  came  to  him  with 
this  compliment,  Mafter ,  we  know  that  thou  t each- 
eft  thewa y  of  God  in  truth .  The  multitudes  were 
conftrained  to  glorify  God,  faying,  that  a  great 
prophet  was  rifen  among  them ,  and  that  God  had  vi¬ 
fited  his  people.  In  one  word,  the  four  go f pels  and 
the  book  of  the  Revelations  are  the  proof  ol  Chrift’s 
executing  the  office  of  a  prophet. 

2.  Mofes  was  an  extraordinary  prophet,  and  fo 
was  Chrift.  The  million  and  call  of  Mofes  was  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  fo  were  the  revelations  of  God 
to  him  and  the  works  wrought  by  him.  In  all 
thefe  he  was  an  eminent  type  of  Chrift.  When 
God  fpake  of  his  ordinary  prophets,  he  added,  My 
fervant  Mofes  is  not  fo:  And  when  he  fpake  of  his 
Son  from  heaven,  he  faid,  This  is  my  beloved  Son , 
hear  him .  -  Mofes  was  a  prince  among  the  pro¬ 
phets  :  Chrift  was  the  head  and  Lord  of  all  the  holy 
prophets. 

1.  The  prophet  Mofes  was  a  lawgiver ,  a  leader 
and  commander  to  the  people-,  and  Inch  is  Chrift 
unto  the  church.  Ifa.  lv.  4.  Chrift  is  the  prince  ana 
Saviour ,  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church .  I  lie 
prophetical  and  kingly  offices  are  united  in  Chnft. 
The  preacher,  like  Solomon ,  was  king  i njerufalem. 
David  and  Mofes  were  herein  alike  illuftrious  types 
of  Chrift,  being  both  prophets  and  kings. 

2.  The  prophet  Mofes  was  a  mediator  between 
God  and  Ifrael  *  Chrift  the  great  prophet  is  the  one 
mediator  between  God  and  man.  God  put  this  high 
honour  and  dignity  on  Mofes ,  and  the  people  thank¬ 
fully  fubmitted  to  him.  God  gave  them  herein 
their  own  wiffi  and  defire  ;  Deut.  v.  27.  Go  thou 
near  and  hear  all  that  the  I,ord  our  God  ftoall  fay , 
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And  /peak  thou  unto  us  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  Jhall 
[peak  unto  thee ,  and  we  will  hear  it  and  do  it:  And 
the  Lord  faid ,  they  have  well  fpoken. 

We  read.  Gal .  iii.  19,  That  the  law  was  given  by 
angels  in  the  hand  of  a  mediator .  Mofes  was  that 
mediator,  to  whom  the  tables  of  the  law  were  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  holy  mount,  being  prepared  by  the 
hands  of  angels  ;  by  whole  miniftry  and  voice  it  was 
alfo  fpoken  from  Sinai.  But  Mofes  was  only  a  ty¬ 
pical  mediator,  and  unto  that  one  people  ;  Chrift  is 
the  mediator  of  the  new  teft ament ,  a  better  cove¬ 
nant  {aft  who  gave  himfelf  a  ranfome  for  all.  The 
law  was  given  by  Mofes ,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jefus  Chrift .  If  Chrift  had  not  been  the  mediator 
between  God  and  man  in  heaven,  Mofes  had  not 
been  a  mediator  between  God  and  Ifrael  on  earth® 
But  therefore  was  Mofes  fuch  to  his  people,  to  re- 
prefent  what  Chrift  is  to  his  univerfal  church. 

How  often  did  Mofes  fpeak  from  God  to  Ifrael? 
and  again,  how  often  did  he  fpeak  to  God  for  them  ? 
fuch  a  prophet  is  Chrift  to  his  church,  who  has  lpoken 
to  them  from  God  ;  as  in  his  own  perfon,  fo  by  his 
fervants  the  prophets  and  apoftles  *,  and  who  yet 
fpeaks  to  us  by  his  minifters  *,  but  at  the  fame  time 
js  ever  fpeaking  for  believers  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  :  His  blood  fpeaketh,  and  he  ever  liveth  to  make 
inter ceffion. 

Mofes  was  the  fervent  and  prevalent  intercejfbr 
with  God  for  Ifrael .  How  affedtionate  and  abun¬ 
dant  was  he  in  prayer  for  them,  and  as  a  prince  he 
had  pDwer  with  God,  I  will  only  turn  you  to  his 
interceffion  for  the  finners,  in  the  day  when,  they 
had  made  them  the  golden  calf:  Exod.  xxxii.  30, 
31,32.  And  Mofes  returned  unto  the  Lord ,  and  faid , 
Qh ,  this  people  have  finned  a  great  fin ,  and  have  made 
them  Gods  of  gold:  Yet  now  if  thou  wilt ,  forgive  their 

fa)  Heb.  viiL  6 8  9,  15%  xii.  24*  s  Tina,  ii,  4,  jr» 
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fin  :  And  if  not ,  blot  me ,  7  pray,  thee ,  out  of  thy  booh 
which  thou  haft  written .  This  was  like  the  good 
fhepberd  that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  fheep  ;  and  like 
the  advocate  with  the  Father  who  for  thole  for 
whom  he  prays.  Our  dying  Saviour  pi  ay  d,  Fa¬ 
ther  forgive  them.  Mofes  lorrowful  even  unto  death 
pray’d,  Now  if  thou  wilt ,  forgive  their  fin  *,  and  ft  not 
let  me  die  with  them.  He  would  have  oiler  d  him- 
felf  to  have  died  for  them ,  if  his  dying  could  have 
made  atonement  for  their  fin  *,  but  he  knew  that 
only  the  blood  ofjefus  could  do .  that;  by  faith  in 
whofe  one  offering  he  pray’d  for  his  people. 

3.  Mofes  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed  him, 
and  Chrift  is  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  pried. 
A  fpecial  remark  is  put  on  this,  Heb.  iii.  2.  Mofes 
was  eminently  that  faithful  and  wile  fervant ;  Chrift 
more.  Mofes  fometimes  err’d  thro5  infirmity,  Chrift 
never.  Read  his  dying  appeal  to  God:  John  xvii. 
4.  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earthy  I  have  finijhed  the 
work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do  *,  I  have  ?nanifefted 
thy  name  unto  the  ?nen  which  thou  gaveft  me  out  of 
the  world,  I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which 
thou  gaveft  me :  And  now ,  holy  father ,  keep  through 
thy  own  name  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me. 

4.  Mofes ,  like  Chrift ,  was  a  prophet  mighty  in 
deeds  and  miracles.  This  was  an  eminent  point 
wherein  Mofes  was  made  illuftrious :  Deut.  xxxiv. 
11,  12.  In  all  the  figns  and  wonders  which  God  fent 
him  to  do  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and  in  all  that  mighty 
hand  which  he  fhewed  in  the  fight  of  ail  IfiraeL  Vve 
need  not  enumerate  thefe  :  they  are  well  known  ; 
and  were  never  equal’d,  were  only  exceeded  by 
the  miracles  which  Chrift  wrought.  By  this  blicode - 
7nus  knew  him  to  be  a  teacher  come  from  God  *,  for 
ffaid  he)  no  man  can  do  thefe  miracles  which  thou 
doeft ,  except  God  be  with  him.  When  the  multitude 

faw  that  one  miracle  of  the  loaves ,  they  faid  upon 

it 
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it  fas  if  they  had  feen  the  manna  in  the  days  of 
Mofes  from  heaven)  This  is  of  a  truth  that  prophet 
which  Jhould  come  into  the  world .  As  if  they  had 
laid,  the  very  prophet  like  unto  Mofes  which  the 
Lord  our  God  promifed  to  raife  up  unto  us.  Even 
the  blind  man ,  whole  eyes  Chrift  had  opened,  faid 
boldly  of  him  fas  well  he  might)  He  is  a  prophet . 
But  altho’  the  rod  of  Mofes  devoured  the  ferpents 
which  the  magicians  brought  forth  by  their  enchant¬ 
ments,  yet  his  mighty  works  vail  to  thofe  of  Cbrifl  ; 
which  were  more  in  number,  and  excelling  in  kind : 
For  in  the  one  were  great  terrors  and  deftruCtions 
for  the  molt  part  •,  in  the  other  all  the  riches  of 
divine  bounty  and  grace  :  And  as  the  one  were 
wrought  as  became  a  fervant  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  fo  the  other  by  the  fony  Lord  of  his  own  houfey 
in  a  way  of  empire  and  abfolute  will  and  power. 

5.  Mofes  was  in  the  hand  of  God  a  deliverer  of 
the  church  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  bondage  of  Egypt  j 
Chrift  is  the  redeemer  of  fouls  out  of  worfe  than 
Egyptian  fervitude.  Mofes  was  fent  to  Pharaoh  to 
bring  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  from  his  cruel  tyranny 
and  oppreftions  ;  wherein  he  was  a  figure  of  the 
Son  of  God  who  came  down  from  heaven  to  refeue 
miferable  men  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan  and  of 
fin.  This  is  a  (lavery  to  fouls,  more  wretched  and 
infamous  than  all  the  tasks  and  drudgery  of  Egypt 
were  to  the  bodies  of  the  Ifraelites .  The  Son  is  come 
to  make  us free,  to  fet  us  at  liberty.  Only  let  him 
hear  our  groaning  *,  let  us  figh  becaufe  of  our  1  pi  ri¬ 
tual  bondage,  and  our  cry  go  up  to  him.  He  will 
then  remember  his  covenant ,  and  look  upon  our  af¬ 
fliction.  In  him  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood* 
Eph.  i.  6.  He  gave  himfelf  for  us  to  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity.  Tit.  ii.  16.  He  deliver eth  us  from  the 
wrath  to  come . 


God 
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God  delivered  Ifrael  by  Mofes  with  an  outftretch- 
ed  arm  of  power  and  juftice  ;  Chrift  delivers  fouls 
by  a  price  and  ranfom,  as  well  as  power.  As  Mo¬ 
fes  rod  triumph’d  over  Pharaoh  and  his  magicians, 
and  fpoiled  the  land  of  Egypt  •,  fo  (Thrift  fpoiled  the 
principalities  and  powers  of  hell,  triumphing  over 
them  on  his  crofs.  As  Pharaoh  and  his  hofts  fank 
like  a  ft  one  in  the  red  fea  •,  fo  Satan  like  lightning 
fell  from -heaven  before  Chrift .  He  plagues  the 
kingdom  of  the  hcaft ,  and  laves  fouls  from  his  rage 
and  lufts.  He  makes  the  enemy  to  know,  who 
is  the  Lord ;  and  ftrong  is  the  Lord  God  that  judg¬ 
es.  With  a  high  hand  and  with  an  outftretched 
arm  he  brings  forth  his  chofen,  to  the  wonder  and 
joy  of  heaven  :  Ephef  i.  19.  And  what  is  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  great nefs  of  his  power  to  us-war d  who  believe^ 
according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power ,  which 
he  wrought  in  Chrift  when  he  rai fed  him  from  the  dead , 
and  fet  him  at  his  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places ; 
far  above  all  principality ,  and  power,  and  might,  and 
dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  onl\ 
in  this  world,  but  alio  in  that  which  is  to  come . 

6.  Mofes  was  the  guide  and  leader  of  the  church 
through  the  wildernefs,  under  the  conduct  of  the 
pillar  of  fire  ;  Chrift  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
the  guide  of  fouls  to  heaven.  This  world  is  a  wil¬ 
der  nefs  to  the  people  ot  God,  through  which  they 
pafting  to  the  heavenly  Canaan,  under  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  Lord  redeemer.  John  xii.  46.  I  am 
come  a  light  into  the  world,  that  whofoevcr  believeth 
on  me  jhould  not  abide  in  dark  nefs .  The  light  of  di¬ 
vine  truth  leads  the  faints  of  God  to  their  everla- 
fting  reft.  He  has  given  us  an  example,  that  we  fhould 
follow  his  fteps.  He  leads  believers  by  his  good 
fpirit  in  the  way  that  iseverlafting.  He  leads  them 
about,  and  proves  them  and  does  them  good  by 
various  providences,  and  manifold  trials  and  temp¬ 
tations  : 
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rations :  Yet  it  is  all  a  right  and  fure  way.  Infinite 
wifdom,  and  tender  mercy  and  covenant  faithful- 
neis  has  laid  it  out.  Pfalm.  Ixxiii.  ult .  Lhou  fhalt 
guide  me  by  thy  counfel ,  and  afterward  receive  me  to 
glory .  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not  fall  a  mur- 
muring  under  one  dark  ftep  or  other,  which  we  can’t 
fee  through  ;  as  they  of  old  tempted  Chrift  and 
were  deftroyed.  Deut.  xxxii.  10.  He  found  him 
in  a  defert  land ,  in  the  wajte  bowling  wilder nefe ;  he 
led  him  about ,  he  infracted  him ,  he  kept  him  as  the 
apple  of  his  eye:  "The  Lord  alone  did  lead  him ,  and 
there  was  no  God  with  him .  Hebr.  iv.  9,  10. 

/L  is  enter'd  into  his  ref ,  —  //6m’  remaineth  therefore 
a  ref  to  the  people  of  God:  — let  us  not  fall  after  the 
example  of  unbelief 

7.  To  Mofes  God  gave  the  form  and  faffiion  of 
his  tabernacle,  and  the  ordinances  of  his  houfe  ** 
Chrifi  is  the  builder  of  the  lpiritual  houfe,  a  glo¬ 
rious  church  which  he  has  bought  with  his  own 
blood.  Chrift  in  hisperfon,  offices,  obedience,  fuf- 
ferings  and  benefits  was  the  foul  and  fubftance  of 
the  levitical  tabernacle,  priefthood,  altar  and  fa- 
orifices.  Heb .  viii.  2.  How  of  the  things  which  we 
have  heard  this  is  the  fum  \  we  have  an  high  priefi 
fet  down  on  the  light  hand  0) '  the  throne  of  the  majefiy 
in  the  heavens ,  a  minifler  of  the  fanlluary  and  op  the 
true  tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched  and  not  man . 
iih  3,  6.  This  man  is  worthy  of  more  glory  than 
Mofes ,  who  is  the  fan  over  his  own  houfe,  which  houfe 
are  we.  1  Peter  ii.  4.  Lo  whom  coming  as  unto 
a  living  f lone ,  di fallowed  indeed  of  men ,  but  chofen  of 
God  and  precious ,  ye  alfa  as  lively  ft  ones  are  built  up 
a  fpiritual  houfe ,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices.  Eph. 
ii.  20,,  'll.  JVc  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
prophets  and  apofles ,  Jtfus  Chrift  being  the  chief  cor¬ 
ner  [tone  \  in  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  to - 

tether  vroweth  into  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord*  in 

whom 
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whom  you  alfo  are  builded  together  for  an  habitation  of 
God  through  the  fpirit . 

8.  Mofes  was  a  prophet  eminent  for  communion 
with  God,  taken  up  into  the  mount,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  many  days  together  :  whom  the  Lord  knew 
face  to  face ,  and  the  fimilitnde  of  the  Lord  did  he  be¬ 
hold,  Num.  xii.  6,  7,  8.  In  this  he  was  a  fmall 
fhadow  and  type  of  him  that  come  forth  from  God , 
from  the  bofome  of  the  Father  ;  who  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  with  God ,  and  in  the  eternal  fecrets  and  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Father.  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any 
time ,  no  not  Mofes ;  when  he  ask’d  it,  God  an- 
fwerM  him,  thou  can9 ft  not  fee  my  face  and  live ;  but 
the  only-begotten  he  hath  revealed  the  Father .  John 
i.  18.  He  only  could  Ipeak  after  that  manner; 
John  iii.  11,  12.  Verily ,  verily ,  I  fay  unto  theey 
we  fpeak  that  we  do  know ,  and  teftify  that  we  have 
feen:  —  No  man  hath  afcended  up  into  heaven ,  but 
he  that  came  down  from  heaven ,  even  the  fon  of  man 
which  is  in  heaven.  Which  of  the  holy  prophets  e- 
ver  fpake  as  Chrift  did?  I  and  my  father  are  one 
(a):  The  father  loveth  the  fon  and fheweth  him  all 
things :  believe  me  that  I  am  in  the  Father  and  the  Fa¬ 
ther  in  me :  I  know  him,  for  I  am  from  him ,  and  he 
hath fent  me.  Indeed  when  Mofes  came  down  from 
the  mount  the  skin  of  his  face  fhone  fo,  that  the 
elders  of  Ifrael  were  afraid  to  behold  him  :  but  this 
was  a  faint  gleam  of  light  in  comparifon  of  the 
transfiguration  of  Chrift,  when  his  face  fhone  as  the 
fun,  and  his  raiment  as  the  light.  Even  Mofes  came 
down  that  day  from  the  realms  of  light  to  behold 
the  glory  of  Chrift  *  and  the  Father  a  fecond  time 
laid  concerning  him,  This  is  my  beloved  fon  hear 
him ,  Matth.  xvii.  IniU 

{it)  John  iii.  35-.  vii,  29,  x.  30.  xiv.  ijj 

o 
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9.  Mofes  was  a  prophet  eminent  and  illuftrious 
Li‘  r  parnc«lar  graces,  which  were  a  fingular 

°ff  *e.  hfc  ofChrift,  and  are  the  peculiar 

n f  r11SiaW-  *f°[e\  hke  his  Lord  was  iJlullri- 
J  ,;;!  fanftuy  and  hohncfs,  for  fpirituality  and 

Ge'f?fj  ^'U  •?,’  ardntd  and  reverend  obfervation 
f  "  ao!e,wl  1  °f  God.  Like  Chrift  he  was  e- 
the  lo,ve  of  God,  and  for  love  to  men  ; 
C>‘rVj>1‘|u!''y’  myknds,  patience  and  prayer.  Like 

f  r  n  e  Tast  abundanC  m  labours  for  the  dory 
o.  God  and  the  good  of  fouls.  Like  his  Lo?d  he 

was  grieved  for  the  hardnefs  of  men’s  hearts,  for- 
gave  tn^Ir  lniunfs>  bore  with  their  manners  and 

a"4  interCeffion  for  ^  tranf- 

gl  "if1 a*  .f  ke  Chnft  he  was  meek  above  all  the  men 

c  CrT'n  7/ '  1  b  TC  WOrd’  m°fes  was  a  man 
ot  Uod>  Cbrtft  the  holy  one  of  God 

10.  Mofes  was  caufelefsly  murmur’d  at,  envied, 
flandct  c<  rcbell  d  again  lb  ;  infulted  and  abufed  by 
die  people  whom  he  ferv’d  and  fav’d  j  and  fo  was 

n/f'  ,  e  congmgation  fometime  rofe  againft 
and  was  ready  toftone  him,  and  even  %ron 

zndMynam  were  once  in  the  mutiny  againft  him. 

In  this  was  enough  for  the  fervant  that  he  was 
nivc  to  111s  Lord,  againft  whom  they  took  up 
•ones,  to  ftone  him  after  all  his  preaching  and 
travels,  miracles  and  charities.  So' that  as ° Mofes 

ru  m  1  ’j  Lorar  1  have  not  injured  one  of  them  ;  fo 

7‘in,t  hau  occafi°n  to  fay,  many  a  good  work  have 

.  a0ne  af0,%  yo«,  for  which  of  them  is  it  that  ye 
Jtone  me?  *  '  ; 

Indeed  in  the  death  of  Mofes  there  was  no  out¬ 
ward  refcmblance  of  ChHJl> s  death.  Mofes  went 
up  and  died  in  honour,  peace,  ferenity ;  and  the 
angels  of  God  took  away  his  foul,  and  buried  his 

'■*'  Numb  xii-  o-  Mat.  xxi.  g.  si.  29.  2  Cor.  10.  r. 

body ; 
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body:  But  the  f on  of  man  was  lift  up  on  a  cruel 
crofs,  and  by  wicked  hands  was  crucified  and  fiuin  ; 
a  facrifice  for  the  congregation.  I  his  honour  did 
not  belong  to  Mofcs ,  nor  to  any  F  airiaruo  ^  or  pio- 
phet:  He  trod  the  wine-prefs  alone ,  and  of  the  poops 

there  was  none  with  him .  .  1 

Wherefore  we  muft  clofe  the  comparifon  witn 

faying,  that  the  fervant  may  not  be  compared  w all 
the  Lord .  Mofes  was  but  the  prophet  of  Chrift, 
was  infpired  by  him,  fent  by  him.  It  was  Chi  if 
that  call’d  him  at  the  bufh^  and  lent  him  to  Pha¬ 
raoh,  and  was  with  him  in  all  his  way  and  in  all 
his  works :  in  the  mild  and  in  the  burning  moun¬ 
tain  ;  in  the  pillar  and  the  cloud,  in  the  tabernacle 
and  the  Shekinah .  Mofes  miniftred  in  the  houle 
whereof  Chrift  was  the  Lord  and  owner.  Altho’ 
like  the  baptift  he  was  more  than  a  prophet ,  yet  he 
was  not  that  light ,  but  was  fent  to  bear  witnels  to 
him ,  that  all  men  might  believe  in  him. 

Ufe.  The  improvement  of  the  meditation  fol¬ 
lows. 

i.  We  learn  the  high  honour  of  Mofes ,  and  of 
all  faints  in  their  place  and  order.  They  are  made 
like  to  the  Son  of  God.  Both  Jews  and  Chrijhans 
have  a  great  and  juft  veneration  for  the  name  and 
memory  of  AFoJes.  Chrift  has  done  him  more  ho¬ 
nour  than  all  the  Rabbles  and  dodtors  or  the  Jews 
have  done,  or  can  do.  The  laft  honour  done  him 
is  this,  that  the  Mejjiah  was  a  prophet  like  unto  him . 
The  fong  of  Mofes  and  of  the  lamb  is  one.  As  If 
rael  fang  of  the  redemption  under  Mofes ,  we  fing 
for  ever  of  that  by  Jefus  Chrift .  I  he  Lord  puts 
his  fervant’s  name  into  his  own  fong ,  as  a  fovereign 
prince  fometimes  puts  a  fubjedt’s  name  into  his  pro¬ 
clamation. 

But  this  honour  have  all  his  flints  in  a  degree  ; 
for  every  believer  bears  the  image  of  Chrift,  and 
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IS  like  to  him  in  the  fpirit  of  holinefs.  Rom.  viii. 

I9'  Co  frmed  ?  *e  image  oj  bis  fin.  i  Cor.  xv. 

T  in  his  own  order ,  Chrifl  the  Hr (l  fruit f 

^-7^  %  -  c^;./  htomtr  ' 

Son"  of  r'1.'  U1ire  r.he  great  condefeenjion  of  the 

God  O  ^  °r.d  gl0ry’  the  h°ly  one  of 

W  en  ?  f  graCe  °f  °ur  Lord  that  he  has 

5S  „  I  I?  e/Tant  °f  himfelf  anci  iaid>  1  ™U  ap- 

r  f  '  l P  pbet  hkf  Unt0  thee •  So  took  the  form 
or  a  iervant  and  was  among  us«t  one  that  ferveth. 

foe^c  H™.  lhlmfelfar°  come  down  on  Sinai,  and 
kiV  m  maje/ly  and  terror-  Well  faid  the 
-  WrY/hat  °CCafi°n’  did  ever  $eo&e  hear  the 

voue  of  Cod  before,  and  live  l  The  gracious  lawgiver 
v  ne  a  greater  thing  than  this,  that  we  may  mar- 
!  '  Hl  w as  found mfajhion  as  a  man!  He  appear¬ 
ed  an  humble  prophet  upon  earth;  dwelt  among 
uj  p.each  d  to  us  and  died  for  us  1  He  whofe  face 
muld  ^gged  to  fee  and  was  denied,  whom  Mofes 

y  i  ii  ,ee  <Lnd ‘lve  >  he  was  made  fleflo  and  we 
beheld  his  glory  He  was  in  the  likenefs  offinful  flejh, 

finners  l'ke  imCo  himfelf,  partakers  of  his 


J  he  7ews  ate  inexcufable  in  their  infidelity 
They  ought  to  believe  in  Thrift  and  fubmit  to 
him.  UJ  a  truth  this  is  that  prophet.  How  ftran^e 
is  it  that  they  would  not  fee  it,  will  not  yet- fee  it? 

;v hat  f  vadls  on  their  heart !  What  blindnefs  has 
hapned  to  Ijrael !  A  worfe  than  Egyptian  darknefs 
a  UP?”  that  once  redeemed  people  !  'Eyes  that  they 
fiiould  not  fee  unto  this  day  !  They  faid  of  old  to 
,  man  that  had  been  blind ,  themfelves  blinder 
than  he  was  before  ;  John  ix.  28.  Thou  art  his 
difaple,  we  are  Mofes  difciples.  Perverfe  people  ! 
t  ocrets  one  that  accufeth  them ,  even  Mofes  in  whom  they 

rf  d]  Yu  ^  believcd  Mofes  they  would  believe  in 

ij  .  Joinv.  ult.  God  dreadfully  requires  of  them 

for 
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for  their  fin  in  not  hearing  Chrift,  and  judges  thm  for 
it,  as  he  threatned,  Beat.  xviii.  i3,  19,  The  Lord 
wept  over  that  unbelieving  people,  and  fa  id,  but  now 

it  is  hid  from  thine  eyes. 

4.  Let  us  hear  Chrift.  We  are  even  more  bound 
and  obliged  than  the  Jews  were.  Our  light  and 
convidtion  and  profeffion  ftrongly  bind  us. 

This  is  the  duty  nam’d  in  the  clofe  of  my  text9 
Unto  him  ye  Jhall  hearken.  It  was  not  fo  much  a 
prophecy  as  a  precept.  God  knew  and  foretold 
that  they  would  not  hearken,  but  he  requir’d  them 
on  the  higheft  pains.  At  the  baptifm  of  Jefus ,  this 
was  the  voice  from  heaven  ;  This  is  my  beloved  fon , 
hear  him .  And  as  the  apoftle  argues,  Heb •  xii.  25. 
See  that  ye  ref  life  not  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven 
for  if  they  efc  aped  not  that  refufed  Mofes  who  fpake 
from  earthy  how  Jhall  we  efcape  if  we  turn  away 
from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven.  Heb.  x.  28. 
He  that  defpifed  Mofes  law  died  without  mercy  *,  of  how 
much  fore ?  punijhment ,  fuppofe  Jhall  he  be  thought 

worthy ,  who  hath  trodden  under  foo  t  the  Son  of  God  — -  „ 

5.  Learn  the  duty  and  honour  of  minifters  and 
hearers  under  the  gofpel :  It  is  to  be  like  Mofes  and 
like  to  Chrift.  The  leaf  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
may  be  thus  great.  Mofes  miniftcr’d  to  us.  We 
have  him  and  the  prophets  to  read  and  learn  of. 
We  are  bid  to  take  them  for  our  example.  The  di¬ 
vine  fpirit  can  make  us  like  to  them.  I  do  not 
mean  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  but  of  grace.  May 
the  fpirit  of  Chrift ,  which  was  in  Mofes ,  reft  on  us! 
God  once  took  of  it  and  put  it  on  fame  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  It  is  ftill  with  the  attended  Jefus  to 
beftow.  He  pour’d  out  the  fpirit  on  the  day  of 
Pentecofl ,  and  he  has  promis’d  to  give  him  unto 
them  that  ask  him.  If  we  have  not  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  we  are  none  of  his.  We  ftiould  be  like  him, 
his  prophets  and  apoftles,  in  word ,  in  corner fation , 

in 
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in  faith,  in  charity  and  purity.  We  fliould  become 
followers  of  them  and  of  the  Lord ,  having  received 
the  word  with  joy..  Hebrews  xm.  17.  Remember 
them  that  have  the  rule ,  who  have  fpoken  to  you  the 
word  of  God ,  confidering  the  end  of  their  conversation  ; 
Jefus  Chrift ,  the  fame  ye  pier  day,  to  day  and  for  ever . 


s  E  R- 


Revelation  xxii.  16. 

♦  .  ► 

I  am  the  root  and  the  offspring  of 
David,  and  the  bright  and  morn¬ 
ing  flar. 

N  thefe  words  our  Lordjefus  Chrift ,  the 
Lord  of  glory,  fpeaks  of  himfelf ,  fpeaks 
of  his  own  glory :  And  they  are  to  be 
fure  very  glorious  things  which  he  fays 
of  himfelf ;  fuch  as  demand  from  us  a 
reverend  attention*  cTh.ough  ho  bear  record  oj 
himfelf,  yet  his  record  is  true ;  who  only  knows  him- 

'  '  '  felf, 
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felf,  and  is  the  faithful  and  true  witnef  •  Thefe 
things  faith  He  that  is  holy,  He  that  is  true,  I  am 
the  root  and  the  offfpring  of  David,  and  the  bright 
and  morning  far . 

Two  glorious  truths  or  do  Urines  are  here  given 
us,  i  That  our  Lordjefus  is  the  root  and  offspring 
of  David.  2.  That  he  is  the  bright  and  morning 
ftar. 

I.  Our  Lord  Jefus  is  the  root  and  offspring  of  Da¬ 
vid.  And  in  this  affirmation  we  have  the  dodrine 
both  of  divinity  and  humanity  :  that  he  is  truly  God, 
the  root  of  David  ^  and  true  man ,  David’s  offspring . 
The  great  myftery  of  Godline fs  is  here  taught,  God 
manifeft  in  flejh .  i  Tim,  iii.  16.  The  word  made  flefh , 
John  i.  14. 

This  was  what  the  Jews  could  not  underftand  or 
anfwcr,  when  our  Lord  put  it  to  them.  They 
could  readily  fay,  that  the  Chrift  was  to  be  David’s 
fon  and  offspring  ;  but  how  he  could  be  his  root 
and  Lord  they  could  not  tell.  Mat .  xxii.  ult.  If 
David  then  call  him  Lord ,  how  is  he  his  fon  ?  And 
they  were  not  able  to  anfwer  him  a  word . 

The  anfwer  to  this  queftion  is  made  plain  and 
eafy  to  us  Lorn  the  fcriptures  of  the  new  tejlament ; 
and  my  text  gives  us  the  folution,  Chrift  is  both 
the  root  and  the  offspring  of  David  in  his  two  diftind: 
natures  :  He  is  both  the  x  .  * her  of  David ,  and  alfo 
his  Son  ;  both  in  how  different  efpedrs  !  As  God,  he 
is  the  root  of  David ,  as  man ,  he  is  his  offspring. 

1 .  Chrift  in  his  eternal  Godhead  is  necefiarily  the 
root  of  David.  As  man  his  name  was  the  branch , 
as  God  lie  is  the  root.  In  a  natural  and  fleihly  fenfe 
David  was  the  root  of  Chrift  in  a  divine  and  fpi- 
ritua!  fenfe  Chrift  is  the  root  of  David. 

The  word  root  is  fometimes  ufed  ior  a  father  or 
progenitor:  Rom.  xi.  16.  If  the  root  be  holy  (the  pa¬ 
rents  in  covenant  with  God,  and  relatively  holy)  fo 

'  arc 
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arc  the  branches ;  the  children  of  fuch  parents.  Now 
Chrift  as  God  is  the  root  of  David. 

1.  As  he  is  David’s  maker  and  creator  ;  the  au¬ 
thor  of  David’s  being  and  endowments.  By  him  , 
God  ?nade  the  worlds ,  and  all  the  inhabitants  oi 
them.  Without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  is 
made  (a).  Whether  they  be  thrones ,  or  dominions ,  or 

j 'principalities ,  or  powers  \  all  things  were  created  by 
him  and  for  him .  Thefe  texts  declare  Chrift  to  be 
the  creator  of  angels  and  men,  and  confequently 
David’s  maker,  the  root  of  his  being. 

2.  He  is  the  root  of  David's  royalty.  David 
was  his  king,  defigned  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael  by 
him,  and  raifed  by  him  to  it :  endowed,  qualified 
and  accomplifh’d  by  him  for  rule  and  empire  over 
men  ;  elefted,  anointed  and  preferved  hereunto  by 
him  :  And  this  as  the  chofen  type  of  his  own  fpiri- 
tual  empire  and  heavenly  dominion.  The  kingdom 
of  providence,  the  government  of  the  world  is  in 
Chrift’s  hand,  who  has  faid  to  us,  Prov.  viii.  14,  15. 
Counfel  is  mine  and  found  wifdem ,  I  am  underfund¬ 
ing. ,  I  have  frength  •,  by  me  kings  reign ,  &c.  The 
covenant  of  royalty  was  given  to  David  from  Chrift 
the  king  of  Ifrael . 

3 .  Chrift  was  the  root  and  fpring  of  David’s  grace 
and  fanflity.  Of  his  fulnefs  David  receiv’d  it  all. 
Chrift  made  him  a  faint  ^  made  him  his  fervant, 
made  him  the  man  after  God’s  own  heart ,  and  the 
fweet  pfalmi ft  of  Ifrael:  made  him  all  that  he  was  to 
Ifrael ,  both  as  a  nation  and  a  church:  made  him 
his  king  here,  and  to  reign  with  him  in  glory  for 
ever. 

Thus  David’s  being  and  princely  endowments, 
his  royalty  and  his  fandlity  was  from  Chrift  i  he 
was  the  root  of  all. 
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io  6  The  root  and  offspring 

2.  Chrift  as  man  is  the  offspring  of  David.  This 
was  the  known  ftyle  of  the  Meffiah ,  the  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid.  John  vii.  42.  Hath  not  the  fcripture  / aid  that 
Chrift  cometh  of  the  feed  of  David?  The  whole  ftory 
of  our  Lord’s  ( a )  conception  and  birth,  and  the  ge¬ 
nealogies  given  by  St.  Matthew  and  Luke,  declare 
and  prove  him  to  be  lo.  It  was  never  queftion’d 
while  he  liv’d,  nor  by  any  till  a  long  time  after  his 
death. 

The  Gofpel  begins  thus.  The  hook  of  the  generation 
of  'Jefus  Chrift,  the  fon  of  David ,  the  fon  of  Abraham. 
In  the  days  of  his  flefh  the  miferable  cried  to  him, 
Dhou  fen  cf  David  have  mercy  on  us!  and  the  multi¬ 
tudes  cried,  Hofanna  to  the  fin  of  David!  The  feribes 
andpriefts,  his  enemies  and  haters,  never  queftion’d 
his  being  of  the  houfe  and  lineage  of  David. 

His  apoftles  boldly  inhft  on  and  argue  from  his 
defeent  from  David  j  how  that  of  the  fruit  of  his 
loins  God  had  raffed  up  Chrift  to  fit  upon  his  throne . 
A  efts  ii,  20.  And  that  he  was  made  of  the  feed  of  Da¬ 
vid  according  to  the  flefh ,  and  declared  to  he  the  Son 
of  God  with  power ,  by  the  Jpir it  of  holinefs  and  the  re - 
furretnon  from  the  dead.  Rom.  i.  2. 

It  was  nccefiary  that  th e  fcripture  fhould  be  'plain¬ 
ly  fulfilled  in  Chrift  in  thefe  two  inftances,  the  fon 
of  Abraham  and  the  fon  of  David.  For  unto  Abra¬ 
ham  God  had  promifed  that  in  his  feed  all  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  earth  fhould  be  bleffed:  And  unto  David 
God  had  fworn  that  his  covenant  fhould  ft  and  faff 
with  him,  that  his  feed  fhould  endure  for  ever,  and  his 
throne  as  the  days  of  heaven.  The  angel  in  his  words 
to  the  holy  Virgin  obferved  the  fulfilment  of  this 
promife  in  Jefus:  Luke  i.  33.  God  Jh all  give  to  him 
the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  he  fhall  reign  over 
the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there 

{a)  Luke  i.  27,  31.  ii.  4. 

fhall 


of  David.  to? 

/ball  be  no  end.  And  when  Zacharias  comes  to  fing 
of  him,  it  is  in  this  ftyle,  an  horn  op  falvalion  m  the 

houfe  of  David,  as  be  bad  fpoken.  , 

Well  therefore  hath  the  Chriftian  church  prefei  v  d 
this  precious  truth  with  a  due  care,  and  put  it  into 
their  creed  in  that  known  claufe  —  ham  of  We  l  irgyn 
Man:  For  that  is  the  fame  thing  as  to  lay-—.^ 
offspring  of  David  \  becaufe  that  Mary  and  Jofepb 
were  fo.  '  And  that  they  were  lb  was  proved  by  the 
taxing  which  brought  them  to  Bethlehem  at  the  time 
of  our  Saviour’s  birth  :  Whereby  the  providence  of 
God  meant  two  things,  firfi  to  fulfil  the  prophecy 
of  Micah ,  And  thou  Bethlehem  in  the  land  of  Judah 
art  not  the  leaf  among  the  princes  of  Judah,  for  out 
of  thee  Jhall  come  the  governor  that  Jball  rule  my  people 
Ifrael.  And  Secondly,  the  other  thing  was  to  prove 
our  Saviour  to  be  defended  of  the  tribe  of  Judah 
and  of  the  family  ot  David:  Luke  ii.  3,  4.  Ani  a 
went  to  be  taxed,  every  one  to  his  own  city  j  and  Jo¬ 
feph  alfo  went  up  from  Galilee ,  out  of  the  city  of -Na¬ 
zareth,  into  Judea,  unto  the  city  of  David,  which  is 
called  Bethlehem-,  becaufe  he  was  of  the  houfe  and 
lineage  of  David  to  be  taxed  with  Mary  his  efpoujed 

wifie . 

Thefe  things  are  ot  great  importance  to  our 
Chriftian  faith,  for  the  confirmation  of  believers, 
and  for  the  refutation  of  Infidels.  And  therefore, 
when  the  apoftle  Paul  made  his  firft  exhortation  to 
the  people  of  Antioch,  he  did  not  fail  to  oblerve 
to  them  our  Lord’s  defcent  from  David:  Acts  xm. 
23.  I  have  found  David  the  fin  of  Jeff e,  a  man  after 
my  own  heart,  which  J, hall  fulfil  all  my  will:  Of  this 
man's  feed  hath  God,  according  to  his  firomife,  raijed 

{into  Ifrael  a  Saviour,  Jefus. 

Thus  was  Chrift  the  offspring,  of  David,  by  the 
flefh  which  he  took  of  the  Virgin  Mary  while  at 
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the  fame  time  according  to  his  divine  nature  he  wa 

Now  from  ah  we  learn,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  both 

d  and  ft  ft  ■  in  one  perfon,  and  Jo  a  complete 
piopei  and  all-'uffiaent  Saviour  to  us.  Ifa.  ix.  6.  To 
m  a  chi  J  is  born ,  to  us  a  finis  given,  and  the  govern- 

mem  is  laid  upon  his  /boulder  j  and  He  is  called  the 
'Why  God,  tree  everlafting  Father.  Rev.  xxii.  i? 
r.a'n  u  '!'  a,  niid  ovlega,  the  beginning  and  the  end ,  the 
■Ul  an  •"  vene  *6.  I  am  the  root  and  the 

On  this  foot  ftands  the  whole  doftrine  of  Chrift’s 
•nti s,  action  for  our  fins,  and  our  jujlification  and  fal- 
x'aticn  by  him :  In  his  humane  nature  he  obeyed 
u  ered  (or  us,  and  by  the  dignity  and  power  of  his 
Ovine  nature,  he  gave  a  value  and  vertue  to  that 
obedience  and  thole  bufferings,  to  fatisfy  for  the 
isns  or  his  elect;  even  of  all  them  that  believe  in 


.  Jcftus  Chrift  is  the  bright  morning  /tar.  So  he 
is  twice  called  this  book  of  Revelations.  He  was 
of  old  prophefied  of  under  this  name,  a  flat  -,  even 
as  long  ago  as  the  days  of  Balaam.  Num.  xxiv.  17. 

V*ne  D11  Come  a  fiar  out  °f  J^ob,  and  a  feepter 
joail  life  out  of  Ifrael,  and  /hall  finite  the  corners  of 

Jvioab,  and  Edom  /hall  be  a  po/fe/fion :  Out  of  Jacob 
frail  (one  ho  that  Jhail  have  the  doinnion. 

This  famous  prophecy  looks  firft  to  David,  and 
tnen  ultimately  to  Chrift.  It  was  in  the  latter  of 
it  fulfilled  in  David ,  who  was  a  firming  ftar  in  If 
both  as  a  king  and  a  prophet,  and  Moab  and 
Edom  were  the  conqueft  of  his  fword,  and  became 
me  fubjcd.s  of  his  feepter.  But  the  more  iiluftri- 
ous  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  is  in  the  perfon  of 
Chiiff,  tne  kingdom  of  the  Alejjiah.  He  is  the  ftar 
out  of  Jacob,  and  he  is  the  feepter  out  of  Ifrael. 
d  he  far  notes  the  glory  and  lufter  of  his  perfon 

and 
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and  kingdom,  and  the  fcepter  fpeaks  the  power 
and  authority,  dominion  and  rule  belonging  to 
him,  and  exercifed  by  him. 

The  ftar  and  fcepter  go  together.  When  there¬ 
fore  the  king  of  the  Jews  was  born,  his  Jlar appear¬ 
ed.  Mat.  ii.  2.  Perhaps  (fays  one)  the  prophecy  of 
Balaam ,  one  of  the  children  of  the  eaft,  was  pre- 
ferved  by  tradition  in  the  eaftern  fchools  unto  our 
Saviour’s  time,  and  gave  occafion  to  the  wife  men 
upon  the  fight  of  an  unufual  ftar  over  the  land  of 
Judea,  to  go  and  make  the  enquiry  after  him  that 
was  born  king  of  the  Jews. 

But  to  come  to  a  more  particular  confideration 
of  the  phrafe,  the  bright  and  morning  ftar. 

I  luppofe,  that  I  need  not  flay  on  negatives,  to 
fay,  that  the  phrafe  muft  not  be  taken"  in  any  of 
thofe  particulars,  which  would  derogate  from  the 
perfeft  glory  of  (Thrift.  The  comparifon  holds  in 
the  glory  only,  and  muft  not  be  carried  into  that 
which  is  lefs  glorious.  It  muft  not  be  made  to 
run  on  every  foot. 

A  ftar  is  fai  lels  in  our  vifible  heavens  than  the 
fun  and  the  biightnels  of  the  morning  ftar  is  little 
if  compared  with  the  light  of  the  fun.  '  (Thrift,  the 
morning  ftar,  is  alfo  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs.  Mai 
iv.  2.  The  morning  ftar  /nines  with  a  borrowed 
light,  and  io  do  all  the  planets-,  they  do  but  re- 
fled  on  us  the  light  which  the  fun  calls  on  them : 
But  Chiift  the  light  of  heaven,  Haines  in  his  own 
light,  which  is  like  the  fun  inacceffible  and  full  of 
glory.  Angels  and  Saints  Ihine  in  his  light 

The  morning  ftar  with  us  is  only  the  forerunner 
of  a  greater  light  arifing  in  the  vifible  heavens  • 

1bu.t  ,uP?n  the  nflng  of  this  fuperior  light,  this 
brignt  ftar  vanifhes  out  of  our  fight  and  difappears. 
But  tai  be  it  from  us  to  call  our  Saviour  the  mor- 
rung  ftar  in  any  Inch  Senle  ;  as  if  there  were  any 
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greater  light  to  rife  after  him.  In  fuch  a  fenfe, 
John  the  Baptift  were  the  morning  ftar,  and  fore- 
runner  of  Jefus.  We.  look  for  no  light  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  glory  of  God ,  beyond  that  which  we  have 
in,  the  f  nee  of  Jefus  Chrift . 

Finally,  the  ftars  fhine  only  in  the  night,  but 
Chrift  is  the  light  which  makes  perfedi  day.  The 
glory  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  are  one.  Chrift 
is  no  fecondary  light  to  the  church,  here  or  here¬ 
after.  Revel .  xxi.  23.  And  I  faw  no  temple  therein , 
(L  e.  in  heaven)  no  mediate  accefs  to  God  in  ordi¬ 
nances,  as  we  worfhip  in  this  low  imperfedt  ftate  : 
For  the  Lo.rd  God  almighty  and  the  lamb  are  the  temple 
of  it:  The  immediate  vifion  and  prefence  of  Chrift 
is  there  enjoyed,  and  communications  from  him  in 
fome  ineffable  manner  ;  And  the  city  had  no  need 
cf  the  fun ,  neither  of  the  moon  to  fhine  in  it ;  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  doth  lighten  it ,  and  the  lamb  is 
the  light  thereof  So  that  altho’  our  infinitely  glo¬ 
rious  Saviour  has  condefcended  to  call  himfelf  the 
morning  ftar ,  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  us  and 
our  low  world  •,  yet  far  be  it  from  us  from  thence 
to  impute  to  him  any  defedk  ,or  inferiority  of  glo¬ 
ry,  light  or  influence;  becaufe  the  ftars  appear 
lefs  to  us  than  the  fun,  or  becaule  the  morning  ftar 
fihines  only  in  the  fun’s  light. 

I  come  now  to  fay  more  pofitively  and  affirma¬ 


tively. 

1.  Chrift  is  the  bright  morning  ftar  in  refpedt  of 
his  high  ftation,  and  fuper-eminent  dignity.  .  I  he 
ftars  are  high:  Job  xxii.  12.  Is  not  God  in  the 
height  of  heaven?  and  behold  the  ftars  how  high 
they  are.  So  is  Chrift,  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
in  the  higheft  heavens.  His  throne  is  above  the 
ftars  ;  far  above  the  thrones  and  dominions  above. 
In  his  nature  he  is  God  :  in  his  office,  the  one  me¬ 
diator  between  God  and  man  ;  head  over  all  things. 
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to  the  church .  Philip,  ii.  9.  God  hath  highly  exalt¬ 
ed  him ,  and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name  ;  that 
at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  Jhould  bow,  of  things 
in  heaven,  and  things  on  earth,  and  tidings  under  toe 
earth ;  and  that  every  tongue  jhould  confefs  that  Je¬ 
fus  Chrijl  is  Lord  to  the  glory  0 /  the  Father. 

2.  In  refpeCt  ol  his  perfonal  perfections  and  ex¬ 
cellencies.  In  him  dwelleth  the  fulnefs  of  the  God¬ 
head  bodily.  Coi.  ii.  9.  He  is  the  wifdom  of  God, 
the  power  of  God,  the  holinefs  of  God,  and  the 
goodnefs  of  God.  Every  divine  perfection  is  in¬ 
finitely,  eternally,  immutably,  incomprehenfibly 
in  Chrift.  M  that  the  Father  hath  is  his  •,  he  and 
the  Father  are  one . 

1.  The  holinefs  of  God  is  in  Chrift.  He  is 
the  holy  one  of  God.  Unclean  fpirits  could  no  more 
bear  his  fight  and  prefence,  than  the  light  of  hea¬ 
ven.  His  ftile  and  title  is.  He  that  is  holy .  Rev* 


iii.  7.  Who  can  this  be  but  God  only  ?  who  is 
lights  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all .  T  he  very 
ftars  are  not  pure  in  his  fight.  He  is  higher  than 
the  heavens  in  refpect  of  his  holinefs.  Iieh .  vii.  26. 
That  is  to  fay,  than  all  heavenly  fpirits:  Ifaiah  faw 
the  Seraphims  cover  their  faces  before  him,  and 
heard  them  cry,  Holy,  Holy ,  Holy,  to  him,  Tja . 
vi.  9.  John  xii.  41. 

2.  The  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  (his  glory 
wherein  he  paflfes  before  finful  men)  is  infinitely  in 
Chrift.  God  is  love ,  but  the  laft  difplay  of  the  di¬ 
vine  love  is  in  Chrift,  he  loved  us  and  left  his 
Father’s  Bofom  ;  loved  us  and  took  our  hurhble 
nature  *,  loved  ns  and  .fuffer’d  and  died  for  us  *,  lo¬ 
ved  us  and  yielded  to  be  made  fin  for  us  j  loved 
us  and  bore  his  Father’s  wrath  to  fave  us.  Who 
among  all  the  faints  ran  comprehend  what  is  the 
height  and  depth,  and  length  and  breadth  of  this 
love  of  Chrift?  Look  over  the  endlefs  charities  of 
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his  godlike  life  among  us,  and  look  into  the  eter¬ 
nal  mercies  of  a  future  life  ;  and  you  have  the  fhi- 

ning  face  of  jejus,  above  the  brightnefs  of  the 

morning  jtar. 

3  •  relpedl  01  his  blefied  benefits  and  influen¬ 
ces,  Chriffc  is  as  the  morning  flar.  The  ftars  are 
fuppoied  to  fired  down  their  benign  influences  on 
us,  but  they  are  fecret  and  invifible.  Their  light 
is  open  and  vifible,  their  operations  (what  ever 
they  are)  fecret  and  hidden.  God  fpeaks  of  thefe 
among  his  wonderful  and  unfearchable  works.  Job 
xxxv  iii.  31.  Canfl  thou  bind  the  fweet  influences  of 
the  Pleiades,  a  loofe  the  bands  of  Orion  ?  knowefl 
thou  the  ordinances  of  heaven  ?  canfl  thou  fet  the 
dominion  of  them  in  the  earth?  Truly  the  light  is 
fweet,  and  vaft  is  the  benefit  of  it  to  us;  a°plea- 
fant  thing  it  is  to  fee  it,  and  to  fee  by  it;  but  who 
can  tell  the  way  of  it,  where  it  dwells  and  how 
we  fee  by  it?  or  what  can  be  and  is  feen  there¬ 
by  ?  io  who  can  fpeak  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
Chrifl !  the  holinefs,  peace  and  bleflednefs  that 
comes  to  us  by  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl: !  Eye  has 
not  feen,  nor  ear  heard  thefe  things ;  neither  can 
they  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  of 
them.  Like  the  fun  he  warms,  quickens,  enlight¬ 
ens  and  enlivens  our  fouls  ;  is  both  light  and  life 
to  us ;  and  from  him  is  our  fruit  found.  1  Cor.  i.  30. 
Who  is  of  God  made  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fanttification  and  redemption.  2  Pet.  i.  2.  Grace  and 
peace  be  multiplied  thro ’  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
our  Lord. 

4.  The  morning  flar  brings  on  day.  So  did  the 
appearance  of  Chrifl  in  this  dark  benighted  world, 
fo  doth  his  lhining  into  dark  fouls ;  and  fo  will  his 
fecond  coming  be.  Wc  read  of  the  dayfpringfrom 
on  high  vifiting  us,  and  of  the  day-ftar  ariflng  in  our 
hearts.  The  one  fpeaks  of  ChriiTs  perfonal  ap¬ 
pearance 


and  morning  Star.  1 15 

pearaftce  on  earth,  and  of  the  gofpel  published  a- 
mong  men  •,  the  other  ipeaks  of  our  fpiritual  illu¬ 
mination  from  him  in  regeneration  and  fandifica- 
tion  ;  and  of  the  confummation  thereof  in  heaven, 
Luke  i.  77,  78.  To  give  knowledge  of  falvation  to 
his  people,  by  the  remiffion  of  their  fins ,  through  the 
tender  mercy  of  our  God ,  whereby  the  day  goring  fro?n 
'on  high  hath  vijited  us,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fit 
in  darknefs  and  in  the  Jhadow  of  death.  Again,  the 
apoftle  Peter ,  fpeaking  of  Ch'rift  and  his  gofpel,  bids 
us  to  take  heed  to  it  as  to  light  that  fioineth  in  a  dark 
'place,  till  the  day-dawn  and  the  day-far  arife  in  our 
hearts ,  2  Pet.  i.  19.  Here  a  date  of  grace  and 

illumination  under  the  gofpel  is  fuppofed,  which 
is  completed  in  the  vifion  of  (Thrift  in  glory.  The 
gofpel  is  that  light  which  fhineth  now  upon  a  dark 
world.  A  few  are  favingly  enlightened  by  it  and 
brought  to  take  heed  to  it  *,  to  walk  and  act  by 
the  light  that  fhines  about  them,  and  which  they 
take  into  them. 


Till  the  day  dawn ,  and  the  daw- far  arife .  Vv  hat 
day  is  it  that  is  here  fpoken  of?  The  gofpel  day , 
fay  fome,  which  fin  comparifon  of  the  old  teftament 
fhadows  which  then  palled  awayj  was  a  glorious 
morning  to  the  church.  Then  was  accomplish'd 
the  prophet’s  words,  arife,  Jhine,  for  thy  light  is  come, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee.  It  was, 
as  candle-light ,  by  which  the  old  teilament  church 
faw,  and  accordingly  the  lamps  in  the  temple  were 
a  ilanding  image  of  the  obfeure  light  of  that  did 
penfation.  But  others  by  the  day  dawning  and  the 
day-far  arifing  look  further,  even  to  the  great  and 
lad  day  to  the  godly?  which  when  it  once  begins 
will  never  have  a!n  end,  and  will  be  perfect  light. 
Our  gofpel  light  is  but  candle-light  in  companion 
of  the  light  of  life  in  heaven,  the  beatifical  vifion. 

-  Now 


N 


1  *  4  The  bright 

■ .  *ow  9^‘if 's  tke  day  far,  and  the  bright  morn - 
l>% J.r.  !n  alJ  Aefe  forementioned  refpects.  The 
dayfprtng  from  on  high  has  vifited  us  in  his  com¬ 
ing  in  tne  de(h,  and  finiihing  the  revelations  of  God 
to  men.  The  day-far  arifes  in  our  fouls,  when  he 
Javmglyvifits  them  with  his  lightandgrace  and  peace. 

An,d  lf  we  look  on  lnto  the  perfect  day,  the  heavenly 
ant  eternal  light  above,  Chrifi  is  the  fountain  and 
author  of  all  that  unto  us. 

5.  Chnft  is  the  bright  morn ing-ftar  in  comparifon 
ot  thole  whom  it  has  pleafed  the  Holy  Ghofi,  to  call 
fan  in  Icnpture.  Angels  and  men  are  liars  in  an 
imenor  fenie  ;  the  angels  are  called  morning-liars 
and  Jons  of  God ,  Job.  xxxviii.  7.  The  angels  of 
tne  chui idles  are  alfo  called  jiars,  lights  and  lumi¬ 
naries  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  Rev.  i.  20.  But 
the  bright  morning-far  is  the  Lord  of  thefe  ar.o-ds, 
the  head  and  Saviour  of  the  church.  He  holds  the 
Je-ven  flats  in  his  right-hand ,  v.  1 6.  Thefe  feven 
therefore,  how  heavenly  and  angelic  foever  they 
bi. ,  aie  but  very  Imall  and  little  belore  him,  and 
iu  companion  of  him  :  He  takes  yours  all  up  to- 

g«.tiici  in  ins  hand,  and  holds  them  always  in 
it.  '  * 


1  he  bright  liar.  One  liar  differs  from  another 
liar  in  magnitude  and  glory.  Some  are  greater 
and  brighter  than  others.  The  text  lpeaks  of  one 
(a)  tranfcendently  bright.  And  fuch  is  Chrifl  ■, 
Janet  titan  the  children  of  men,  brighter  than  angels: 
the  far  in  the  firmament  of  glory  ;  as  if  he  only 
inonc  there  ;  anti  becaufe  in  comparifon  with  him 
his  iaints  fhine  not  at  all. 

I  he  mo  nn  ng- W-.xr  is  the  bright  eft  in  the  firmament-, 
And  when  it  riles  after  a  dark  night,  how  doth  it 
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fparkle  and  glitter  ?  We  call  it  our  almanacks,  the 
bright  and  ihining  planet-,  becaufe  of  its  luftre 
the  brutifh  fenfual  world  nam’d  ir  of  old,  the  go  d- 
defs  of  beauty.  But  chriftians  when  they  behold  it 
are  by  my  text  led  to  think  of  their  Saviour,  who 
is  the  light  of  heaven.  I  am  the  bright  and  morning 
J'tar.  Worfhip  him  all  the  Gods  !  And  thou  Luci¬ 
fer,  once  ion  of  the  morning,  cover  thy  felt  with 
darknefs  before  him  !  While  all  the  angels  of  heaven 
w  or  ftp  him. 

There  are  ftars  in  the  church  below  of  ChrijVs 
creating  and  placing  here  and  there,  both  minifters 
and  faints,  fhining  chriftians-,  and  in  the  refitrrehiion 
they  will  make  a  radiant  conftellation  about  the 
throne  of  Chrift.  Daniel  xn.  3.  And  they  that  be 
wife  J hall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs  as  the  ftars ;  for 
ever  and  ever.  But  compare  the  molt  radiant  faint , 
in  the  whole  circle  on  feripture  record,  with  the 
holy  Jefis,  and  it  is  with  him  as  it  was  with  Daniel 
under  the  vifions  of  the  Son  of  man  -,  his  comelinejs 
turns  into  corruption.  —  What  is  the  fhining  face 
of  Mofes  to  that  of  Chrift’s  in  the  holy  mount! 
this  man  hath  more  glory  than  Mofes  !  O  the  poverty 
and  obfeurity  of  the  gifts,  graces  and  ufefulntfs  of 
all  prophets  and  apoftles  who  have  molt  ill  one  in 
the  church  and  l'erv’d  it,  when  we  compare  their 
life  to  that  of  Chrilt !  As  the  ftars  vanifh  before 
the  fun,  fo  do  thele  before  him.  He  looketh  to 
thefe  ftars  and  they  fhine  not.  All  their  light  is 
derived  from  him.  They  rife  and  jet,  but  he  is  the 
faithful  zvitnefs  in  heaven,  the  fun  in  the  center  of 
all  the  circles  we  move  in,  the  fame  y eft er day ,  to  day 
and  for  ever ,  the  fountain  of  light  and  heat  to  all 
faints  in  all  ages. 

He  makes  the  ftars  below  and  fets  them  where 
they  are,  appoints  them  their  fphere  and  influence. 

•  '  Q*  ^ 
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lVt  1 1 \  home  apojlles,  fome  prophets,  forne  evan¬ 
gelist  s,  and  fame  paftors  and  teachers.  He  fets  them 
to  give  light  upon  the  earth,  and  calls  them  the 
light  of  the  world :  He  calk th  them  all  by  their  names, 
a/id  they  ai  e  all  his  fervants .  Yet  are  they  but  as 
tne  glow-wor  m  and  fire-fly  of  the  evening,  in  com¬ 
panion  with  him  the  light  of  the  morning. 

^ .  J uid  Jaftly,  i  will  add  but  this  one  word  more, 
fiom  the  eloquent  and  lofty  Dr.  South:  (Thrift  was 
but  as  a  ftar  in  the  manner  of  his  appearance  here 
on  earth,  for  a  ftar  appears  but  fmall  and  pf  a 
lime  compafs,  and  yet  is  really  great  and  vaft  :  So 
that  altho*  our  reafon  may  aflure  us  that  it  is  bio** 
get  than  oui  earth,  yet  our  fight  would  feem  to 
peiiwaoe  us  that  it  is  not  much  bigger  than  a  dia¬ 
mond  iparliiing  on  a  little  ring.  Such  has  been 
die  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  in  his  ri¬ 
ling  and  fhining  upon  our  world,  ieemed  in  the 
eyes  or  men  but  a  ima.il  and  little  thing.  They  little 
dream’d  of  a  Deity ,  fomething  greater  than  a  world, 
lodged  m  that  tabernacle  of  flefli.  He  is  the  great 
and  almighty  God,  the  Lord  of  all  hofts  ;  yet  the 
generality  of  men  took  him  lor  a  mean  perfon, 
and  fuch  another  piece  of  clay  as  themfelves.  And 
what  could  be  the  caufe  of  his  being  thought  fo  ? 
but  die  fame  that  makes  the  ftars  appear  as  little 
things  to  us  ;  even  their  height  and  vaft  diftance 
from  poor  earthly  fpeftators.  The  glories  of  his 
perfon  tranfeend  the  reach  and  ken  of  a  mortal 
apprehenfion.  And  God  muft  elevate  our  reafon 
b)  his  revelations  to  us,  and  that  a  fpiritual  and  in¬ 
ward  one,  or  the  Son  oi  God  will  frill  feem  but  a 
imall  thing  to  our  eyes.  For  carnal  reafon  mea¬ 
sures  the  greateft  things  by  all  the  disadvantages  of 
their  outward  appearance  *,  juft  as  children  judge 
of  the  proportion  of  the  fun  and  moon,  and  ftars;  ac¬ 
counting  that  to  be  from  die  fmallnefs  of  the  ob*> 
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je3,  which  is  only  from  the  diftance  of  the  be¬ 
holder,  or  the  weaknefs  of  the  organ  of  fight. 

life.  I  come  now  to  a  clofe,  in  a  word  or  two 
of  practical  reflection  or  inference. 

1.  Nothing  in  nature  can  fully  reprefent  to  us 
the  glory  of  God,  or  the  excellency  and  perfection 
of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  not  the  fun  in  the  heavens,  for  it 
has  its  dark  fpots,  its  fetting  and  an  end.  And 
much  lefs  can  the  ftars ,  which  to  us  fhine  not  e- 
qual  to  the  fun,  whatever  the  fixt  ftars  may  really 
fie.  Wherefore,  the  fun  and  ftars  are  under  the 
feet  of  Chrift  *,  we  worfhip  not  thefe  hofts,  but 
call  upon  them  to  worfhip  him  :  Pfal.  cxlviii.  3. 
Praife  him  fun  and  moon ,  praife  him  all  the  ftars  of 
light .  And  thou  the  brighteft  in  our  vifible  hea¬ 
vens,  our  evening  and  morning  ftar,  praife  day  by 
day. 

2.  See  the  condefcenfion  of  the  Lord  of  glory, 
that  he  will  pleafe  to  fpeak  to  us  of  himfelf  by  an 
allulion  or  companion  taken  from  the  fun  and 
ftars.  He  humbles  himfelf  to  behold  orbs  of 
light,  he  looks  to  them  and  they  fhine  not  ;  and 
yet  tor  our  fakes  he  fpeaks,  as  if  he  were  great  in 
thele  low  ftiadows  of  his  glory.  Let  us  look  up 
and  worfhip  in  the  PfalmijVs  words,  Pfal.  viii.  Init. 
O  Lora  our  Lord ,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all 
the  earth?  who  had  Jet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens: 
Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  fuck  lings  thou  haft 
ordained  ftrengtio.  lichen  I  conjidcr  the  heavens , 
the  work  of  thy  fingers ,  the  moon  and  ftars  which 
thou  haft  ordained ;  Lord  what  is  man ,  that  thou 

aH  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  fon  of  man ,  that  thou 
vifiteft  him? 

3.  Let  11s  blefs  God  for  the  Gofpel,  the  day- 
fprmg  from  on  high  which  hath  vifited  us  ;  and 
feex  earneftlyto  God  for  having  illumination  from 
it.  We  have  more  reafon  to  bids  God  for  the 

Gofpel 
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Go fpel  of  Chrift:,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  way 
of  falvation  thereby,  than  for  the  fun  and  ftars  of 
heaven,  if  thefe  were  this  hour  put  out,  and  the 
heavens  palled  away  as  a  fcrowl,  it  would  not  be 
an  equal  lofs  to  any  child  of  God,  as  for  him  to 
have  mifs’d  of  the  difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel  ; 
that  were  only  prefent  death  to  the  body,  this 
were  eternal  death  to  the  precious  foul.  God’s  co¬ 
venant  with  believers  is  more  to  them,  yea,  is  more 
in  God’s  account,  than  all  the  ordinances  of  hea¬ 
ven.  Thefe  are  but  the  fhadow  and  {lability  of 
that,  Jerem.  xxxi.  35,  36,  For  thus  faith  the  Lordy 
which  giveth  the  fun  for  a  light  hy  day ,  and  the  ftars 
for  a  light  by  nighty  —  if  thefe  ordinances  depart  from 
before  me ,  or  if  thefe  heavens  can  be  meafuFd ,  then 
—  /  may  cafl  off  the  feed  of  Ifrael.  But  to  have  done  : 

4.  Is  Chrift  the  bright  morning  ftar?  O  let  us 
fee  and  love  and  admire  and  praife  his  beauty  and 
his  brightnefs.  Let  us  look  up,  and  fall  down 
and  worfhip.  Let  us  feek  light,  truth  and  grace 
from  him  ;  who  has  laid  —  I  will  give  him  the  mor- 
ning-ftar  (i.  e.  my  felf.J  Let  us  follow  Chrift, 
learn  of  and  imitate  him ;  as  the  children  of  the  day 
and  oj  the  light.  I  put  this  clufler  of  fhining  du¬ 
ties  together,  as  a  bright  conftellation,  meet  for 
the  clofe  of  fuch  a  diicourfe. 

Let  Chrifl  be  the  light  of  our  eyes ;  let  us  love 
the  light :  let  us  wake  early  to  fee  and  adore  him. 
When  we  lee  the  Jlar ,  let  us  with  the  wife  men  re¬ 
joice  with  exceeding  great  joy. 

The  heathens  carried  about  the  far  of  their  God  : 
Amos  v.  2  64  Probably  the  image  of  the  fun  and 
ftar  they  worfhip’d.  Let  us  bear  about  with  us,  in 
a  devout  mind,  this  idea  of  the  glory  of  Chrift, 
the  bright  and  morning  ftar. 

Let  us  take  in  his  light,  rejoice  in  his  light,  and 
walk  by  it.  Let  us  defire  to  be  as  lights  in  the 

world* 
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world,  in  profeflion  and  in  practice,  in  faith  and 
purity,  in  worfhip  and  converfation.  Let  the 
church  be  indeed  as  a  woman  clothed  with  the  fun , 
and  crowned  with  ftars :  Revel,  xii.  i.  It  is  both 
in  the  holinefs  of  its  members. 

Let  us  run  and  finifti  (thro5  grace)  our  courfe 
calmly,  conftantly,  cheerfully,  lwiftly,  and  with 
concord,  like  the  motion  of  the  ftars,  holding  forth 
in  our  lives  the  heavenly  light  and  way.  Let  us 
look  unto  Jefus  as  the  way ,  the  truth  and  life ,  and 
follow  him.  There  have  been  falfe  Chrifls ,  and 
there  are  falfe  lights  j  but  we  are  in  him  that  is 
true ,  the  bright  and  morning  ftar. 

One  of  the  falle  Mefftahs  call’d  himfelf  Barcho- 
cah  (#),  the  fon  of  a  ftar  ;  but  he  was  a  wandring 
falling  one.  Cbrift  our  ftar  is  fixed  in  heaven,  his 
light  (his  law  and  life)  we  have  in  his  word,  which 
endures  and  fhines  for  ever  *,  unto  which  we  mult 
take  heed ,  as  to  a  light  that  fhineth  in  a  dark  place 
This  influence  let  prefent  meditation  have  on  our 
hearts  and  lives.  Let  us  all  with  open  face  be¬ 
holding  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be 
changed  into  bis  image ,  and  from  glory  to  glory ,  }>■: 
the  fpirit  of  the  Lord. 

‘  The  light  fhines  in  our  faces  (fays  tire  great 
‘  mafter  of  words  before  cited,)  fhall  it  pierce  into 
‘  our  minds?  fhall  the  influence  of  this  flar  govern 
‘us,  and  draw  us  after  it?  fhall  the  light  of  it  make 
‘  us  wife  to  falvation?  for  light  is  operative  as  well 
‘  as  beautiful  it  chears  the  heart,  by  working  on 
‘  the  fpirits,  as  well  as  pleales  the  eye.  This'w.w- 
mng  ftar  lias  not  its  full  efficacy  upon  us,  unleis  we 
‘  are  led  and  live  by  him.  This  fhall  prove  that 
‘  the  day-ftar  is  rifen  in  us,  and  that  as  Thrift  is 
fuch  in  himfelf  fo  that  he  is  fuch  to  us.  Amen 

(a)  Dr.  5outh.  Vo!.  3.  p. 
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T hefe  things  faith  He  that  is  holy 

he  that  is  true. 


?®!§p^E  of  whom  this  lofty  and  glorious  charac- 

h  111  ter  *s  ^ere  given>  no  other  than  the 
Holy  Jejus ,  our  afcended  Saviour.  He 


fpeaks  here  from  heaven,  he  fpeaks  of 
Himfelf,  he  fpeaks  and  writes  unto  his  church  on 
earth  by  his  fervant  John. 

The  epiftle  before  us  is  that  to  the  church  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  j  and  it  is  a  moll  remarkable  thing  in  it, 
and  very  pleafanbto  obferve,  T  hat  this  holy  church 
is  not  blam’d  nor  threaten’d  by  the  IIo:  y  One  for  any 

th’ng 
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thing  amifs  in  her.  He  that  is  holy ,  He  that  is  true , 
proclaims  her  virtues  and  her  good  works.  O  hap¬ 
py  church ,  and  the  ante!  of  it !  Not  that  they 


py  cvurco,  ana  me  angth  ui  n  :  mat  im.y  were 

without  any  fault,  but  they  are  not  faulted.  The 
Holy  One  overlook’d  their  failings,  ior  he  faw  the 
fmcerity  of  their  love,  and  they  were  unblameable 
before  him  therein. 

I  intend  only  a  humble  contemplation  of  the 
two  glories  here  afcribed  to  Chrift ;  He  that  is  holy „ 
He  that  is  true ,  in  thefe  two  plain  oblervations* 

1.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  He  that  is  hok, 

2.  That  He  is  he  that  is  true. 

I.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  He  that  is  holy  A 
more  divine  glory  cannot  be  attributed  to  him  ; 
neither  could  this  in  a  manner  more  divine  than  it 
here  is.  The  iiluftration  and  confirmation  of  the 
thing  may  be  given  under  thefe  three  heads,  i  (  unfit 
in  his  divine  nature  is  infinitely  holy.  2.  As  man  he 
is  perfectly  holy.  3.  In  his  mediatorial  work  and 
office  he  is  glorious  in  holinefs. 


1.  Our  Lord  Jefus  in  his  divine  nature  is  infi¬ 
nitely  holy.  He  that  is  holy  is  a  phrafe  that  1  peaks 
abfolute,  tranfeendent  perfect  holinefs  ;  yea  eter^ 
nal,  immutable  and  infinite  holinefs-,  what  is  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  one  rnoft  holy  being. 

1.  It  is  the  ftyle  of  the  one  infinite,  eternal  Je¬ 
hovah.  Lie  fpcaks  of  himfelf  in  his  word  after  this 
manner.  It  aferibes  holinefs  to  God  in  a  tranfeen¬ 
dent  manner  and  meafure,  and  as  the  molt  eminent, 
attribute  and  glory  of  the  divine  nature.  And  when 
the  feripture  abfolutely,  fingly,  unlimitedly,  tran- 
fcendentally,  of  the  ?nojl  holy,  the  holy  one,  the  alone 
holy ,  Him  that  is  holy,  it  is  always  to  be  underftood 
of  God.  Not  but  that  angels  are  called  holy  ones , 
and  a  fingle  angel  a  holy  one ,  and  prophets  and  faints 
are  God’s  holy  ones  on  earth  but  He  that  is  holy , 
Ipoken  abfolutely,  is  the  mo  ft  high  God  and  no  other. 

R  '  Take 
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He  that  is  holy. 

Tnke  a  few  inftances  :  i  Sam.  ii.  2.  There  is  none 
Ijoiy  as  the  Lord ,  for  there  is  none  befide  him.  2  Kings 
xix.  22.  The  holy  one  of  Ifrael.  Ifa.  xl.  25.  To  whom 
will  ye  liken  me  ?  faith  the  holy  One.  xliii.  15.  I  am 
tee  Lord  your  holy  One ,  the  Creator  of  Ifrael ,  your 
nrng.  I  lab.  i.  12.  Art  thou  not  from  everlafling,  O 
.Lord  my  God ,  my  holy  One  ?  Say  now,  who  but 
the  fupreme  God  is  He  that  is  holy  ?  As  our  Sa¬ 
viour  in  a  like  cale  faid,  there  is  none  good  fave 
one,  that  is  God.  So  there  is  none  befide  God  to 
be  called  holy,  in  this  abfolute  manner.  God  is 
holy  in  an  eminent,  fingle  and  incomparable  man¬ 
ner,  above  what  angels  and  the  heavens  are.  He 
is  fmgly  fo  in  heaven  :  And  when  we  read  of  him 
th  at  is  holy,  fine  a  dye  hi  tone,  without  any  wod  of 
reftridhon  or  limitation  added  to  it,  what  fhould 
hinder  the  utmoft  fenie  and  meaning  of  it  ?  He 
tnat  is  eternally,  immutably,  fingly,  infinitely,  in- 
com prehen fibly  holy  :  The  moji  holy,  the  only 
holy  •,  the  holy ,  holy ,  holy  Lord  God  of  Hofts,  Ifa. 
iii.  6. 

2.  This  appropriate  ftyle  of  the  only  true  God 
being  here  given  to  Chrijl  our  Saviour,  we  cannot 
but  infer  hence  his  eternal  Godhead,  and  divine  na¬ 
ture  •,  and  that  it  is  on  the  account  hereof  he  is 
here  ftyled,  He  that  is  holy. 

The  name  and  nature  of  God  is  in  our  Lord  Je- 
fus.  He  is  the  begotten  of  the  Father,  the  Son  of 
the  blefied  ;  and  asfuchhe  is,  He  that  is  holy.  He 
is  eflentially  holy,  eternally  holy,  immutably  holy, 
incomprehenfibly  holy,  as  the  Father  is  ;  whofe 
expreis  image  he  is,  and  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory. 
Accordingly  we  find  the  angels  of  God  worfhiping 
the  Son,  under  the  name  of  the  thrice  holy  One , 
with  the  molt  profound  reverence  that  fuch  high 
and  holy  fpirits  are  capable  of :  Ifa.  vi.  3.  And  one 
ferafbim  cried  to  another ,  and  faid ,  holy,  holy,  boh; 

is 
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is  the  Lord  of  hods ,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glo¬ 
ry.  Who  Should  this  glorious  perfon  be,  whofe. 
maiefty  was  thus  represented  and  adored,  but  the 
Supreme  God  ?  Yet  if  we  look  into  the  Goipel 
of  John ,  we  find  it  was  the  glory  and  adoration 
of  the  Son^  the  fecorid  perfon  in  the  eteinal  Go 
head,  who  afterward  took  our  nature  of  the  holy 
Virgin ,  and  was  called  Jefus  *,  Him  and  his  glory  it 
was  that  Ifaiah  had  the  vifion  of  :  John  xii.  41* 
Lhofe  things  faid  Ifaiah  when  he  faw  his  glory  am 
fpake  of  him.  Ifaiah  faw  the .  glory  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifraef  whofe  name  is  the  Lord  of  Hods , 
before  whom  Hand  the  feraphims  worfhipping  and 
covering  their  faces,  crying,  holy9  holy ,  holy  !  I- 
faiab  faw  the  glory  which  Chrijl  had  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther  before  the  world  began.  . 

I  Shall  not  add,  how  trembling  devils  were  forc’d 
to  confefs,  and  after  their  manner  adore  our  Lord 
Jefus  as  the  holy  One  of  God.  Nor  that  1  here  ob- 
ferve,  how  the  worfhiping  Pfahnift  calls  him  God's 
holy  One  *,  nor  yet  how  the  Prophet  Daniel  ftyles 
him  the  ?noftHoly  ;  becaufe  I  think  all  thefe  places 
may  be  underflood  of  Chrift  in  his  office  of  Aie- 
diator . 

2.  Our  Lord  J  efus  in  his  human  nature  is  per¬ 
fectly  holy.  The  man  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  moft  ho¬ 
ly  creature.  He  is  holier  than  Adam  was  in  his 
integrity,  holier  than  Angels  now  are  in  heaven, 
Adam  was  holy,  but  the  ferpent  eafily  beguiled 
him  into  fin  •,  but  Jefus  was  fo  holy  that  all  the  art 
and  power  of  hell  could  not  move  him  to  fin.  In 
this  fenfe  he  is  made  better  than  angels,  being  ho¬ 
lier  than  they  :  For  we  mud  needs  fuppofe,  that 
if  God  pleafe  to  affume  the  nature  either  of  angels 
or  men,  the  utmoft  holinefs  of  any  created  nature 
mu  ft  be  prefuppofed  in,  and  be  a  preparation  lor 
fueh  an  affumption  into  a  perfonal  union  with  the 
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civ  me  nature.  For  would  the  mo  ft  holy  affume  that 
which  ^  among  create;  beings  is  not  made  moft  ho- 
y  ■  ihcivioic  .1  conclude,  that  tho5  the  human 
nature  be  in  itfelf  inferior  to  the  nature  of  an¬ 
gels  ;  and  aitno  the  holinefs  of  Adam  in  his  inno- 
cen^  -as  lower  than  tne  holinefs  of  angels  is  in 
hew;  u  ;  yet,  t  e  it  pi  cd  the  Son  of  God 

to  prepare  himfelf  a  body,  and  be  manifefted  in  the 
fidli,  he  prepar’d  it  for  himfelf  fo  holy  as  a  crea¬ 
ted  nature  could  be  prepar’d,  and  above  the  ho- 
hnefs  of  any  creature  in  heaven  itfelf.  Such  a 
temple  of  the  Deity  was  the  human  nature  of  Chrift. 

.And  fo  m  this  fenfe  luce  wife  lie  was.  He  that  is 
holy . 

And  this  agrees  well  with  what  we  read,  of  his 
being  conceived  by  the  holy  Ghofi ,  and  by  the  power 
of  the  mgueji,  io  as  that  the  holy  thing  to  be  born 
ihould  be  called  the  Son  of  God,  Lukei.  35.  A 
tnmg  io  holy  as  to  be  meet  for  that  name  and  ho¬ 
nour,  beyond  what  any  cieat lire  ever  was  or  can 
be.  i  he  divine  Spirit  then  produced  One  fo  holy, 
bach  a  fingularly  holy  thing  as  never  was  before  ; 
tor  tiie  Son  of  God  of  the  I  ligheit  to  take  into  u- 
mon  with  himfelf.  vvhich  of  the  angels  is  holy 
enough  for  this  ?  of  which  of  them  can  it  be  faid, 
that  they  are  any  tiling  fo  holy?  Iris  a  little 
thug  to  fay,  that  Chrift  was  not  conceived  and 
born  in  fin  as  we  are  \  it  muft  be  faid  further, 

■  hat  the  holy  thing  then  formed  by  the  power  of 
the  I  ligheit,  was  the  belief  creature  that  ever  was 
produced  ;  juch  as  fhould  be  called  the  mojl  Hoi 
and  God’s  holy  One ,  by  way  of  eminence. 

Mind  therefore  how  the  apojile  explains  what  the 
/  dalnujl  fpake  of  God's  holy  One :  The  Pfalmijl  fays, 
ffty  jbjh  tint  reft  in  hope,  Thou  wilt  not  fuffer  thy 
holy  One  to  fee  corruption  :  The  apoftle  Peter  gives 
xht  genuine  interpretation,  A  As  ii.  31,  Tha  t  David 
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fnake  of  the  refurreftion  o!  Chrift ,  how  that  his 
flefh  fhouid  not  fee  corruption.  I  he  Lord  Jefus 
therefore  in  his  flejh,  in  his  humane  nature,  is  God’s 

holy  one .  #  -r  a  i 

And  fuch  was  the  holinefs  which  he  manirelted 

in  his  flefh,  in  his  life ,  which  was  perfectly  holy  ; 
fo  that  he  was  declared  to  be  the  Sen  of  God  by  the 
fpirit  of  holinefs ,  Rom.  i.  4.  He  was  holy  in  all 
his  words ,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.  He  ipake  as 
never  man  fpake,  and  did  as  never  man  did.  This 
bore  him  witnefs,  that  he  was  the  holy  one.  He 
was  anointed  above  his  fellows ,  he  received  not  Use 
fpirit  by  me  afire ,  John  iii.  34*  He  did  no  fin ,  he 
fulfilled  all  right eou fiefs.  ^  He  was  more  remote 
from  fin  and  tinners  than  the  very  angels,  whom 
the  holy  one  charges  with  foolifhnefs.  1  he  very 
heavens  are  not  clean  in  God’s  fight,  but  how  ho¬ 
ly  is  Chrift  in  his  eyes.  The  Holy  Ghoft  fays  that 
he  is  fo  feparate  from  finners  as  to  be  made  higoer 
than  the  heavens ,  Heb.  vii.  26.  That  is  to  lay, 
that  the  holinefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  when  he  was 
here  on  earth,  was  not  only  more  than  the  holinefs 
of  faints  here,  but  alfo  than  that  of  angels  in 
heaven. 

But  this  leads  into  the  confideration  of  the  holi¬ 
nefs  of  Chrift  in  mediatorial  Offices. 

3.  Chrift  as  God-man ,  Mediator ,  is  glorious  in 
holinefs.  His  holinefs  is  illuftrious  in  the  difeharge 
tf  the  work  and  offices  of  a  Redeemer.  So  he  was 
"the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  And  as  a  late  author  has 
obferved,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhouid  not  un- 
dsrftand  that  phrafe  in  the  Old  Teft  ament ,  very  of¬ 
ten  at  leaft,  as  peculiarly  meant  of  the  Mejftah  *, 
the  king  and  head  of  the  church,  and  Lord  of 
the  world  from  the  day  of  mans  fall ;  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  kingdom  both  of  providence  and 
grace  being  from  thence  put  into  his  hand.  Sec 
W  Ifa'u 
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Ifcii.  xliii.  y  .  f  am  the  Lord  thy  God ,  the  holy  One 
cj  Ifrael  thy  Saviour,  xlix.  7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord 
the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael,  and  his  holy  One. 

Of  whom  doth  the  Prophet  fpeak  but  of  the 
h/iejfiah  ?  Ifai.  xlv.  21.  A  juft  God  and  a  Saviour 
there  is  none  befides  me  look  unto  me  and  be  ye  fa - 
v  d  a  I  the  ends  oj  the  earth  .*  to  me  every  knee  (hall 
bow,  and  furely  Jhall  every  one  fay  in  the  Lord  Je¬ 
hovah  1  have  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  But  moft 
P‘am  aie  the  words  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  who 
f peaks  of  the  anointing  the  mojl  bob:,  Dan.  ix.  24. 
immediately  explaining  himfelf  to  fpeak  of  Meffi- 
a-j  ihe  Prince  in  his  office-work,  frit  firing  tranf- 
g’-efiicn,  making  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  bring¬ 
ing  in  an  ever!afting  righteoufnefs.  l  ie  that  doth 
this,  fays  Daniel,  is  the  moft  Holy  and  the  Anointed, 
the  Meffiahr 

There  is  one  God,  and  he  is  moft  holy-,  and  his 
holinefs  muft  be  honoured  and  fatisfied  in  the  fal- 
vation  of  finners.  And  there  is  one  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man,  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  who  fa- 
tisfies  the  juflice  of  God  for  man’s  fin,  and  makes 
eftedlual  interceffion  for  the  tranfgreflfors,  favincr 
them  from  fin  and  wrath,  and  bringing  them  to 
holinefs  and  bleffednefs  in  the  higheft  heavens ; 
and  muft  not  he  be  moft  holy  that  doth  this? 

C'hrifl  is  a  holy  prophet  •,  he  teaches  the  way  of 
God  in  truth  ;  his  dodtrine  is  according  to  Godli- 
nefs  ;  his  works  were  ail  holy,  both  his  miracles 
and  charities  ;  many  a  good  one  did  he,  as  be¬ 
came  the  holy  One. 

1  te  is  the  holy  high-prieft  of  our  profeffion.  We 

have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  jefus  Chrift  the 
righteous  :  Such  an  high-prieft  become  us ;  holy,  harm- 
lefts,  undefilcd,  who  needed  not  at  all  to  offer  for 
himfelf,  nor  often  for  us.  He  muft  be  very  holy, 
whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through 
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faith  in  his  blood ,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  in  the  re- 
mijjion  of  fin  ;  that  he  might  be  juft ,  and  the  jufti- 
fier  of  him  which  believe th  in  Jefus,  Rom.  iii.  25,  26. 
He  mud  needs  be  holy,  who  is  of  God  made  to  us 
righteoufnefs  and  fandtif  cation, 

Chrift  is  a  holy  king  ;  God’s  king  upon  his  holy 
hill :  a  fcepter  of  righteoufnefs  is  the  fcepter  of  his 
kingdom  *,  he  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  hateth  iniquity , 
therefore  his  God  hath  anointed  him.  "The  prince  of 
life ,  the  holy  One ,  and  the  juft  is  his  name ,  Acts  iii. 
14,  15.  Heb.  i.  8,  9. 

His  laws  declare  him  to  be  mod  holy  •,  they  re¬ 
quire  holinefs  to  the  utmoft  degree,  and  in  the  high- 
eft  manner.  His promifes  are  all  moft  holy,  made 
only  to  the  holy,  to  purify  fouls,  to  advance  holi¬ 
nefs  ;  and  they  propofe  to  us  a  holy  heaven. 
When  he  fpeaks,  it  is  in  holinefs  ;  and  when  he 
fwears,  it  is  by  his  holinefs.  His  threatnings  are  e- 
qually  holy  as  his  promifes,  exprefling  an  infinite 
abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  fin. 

In  one  word,  Chrift  is  the  fountain  and  author 
of  all  the  holinefs  that  is  in  his  eledt  and  called 
people.  Of  his  fulnefs  they  all  have  received ,  and 
grace  for  grace  ;  and  it  is  an  abundance  of  grace , 
and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs ,  which  they  receive 
by  him. 

And  he  is  the  rewarder  of  holinefs  in  the  day  of 
judgment  *,  the  reward  is  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs , 
which  the  righteous  Judge  will  give  in  that  day . 

Chrift  is  the  righteous  judge,  and  he  will  crown 
the  righteous. 

To  make  fome  ufeful  refledtions  upon,  and  infe¬ 
rences  from  what  has  been  faid  ; 

1.  Is  our  Lord  Jehus  He  that  is  hoh  ?  Here  is  a 
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plain  reafon  of  the  holy  Father's  infinite  delight  and 
complacency  in  him.  From  the  days  of  eternity, 
God  that  is  holy  beheld  his  own  infinite  holinefs  in 

his 
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his  only-begotten,  and  he  was  always  his  delight, 
Prov.  viii.  30.  And  when  he  brought  him  into  the 
world,  he  laid,  'This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
civi  ivcll  pie  a  fed*  Ife  fancftified  and  lent  him  into 
the  world;  and  was  fanftified  in  him. 

2.  How  qualified  is  Chrift  to  be  our  Saviour  ? 
Who  but  He  that  is  holy  fhould,  or  could  lave  us 
from  our  fins  ?  Who  but  He  Ihould  be  to  us  the 
pattern  and  exemplar  of  holinefs  ?  Who  but  He 
fhould  teach  us  the  perfect  way  of  holinefs,  and 
enjoin  it  on  us  ?  Who  but  this  holy  One  fhould 
govern  and  judge  the  world  ?  And  who  but  He 
could  be  the  author,  fountain,  giver  of  holinefs 
to  us  ?  Such  a  holy  Saviour  became  the  needs 
of  finful  man  }  fuch  only  could  the  horn  of  our 
falvation  be. 

3.  How  glorious  is  Chrift  in  himfelf,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  angels  and  faints  ?  They  admire  and  a- 
dore  as  the  church  of  old,  Exod.  xv.  1 1 .  JVho  is 
like  unto  thee ,  glorious  in  holinefs  ?  Chrift  fits  in  my 
tent  on  the  throne  of  his  holinefs ,  and  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  his  holinefs  and  glory  are  one  and  the  fame. 
The  more  we  fee  the  excellency  of  holinefs,  the 
more  glorious  Chrift  will  be  in  our  eyes.  Rev.  iv. 
8.  And  the  four  beads  were  full  of  eyes  within ,  and 
they  reft  not  day  and  night ,  faying ,  Holy,  holy,  holy 
Lord  God  Almighty,  xv.  4.  Who  Jloall  not  fear  thee, 
O  Lord ,  and  glorify  thy  name  }  for  thou  only  art 
holy. 

4.  How  noble ,  happy,  and  glorious  are  holy 
perfons  ?  They  are  like  to  God ,  like  to  his  Son , 
in  the  fpirit  of  holinefs.  They  are  made  moft 
pure  and  bleffed  for  ever  :  God  has  let  them  apart 
for  himfelf,  and  will  take  them  unto  himfelf  for 
ever  :  They  may  be  among  the  poor,  the  low  and 
ddbis’d  in  this  world,  but  they  will  be  high  and 
honourable,  and  glorious  in  tire  day  of  judgment. 

He 
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He  that  is  hoi y  is  the  Judge  of  the  world,  let  the 
faints  be  joyful  in  glory. 

5.  Where  then  fhall  the  finners  and  unholy  ap¬ 
pear  ?  Wo  to  the  impenitent  and  the  ungodly, 
if  rhe  Saviour  be  holy.  ‘They  fhall  not  ft  and  in  the 
judgment.  Sinners  will  fuffer  Chrift  to  fave  them 
from  their  fins,  and  his  holinefs  fuffers  him  not  to 
fave  them  in  ’em.  The  fight  of  Chrift  will  be  ter¬ 
rible  to  tinners,  when  he  comes  to  be  admired  in 
his  faints.  A  holy  Saviour  muft  be  revealed  in 

’flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance.  This  was  the  firft 
prophecy  of  the  judgment  to  come,  Behold  the  Lord 
cometh  with  ten  thoufand  cf  his  faints,  to  execute  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  wicked .  The  fearful  holinefs  of  Chrift, 
fhews,  that  finners  are  very  foolijh  in  looking  for 
companion  from  the  blefted  Jefus. 

6.  See  the  duty  we  owe  to  Chrift.  His  holinefs 
binds  us  to  love  him  :  for  what  is  more  amiable  ? 
the  lovelinefs,  and  beauty,  and  glory  of  God  :  It 
is  what  God  loves,  and  what  we  muft  love  him  for. 
He  fays  to  his  church,  which  he  has  walked  and 
cleanfed,  Thou  art  all  fair ,  my  love ,  there  is  no  fpot 
in  thee ,  thou  haft  ravijhed  my  heart :  And  the  holy 
foul  faith  of  Chrift,  Him  whom  my  foul  loveth ,  he 
is  altogether  lovely. 

If  Chrift  is  he  that  is  holy ,  we  muft  deeply  repent 
of,  mourn  for,  and  turn  from  all  our  fins.  In  this 
his  holinel's  fhines  forth,  that  he  came  to  call  finners 
to  repentance  :  and  he  is  exalted  to  give  repentance  j 
for  as  there  can  be  no  holinefs,  fo  no  falvation 
without  repentance. 

Becaufe  Chrift  is  He  that  is  holy ,  therefore  we 
muft  believe  in  him,  and  truft  in  him.  He  laves 
us  by  his  holinefs.  By  this  he  perfectly  obey’d  the 
divine  law,  and  fully  fatisfied  God’s  juftice,  and  has 
wrought  out  a  meritorious  juftifying  righteoufnefs 
for  miferable  perilhing  finners.  Goa’s  righteous 
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fervant  jujiifies  many.  God  looks  on  the  holinefs  of 
his  Son,  and  imputes  it  to  the  believer,  and  accepts 
him  as  holy. 

Becaufe  our  Lord  Jefus  is  tie  that  is  holy,  there¬ 
fore  we  muft  religioufly  worjhip  him.  Pfalm  xcix. 
9.  Exalt  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worfhip  at  his  foot - 
ftool ,'  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  holy  We  give  thanks 
at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs  ;  we  worfhip  the 
Lord  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs. 

Becaafe  Chrift  is  He  that  is  holy  we  muft  refign  to 
his  holy  government  in  all  our  erodes  and  afflicti¬ 
ons.  He  is  holy  in  all  his  ways ,  and  righteous  in  all 
his  doings  *,  the  juft  one  in  the  midft  of  thee.  Be  ftill 
and  know  that  he  is  God.  Our  unrefignednefs 
charges  him  with  unholinefs. 

We  muft  be  holy  as  he  is  holy.  Without  this 
there  can  be  no  likenefs  to  him,  nor  fellowfhip  with 
him.  He  that  doeth  righteoufnefs  is  righteous  as  Chrift 
is.  We  muft  keep  his  holy  commandments,  and 
4  'imitate  his  holy  life. 

Holinefs  becomes  Chrift’s  houfe  for  ever.  Holy 
and  reverend  is  his  name.  We  hiuft  learn  of  the 
Seraphims  to  worfhip,  covering  pur  faces.  The 
holy  orte  has  fa  id,  1  will  be  fantiifed  in  them  that 
deraw  nigh  me.  The  place  whereon  we  ftand  is  ho¬ 
ly  ground.  As  Mofes  drew  near  to  the  burning-buff 
God  bid  him  put  off  his  ffoes .  The  law  is,  Ifai . 
xxi xn  23 v  They  fhall  fanSHfy  the  holy  one  of  Jacob , 
and  fear  the  Gcd  of  Iff  a  el.  And  the  exhortation  is 
iolemn  and  awful  to  us,  Hebrews  xii.  2  8,  29.  Let 
us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  accep¬ 
tably,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear  j  for  our  God 
is  a  confuming  fire. 

U,  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  He  that  is  true. 


This  I  final!  fpcak  to  under 
the  God  of  infinite  truth. 


three  heads,  1.  He  is 
2.  The  true  Meffiah . 
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,  fVfoft  true  and  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  the 

work  and  office  of  a  mediatot.  . 

I  Chrift  in  his  divine  nature  the  God  or  inhnite 
truth.  If  he  be  truly  God,  he  mutt  be  infinite  in 
truth.  He  that  is  true ,  abfolutely  fo,  is  the  true 
God.  This  is  one  part  and  proof  of  the  fullneis 
'  of  the  Godhead  in  him,  that  he  is  full  of  truth. 

i  Truth  is  a  divine  attribute,  perfection  anci 
glory.  To  fuppofe  this  perfedtion  wanting  in  God 
were  to  do  him  more  diihonour  than  to  make  an 
imacre  of  him  in  wood  or  flone :  For  when  as 
that  were  only  to  debate  the  molt  fpiritual  being 
into  a  bodily  form,  this  were  to  vilify  the  mod  ho¬ 
ly  One  as  a  very  devil.  For  what  worfe  or  truer 
account  can  you  give  of  the  devil  than  this,  a  mind 
deftitute  of  truth,  and  abandon’d  to  falfhood? 
John  viii.  44.  He  abode  not  in  the  truth ,  becaufe  there 
is  no  truth  in  him  •,  V/hen  he  fpeaketh  a  lye ,  he  fpeak- 
eth  of  his  own ,  for  he  is  a  lyar,  and  the  father  of  it. 

Take  away  truth  out  of  the  idea  of  God,  and 
you  fpoil  him  of  every  other  glorious  attribute. 
For  what  wifdom,  goodnefs,  holinefs  or  juftice  can 
there  be  without  truth  ?  this  therefore  ever  goes 
into  the  name  ot  God,  Exod.  xxxiv.  7*  Abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  in  truth.  Dent,  xxxii.  4.  All  his 
ways  are  judgment,  a  God  of  truth  and  -wit rout  ini¬ 
quity  •,  juft  and  right  is  he.  1  his  is  brought  into 
every  glorious  account  of  God;  plenteous  in  tiuth , 
and  which  keepeth  truth  for  ever . 

Reafon  would  lead  us  into  this  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  God  without  a  revelation.  Mankind  have 
not  agreed  more  univerfally  in  any  principle  than 
this,  that  there  is  no  moral  perfedtion  without  truth, 
and  that  nothing  is  bafer  than  falfhood. 

This  gives  the  word  of  God  its  glory,  that  it  is 
the  truth.  2  Sam.  vii.  28.  And  now  O  Lord  thou 
art  that  God,  and  thy  words  be  true.  Pfalm  cxix. 
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l6°'  wordy  true  from  the  beginning, ,  and  even 
.  °J  .  lp  .  nfr>teous  judgments  enduretb  for  ever. 

IP  aIio  15  the  glory  of  God  in  all  his  works. 

1  faJrn  xxv  io.  Alt  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mer- 

2  andtl.Uthjr  ReJel*  xv-  3-  Juft  and  true  are  thy 
ways,  thou  King  of  Saints . 

,  .  2;  trutb  Or  God  is  one  eminent  part  of 
his  holinefs.  I  am  led  to  fay  this  by  the  conjanfti- 
on  of  the  e  two  glories  in  my  text.  Revel,  vi.  io. 

ct d,  holy  and  true.  Sincerity  and  faithfulnefs 
are  great  and  fingular  ingredients  of  holinefs.  Pu¬ 
rity  can’t  be  without  truth.  Truth  is  pure  as  the 

/§  lC’  ‘.'l  lC  God  dwells-  Falfhood,  treachery  and 
hypocrifie  belong  to  the  darknefs  and  blacknefs  of 
lelj  ;  'iv.oatfoever  worketh  abomination  or  maketh  a 
lye.  Revel  xvi.  27.  Without  truth  there  were 
no  reditude  in  the  divine  nature,  nor  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  God.  “  The  veracity  of  God  hath 
“  Race  in  every  declaration  of  his  mind,  the  faith  - 
fulnefs  of  God  in  his  promifes.  He  fpeaks  as 

n  nu  S  purpofes,  and  as  things  are  and 
mall  be.  Without  this  there  can  be  no  fuch 
thing  as  holinefs,  but  every  abomination  of 
^  moial  turpitude  and  impurity. 

y  Wheie  any  perfection  is  absolutely  given, 
and  attributed  in  the  higheft  manner,  it  isT:o  be 
underltood  to  be  afcribed  to  God  only.  God  on- 
ly  poddies  any  and  every  perfection  abfolutely  and 
puicCUy.  Prov.  viii.  14.  /  am  underftandim,  I 
jave  Jircngtb,  Who  but  the  God  of  infinite  know- 
ledge  and  power  might  fjpeak  thus?  yet  thus  doth 
Ghrjir  fpeak  in  my  text,  tbefte  things  faith  he  that  is 

>0  ft  je  {oa!  ^  t}'ue'  Wh en  one  gave  the  title  of 
g'gL'i  to  Clirift  abfolutely,  our  Lord  anfwered  him, 
there  is  none  good  Jave  one,  which  is  God .  If  one 
fpeak  of  him  that  is  wife,  what  could  he  mean  but 
tne  on  y  wije  God  1  lb  let  God  be  true ,  and  every 

creature 
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creature  in  comparifon  of  him  deftitute  thereof, 
i  Sam.  xv.  29.  Alfo  the  Jlrength  of  Jfrael  will  not  lie 
nor  repent ,  for  he  is  not  a  man  that  he  ftoould  repent . 
The  conclufion  therefore  is, 

4.  Chrift  is  true  and  proper  God,  for  this  glory 
of  God  is  attributed  to  him  in  the  perfection  of 
it.  He  that  is  true.  If  this  word  be  true,  then 
Chrift  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life  ;  a  juft  God 
and  a  Saviour.  The  Father ,  the  Word ,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  are  one,  for  they  are  equal  in  this  glo¬ 
ry,  name,  truth.  1  John  v.  7.  There  are  three  that 
hear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  thefe  three  are  one .  They  are  e- 
qual  in  this  glory,  their  teftimony.  This  wonder¬ 
fully  agrees  with  what  our  Saviour  fays  of  hirn- 
felf,  John  viii.  14,  16,  19.  My  judgment  is  true, 
for  I  am  not  alone ,  hut  I  and  the  Father  that  fent 
me:  Tho 9  1  bear  record  of  my  felf,  yet  my  record  is 
true  *,  for  I  know  whence  I  ca?ne,  and  whither  I  go  : 
Ye  neither  know  me,  nor  my  Father  ;  if  ye  had  known 
me,  ye  fhouldhave  known  my  Father  alfo.  Who  can 
explain  thefe  words,  but  upon  the  doctrine  of  the 
eternal  Godhead  of  Chrift,  his  being  one  in  the 
effence  with  the  Father?  our  Lord  in  effect  only 
fays,  that  he  him  felf  is  the  only  true  One,  as  the 
Father  is  fo  :  the  fame  eternal  truth  and  infinite 
verity.  He  is  the  God  of  infinite  truth. 

II.  He  is  the  true  Meftiah .  And  in  this  fenfe 
he  is  He  that  is  true.  He  of  whom  Mofes  in  the 
law  and  the  Prophets  did  write.  He  that  fliould 
come,  and  we  look  for  no  other.  He  whom  God 
hath  fent.  The  Seed  promifed  to  Adam,  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  to  David . 

So  he  declar'd  of  himfelf  fa).  And  tho’he  bare 
witnefs  of  himfelf,  his  record  is  true  ;  for  he  abun- 

9*)  Math.  xvi.  1 6,  17.  John  iv.  16,  Chap.  xxri.  63.  64. 

dantly 
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dandy  confirmed  it.  He  committed  it  as  a  fecret 
to  his  difciples,  for  the  time,  that  he  was  the  Chrift. 
He  revealed  himfelf  to  the  woman  of  Samaria ,  1 
that  ) peak  to  thee  am  he.  Before  the  higher  left  and 
before  Pontius  Pilate  he  witnelfed  this  good  com 
feffion. 

John  bare  witnefs  to  him.  He  was  a  true  and 
faithful  witnefs,  a  burning  and  a  Jhining  light .  We 
have  his  record  and  teftimony,  John  i.  33.  He  that 
fent  me  to-  baptife  with  water ,  the  fame  j aid  unto  me, 
upon  whom  thou  /halt  fee  the  fpirit  defc ending  and  re¬ 
maining  on  him ,  the  fame  is  he  which  baptifeth  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  fire :  And  I  faw,  and  bare 
record  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God . 

The  apoftles  of  Jefus  were  his  chofen  and  ordain¬ 
ed  witnelfes  to  the  world  j  eye  and  ear  witnelfes 
of  his  whole  life,  doctrine,  labours,  miracles,  cha¬ 
rities,  prophefies,  transfiguration,  fufxerings,  death, 
refurrection,  afcenfion,  and  the  million  of  the  ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  from  him  :  And  fome  of  them  had  vifions 
of  his  glory  in  heaven,  as  Paul  and  John .  And 
what  they  had  feen  or  heard  and  known  of  the 
word  of  life,  that  they  publifh’d  to  the  world,  and 
feal’d  to  their  teftimony  by  their  fufterings  and 
with  their  blood. 

But  if  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  men ,  the  witnefs 
of  God  is  greater .  God  witnelfed  of  Chrift  by  a 
voice  from  heaven ,  at  his  baptifm  and  in  the  holy 
mount.  The  works  which  he  did  in  his  Father’s 
name,  thefe  bare  witnefs  to  him  *,  he  liv’d  as  never 
man  liv’d  *,  and  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  and 
did  the  works  which  no  one  ever  did  ;  luch,  fo 
many,  fo  great  and  good,  and  in  luch  Godlike 

manner. 

Finally,  the  prophecies  of  the  old  teftament 
were  all  fulfilled  in  him  to  a  tittle,  and  are  a  mighty 
witnefs  of  his  truth.  We  might  begin  at  Mofes , 

and 
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and  thro’  all  the  fcriptures  expound  the  things  that 
are  written  of  him.  —  By  all  which  we  know 
and  are  allured,  that  we  are  in  him  that  is  true  ; 
that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Mejjiah. 

III.  Our  Lord  Jefus  is  molt  true  and  faithful  in 
the  difcharge  of  the  work  and  office  of  a  Media¬ 
tor,  His  name,  as  fuch,  is  faithful  and  true.  Rev. 
xix.  1 1 .  And  great  is  the  glory  hereby  given 
him  in  all  his  mediatorial  offices. 

1.  In  his  prophetical  office  he  is  He  that  is 
true  :  Not  only  the  great  prophet  promifed,  like 
unto  Mofes ,  into  whofe  mouth  God  faid  that  he 
would  put  his  words  *,  but  in  the  difcharge  of  this 
office  he  is  true  and  faithful  both  to  God  and  man. 
He  has  reveal’d  to  us  the  true  doBrines  of  God, 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He  has 
publifh’d  to  us  the  true  laws  of  God,  his  whole  will 
for  our  falvation.  He  has  fhewed  us  the  covenant 
of  life,  and  taught  us  the  way  of  God  in  truth, 
tie  is  the  way,  the  truth ,  and  the  life  ;  no  man  co- 
meth  unto  the  Father  but  by  him ,  John  xiv.  6.  All 
the  prophecies,  promifes,  and  threatnings  utter’d 
by  him,  are  the  true  and  faithful  words  of  the  li¬ 
ving  God  :  For  this  end  he  came  into  the  world ,  to 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  ;  and  every  one  that  is  of  the 
truth ,  heareth  his  voice,  John  xviii.  3  7.  When  our 
Lord  had  finiffied  his  miniftry  and  teftimony,  he 
declar’d  his  fidelity  before  his  Father,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  his  difciples,  John  xvii.  6,  7.  Father ,  I 
have  manifefted  thy  name  unto  the  ?nen  whom  thou  ga - 
veji  me ,  1  have  given  them  thy  word.  We  mud 
continue  in  his  word.  His  doftrine  was  not  his 
own,  but  him  that  fent  him. 

2.  He  is  true  and  faithful  in  his  priejlly  office. 
He  has  a  juft  regard  to  the  rights  of  God,  and  the 
interests  of  men.  He  is  ordained  for  men  in  things 
pertaining  to  God.  He  is  faithful  to  God  that  appointed 
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him  i  Hebrews  iii.  2.  And  he  is  a  merciful  and 
faithful  high  pried,  to  make  reconciliation  for  our 
fins,  ii.  1 7.  He  once  made  his  foul  an  offering, 
and  he  lives  maid  ,g  continual  interceflion.  He 
fa  id,  Lo  I  come  to  do  toy  ‘will  0  God,  by  the  esc  hick 
will  we  are  fanStified.  Heb.  x.  10.  He  put  himfelf 
in  our  place  and  head,  he  did  and  buffered  all  that 
the  wifdom,  honour  and  hoiinefs  of  God  requi¬ 
red  ;  and  of  all  that  the  Father  hath  given  him, 
he  will  lofe  none.  He  has  faithfully  performed  all 
tiiat  the  holinels  ol  God,  and  the  needs  oi  fouls 
made  neceffary.  He  is  true  to  his  Father,  and 
true  to  us.  Rom.  viii.  3,  4.  For  what  the  law 
could  net  do  becaufe  it  was  weak  thro ’  the  fiejh,  God 
jending  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh,  and 
for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flfh  •,  that  the  righteouf 
nefs  of  the  Law  may  be  fulfilled  in  us. 

3-_  He  is  mod  true  and  faithful  in  the  difeharge 
of  his  kingly  office.  A  juft  Lord  and  Saviour.  The 
jeepter  of  his  kingdom  is  a  right  feepter.  He  is  a 
holy  law  giver,  a  juft  governour,  a  righteous 
judge.  He  is  true  to  his  promifes  and  to  his 
threatnings.  Fie  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  fin, 
and  juft  to  pumlh  the  impenitent  and  difobedient. 
He  cannot  deny  himfelf,  and  will  not  at  all  ac¬ 
quit  the  wicked,  but  he  fives  the  chief  of  finners 
upon  their  repentance.  He  will  ftand  to  his  writ¬ 
ten  word,  and  judge  the  world  by  it  at  the  la  ft 
day.  In  righteoufnefs  he  now  protects  and  defends 
his  church,  and  judges  his  enemies.  He  calls  his 
cleft  effectually  by  his  grace,  .and  keeps  them  to 
his  heavenly  kingdom.  He  commits  them  to  God 
as  a  faithful  creator,  John,  xvii,  n.  Holy  Father , 
keep  thro 1  thy  own  name  thoje  whom  thou  haft  given  me. 

When  Pilate  asked  our  Saviour,  art  thou  a  kin? 
then  ?  our  Lord  anfwer’d  him,  Fo  this  end  was  / 
horn,  and  for  this  caufe  came  J  into  the  world  to 

bear 
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witntfs  to  the  truth.  Chrift  is  the  king  .  i  me:;  s 
minds,  hearts  and  confciences.  “  He  rules  cm 
“  this  bv  the  power  ot  truth  (a).  He  is  a  v. 

«  nefs  a  leader  and  a  commander  to  the  people. 

lv.  4.  In  his  majejly  he  rides  profperoufly  xbecaujc 
«  of  truth ,  meeknefs  and  righteoufnefs.  iTalm  iv.  5, 
44  4.  He  judges  the  people  with  his  truth,  i  yd 
44  xevi.  13.  He  rules  the  church,  as  the  fun  doth 

“  the  day,  by  his  light.  ,  ... 

Pilate  thought  our  Lord’s  anlwer  inurnment, 
and  replied  what  is  truth  ?  g.  d.  I  was  asking  thee 
if  thou  art  a  king.  But  we  fee  the  propriety  and. 
force  of  the  divine  anfwer  in  the  kings  lips.  .And 
this  may  explain  to  us  thole  words.  Reveal.  5, 
Jehus  Chrift  the  faithful  wit  nefs ,  and  prince  0}  the 
kings  of  the  earth:  Truth  and  royalty  go  together. 
It  is  fo  in  the  divine  admimftration,  and  will  do 
fo  in  all  good  governments.  The  prophet  and  the 
king  are  united  in  the  mediator.  It  mult  needs  be 

fo  in  the  fupreme  empire  over  fouls. 

Once  more  we  read,  2  Cor .  i.  20.  Foi  at  hoe 
promifes  of  God  are  in  him ,  yea ,  and  in  him  amen , 
unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us .  T  he  truth  and  powei 
of  Chrift  are  the  believers  fecurity  and  affurance. 
He  reigns  in  heaven  to  lee  all  the  promifes  veri¬ 
fied  and  made  good  to  them.  “  1  hus  Chrift  is 
44  He  that  is  true . 

Now  to  apply  and  improve  this  contemplation, 

1.  Let  it  render  Chrift  glorious  to  us,  in  his  e- 
ternal  Godhead  and v in  his  mediatorial  offices. 
Truth  is  glorious,  and  this  glory  belongs  to  Chiilt- 
In  this  glory  he  appeared  to  his  fervant  John  •,  ^e* 

vel.  xix.  11.  And  I  faw  heaven  open' d,  and  behold  a 
white  horfe ,  and  he  that  fat  upon  him  was  called 
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faithful  and  true ,  —  and  on  his  head  were  mam 
crowns  \  (1  ruth  is  worthy  to  wear  them  allj  And 
his  name  is  called  the  zvord  of  God  i  the  verity  and 
truth  of  God. 


i.  Learn  we  the  glory  and  excellency  of  truth 
and  veracity  in  it  fell,  and  the  turpitude  and  infa- 
my  of  lying,  falfhood,  infincerity  and  hypocrify. 
Our  Lord  and  Mafter  is  gloriouOy  true,  and  the 
lover  of  truth  in  us  ;  but  falfhood  is  odious  to  him, 
even  as  the  uncleannefs  of  hell,  to  which  it  be¬ 
longs.  The  lying  tongue  is  the  fecond  of  thofe  fix 
things  which  the  Lord  hateth,  and  of  the  [even 
which  are  an  abomination  to  him.  Prov.  vi.  17. 
1  ruth  is  a  fpecial  part  of  true  holinefs  in  the  rege¬ 
nerate.  Eph.  iv.  23,  25,  Be  renewed  in  the  fpirit 
of  your  mind)  *  and  put  away  all  lying.,  and  fpeak 
every  man  truth  to  his  neighbour .  Hypocrify  in  our 
religious  profeflions,  and  lying  to  God  in  our 
prayers  and  vows,  is  yet  more  vile  and  heinous 
wickednefs.  In  this  efpecially  Satan  fills  the  heart . 
God  defires  truth  in  the  inward  part,  and  has 
plea  jure  in  uprightnefs.  The  hypocrite  mocks  God 
and  infinitely  provokes  him.  Pfalm  lxxviii.  3 6. 
'They  did  falter  him  with  their  lips ,  and  lied  to  him 
with  their  tongue  \  for  their  heart  zvas  not  right  with 
him . 


3.  Let  us  carry  toward  Chrift  as  thofe  that  be¬ 
lieve  him  to  be  lie  that  is  true .  Let  us  receive  his 
dotlrines  with  the  highefh  reverence.  However  my- 
fterious  any  of  them  are,  we  know  that  they  are 
true,  for  he  has  taught  them  :  John  iii.  31.  33. 
He  that  cometh  from  heaven ,  is  above  all  ;  (i nd  what 
he  hath  feen  and  hear  a \  that  he  teftifieth  :  He  that  re¬ 
ceived  his  tejlimony  hath  fit  to  his  fie  of  that  God  is 
true. 

The 
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The  truth  of  (Thrift  obliges  us  to  receive  and 
obey  his  laws  .*  Hus  law  is  the  to  uth ,  I  fal.  cxix.  i  \2. 

It  obliges  us  to  truft  in  and  aft  upon  his  promifes  ; 
for  he  is  faithful  that  hath  promt  fed,  Heb.  x.  23.  It 
fhould  make  his  threatnings  awful  and  dreadful  to 
finners,  make  them  fear  and  tremble.  Jer.v.  22. 
J/pill  ye  not  fear  me,  faith  the  Lord  ?  will  ye  not 
tremble  at  my  word  ?  The  fame  divine  truth  has 
laid,  he  that  believeth,  Jhall  be  faved *,  and  he  that 
believeth  not,  Jhall  be  damned.  Thus  we  mud  ho¬ 
nour  Chrift  for  his  truth,  and  give  glory  to  him, 
which  is  very  pleafing  to  him  *,  as  it  pleafes  us  to 
fee  others  confide  in  our  veracity,  and  depend  up¬ 
on  our  word. 

4.  On  the  contrary,  we  fee  the  infinite  evil  of 
unbelief,  if  Chrift  is  He  that  is  true .  He  that  be¬ 
lieveth  him  not,  hath  made  him  a  liar,  1  John  v. 
10.  What  an  affront  and  indignity  is  this  ?  Even 
vain  an  finful  men  won’t  take  the  lye  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  how  fhall  the  God  of  truth  bear  it  from 
us  ?  Can  He  that  is  true  bear  to  have  the  lye  givep 
him  ?  but  unbelief  gives  it  to  him.  What  a  dam¬ 
nable  fin  is  it  then  ?  God  will  aflert  and  vindicate 
his  own  truth  :  2  Lheff.  i.  8,  10.  I  hen  finners  will 
be  forc’d  to  believe  as  devils  do,  and  tremble. 
The  truth  of  God  will  have  its  triumph  in  the  day 
of  judgment  *,  then  Pilate  fhall  be  made  to  know 
what  is  truth . 

To  clofe  all,  Is  Chrift  Hr  that  is  true  ?  Let  us 
mind,  obferve  and  obey  all  that  he  fay&to  us,  and 
requires  of  us.  Lhefe  things  faith  He  that  is  true  : 
What  are  the  things  my  Lord  faith  ?  look  into  the 
holy  law,  the  written  word  :  IIow  readeft  thou  ? 
Rev,  xxii.  6,7.  Thefe  flyings  arc  true  and  faithful : 
—  Behold  I  come  quickly  :  Blejfed  is  he  that  keepetb 
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thefe  fayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book ,  Vcr.  14, 
Blejfed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments ,  that  they 
may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life.  Ver.  20,  He  which 
teftifieth  thefe  things ,  faith ,  furely  I  come  quickly  : 
Amen .  Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus . 


s  ESR- 

\ 


••v',  •  V 


« 


Christ  of  quick  under ^ funding 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 


Isaiah  XI.  3. 


tJtnd  Jhall  make  hint  of  quick  underfunding 

of  m 


in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 


H  E  glory  of  the  Redeemer  and  SanBifier 
are  exhibited  together  in  thefe  words  : 
The  glory  of  Chrift  is  this,  that  he  was 
<of  quick  underfunding  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  :  The  glory  of  the  Holy  Ghojl  this,  that  he 
anointed  the  Lord  Jefus  with  immeafurable  grace, 
and  made  him  oj  quick  underfunding  in  the  fear  oj 

the  LmU 
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The  fir Jl  verfe  ol  the  chapter,  is  a  plain  prophe¬ 
cy  of  the  Meffiah ,  the  Son  of  David  :  Dhere  Jhall 
come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  fern  of  Jeffe ,  and  a  branch 
//call  gr ozv  out  of  his  roots.  ft  he  fecond  verfe  is  as 
plain  a  prophecy  of  the  Holy  Spirit’s  moft  glorious 
refting  on  him  5  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underfiand - 
ing,  the  fpirit  of  counfel  and  mighty  the  fpirit  of 
knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Now  the 
re  a  Ion  and  end  of  this  reft  of  the  Holy  Ghof  on  the 
man  Chrifl  Jefus,  and  the  blefled  effedt  and  fruit 
thereof  is  this  in  my  text,  to  make  him  of  quick  un¬ 
derfunding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord . 

This  is  a  moft  great  and  holy  thing,  and  worthy 
of  the  ever  blefled  and  adorable  Perfons  named. 
The  fear  ol  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wildom 
and  holinefs,  and  a  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  is  the  perfection  and  glory  of  cele- 
ftial  ipirits.  Men  are  fow  in  this  underftanding, 
and  poor  in  this  grace  in  their  beft  attainments  ; 
angels  are  comparatively  quick  in  it,  compar’d  with 
us  *,  but  here  is  a  glorious  Man,  made  greater 
therein  than  they . 

The  Hebrew  word  is  fmell  or  feent  ;  and  fo  the 
marginal  verfion  is  in  our  Bibles.  It  is  an  allufion 
to  that  quick nefs  of  fmell  wherewith  fome  crea¬ 
tures  are  diftinguifhed.  God  ftoopsfor  man’s  fake 
to  allude  to  the  bead;  and  lowed  parts  of  his  own 
works,  when  he  fpeaks  of  himfelf.  The  apprehen- 
Jions  of  our  minds  and  Ipirits  are  often  and  aptly 
reprefented  from  the  fenfations  of  the  body.  They 
that  have  the  'fpirit  of  God ,  have  fpiritual  fenfes  to 
exercife,  Heb.v .  ie\.  And  as  fome  creatures,  and 
fome  perfons  are  quicker  than  others  in  the  exercife 
of  one  bodily  fenfe  and  another  •,  foit  is  alfowith 
the  fouls  of  faihts  in  this  their  imperfedf  ftate. 
Some  have  quicker  fenfations  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  in  th t  fear  of  God,  than  others  :  JJuttlje  Lord 
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of  all  faints,  from  whom  all  their  fpiritual  fenfes, 
and  the  exercife  of  them,  is  derived,  mull  infinite¬ 
ly  excel  them  all. 

Odoratum  vocat  acre  judicium  (a).  By  jnielt  is 
meant  a  J harp  judgment.  Ut  qttaf  odore  narium  dif- 
cernere  pojfit  :  as  if  he  needed  neither  fight  nor 
hearing  to  difcern  between  him  that  fcareth  God, 
and  him  that  feareth  him  not  ;  but  the  fmell  of  his 
noftrils  were  alone  fufficient  herefor. 

In  fhort  the  prophecy  is,  That  the  Meffiah 
fhould  be  mod  accurate  and  critical,  of  the  mod 
acute  fenfe  in  this  great  point  of  godhnefs,  which 
here  Hands  for  the  whole  of  religion,  the  fear  of 
the  Lord. 

But  here  we  mud  note,  That  according  to  the 
ufual  rule  of  interpreting  fcripture,  by  underfund¬ 
ing  is  meant  a  practical  and  experimental  know¬ 
ledge  ;  a  fanCtified  underdanding,  and  a  fanCtify- 
ing  knowledge  •,  productive  of,  and  promoted  bv, 
the  gracious  exercife  of  holy  fear.  'I  his.  only  is 
knowledge  and  underdanding  in  the  fenfe  of  our 
Bibles,  wherein  words  of  fenfe  imply  affeCtion  and 
practice.  This  is  that  good  underdanding,  which 
is  from  the  faving  power  of  the  Holy  Ghojt  on  the 
hearts  of  God’s  eleCt.  With  this  untlion  of  the 
Holy  One,  Jesus  was  anointed  above  all  his  pro¬ 
phets  and  apofles,  lor  he  anointed  them  •,  Aids  x. 
38.  So  he  was  made  of  quick  underfunding  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord. 

This  is  one  part  of  Chrif's  glory  ;  the  fear  of 

God  was  in  him,  and  he  was  of  quick  underdand- 
*  .  •  • 


in  or  m  it. 


1.  The  fear  of  God  was  in  Chrijl.  It  is  a  prin¬ 
cipal  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit ,  a  principal  part  oi 
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true  religion,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  want¬ 
ing  in  the  man  Chrijl  Jefus.  It  is  an  eminent  point 
of  fanftity,  and  mu  ft  be  in  an  eminent  degree  in 

in  the  holy  Child ,  Jefus . 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  in  all  the  children  of  God, 
therefore  it  could  not  be  wanting  in  the  beloved  Son , 
the  firft-born  among  many  brethren,  to  whofe 
image  all  the  children  of  God  are  conformed. 

It  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  man  to  fear  God, 
and  the  undeniable  property  of  a  good  man.  Now 
Chrift  was  a  true  man,  and  therefore  owed  this  du¬ 
ty  to  God  *,  and  he  was  a  good  man,  the  holieft  of 
all  men,  and  therefore  to  be  fure  was  eminent  in 
this  grace.  Nay  that  man  muft  be  gracelefs  and 
wicked  (which  were  horrid  to  mention  in  thepre- 
fent  cafe)  who  does  not  fear  God  *,  and  a  man  can’t 
be  good  in  a  way  of  eminence,  like  Job  and  Obadiah , 
that  doth  not  fear  God  greatly. 

Chrift  could  not  be  a  Prophet  or  a  Teacher  from 
God,  without  much  of  his  fear  in  him  :  For  all  the 
prophets  were  great  fearers  of  God  ;  Mofes ,  Ijaiah , 
Habbakkuk ,  &c.  Mofes  exceedingly  feared  and 
quaked,  and  the  Prophet  like  unto  him  could  not 
be  without  the  like  holy  fear.  Chrift  were  not  a 
pattern  to  us,  for  our  holy  imitation,  if  he  were 
not  exemplary  for  the  fear  of  God. 

Neither  could  he  be  the  Mediator  between  God 
and  iinful  man,  th efurety  offinners  in  their  nature, 
and  not  be  filled  with  the  fear  of  God.  How 
fhould  he  be  the  Lords  fervant,  in  fuch  a  glorious 
fcrvice  as  this,  and  not  tear  the  Lord  ?  He  above 
all  men  muft  be  able  to  fay,  Lhy  fervant  who  is 
devoted  to  thy  fear  !  thy  law  is  within  my  heart . 

In  one  word,  Why  not  fear  as  well  as  farrow 
proper  to  the  man  Chrijl  Jefus  ?  who  took  our  in¬ 
firmities  and  was  made  fin  tor  us.  Fear  is  fitting 

lor  a  man,  and  necefiary  in  the  cale  ot  fin.  The 
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'  paffion  of  fear  muft  be  in  Chrift,  but  without  fin. 
And  the  grace  of  fear  muft  be  in  him  that  he  might 
he  holy  and  without  fin. 

2.  As  th e  fear  of  God  was  in  Chrift,  io  he  was 
of  quick  underftanding  in  it.  Not  only  the  being,  hut 
the  eminence  of  this  grace,  is  the  thing  affiimed  of 
our  bleffed  Lord.  And  the  laft  is  as  evident  and 

necefiary  as  the  firft.  ■ 

1 .  If  the  fear  of  God  were  at  all  in  the  Lord  Je- 

fus ,  it  was  in  him  in  the  perfection  thereof.  He 
could  not  be  imperfeCt,  and  yet  the  beloved  Son , 
in  whom  God*s  Soul  was  moft  pleafed.  Oi  how 
were  he  the  fecond  Adam ,  if  he  were  not  perfect 
in  knowledge  and  holineis  and  in  the  feai  of  the 
Lord  ?  The  firft  Adam  was  created  perfeCt,  and 
furely  the  fecond,  which  is  the  Lord  ftom  heaven y 
muft  be  fo.  And  if  perfeSl  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
then  of  quick  underftanding  in  it  •,  have  the  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  it. 

2.  But  to  rife  higher,  Chrift  is  thewifdomof  God, 
and  all  the  treafures  of  knowledge  and  grace 
were  in  him  :  i .Cor.  i.  24.  Col.  ii.  3 •  Who  then  can 
doubt  or  deny  his  being  of  quick  underftanding  in 
this  and  every  other  grace  ?  The  fpirit  of  wifdom 
and  underftanding ,  the  lpirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  are  therefore  well  put  together  in 
our  context .  And  agreeably  Chrift  fays  of  himfelf, 
Prov.  viii.  12,  14.  J  am  wifdom ,  /  have  underftand¬ 
ing,  and  prefently  fpeaks  of  the  fear  of  God.  He 
muft  be  very  abfurd  who  thinks  of  Separating 
thefe.  How  Should  He  enlighten  fouls  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  make  them  wife  to  falvation  ?  if 
he  were  not  himfelf  of  quick  underftanding  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  ? 

3.  We  read  of  our  Lordjefus ,  Col.  ii.  9.  That 
in  him  dwelleth  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead .  He 

muft  then  have  an  intimate,  adequate,  perfeCt  and 
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full  underftanding  of  God  ;  in  his  majefty,  hoti- 
nds,  power,  juftice,  truth,  goodness  and  mercy. 

c  mult  have  that  knowledge  of  the  Holy  which  no 
nieer  creature  can  have.  And  coniequently  he  muft 
have  fuch  underftanding  of  the  fear  due  from  all 
creatures  to  the  holy  God,  which  none  of  the 
Jeraphims  themfelves  can  have  while  they  cover  their 
faces.  He  muft  be  as  much  quicker  in  the  fear  of 
God  than  they  can  be,  as  he  excells  them  in  the 
knowledge  of  God.  Angels  and  men  may  be  filled 
with  the  Holy -G  bo  ft,  but  the  fulnefs  of  the  God-head 
d  we  lie  tli  only  in  the  Man  Chrift  Jefus,  who  is  united 
to  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  bio  angel  in  heaven 
has  leen  God  as  he  has,  who  is  the  Only  begot¬ 
ten  oj  the  Father ,  and  has  lain  in  his  bofom  from 
the  days  of  eternity.  Jo*  i.  18.  No  created  intel¬ 
ligence  can  poflibly  attain  unto  that  knowledge 
and  fear  of  God,  which  the  God-head  of  Chrift 
communicated  unto  him.  Mat*  xi.  27.  All  things 
a)  e  deliver  d  to  me  of  my  Father ,  and  no  ?nan  know - 
elh  the  Son  but  the  Father ,  neither  knoweth  any  man 
the  Father  Jave  the  Son ,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son 
will  reveal  him, 

4*  1  he  Godhead  of  Chrift  infers  in  particular 
that  knowledge  of  fin,  in  the  infinite  evil  of  it 
and  punifhment  due  to  it,  which  no  hunt  or  angel 
can  poflibly  have.  Now  in  proportion  unto  this 
comprehend ve  knowledge  of  God,  holinefs,  and 
of  the  finfulnefs  of  fen,  the  underftanding  of  Chrift 
was  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  For  the  more  God 
and  jin  are  known  and  underftood,  the  more  God 
will  be  feared. 

But  to  come  unto  a  more  plain  and  familiar  ar¬ 
gument, 

5-  The  offices  which  Chrift  muft  execute  as  our 
Redeemer ,  do  require  that  he  fhould  be,  and  prove 
that  he  is  of  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  God, 
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i  He  could  not  execute  the  office  of  a  Prophet, 
the  meat  prophet  to  the  church,  if  he  were  not  o 
quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  God.  He  mult 
teach  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  teach  it  perfectly  , 
therefore  he  muft  have  the  perfeft  knowledge  and 
underftanding  of  it.  Men  may  take  upon  them 
to  teach  thofe  things  which  they  have  but  pool  y 
learn’d  themfelves.  It  may  be  laid  to  them  as 
Rom.  ii.  19.  Uou— a  guide  of  the  blind ,  and  an 
inftrutter  of  the  foolijh.  The  teachers  that  came 
from  God'  were  not  of  this  fort.  God  gave  them 
an  underftanding  and  ability  to  teach  the  way  ot 
God  perfeftly.  The  prophets  of  God  weie  both 
fandlified  and  inlpired  to  teach  How  much  more 
the  Son ,  when  God  fent  him  laft  of  all.  He  was 
to  <-ive  the  church  the  laft  and  cleared  revelation 
of  die  fear  of  God.  Yea  the  inflation  of  pro¬ 
phets  and  apoftles  were  from  him.  He  gives  the 
fpiritual,  faving,  praftical  underftanding  to  all  his 
elect.  He  teaches  all  things,  and  none  teachetli 
him.  He  teaches  freely,  fully  and  effectually 
with  a  divine  light,  authority  and  powet.  is 
view  is  to  the  fins  of  men ,  come  ye  children ,  heat  ken 
to  me,  I  will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lot  d.  1  le 
it  is  that  promifes.  All  thy  children /hall  be  tang Jl 
of  the  Lord.  He  the  fon  of  man  is  come  to  give 
us  an  under (landing.  He  has  companion  on  the 
ignorant  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way. 
He  is  the  light,  the  truth  and  life.  All  this  im¬ 
plies  a  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  God. 

2.  The  prieftly  office  of  Chrift  infers  and  re¬ 
quires  the  fame  thing.  In  this  the  Mediator  has 
in  the  molt  immediate  and  awful  manner  to  do 
with  God  moft  holy,  and  with  fin  moft  vile  anc 
odious  *,  to  fatisfy  the  holineis  of  God  foi  man  s 
fin,  and  to  make  interceffion  for  the  tianfgteftois. 
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.  *•  ^le  could  not  make  himfelf  a  facrif.ee  for  fin 
without  the  moft  quick  underftanding,  and  pun¬ 
gent  fenfe  of  holy  fear.  He  had  taken  the  Tinner’s 
nature  and  the  finner’s  place  :  He  took  the  lins  of 
his  elect  upon  himfell  and  bore  the  punifhment 
due  to  them :  And  could  it  be  without  holy  fears, 
even  unto  tremblings  and  agonies?  Ought  he  to’ 
make  his  foul  an  offering  without  fuch  fears? 
Could  it  be  an  acceptable  offering  in  the  room  of 
guilty  Tinners,  without  thefe  holy  awful  fears  ? 
Could  the  ffnners  place  be  flood  in,  could  the 
punifhment  of  fin  be  undergone  without  them  ? 
Could  the  holinefs  of  God  be  fatisnecl  by  the  buf¬ 
ferings  of  a  furety  for  linners,  who  went  not  thro’ 
the  fears  that  belong  to  Tinners?  Could  it  be  Taid 
that  fuch  a  furety  had  fatisfied ?  Could  he  feel  the 
evil  and  borrow  of  fin,  and  not  the  fears  of  it  ? 
How  could  a  holy  One  be  made  fin ,  and  made  a 
curfe ,  without  fears  ?  Our  holy  high-prieft  there¬ 
fore  bore  our  fears  when  he  bare  our  fins.  Sin 
could  not  be  born  without  fear.  And  the  more 
fin  he  bare,  and  the  more  holy  he  is,  the  quicker 
and  more  pungent  muff  his  fenfe  of  fear  be. 

2.  He  could  not  pray  and  interceed  for  tranf- 
grefi'ors  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  without  fear.  We 
read  Heb.  v.  7 •  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  when 
he  had  offer  d  up  prayers  and  fupplications ,  with 
ftrong  cryings  and  tears ,  was  heard  in  that  he  feared. 
With  what  fear  did  he  pray  in  his  agony  in  the 
garden?  With  what  fear  did  he  cry  out  upon  his 
crofs,  my  God ,  my  God ,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me? 

He  was  heard  in  that  he  feared:  His  holy  fears 
were  fo  pleafing  and  acceptable  to  God  in  his 
fervent  prayers.  “  His  human  foul  was  ready  to 
“  fink  under  the  weight  of  wrath,  the  heavy  load 
“  of  fin  laid  on  him.  He  began  to  be  fore  ama¬ 
zed,  and  to  be  very  heavy.  Mark  xiv.  33.  Then 
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he  cried  to  his  God  and  Father  and  was  heard. 
He  was  fupported  under  and  carried  thro’  his  fears 
and  pains,  and  the  accurfed  death.  It  became  him 
to  fear  in  that  hour,  when  God  dwelt  with  him 
as  a  finner  and  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 

The  meditation  is  of  fuch  importance,  and  ft 
may  be  is  fo  rare  and  uncommon,  that  it  may- 
call  for  fome  enlargement  on  it. 

1.  Chrifi  feared  for  others ,  not  for  himfelf.  He 
had  many  to  fear  for,  but  nothing  of  his  own. 
He  had  no  fin  of  his  own  and  therefore  no  fear  of 
his  own.  Fear  is  the  fruit  of  fin  •,  Chrift’s  fears 
were  the  fruit  of,our  Sins.  For  us  he  differed,  for 
11s  he  feared,  for  us  he  prayed.  Read  how  he  feared 
and  prayed:  Pfalm  xxii.  it,--  zi.  Did  you  ever 
read  a  prayer  of  greater  diftrefs  and  fear,  with 
faith  and  truft?  Yet  he  feared  not  for  himfelf: 
He  could  have  prayed  and  the  Father  had  feat  him 
twelve  legions  of  angels:  But  how  then  fhould  the 
will  of  God  refpe&ing  our  falvation  have  been 
fulfilled? 

2.  His  fears  were  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  his  elect ,  and  the  wrath  due  to  all  their  fins. 
His  fears  could  have  no  other  rule,  meafure,  bound 
or  limit.  He  had  the  whole  evil  of  all  their  fins 
in  one  entire  view  before  him  :  And  what  a  dif- 
may  muft  that  raife  in  a  moft  holy  humane  mind  ? 
Only  God,  who  only  knows  himfelf,  knows  the 
whole  evil  there  is  in  fin.  The  Son  of  God  on 
earth  faw  the  whole  of  it,  bore  the  whole  weight 
of  it  •,  and  from  hence  was  the  height  and  depth 
of  his  holy  fears,  in  the  hour  and  power  of  dark- 
nefs  which  he  pafled  thro’. 

His  elect /  how  many  millions  were  they?  their 
fins !  how  many  millions  of  millions  ?  and  of  thefe 

fins. 
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fins  how  many  millions  of  great  offences !  yet  all 
thefe  were  laid  on  Chrift;  how  vaft  the  number 
and  the  weight !  What  a  burden  are  a  man’s  own 
lins  fometimes  to  himfelf?  Pfalm  xxxviii.  4.  Mv- 
iniquities  are  a  heavy  burthen,  too  heavy  for  me :  I 
atn  feeble  and  fore  broken ;  I  have  roared  by  reafon 
cf  the  difquietnefs  of  my  heart :  my  heart  panteth,  my 
ftrength  faileth  me.  Yet  no  faint  ever  feared  in 
proportion  to  the  guilt  and  danger  arifing  from  his 
fins.  But  the  fears  of  Chrift  were  in  a  full  pro¬ 
portion  to  all  the  fins  of  every  one  of  his  eleft, 
taken  collectively.  What  an  underftanding  3nd 
experience  then  of  fear  was  here  ? 

3.  By  his  knowledge  and  fears  Chrift  was  to  juftify 
many.  So  God  fays  of  his  Son,  Ifai.  liii.  11.  By 
his  knowledge  faall  my  righteous  Servant  juftify  many. 
Let  my  text  tell  us  what  knowledge :  Namely,  his 
quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  By 
this  experimental  knowledge  of  fin,  of  the  curfe, 
snd  of  the  terrors  of  God  ;  he  was  to  take  away 
fin,  and  to  bring  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnels 
for  the  juftification  of  linners.  He  was  to  deliver 
finners  from  the  fear  of  death,  the  horrors  of 
guilt,  the  terrors  of  hell  and  wrath.  Heb.  ii  15. 

I  he  fears  of  Chrift  were  to  take  away  the  fears  of 
torment  from  believers  in  him,  and  to  give  them 
faith,  love,  hope,  joy.  Repenting  finners  in  their 
tears  of  Gods  wrath  inuft  exercife  faith  in  the  holy 
fears  ot  Chrift  while  he  bore  the  wrath  of  God. 
His  fears .  are  a  part  of  his  glorious  righteoufnefs, 
which  is  imputed  to  believers  for  their  juftification. 

1  lie  high  prieft  under  the  law  could  not  a£t  intel¬ 
ligently  and  devoutly  in  the  day  of  expiation,  if 
his  foul  were  not  filled  with  a  high  fenfe  and  fear 
of  God,  holinefs  and  juftice.  How  elfe  fhould  he 
with  a  fuicable  frame  flay  the  fa  orifice?  or  confefs 
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the  fins  of  Ifrael  over  the  head  of  it  ?  or  carry  the 
blood  into  the  Holy  of  holies?  So  therefore  oar 
o-reat  High-prieft  Chrift  Jefus  offer’d  up  himfelf 
on  the  crofs,  and  is  for  us  enter’d  by  his  holy  fears : 
In  virtue  whereof  he  ever  lives  to  make  interceffi- 
on,  and  we  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
grace. 

*  . 

4.  Chrift’s  fears  have  purchafed  for  believers  a  full 
affurance  of  faith  and  hope.  This  is  the  blelfed 
benefit  from  his  fears  *,  namely,  the  faith  of  God's 
eh  ft,  by  which  the  juft  do  live  ;  and  peace  and  joy  in 
believing * 

O  what  a  glorious  and  blefled  fear  muft  that 
be  which  yeild  this  to  our  poor  guilty  fouls  !  O 
bleffed  fear  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  ftrong  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  the  faith,  hope,  peace  and  comfort  of 
all  believers!  Eph .  in.  12.  In  whom  we  have  bold - 
nefs  and  accefs  with  confidence .  Heb.  iv.  14.  16. 
For  we  have  not  an  high  prieft  that  is  not  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  \  but  was  in  all 
points  tempted  as  we  are ,  but  without  fin  ;  let  us 
therefore  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  &c.  Be¬ 
lievers  owe  their  triumphant  faith  to  the  fears  ot 
Chrift.  Whom  fhould  1  fear  ?  of  whom  fhall  I  be  a- 
Jraid?  Who  is  it  that  condemneth?  it  is  Chrift  that 
died .  The  angels  of  Jefus  fay  to  all  his  timerous 
worfhippers,  fear  yiot  ye .  Mat .  xxv.  8.  Yea  the 
Lord  himfelf,  who  has  feared  for  them,  forbids, 
them  to  fear:  Ifai .  xli.  10.  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with 
you  i  be  not  difinay'd  I  am  thy  God. 

5.  And  laftly,  The  place  which  now  remains 
for  filial  fear  to  believers,  and  the  right  under- 
{landing  which  they  have  hereof,  is  from  the  holy 
fears  of  Cnirft  when  he  flood  in  the  place  of  Tinners* 
This  gives  to  all  faints  the  true  underftanding  of 
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^he  ground  and  foundation,  the  room  and  place, 
he  benefit  and  fruit  of  holy  fear  unto  repenting 
finners.  The  fear  of  torment  is  taken  away  by 
Chrift’s  fearing,  and  the  place  for  filial  fear  is  re- 
ftored.  Thus  out  of  the  eater  conies  forth  meat . 
We  muft  have  lain  for  ever  under  the  bondage, 
fcourge  and  laflies  of  guilty  fears,  if  Chrift  had  not 
come  and  feared  as  he  did.  Sinners  without  a  Sa¬ 
viour  have  the  fear  of  devils  their  juft  punifhment ; 
but  believers  are  by  Chrift’s  fears  recovered  to  the 
fears  of  angels ;  fo  fear  God  as  they  do,  where  per¬ 
fect  love  and  fear  are  in  a  fweet  and  eternal  union. 
It  is  only  by  an  underftanding  in  the  myftery  of 
Chrift,  that  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in  the  gofpel-vt - 
velation  of  it,  and  in  the  faints  experience  of  it, 
can  be  comprehended.  From  Chrift’s  quick  under¬ 
ftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  believers  come  to 
have  their  true  underftanding  of  it.  Col .  ii.  2.  That 
your  hearts  may  be  comforted ,  being  knit  together  in 
love ,  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  affurance  of  under - 
J landing. ,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myftery  of  the 
Father  and  of  Chrift ;  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  trea - 
fures  of  wijdom  and  knowledge .  The  knowledge  we 
now  have  of  God’s  fear  in  his  children  and  laints 
is  a  myftery  of  grace  and  a  treafure  of  wifdom  : 
And  the  fears  of  Chrift,  when  he  offer’d  up  himfelf, 
yeild  to  believers  the  riches  of  the  full  affurance 
of  underftanding  in  this  point,  unto  their  ever- 
lafting  comfort. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  how  neceffary  it  was  to 
the  difcharge  of  ChriJTs  prieftly  office,  that  he  was 
of  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 
The  importance  of  this  grace  is  manifeft  to  his  fa~ 
tisfying  for  the  fins  of  hiseledt,  bearing  and  taking 
away  their  iniquity,  and  his  making  effeftual  inter- 
ceflion  for  them  ;  and  as  the  refult  of  all  thefe, 
unto  his  obtaining  for  them  the  fpirit  of  filial  fear. 
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and  accefs  to  God  with  a  child-like  reverence  and 

confidence. 

In  the  next  Difcourfe  I  lhall  confider  the  kingly 
office  of  Chrift,  and  Ihow  that  he  muft  needs  be 
of  quick  undemanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ,  who  is 
the  king,  the  lawgiver  and  the  judge  of  his  church, 
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SERMON  XI- 


Christ  of  quick  underflanding 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 


Second  PART. 


Isaiah  XI.  3. 

And  Jhall  make  him  of  quick  imdcrftandin g 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

HAVE  /hewn  in  the  foregoing  difcourfe, 
that  it  was  neceflary  unto  our  Lord's  dif- 
charging  his  prophetical  and  priejlly  offi¬ 
ces  that  he  was  of  quick  underjlanding  in- 
the  fear  of  the  Lord ,  I  proceed  now  to  fay, 

3*  That 
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o.  That  the  kingly  office  of  Chrijt  fuppofes  and 
requires  this  alfo.  My  text  fpeaks  of  Him  m 
this  office.  It  is  his  kingly  qualification,  that,  he 
was  of  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  oj  L>od. 

The  context  fpeaks  of  him  as  the  rod  out  of  the 
ftem  of  JeJfe ,  and  the  righteous  judge  of  ms  peo¬ 
ple  ;  that  with  righteoufnefs  Jhould  judge  the  poor,  and 
reprove  with  eauity  for  the  meek  of  the  earth.  Now 
who  fhould  this  be,  but  Meffiah  the  prince,  toe  fin 
of  David,  the  king  of  the  church  and  of  the  wor.d. 
To  fit  him  for  this  office  he  is  anointed  with  the 
[pint  of  counfel  and  might ,  the  fpirit  of  knowledge 
and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord .  This  is  the  on  of 
mans  endowment  and  accompli fhment  foi  his  i pi- 
ritual  government  and  judgment  :  And  he  Jh all  not 
nidge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes ,  neither  reprove  after 
the  hearing  of  his  ears  •,  but  righteoufnefs  Jhall  be  the 
girdle  of  his  loins ,  and  faitbfulnefs  the  girdle  of  his 
reins.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  Chi  ijl  is  conn- 
dered  here  in  his  kingly  office  *,  and  that  this  is  a c- 
comuliffiment  for  it,  his  being  of  quick  under  ft  and- - 
ingin  the  fear  oj  the  Lord.  And  the  neceffity  and 
importance  of  this  qualification  is  evident,  fo^ 

i.  In  his  kingly  office  he  mud  require  and  com¬ 
mand  this  fear.  He  muft  make  it  his  law,  and 
publifh  it  as  his  will .  Ph e  Lawgiver  to  the  chinch 
muft  have  a  quick  underftanding  of  all  that  re¬ 
lates  to  the  fear  which  men  owe  to  God.  He  muft 
exaeft  and  require  the  whole  of  this  broad  law. 
Shall  he  command  and  ordain  the  thing,  and  not 
have  the  moft  perfect  underftanding  ol  it.  He  is 
not  like  earthly  Gods  to  a£t  ignorantly  and  eir,  e- 
ven  in  enadting  laws  to  their  lubjedts.  Yea  many 
a  prince  paffes  good  laws  without  underftanding 
all  the  good  reafons  for  them.  But  not  fo,  God  > 
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king  in  Zion .  7he  kings  ftrength  loveth  judgment , 
he  eftablifhes  equity.  Wifdom  and  ftrength  are  his . 
Hence  is  the  ftrength  of  fialvation,  and  the  ftability 
of  his  kingdom . 

2.  As  a  king  he  puts  his  fear  into  the  hearts  of 
his  fubjefts.  He  muft  therefore  be  of  quick  un- 
clerftanding  in  it.  He  has  power  to  do  this,  and 
he  has  promis’d  to  do  it:  Jerem.  xxxii.  40.  I  will 
fut.  my  fear  in  their  hearts .  And  again,  I  will 
write  my  law  in  their  inward  farts.  He  is  the  king 
ot  fouls  the  blejfed  and  only  Potentate ,  for  his  em¬ 
pire  is  over  fpirits  :  He  commands  and  changes  as 
he  will  the  mind,  the  heart,  the  confcience.  He 
made  mans  foul,  made  him  to  fear,  and  makes 
him  fear.  He  knows  his  own  creature,  his  own 
work,  his  own  gift.  As  the  Lord  and  king  of 
fouls,  he  gives  to  faints  the  knowledge  which  they 
have  of  the  fear  of  God  ;  he  muft  therefore  be 
himfelf  of  quick  underftanding  in  it.  He  that  com  - 
rnands  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  is  not  he  light  ? 
He  that  for meth  the  eye ,  Jloall  he  not  fee  ?  and  he  that 
teacheth  man  knowledge,  JJ.i all  he  not  know  ?  The  fon 
of  man  has  come,  and  has  given  unto  many  a  quick 
underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  *,  he  has  fa- 
vingly  enlighten’d  many  in  the  holinefs,  law  and 
judgment  of  God  ;  he  has  fhined  into  others,  to 
give  them  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  ;  and  is  he  not  full  of  that  light  and  glory 
himfelf? 

3.  As  king  of  the  church  he  fends  down  the 
wrath  and  terrors  of  God  into  the  hearts  and  con- 
fciences  of  finners.  Lie  reproves  the  world  for  fin , 
convinces  men  of  righteoufnefs  and  judgment.  He 
terrifies  and  torments  guilty  fpirits  as  he  pleafes. 
His  eyes  are  a  flame  of  fire ,  and  he  makes  the  churches 

know  that  he  tries  the  reins ,  He  fhoots  his  ar- 

rows5 
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rows,  and  they  wound  deep,  and  ftickfaft,  he 

ftrikes  with  lightning  and  fets  fouls  on  ire-  ^e  ^ 
the  Lord  of  fear,  the  king  ol  terror,,  and  the 
whole  power  of  it  is  with  him.  He  uies  fear,  a 
the  God  of  nature  does  the  wind  and  ram  •,  he  fends 
it  in  mercy  or  in  judgment  as  he  pleaks. 

4  He  will  judge  men  in  the  great  and  lad  day 
bAetoof4eW*th;shasS 

judgment  Lin'  niort  this,  who  hive  feared  God, 
ind  who  nets  who  moft,  and  who  lead  s  who 
have  been  mod  fearlefs  of  God,  and  who  have  li¬ 
ved  lb  Ion-eft ;  who  feared  him  from  then- youth 

up,  and  who  began  late  to  tear  him  :  Accor  m g  y 
fh?ll  men’s  judgment  be  in  the  great  day. 
will  be  the  enquiry  in  that  day  of  the  revelation 
of  all  hearts,  when  God  will  judge  the  facts  o 
men  by  Tefus  Chrift  according  to  his  gofpel.  He 
5  therefore  have  a  quick  undemanding  in  this 
oo  r  t  to  difcern  the  truth  of  this  grace,  to  weigh 
the  grains  of  it,  to  know  the  juft  d«gt«s  and  fratts 
of  it  in  one  perfon  and  another,  and  to  lewaicl 
accordingly :  Alfo  to  rejeft  and  condemn  others 

‘  I  know° you,  that  you  never  had  the  feai  of  Go 

‘  in  you,  no  not  the  lead  ot  it.  Alio  t  k  g 
other’  in  mote  tertible  righteonlnefs,  dec  anng 
with  what  fearleffnefs  they  have  finned  how  they 
hated  knowledge,  ftHed  tear,  and  hardned  tnem- 
felves  againft  it.  .  In  fcort,  The  judge  of  finners 
muft  be  of  fo  quick  an  unclei  (landing  in  u 
ofthe  Lord,  as‘to  fee  clearfy  and  petfeaiy  where 

there  has  been  the  lead  true  ear  o  j  , 

not  the  lead  •,  where  mod,  anc  w  Come  vc 

judge  will  in  edeft  fay  to  the 

1  biffed  of  my  Father,  in  whom  his  fear  1 ut!y 

«  led,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  fo.  you  .  Y 
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fufye^s  °f  my  kingdom  already, 
and  have  feared  me  as  your  king  ;  and  this  has 
prepared  you  for  the  kingdom  of  my  o*]ory, 

4  where  the  love  and  fear  of  God  will  rule  in  vou 
c  for  ever  and  ever  ’  .  ^ 

Tims  ne  ojfices  which  Chrift  executes  as  our  re¬ 
deemer,  do  all  of  them  require  and  fuppofe  this, 
"J  hat  He.  is  of  quick  underjt unding  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  if  How  elfe  fhould  he  teach  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  to  his  church?  or  how  bear  the  fears  of  his 
eledc  in  bearing  their  fins?  Or  how  put  the  fear  of 
God  into  them  and  rule  them  by  it  ?  Or  how  judge 
men  according  to  it  in  the  great  and  laft  day  ? 

One  more  proof  of  the  dodlrine  yet  remains, 
namely  the  inftances  of  this  quick  undemanding  in 
the  fear  of  God  thro’  the  whole  life  of  Chrift  on  the 
earth.  ^  The  hi f  cry  of  our  Lord’s  life  yields  us  ma¬ 
ny  evment  infiances  hereof,  yea  is  one  entire  in- 

fiance  of  it  from  his  early  childhood  to  the  hour 
of  his  death. 

The  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  grace,  of  knowledge 
and  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  refted  on  him,  and 
fhone  in  him,  fas  a  Shektnah  of  light  round  his 
temples;  even  while  a  child.  Luke  ii.  40.  And  the 
child  grew ,  and  waxed  ftrong  in  fpirit ,  filled  with 
wifdom ,  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him . 

b  When  he  was  twelve  years  old,  he  went  up  with 
his'parents  to  the  feaft  of  the  pafiover,  where  he 
gave  a  famous  proof  of  his  quick  underftanding 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Fhe  dolfors  in  the  temple 
were  then  afionifloed  at  his  underftanding  and  an  fivers. 
At  the  fame  time  he  anfwer’d  his  holy  mother  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  faid  to  her,  How  is  it 
that  ye  fought  me?  wifi  you  not  that  I  fhould  be  a- 
bout  my  Father's  bufinefs?  Which  words  exceeding- 
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ly  affefted  her ;  furpriz’d,  filenc’d  and  fatisfied  her ; 

and  fhe  kept  them  in  her  heart.  . 

When  he  came  to  John  to  be  baptijed  or  him, 

and  John  forbad  it,  faying,  I  have  need  to  he  bap- 
tifed  of  thee,  and  coined  thou  to  me?  with  how  quick 
an  underftanding  did  he  anfwer  him  ;  So  it  become 
me  to  fulfill  all  righteoufnefs.  Which  was  to  fay, 
that  altho’  he  was  indeed  as  John  meant,  the  fpot- 
lefs  lamb  of  God  that  came  to  take  away  the  fin 
of  the  world,  and  therefore  was  holy,  undefiled, 
and  feperate  from  finners  •,  and  therefore  could 
need  no  baptifm  for  himfelf,  as  the  fign  of  the  re- 
million  of  his  fins,  or  the  walhing  that  away  which 
was  not  in  him :  Yet  in  as  much  as  he  had  taken 
the  nature  of  finners,  and  was  come  into  the 
world  to  ftand  in  their  place  •,  to  be  made  fin  for 
them,  and  to  bear  their  fins ;  therefore  it  became 
him  to  be  baptifed,  which  was  one  fign  and  inftance 
of  his  bearing  our  fins.  John  underftood  not  be¬ 
fore  how,  why  the  fear  of  God  oblig’d  his  holy 
lamb  to  be  baptifed  with  the  baptifm  of  repentance 
for  the  remifiion  of  fin.  But  upon  this  difeovery 
he  immediately  yielded,  and  Jefus  was  baptifed  of 
him. 

Jefus  returned  from  Jordan  full  of  the  Holy  Ghojl , 
and  was  led  by  him  into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tempt¬ 
ed  of  the  devil:  There  it  appeared  glorioufly  that 
he  was  of  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  For  how  readily  did  he  anfwer  the  tempter 
in  all  his  fubtle  fuggeftions,  from  the  word  of  God? 
ftabbing  him  upon  every  onfet  with  the  fword  oj 
the  Spirit.  It  is  written ,  laid  he  ;  And  again,  it  is 
written.  So  he  anfwer’d  him  from  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  that  was  in  him  i  fhewing  the  law  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther  to  be  within  him,  in  the  molt  perfedl  under¬ 
ftanding  thereof ;  and  that  it  had  the  molt  perfect 
command  over  him,  Ah !  had  our  firft  parents. 
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("the  firft  Adam  in  his  integrity)  had  the  like  quick 
underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  they  had 
never  been  beguiled  by  the  ferpent :  And  had  the 
eletl  of  God  in  their  regenerate  life  the  like  quick 
underftanding  in  God’s  fear,  the  wiles  of  the  devil 
would  never  be  roo  hard  for  them. 

But  to  follow  our  holy  Saviour  into  his  publick 
life  and  miniftry  :  How  did  he  always  fhow  his 
knowledge  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  its  perpetual 
perfedt  government  in  him,  in  all  his  fermons,  in 
all  his  mighty  works,  in  all  his  converfations  and 
difcourfes,  in  all  he  faid,  and  in  all  he  did  ?  He 
taught  the  will  of  God  perfectly,  he  fpake  fo  as 
never  man  fpake,  he  convinc’d  his  enemies  of  his 
quick  underftanding  in  all  that  concern’d  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  duty  of  man.  The  pharifes  and 
fadducees  came  tempting  him,  fometimes  fawning 
on  him,  fometimes  facing  and  confronting  him  : 
He  endured  their  contradictions,  he  detedted  their 
hypocrifie,  anfwer’d  their  objections,  and  object¬ 
ed  to  them  and  they  could  not  anfwer,  but  went 
away  filenc’d  and  afham’d,  or  vext  and  imaged: 
While  the  honeft  and  unprejudic’d  faw  and  heard 
all  with  wonder  and  pleafure. 

By  this  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  God 
he  alfo  rebuked  them  that  loved  him,  when  fa  tan 
us’d  and  made  tools  of  ’em.  How  quick  was 
he  to  fee  fatan  in  ’em  ?  as  in  Peter ,  Mat.  xvi.  23., 
He  turned  and  [aid  to  Peter ,  get  thee  behind  me  fatan! 
thou  art  an  offence  to  me  ;  for  thou  favoureft  not  the 
things  that  be  of  God,  but  thofe  that  be  of  men.  Poor 
Peter  faw  nothing  of  fatan’s  hand  in  what  he  had 
faid  or  done:  Out  of  the  abundant  fondnefs  and 
Ipve  of  his  heart  he  had  fpoken,  as  he  thought  5 
and  to  be  told  that  the  devil  was  in  it,  was  ftrange 
indeed  to  him  :  So  flow  of  underftanding  are  we 
ip  the  fear  of  God*  while  we  truly  and  heartily 
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fear  and  love  him.  It  is  well  that  we  have  a  kind 
and  knowing  Lord  to  watch  for  us,  and  over  us  •, 
a  God  of  knowledge  by  whom  acuons  are 

WeiShave  already  faid  how  quick  of  undemanding 
in  the  fear  of  God  our  Lord  Jefus  was,  thio  the 
la  it  forrows  and  fufferings  ot  his  life..  By  this  h^. 
then  fear’d  io  much,  and  regulated  his  Lais  fo  ex- 
aftly  as  he  did  ,  praying  in  his  fears  with  a  Lrong 
faith  and  lively  love.  He  well  underftood,  what 
the  fear,  and  what  the  love  of  God  required  of 
In m  in  every  hour,  and  every  tiial  tnat  palled 
through.  He  endured  the  crofs  with  all  the  reve¬ 
rence  or  a  holy  Son,  bearing  a  Patheis  wiath,  in 
the  place  and  for  the  life  of  deed  Tinners  ;  that  his 
Father’s  holinefs  and  mercy  might  be  glorified  e- 
ternally  in  their  falvation.  f  ie  lurier  d  and  died 
without  a  thought  or  woid  amifs  \  He  cii-d  in  ms 
holy  fears ,  my  God ,  my  God ,  why  haft  thou  for fake n 
me!  and  then  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up 
the  ghoft  with  thofe  words  of  faith ?  Father ,  into 

thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit. 

Thefe  are  forne  of  the  recorded  inftances  of  that 
quick  understanding  in  the  fear  ol  God,  which 
appeared  in  the  holy  living  and  dying  of  our  Lord 
Jefus.  And  this  may  fuffice  for  the  proof  of  our 
doctrine ,  that  according  to  the  prophecy  in  the  text 
concerning  the  JVIe fiah  the  ion  of  D avi d ,  fo  our 
Lord  Jefus  was  made  of  ftick  underfunding  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord. 

And  now  let  us  confider  how  much  of  the  fph  it 
cf  glory  refted  herein 'on  our  blefled  Saviour  :  For? 

i.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  high  glory  of  the 
reasonable  creature,  even  ot  the  higheft  created 
irjfeellisrence.  It  is  the  honour  and  glory  of  angels 


and  men. 


The  angels  of  heaven  wear  this  crown 
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in  their  exalted  and  blifsful  date.  If  a.  vi.  i,  2,  , 
lja&  the  Lord  fitting  cn  his  throne ,  high  and  lifted 
?  ;  ajou[  U  flood  the  feraphims  covering  their  faces ; 
arnUne  cned  to  another,  holy, ,  holy ,  holy  is  the  Lord 

Man  was  made  but  a  little  lower  than  thefe  hea¬ 
venly  ipirits,  in  the  fame  image  and  W  of  God  • 
he  was  crowned  with  the  fame  honour,  which  was 
more  than  his  dominion  over  the  creatures,  the 
fecit- oi  him  put  on  them.  To  man  in  his  fallen 
date  it  is  juftly  faid,  I  he  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is 
wifdom  Jt  is  man’s  recovery  of  his  original  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  g  ory,  to  have  the  fear  of  God  re- 
uoied  in  his  foul.  And  this  is  the  blifs  and  glory 
of  all  the  Elders  about  the  throne  of  the  Lamb 
Shining  in  the  hkenefs  of  their  Lord,  his  fear  of  the 
Lord,  for  ever  and  ever ;  Rev.  iv.  10.  They  fall  down 
and  worfhtp  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
cajl  their  crowns  before  the  throne.  Thus  the  glory 
of  heaven  is  truly  reprefented  by  the  quicked  un- 
derdandmg  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the 

thered  rU  C  °  thlS  Perfe6t  8race  in  the  happy  fouls 


.  2*  On  the  other  hand,  the  laddiihonour,  fhame, 
infamy  and  miiery  of  creatures  lies  in  this,  a  be- 
ing  deditute  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Devils  are 
void  of  this  grace,  depriv’d  of  this  underdandino-, 
and  they  are  unclean  Ipirits  for  evermore.  The 
ferpent  is  fubtle,  but  not  wife.  The  fallen  ano-els 
are  become  fear lefs  dragons  of  the  deep.  They 
are  foul  fpirits,  fnritiial  filthinejfes,  becaufe  they 
fear  not  God.  So  man  faw  himfelf  naked,  and 
was  cover’d  with  fhame,  as  foon  as  he  Jod  the  fear 
of  the  Lord.  Not  to  fear  God  is  the  brand  of 
hell,  and  the  image  of  the  devil  upon  man.  Where 
Chrid  comes,  and  mercifully  eje&s  Satan,  he  puts 

his 
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hh  fear  into  the  finner’s  heart.  Read  the  infamy 
of  the  wicked,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  i .  ’There  is  no  tear  o 

God  before  lift  eyes. - If  then  the  fear  of  me 

Lord  be  the  glory  of  the  reafonable  cieature,  ant 
if  the  want  of  it  is  his  infamy  •,  then  it  was  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  to  be  of  quick  under- 

(landing  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

•  O .  It  is  a  divine  glory  to  be  the  author  and  finifti- 
er  of  this  grace  in  all  the  elect  ot  God,  m  all  that 
are  fanftified  and  faved.  This  is  Chrift  s  glory, 
Heb.  xii.  2.  Looking  unto  Jefus ,  who  n  the  author 
and  finijher  of  our  faith.  There  is  one  author  and 
finifher  both  of  the  fear  and  faith  of  faints.  This 
the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  them  •, 
even  the  grace  which  he  begins  and  fimlhes  m 


All  faints  are  in  their  meafure,  more  or  lets,  ot 
pood  underftanding  in  the  fear  ot  God  ;  Ghrit 
makes  them  fo  :  Of  his  fulnefs  they  all  receive  this 
crrace.  It  is  not  by  any  will  or  underftanding  o 
their  own  that  they  fear  God.  Lot  /,  will  every 
one  of  them  fay  s  but  the  grace  of  Chrift  in  me. 
Without  him  we  have  no  underftanding  ot  it,  no 
exercife  of  it  :  And  what  is  imperfeft  in  them,  is 
perfeft  in  Chrift,  and  muft  be  abfolutely,  perfectly, 
infinitely  afcribed  to  him.  Of  him,  and  through 
him ,  and  to  him  is  all  the/<w  ot  God  that  is  in  his 
faints  on  earth,  or  thofe  in  heaven  :  Lo  bun  there- 

fore  is  glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

No  angel  in  heaven,  nor  man  on  earth,  is  wor¬ 
thy  to  receive  this  glory,  nor  capable  ot  it.  But 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  of  the  angels  and  el¬ 
ders,  (lands  the  Lamb  that  was  (lain,  with  his  Je-cen 
eyes ,  his  quick  underftanding  •,  the  fevcn  fpirits  of 
God  fent  forth  into  all  the  earth ,  Rev.  v.  6.  He  has 
fent  forth  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  feven-fold  gifts  am. 
ora-ces,  in  his  moil  perfect  and  efle&ual  influences 
*  Y  2  and 


and  operations,  to  enlighten  and  fan  edify  Ids  e]c& 
n  every  part  and  age  of  the  world.  To  Urn be 
Jongs  this  glory  :  idie  Son  of  man  is  come,  and  has 
given  us  an  underflanding  to  know  and  fear  him 
that  is  holy.  Worthy  is  he  therefore  to  receive 

p.™er’  andA  vifdom,  and  flrength ,  and 

honour ,  and  glory  and  bleffihg. 

Lde  i.  see  the  true  glory%f  man.  To  man  he 

7  !  Jea?  cf  Uoe  Lord-,  that  is  wifdom.  This  is 
underfunding.  This  is  the  praife  and  renown  of 

Jcfleph ,  Ojadiab,  Neherniah ,  they  were  emi 

nent  for  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  }  m'' 

.  2-  Learn  what  God’s  work  of  grace  is  in  his  flints 
vvnat  th e  fruit  of  the  flpirit  is  in  them.  He  refts  on 

,  as  he  did  °”  Chrifc,  and  gives  them  an  un¬ 
derfunding  in  the  jear  of  the  Lord. 

T  Let  us  love,  honour,  and  learn  of  our  Lord 
Jems  ;  love  him  for  this,  that  he  feared  for  m 
and  came  to  teach  us  the  fear  of  the  Lord  :  ho¬ 
nour  him  for  this  grace  that  /hone  fo  glorious  in 
him  :  learn  of  him  thy  duty,  and  be  emulous  to 
be  as  he  was,  of  quick  underflanding  in  the  fear  of 
God-  So  let  your  love  abound  in  knowledge ,  and 
in  all  judgment  5  let  us  be  able  to  fry,  Walked  we. 
not  in  the  Janie  Jpiril,  and  in  the  Janie  jieps  ? 

4.  Let  us  bewail  it,  that  we  are  naturally  void 
of  the  fear  of  God,  and  fo  flow  of  heart  to  un- 
uerftand  it  :  And  let  us  go  to  Chrifl  for  his  holy 
jpmt,  to  enlighten  and  quicken  us  herein  ;  let  us 
ask  of  Chrifl:  this  good  and  perfedl  gift  ;  ]et  us 
eye  him  as  the  pattern  of  it,  and  look  to  him  as 
tne  author  of  it,  and  wait  on  him  as  the  finifner 
of  it  ;  let  us  go  to  him  to  teach  us  and  fove  us 
tne  fear  of  the  Lord.  Plead  before  him  thy  want 
and  open  thy  mouth  wide  that  he  would  fill  thee! 
Gototh tjehool  of  Chrifl ,  and  wait  at  wifdom’s  gates' 
to  learn  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  He  has  feat  his 

Tptrit , 
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fpirit ,  he  has  given  his  word ,  lie  he  has  inftituted 
his  ordinances ,  and  he  makes  the  offer  of  himfelf  to 
us,  in  all  his  offices  and  benefits  ;  and  all  to  teach 
us  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to  make  us  grow 
and  abound  in  this  grace. 

5.  Examine  your  felves  by  this  grace,  and  prove 
your  own  ftate  hereby  ;  what  is  my  under  (landing 
in  the  fear  of  God  ?  what  is  the  rule  and  power  of 
this  grace  in  you  ?  And  learn, 

1.  The  honour  and  happinefs  of  all  them  that  fear 
God.  Blejfed  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord : 
They  are  like  to  Chrift ,  conformed  to  him  ;  are  his, 
for  they  have  his  holy  fpirit  in  them.  Now  they  are 
the  children  of  God  •,  they  will  be  made  meet  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,  where  every 
one  has  a  quick  underfianding  in  the  fear  of  God; 
there  all  worfhip  with  covered  faces  ;  that  is  the 
work  and  fpirit  of  heaven. 

2.  The  wickednefs  and  mifery  of  all  them  that 
have  no  underfianding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  : 
God  has  withheld  from  them  wifdom:  They  are  con¬ 
trary  to  Chrift ,  odious  to  him,  and  have  no  part 
or  intereft  in  him.  He  will  never  fave ’em,  he  will 
judge,  condemn  and  punifh  them  ;  he  will  fay  to 
them,  I  know  you  not ,  depart  from  me . 

3.  Let  pious,  timerous,  fearing  chriftians  be  en¬ 
couraged.  Chrift  feared  under  the  imputation  of 
our  fins  to  him  ;  why  fhould  not  you  under  the 
burden  and  remains  of  it,  and  under  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  paft  guilts  and  power  of  it  ?  Chrift 
has  feared  ;  therefore  fear  not  ye  with  a  fear  of 
fervility  and  bondage  :  Fear  not ,  for  God  is  come 
down  that  his  fear  may  be  before  your  faces.  Fear  not 
ye,  for  I  know  that,  you  feck  JeJus  that  was  crucified. 
You  -fhould  be  delivered  from  the  fear  of  torment ; 
it  is  for  the  honour  of  Chrift  that  you  be  fo,  and 
it  his  will*  Would  you  make  his  fears  of  no  effect  ? 

God 
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God  forbid.  Let  your  faith  in  Chrift,  and  love  to 
him,  rebuke  and  check  your  inordinate  andunrea- 
fonable  fears  :  Pfal.  xlii.  5.  Why  art  thou  caft  down, 
0  my  foul ,  and  why  difquieted  within  me  ?  Your  du¬ 
ty  is  that  Rom*  xii.  12.  Rejoicing  in  hope,  patient, 
prayerful  Your  privilege  is  that  j  1  Pet.  i.  8.  In 
whom ,  though  now  we  fee  him  not,  yet  believing ,  ye 
rejoice ,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glorying . 
You  muft  thank  God  for  the  fears  of  Chrift,  and 
hold  f aft  the  rejoicing  of  hope  to  the  end.  By  the 
refurre Elion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead ,  believers 
are  deliver’d  from  the  dreadful  fears  of  wrath,  and 

are  begotten  to  the  lively  hope  of  glory.  - *  Yet 

think  not,  that  becaufe  Chrift  has,  feared  believers 
ought  riot  to  fear  at  all  :  Think  not  that  fear  is  in- 
confident  with  true  faith.  No  *,  tho’  there  may 
be  an  excefs  of  fear  in  true  believers,  yet  a  filial  fear 
muft  be  always  ruling  in  them  :  Blejfed  and  only 
bleffed  is  the  man  that  fear eth  always . 

6.  Learn  one  fpecial  accomplifhment  of  magi- 
ft rates  and  minifters  for  their  places,  and  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  ;  name¬ 
ly,  a  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Is 
this  the  accomplifhment  of  the  King  of  the  church, 
and  of  the  Judge  of  the  world  ?  Let  kings  and  judges 
of  the  earth  kifs  the  Son ,  and  learn  this  of  him,  to 
be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord .  In  order  to 
which,  let  them  get  a  quick  underftanding  in  this 
grace  ^  for  he  that  belt  underftands  it  will  (other 
things  equalj  make  the  beft  ruler .  See  Ifa.xxx ii. 

b  h  4“ 

In  like  manner,  minifters  are  never  qualified  for 
the  duties  of  their  facred  function,  without  a  good 
underftanding  in  this  grace  and  duty,  God's  fear . 
How  fhall  they  teach  the  fear  of  the  Lord  to  others  ? 
How  fhall  they  pray  and  preach  in  God’s  fear  ?  how 
fhall  they  be -examples  of  it  ?  or  how  hope  to  be  the  in- 

ft  rumen  if 
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ftruments  in  the  hand  of  the  fpirit ,  to  beget  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  fear  of  God  in  others ;  if  they  do  not  fhine 
in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  it  themfelves  ? 
How  fhall  they  approve  themfelves  to  be  minifters  of 
Cbrijl ,  if  the  fpirit  of  knowledge  and  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  do  not  reft  on  them,  as  it  did  on  Him. 

7.  Let  us  give  glory  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  *,  he  is  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underftanding,  of  counfel  and 
might,  of  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  God.  The 
moft  glorious  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  here  on  earth 
was  this  in  my  text,  His  refting  on  the  Man  Cbrijl 
Jefus t  and  making  him  of  quick  underftanding  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.  His  next  moft  glorious  work 
is  his  refting  upon  the  members  of  Chrift,  and  ma¬ 
king  them  like  their  Lord  in  this  wifdom  and  grace. 
Let  us  believe  in  the  Holy  Gbojl  as  the  eternal  Spi¬ 
rit,  one  in  effence  and  glory  with  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  Let  us  go  to  him  to  work  in  us  the  fear 
of  God,  to  enlighten  us  with  the  knowledge  of 
this  grace,  to  put  it  into  us,  to  quicken  us  by  it, 
to  unite  our  hearts  to  fear  his  name ,  to  make  us 
knowing  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  For  this  we 
fhould  be  praying  in  the  Holy  Gbojl ,  keeping  our 
[elves  in  the  love  of  God. 

8.  And  laftly.  In  our  folemn  remembrance  of 
Chrift  at  his  holy  table ,  let  us  endeavour  after  a 
quick  and  lively  exercife  of  this  grace  •,  this  bleft 
fed  and  holy  fear.  Let  our  underftanding  in  it 
bring  us  to  the  table  of  Chrift,  and  there  let  us  be 
in  this  gracious  fpirit.  There  let  us  remember  the 
fears  of  Chrift,  when  he  bare  our  fins  upon  the 
tree  *,  and  lurely  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  do  this 
without  the  moft  awful  dread  of  the  di\  7ine  Maje- 
fly,  holinefs  and  wrath.  Now  fay  to  your  own 
fouls,  and  lay  unto  Chrift,  I  will  come  into  t by  houfe 
m  the  multitude  of  thy  mercy ,  and  in  thy  fear  I  will 
worjhip  toward  thy  holy  temple.  Let  faith  work  now 

by 


AW' 


,  • 


:  i  i  -  •‘-x  ■ 


I  k 


1 6oChri/l  of  quick  under (landing ,&c. 

hy  fear  as  well  as  love  •,  they  both  become  us  as  pe^ 
nitent  finners,  and  God  has  |oin’d  them.  Thy 
quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  is 
the  way  to  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  Let  us 
w or fh ip  with  profirate  fouls,  as  Chrijl  did  in  the 
day  or  his  fears  ;  and  may  we  be  heard  as  he  was  ; 
heard  in  our  fears  and  cries,  becaufe  He  has  fear’d 
and  pray’d  for  us. 
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SERMON  XII. 


C  h rist  the  Dejire  of  all 

Nations. 


H  AG  G  A I  II.  y . 

And  the  define  of  all  nations  Jhall  come. 


Firft  PART. 


H  E  words  are  part  of  a  very  famous 
prophecy  refpedting  the  perfon  and 
coming  of  the  Mejfiah .  It  is  prophe- 
fied  and  promifed,  that  he  fhould  come 
into  that  fecorul  temple  which  was  now  in 
building,  and  whicli  was  as  nothing  in  their  eyes, 
who  had  feen  the  glory  of  the  former  houfe.  Where - 
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foie  to  comfort  and  encourage  thefe  dejedled  build - 
tfs’>  and  to  (Lengthen  their  hands,  which  were  rea¬ 
dy  to  hang  down,  the  Prophet  comes  to  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  fays,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of 
hojh,  yet  once ,  it  is  a  little  while ,  and  I  will  fihake  the 
heazens ,  and  the  earth ,  and  the  fea  and  the  dry  land* 
ivid  I  will  Jhake  ail  nat ions ,  and  the  define  Gf  all  nations 
Jloall  ccme ,  and  I  will  fill  this  houfie  with  glory ,  faith 
the  Lord  of  hojls :  —  The  glory  of  this  latter  houfe 
fijall  be  greater  than  of  the  former ,  faith  the  Lord  of 
hofts  ;  and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace ,  faith  the 
1*01  d  of  hojls.  Nothing  could  be  faid  more  gracious , 
and  yet  like  folemn  majeftic  and  awful ,  than  thefe 
words.  How  often  is  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts 
put  mto  them  ?  to  fignify  unto  them  the  weight,  and 
afi'uie  em  of  the  performance,  both  of  the  promile 
and  the  threatning.  And  accordingly  God  flsook 
the  nations  dreadfully  ;  the  arms  of  Greece  over-ran 
the  Perfian  Empire,  in  the  ravages  of  Alexander  the 
great*,  and  then  the  Roman  armies  (wallow’d  up  the 
feveral  divilions  of  the  Grecian  conquefts;  and  after¬ 
ward  God  gave  peace  to  the  world,  and  the  defire  of 
nil  nations  came ;  even  Cbrift  the  Prince  of  peace. 
He  came  into  the  fecond  temple  and  taught  in  it,  and 
by  his  bodily  prefence,  his  dodtrine  and  his  mi¬ 
racles,  he  filled  that  houfie  with  glory  ;  as  the  Lord 
had  faid. 

But  I  propofe  only  to  confider  the  fty le,  name 
and  character,  here  given  of  this  eminent  and  glori¬ 
ous  perfion:  the  defire  of  all  nations .  It  is  a  name  above 
every  name,  Inch  as  became  the  Son  of  God  and  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  to  take.  And  it  gives  us  an 
illuftrious  doblrine , 

Abe  Mcffiah ,  Jefus  Cbrift ,  is  the  defire  of  all  na¬ 
tions. 

I  mean  not  to  prove  that  he  is  the  Mefiiahr  but 
only  that  being  fo  he  h  worthy,  of  this  glory,  and  that 
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in  faff  lie  ever  was,  is  and  will  be  toe  defire  of  all  na¬ 
tions. 

I  The  firft  of  thefe  heads  is  a  very  glorious  ti  nt  n, 
that  the  Meifiah ,  Jefus  Chrijl ,  is  worthy,  to  be  the 
defire  of  all  nations,  and  ought  to  be  To.  IV ort-hy  is 
the  Lamb  to  receive  this  honour,  and  glory  and  blejfmg. 

And  here  I  (hall  confider,  what  a  glory  this  implies 
and  is  in  it  fell,  and  how  worthy  Chrijl  is  of  this  glo- 

ry. 

i.  How  great  a  glory  this  is  in  it  felf,  to  be  the 
■defire  of  all  nations.  Defire  is  of  the  foul ;  it  is  all  the 
foul;  and  when  it  cometh  it  is  a  tree  of  life,  all  a 
man’s  happinefs,  the  foul  of  man  can  have  no  more, 
nor  render  any  more,  than  its  define. 

Who  then  but  God  only,  and  his  Chrijl,  fhould 
be  our  defire?  and  the  defire  of  nations  of  men?  and 
of  all  the  nations  ?  that  is  to  fay,  of  all  the  fouls  or 
perfons  that  are  in  every  nation  under  heaven. 

Truly  it  is  too  great  a  thing  for  any  meer  man ,  or 
meer  creature  to  be  our  defire  ;  abfolutely  fpeaking, 
as  my  text  fpeaks.  The  mold  defireable  of  created 
objedds,  vifible  or  invifible,  is  not  the  objedd  of  l'uch 
defire.  Not  Gabriel  or  Michael,  who  itartd  iii  the 
prefence  of  God,  and  are  imployed  by  him  foi  out 
benefit,  may  claim  this  grand  refpedd  and  honour 
from  us.  It  were  to  fall  down  and  worjhip  them, 
which  they  would  vehemently  forbid;  fee  thou  do  it 
Hot.  It  were  idolatry  to  make  the  mod  excellent  crea¬ 
ture  our  defire.  This  is  only  due  to  God;  infinitely 
perfect  in  himfelf  and  infinitely  good  to  us,  Out  whole 
and  only  happinefs.  All  our  defire  is  due  to  him  a- 
lone. 

Our  defire  fpeaks  all  our  mind  and  heart,  our  foul 
and  ftrength,  which  is  God’s  claim  anil  right,  his 
firft  and  great  commandment.  Mat.  xxii.  38.  The 
united  define:  of  all  the  finis  in  all  the  tidlm'S  of  men 
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on  earth,  and  of  all  the  angels  that  are  in  heaven, 

x  ong  to  God,  and  are  his  juft  tribute  from  his  rea- 
lonable  creatures. 

What  more  doth  the  Lord  our  God  require  of  us, 
or  what  more  can  we  render,  than  our  beft  defires  to 
his  name  and  glory?  Ifai.  xxvi.  8.  Tie  defire  of 
cur  foul  is  to  thy  name  and  to  the  remembrance  of 
thee  -,  with  my  foul  have  /  defined  thee  in  the  night 
ana  with  my  fjint  within  me  will  J  feek  thee  early. 
1  he  whole  ftrength  of  the  foul’s  devotion  is  here  ex- 
.  prefled.  The  mind  and  heart  of  man  can  do  no 
more  tor  the  glorifying  God.  2  Cbron.  xv.  i  ^ 
7  hey  fought  him  with  their  whole  dejire. 

.  ^Vhen  Samuel  ft gf lifted  to  Saul  God’s  defignation  of 
him  to  the  greateft  dignity,  he  Lid  to  him,  On  whom 
‘ ;  ft-l  toe  dejire  of  Ijrael?  is  it  not  on  thee?  truly  the 
the  dominion  of  the  ivlejfah,  the  kingdom  and  die  ^lo¬ 
ry,  is  given  us  in  thefe  words —the  defire  of  all  nati¬ 
ons.  Our  homage  and  fubjebtion  to  the  great  God  is 
in  our  defires  to  his  will  and  glory. 

.And  he  that  is  tne  oojebt  of  our  laft  dejire,  is  to  be 
fure  die  object  of  our  higheft  happinefs  and  laft  fe¬ 
licity. ^  Plalm  lxxiii.  25.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
out  thee?  and  there  is  nothing  on  earth  I  defire  befide 
thee.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  This  is  all  my  falvation  and 
all  my  dejire.  What  can  God  do  more  for  us,  than 
to  place  his  define  on  us,  or  to  give  us  our  defires  in 
iiimfelf  ?  Canf.vu.  10.  I  am  my  beloved’s,  and  his 
dejire  is  toward  me.  Pfal.  xxi.  2.  In  thy  falvation 
how  greatly  [hall  he  rejoice  ?  for  thou  haft  granted  him 
his  heart’s  define.  ' 

1  his  is  the  fenfe  and  language  of  die  fcriptures  of 
God  about  a  man’s  defines.  Say  now  how  great  a  thing 
i-'  the  religious  deftreof  a  fugle  foul  toward  the  bleflfed 
God  and  his  drift  !  and  much  more  the  defires  of  a 
nation  of  thefe  fouis  and  fpirits!  and  yet  more,  of 
the  nations  of  them  that  have  been,  or  fnall  be,  thro’ 

all 
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all  the  ao-es  of  the  world;  in  times  paft  and  in  thofe 
to  come !  How  great  and  glorious  a  thing  is  this  \  pro¬ 
per  to  the  infinite  God  only,  and  meet  to  be  render’d 
to  him!  the  heart  of  man  cannot  conceive  of  any 
thing  greater  than  this:  it  is  the  utmoft  glory  that 
can  be  given  to  God  from  this  earth  of  ours..  Yet 
to  be  fure  it  is  the  right  of  God  from  the  nations  oi 
men;  all  whom  his  hands  have  formed,  and  his  hands 
uphold  and  feed;  and  all  whom  he  has  made  fouls 
with  vail  defires  to  place  upon  himfelf,  and  in  him- 
felf  alone  to  find  a  iatisfying  good,  a  ipiritual  and  e~ 
verlafhng  portion:  all  whom  he  has  made  of  one 
blood ,  that  they  Jhould  feek  after  him ,  if  haply  they 
?nay  find  him  ;  for  in  him  they  live  and  move  and  have 
their  being ;  and  he  giveth  to  them  all  life  and  breath 
and  all  things.  Aft.  xvii.  26,  28. 

Having  thus  meditated  a  little  how  vafl  a  thing  it 
is  in  the  kingdom  of  grace  to  be  the  defire  of  all  nations, 
a  glory  worthy  of  the  fupreme  and  ever-bleffed 
God;  I  am  come  to  fay 

2.  How  worthy  Chrift  is  of  this  glory.  It  is  the 
Meffiati s  right,  who  is  the  Lamb  in  the  midjl  of  the 
throne  of  God.  It  is  but  jufiice  to  him,  and  the 
rendering  to  him  his  due.  God  has  put  this  honour 
upon  him,  and  made  him  moft  blefied  for  ever.  It 
is  due  to  his  nature,  due  to  his  offices,  due  to  him 
on  the  account  of  his  infinite  benefits  to  mankind. 
He  is  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  doth  for  them, 
all  that  which  fhould  render  him  their  fupreme  deiirc. 
The  name  of  God  is  in  him,  even  the  nature  of  God, 
and  the  benefits  of  God  are  done  to  us  by  him.  The 
Scriptures  of  God,  thro’  both  t  eft  aments ,  hold  him 
forth  to  us  the  rightful  object  of  all  the  defire  of  all 
the  earth. 

i.Th  t  Godhead  of  Chrift  claims  this  glory  from  us, 
as  bis  right  and  due.  It  is  becaufe  he  is  truly  GW, 
and  God  with  us ,  our  Immanuel ,  and  one  with  the 
*  "  Father , 
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Father ,  God  manifefi  in  the  flefh  \  that  he  is  and 
ought  to  b t  the  define  of  the  nations .  It  is  becaufe  he 
is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ,  and  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  perfon ,  by  whom  God  made  the  worldy 
and  all  the  nations  of  men  in  it,  Hebr.  i.  2.  If  he  were 
not  the  only -begot  ten  of  the  Father  and  without  robbery 
equal  with  God ,  this  glory  might  not  be  afcribed  to 
him,  the  defire  of  all  nations .  God  cannot  give  it  to 
another  ;  but  who  can  deny  his  right,  who  is  one  in 
Godhead  with  the  Father  ?  He  has  therefore  com¬ 
manded,  that  all  men  do  honour  the  Son  even  as  they 
honour  himfelf,  John  v.  23.  He  that  has  the  defire 
of  all  nations  has  this  honour.  The  honour  is  not 
fo  great  but  Chrifi  is  greater. 

2.  The  glorious  offices  and  benefits  of  Chrifi:  de¬ 
clare  him  worthy  to  be  the  defire  of  all  nations. 
He  is  the  prophet ,  priejl  and  king  of  all  nations, 
the  gift  of  God  to  all  nations  of  men  for  their  fal- 
vation  ;  the  light  of  the  world  and 'the  Saviour  of 
the  eledl  in  all  nations :  he  is  made  of  God  unto  all 
that  believe  in  him  in  all  the  nations  of  men,  wif- 
domy  right eoufnefs,  fanSlification  and  redemption .  O 
if  the  nations  knew  this  gift  of  God  unto  them, 
they  would  center  all  their  defire  on  him  !  All fpi- 
ritual  bleffings  in  heavenly  places  are  of  him,  and 
from  him  to  us,  and  what  more  can  living  fouls 
defi  re  ?  All  things  thou  car.ft  defire  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  him.  Name  you  ten  thoufand  ob- 
jefts  of'  defire  to  mortal  man,  and  they  are  all  in 
Chrifi,  or  he  is  more  than  they  all.  The  nations 
can  defire  nothing  beyond  the  bleffings  provided 
in  Chrifi  for  them,  and  offered  to  them  through 
him. 

Would  they  defire  God  to  be  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himfelf  \  not  imputing  to  them  their  trefpaffies  ? 
they  find  this  in  Chrifi.  .  Would  finners  defire  a 
place  for  repentance  ?  Chrifi  is  come  to  call  them  to 
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and  is  exalted  a  prince  and  Saviov.i  to  give  it* 
Would  the  rebel  nations  defire  a  proclamation,  from 
heaven  of  pardon  and  forgivenefs  unto  all  that  re¬ 
pent?  Chrift  has  commanded  it  to  be  preached  in 
his  name  among  all  nations .  Would  depraved  men 
defire  renovation ,  holinefs  and  fandfification  ?  of 
the  fulnefs  that  is  in  Chrift  they  may  receive,  and  s 
grace  for  grace .  Would  mortal  man  define  deliver¬ 
ance  from  deaths  (fpiritual  and  eternal,  and  alfo 
bodily)  and  the  recovery  of  a  bleffed  immortality 
both  in  foul  and  body?  behold  it  is  obtained  for  us 
by  the  rifen  ftejus ,  who  is  the  rejurrehlion  and  the  life . 
—  Thus  all  that  fmful  men  can  need  or  crave  is 
found  in  Chrift  (aft  who  is  therefore  the  worthy  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  defire  of  all  people. 

II.  I  come  now  to  confider  the  thing  in  fa3v 
Chrift  ever  has  been,  is  and  will  be  the .define  of  all 
nations.  Not  only  is  he  fo  de  jure  and  of  right, 
but  alfo  de  faSto ,  he  is  the  attual  defire  -  of  th d  eleft 
out  of  all  nations  ;  of  thofe  that  are  chojren  and  called 
and  faithful  in  all  the  nations. 

The  text  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  matter  of  faff,  f, a  thing 
true  in  ftory  before  Haggai'.s  time  that  the  Mejftab 
had.  been  and  no  as  then  the  defire  ot  the  nations-,  and 
it  fuppofes  of  him  that  he  would  be  lo  in  times  to* 
come,  and  at  ■  the  time  of  his  coming  *,  The  defire  of 
all.  the  nations  fhall  come. 

But  it  is  needful  to  limit  the  truth  before  us;  and 
the  limits  of  it  are  in  one  word  *,  namely,  fo  far  ns 
the  true  religion  has  been ,  is  or  fhall  be  known,  pro- 
feffed  and  praffifed  among  the  nations  fo.  far  and  no 
farther  is  it  true  in  faff,  that  Chrift  is,  has  .been  or 
will  be  the  deft  re  of  the  nations.  So  far  as  Chrift- 

(rf)  2  Cor.  v.  19.  A&s  v.  30  Luke  xxiv»>  47*  Johai.  16. 
xi .  25. 
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is  known  by  any,  fo  far  only  can  he  be  the  acknow- 
edged  object  of  defire :  fo  far  as  he  is  pncfejfed  amono* 
men,  he  is  the  declared  objeft  of  their  defire  :  and  fo 
tar  as  the  religion  of  Chrift  is,  has  been  or  fhall  be 
pi  act  is  d  and  obeyed  among  men,  in  one  nation  or 
another,  fo  tar  only  is  he  really  and  truly  the  defire 
ot  fouls  or  perfons. 

The  nations  that  never  heard  of  him  have  not, 
could  not  delire  him.  And  as  many  as  have  heard 
ot  him,  but  by  infidelity  or  irreligion  defpife  and 
reject  him  ;  thele  fee  no  beauty  in  him  for  which 
they  fliould  defire  him.  Chrift  is  not  the  defire  of 
the  wicked,  the  unbelieving  and  impenitent,  how 
much  foever  they  may  profefs  and  call  him  fo  with 
tiieir  kps,  or  in  their  hearts  think  that  he  ought  to 
be  fo.  In  all  the  nations  and  families  profefimo-  the 
name  and  truths  of  Chrift,  and  the  laws  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  too  many  are  practical  defpifers  of  him  ;  al- 
tho*  with  their  mouth  they  declare  him  to  be  the 
worthy  objed:  of  the  defires  ot  all  fouls  thro’  the 

whole  world,  and  in  their  confciences  may  think 
him  to  be  fo. 

.Having  in  thefe  few  words,  limited  the  lenfe 
wherein  we  muft  underftand  the  text  to  fpeak  of 
thrift  as  the  define  of  the  nations ,  I  come  to  the  proof 
of  th efatt,  that  he  is  fo,  has  been  fo,  and  will  be  fo. 

And  firft  I  fliail  prove  that  he  ever  has  been  fo 
from  the  beginning  ot  the  world :  fecondly ,  that  he 
now  is  fo :  and  thirdly ,  that  he  will  be  fo  to  the  end 
ot  the  world,  even  to  his  fecond  coming. 

I.  The  Lord  Meffiah  or  Chrift  ever  has  been  the 
define,  of  the  families  and  nations  of  men  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  unto  this  day.  And,  i.  He 
was  fo  in  the  days  before  the  flood.  2.  In  all  the 
days  fince  the  flood. 
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I.  In  all  the  days  before  the  flood ,  even  fronmhe 
day  of  Adam's  going  out  of  paradise  ;  where  God 
had  made  the  revelation  to  him  or  a  feed  of  the  wo- 
man ,  the  Saviour  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord.  "We 
have  but  one  authentick  hiftory,  to  which  we  muft 
go  and  whereon  we  may  depend,  for  the  proof  and 
evidence  of  the  truth  before  us ;  and  We  need  no  o- 
ther  *,  even  the  fcriptures  of  the  old  and  new  tefl ament * 
Thefe  we  muft  flearch ,  for  they  teftify  of  Chrift , 
that  he  ever  was  the  defire  of  the  nations. 

God  held  him  forth  to  our  firft  parents  in  their 
fallen  ftate,as  the  firft  and  chief  objedt  of  their  defire ; 
a  bleffed  and  glorious  feed  that  fhould  break  the  fer- 
pent'shead .  Gen.  iii.  15.  Immediately  the  defires 
of  Adam  and  Eve  fixt  on  him,  we  muft  fuppofe, 
as  their  Saviour.  For  no  doubt  but  God  explain’d 
this  promife  to  Adam,  and  gave  him  that  clear  and 
diftindt  underftanding  of  it  as  was  necellary  to  his 
falvation :  and  this  begat  in  him  and  in  our  firft 
mother  a  religious  and  vaft  defire  of  fo  great  and 
needed  a  bleiTmg.  Some  think  that  Eve  expected 
him  to  come  prefently,  haftening  in  her  eager  wifhes 
and  imagination  the  thing  fhe  moft  defir’d  and 
long’d  for:  and  that  as  foon  as  fhe  embrac’d  her 
firft-born  fon  fhe  hop’d  that  fhe  had  gotten  the  man 
the  Lord :  (but  he  prov’da  Cain.) 

And  as  we  muft  needs  fuppofe  our  firft  parents 
to  have  earneftly  defired  this  bleffed  feed,  fo  to  be 
fure  they  inftrudted  their  fons  and  daughters  diligent¬ 
ly  in  the  define  of  this  bleifing,  and  to  truft  in  him 
for  falvation.  What  God  had  reveal’d  to  them  they 
fail’d  not  to  teach  unto  their  children,  and  as  far 
as  they  could,  infpir’d  into  them  the  defires  which 
they  felt  in  their  own  fouls.  And  as  the  firft  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  grew  up  and  branch’d  into  families,  no 
doubt  but  the  promis'd  feed  was  the  fingular  and 
firft  objedt  of  their  defire.  They  defir’d  to  be  the 
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pa> ents  and  ancejlors  of  this  feed;  or  which  is  great- 
t-r  and  better,  to  be  faved  by  him. 

r  F°r  fixing  their  defires  on  him,  and  for  the 
drawing  forth  their  defires  to  him,  and  for  their 
exprefijing  thefe_  defires,  God  appointed  them  the 
way  of  worfhiping  him  by  facrifices.  He  had  told  ’em 
tnat  the  fitted  of  the  woman  fhould  have  his  h col 
bruifed-,  and  no  doubt  but  he  let  them  into  the 
meaning  of  it  in  the  dying  of  Chrift ,  his  offering 
his  life  a  facrifice  and  ranfom  for  fouls :  and  now 

in  the  facrifices  which  they  offer’d,  he  direded  them 

to  look  by  faith  and  with  great  define  unto  a  fitcri- 
ficed  Saviour. 

^  This  was  the  excellency  of  Abel's  offering ,  which 
God  had  refpedl  unto  becaufe  of  his  faith  in  and 
defines  unto  the  ficrificed  feed  that  was  to  come. 
And  it  was  the  want  of  this  faith  and  holy  defire  in 
Cain ,  that  was  the  caufe  of  God’s  having  no  refined 
to  him  and  to  his  offering.  This  was  the  fin  that 
lay  at  his  door,  lie  had  not  like  holy  defires  after 
fahation  thro’  the  death  of  the  promis’d  feed ,  as  Abel 
brought  before  the  Lord.  Add,  that  when  Cain  faw 
his  offering  rejeded,  he  knew  thereby  that  he  was 
not  to  be  die  parent  of  the  promifed  feed:  andpoffi- 
bly  that  which  inrag’d  him  againft  Abel  was,  that 
he  now  look’d  upon  him  as  deftin’d  unto  that  ho¬ 
nour  ;  wherefore  he  role  up  againft  him  and  flew  him. 
And  when  afterward  he  went  out  of  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord ,  Ire  and  his  pofterity  abandon'd  that  bleffed 
hope ,  the  defire  of  the  Meffiah ,  which  God  ifad  laid 
.is  the  bans  and  foundation  of  pure  and  true  religi¬ 
on. 

But  tire  define  op  the  promifed  feed  burnt  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Seth,  that  godly  feed  inftead  of  Abel ;  that 
houlliold  of  faith  and  worfhip.  This  was  the  line 
whereof  Chrift  was  to  come ;  and  the  names  and 
ages  of  that  Angle  line  are  therefore  prelerv’d  unto 
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us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  while  the  other  families  of  the 
earth  are  palled  by. 

That  which  brought  on  theutter  degeneracy  of  the 
old  world,,  was  the  inter-marrying  of  many  branches 
of  the  families  of  religion  with  thofe  that  were  irre¬ 
ligious.  And  there  is  not  a  furer  and  fhorter  way 
than  this  to  lofe  religion  out  of  the  world,_  and  to 
bring  on  irreligion  and  ungodlinefs.  For  by  this  means 
the  families  which  had  before  liv’d  on  the  hope  and 
defire  of  the  promis’d  feed,  prefently  loft  it,  and  a 
flood  of  ungodlinefs  broke  in  upon  the  taking  away 
this  only  bank  and  foundation  of  faith  and  worfhip. 

Thus  thro’  all  the  days  before  the  flood,  Chrift 
was  the  defire  of  the  pious  and  Godly  in  all  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  men. 


* 
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Nations. 


H  A  G  G  A I  ii.  J. 

And  the  dejire  of  all  nations  Jhedl  come. 


Second  PART. 


*  N  all  the  days  fince  the  floods  the 

MeJJiah  has  been  the  defire  of  the  na- 


I  P*  /w/w.  And  here  the  times  muft  be 
divided,  i,  From  Noah  to  Abra - 
6  ham.  2.  From  Abraham  to  Mofes . 
3.  From  Mofes  to  David .  4.  From  David  to  the 
coming  o{  Jefus.  5.  From  the  afcenfion  of  our  Lord 
7 fits  down  to  our  own  times.  1.  From 
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i .  From  the  days  of  Noah  to  Abraham  the  MeJJiah 

was  the  delire  of  the  nations. 

No  doubt  Enoch  and  Methufelah  and  Lamech 
knew  themfelves  to  be  the  happy  anceftors  of  this 
bleffed  feed.  When  Noah  was  born  Lamech  fpake 
of  him  by  infpiration  and  faid,  Gen.  v.  29.  ‘This 
fame  Jhall  comfort  us  concerning  our  work  and  toil  of 
our  hands ,  becaufe  of  the  ground  which  the  Lord  hath 
curfed.  Lamech  probably  might  think  of  the  Meffi- 
ah  himfelf,  the  deliverer  from  the  curfe ;  but  God 
meant  only  an  eminent  Ty pc  of  him  >  a  S  aviour  of 
his  own  houfe  in  the  day  when  the  curfe  fhould  devour 
the  earth  by  a  flood  of  water,  and  the  father  of  a 
new  world.  The  prophets  fearched  diligently ,  yet 
they  did  not  always  know,  the  things  and  times 
which  the  fpirit  of  Chrijl  in  them  did  fignify,  1  Petei 
i.  11. 

Noah  to  be  fure  knew  himfelf  to  be  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  bleffed  feed  to  come.  He  preached 
faith  in  him,  and  the  defire  of  him  to  his  three  font. 
When  Ham  faw  his  father’s  nakednefs  it  is  to  be 
fear’d  that  he  mock’d  at  the  promife  of  fuch  a  glorious 
feed  from  thofe  loins.  This  might  be  the  dreadful 
crime  which  brought  upon  him  his  father’s  curfe.  For 
Noah  afted  herein  not  l'o  much  as  a  father ,  as  a 
prophet  of  God,  who  revealed  to  him  the  at! ions  of 
his  fons  while  he  flept,  and  from  what  principles 
they  had  abled.  He  faw,  I  fappofe,  the  infidelity 
and  irreligion  of  Ham ,  together  with  the  faith  and 
hope  and  defire  of  Shan  and  Japheth ,  in  what  they 
had  done.  This  interpretation  gives  us  a  high  and 
awful  idea  of  the  crime  of  Ham ,  in  a  matter  of 
thehigheft  importance  to  mankind,  and  to  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God  in  their  falvation.  Curfed  be  Canaan  (faid 
he)  with  a  holy  and  juft  indignation.  Not  fo 
jnuch,  as  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  he  had  irreverently 
mock’d  at  his  earthly  father’s  nakednefs  and  wine. 
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fl'nelfT  ffMfaulf]en°Vgh  ;  but  becaufe  he  had  pro- 

ilinnM  C°  1  C  t-h°ught  of  a  divine  feed  that 

ihould  proceed  from  fuch  loins. 

t1,  fanie  reafon  Noah  Hefted  them,  and  (as  I 

L  \  'p  declar  dhim  to  be  the  father  of  the  Meftah 

fSLftr  \  Gi  0ffem[  faid  he’  ^Canaan 

j,.  all  be  bis  fervant  So  when  the  promife  was  Hven 
to  Abraham  that  he  Ihould  be  the  father  of  tbe°Mef 

-  l^n  “  himfelf  the  Lord  God  of  Abra- 

As  for  pious  Japheth ,  whofe  defires  were  like 
ms  brothers  to  the  promifed  feed ,  God  promis’d  to 

I  ar,Y  1II1T1’  fnc  to  bring  his  pofterily  into  the 
dm  ban  church.  Thus  the  firft  thin-  L  the  new 
wend  is  Chrift  the  define  of  the  fans  of  Noah  "  and 
lo  of  all  the  nations  that  were  to  fpring  of  them. 

V oa}.  J.Ived  three  hundred  years  after  the  flood, 
and  this  is  almoft  the  only  thing  recorded  of  him 
and.  of  his  family:  furely  becaufe  of  its  afped  on 

f  brf\  °,n  ,?us  rock  ls  laid  the  religion  of  rnan- 
kind  thro  all  generations;  for  in  him  all  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  earth  are  blefled. 

In  the  xi.  Chapter  of  Genefis  we  have  the  line 
and  genealogy  from  Shem  to  Abraham ,  as  the  fepa- 
rate  and  favourite  family  of  all  the  earth ;  becaufe 
there  was  this  Hefting  in  it,  even  Chrift.  He  was 

eminently  the  deft  re  and  expectation  of  that  holy 
family.  -  J 

2.  From  Abraham  to  Mofes's  time,  Chrift  was 
the  aeftre  of  all  the  godly  among  the  nations.  In¬ 
deed  we  know  but  of  few,  befides  the  family  of 
Abraham ,  that  were  godly  thro’  this  period.  Mel - 
chizcdek  was  before  Abraham  and  contemporary 
with  him,  an  eminent  and  illuftrious  type  of  Chrift 
Job  liv’d,  it  may  be,  in  the  time  o flfaac  or  7a- 
,0',i  >n'd  he  fpake  of  his  living  Redeemer ,  whom 
he  hop’d  to  fee  in  his  raifed  body.  The  Mejfiab 


of  all  A Tat  ions.  i8* 

was  doubtlefs  the  defire  and  hope  of  thefe  families 
of  religion ;  and  many  fuch  there  might  be  like 
the  friends  of  Job.  But  in  Abraham  and  his  feed  a 
new  proof  commences,  refpe&ing  Chrift  the  define  oj 
the  godly ,  and  the  b l effing  to  all  nations.  # 

Ic°  was  the  love  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion 
that  made  iferah  the  father  of  Abraham  leave  his 
country  and  people.  The  knowledge  and  defire 
of  the  Meffiah  was  doubtlefs  preferv’d  in  this  fa¬ 
mily.  When  God  called  Abraham  to  go  he  knew 
not  whither,  he  needed  great  motives  and  aigu- 
ments,  and  God  richly  furnifh  d  him  herewith  in 
that  one  promife  and  affurance  to  him,  that  he 
fhould  be  a  bleiring,  and  that  in  his  feed  all  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  earth  fhould  be  bleffied ,  Genefis  xii.  3* 
xxii.  18. 

In  this  promife  Abraham  had  all  his  falvation  and 
all  his  defire.  He  underftood  the  mercy  promifed, 
that  the  Meffiah  fhould  fpring  from  his  loins.  He 
fed  and  liv’d  upon  this  promife,  as  a  tree  cj  lijcy 
in  all  his  removes  and  journeyings.  He  had 
all  he  wifh’d  for  in  it  for  both  worlds,  He  faw 
Chrift' s  day ,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  and  embrac'd  it  afar 
off,  with  great  defire.  His  Jjaac  was  his  laughter 
and  joy,  becauie  he  faw  the  face  of  Chrift  in  him. 

Abraham  had  a  good  and.  great  foul,  an  enlarged 
heart  and  love,  as  the  compafs  of  the  earth.  He 
faw  all  the  nations ,  all  the  families  oi  the  earth, 
bleffed  in  his  Ifaac  *,  together  with  his  own  ijfuey 
which  God  told  him  fhould  be  as  the  ftars  for 
number.  He  faw  himfelf  the  father  oj  the  faithful 
thro5  all  times  to  come ;  the  father  of  all  that 
fhould  believe  in  the  promifcd  ^J,  and  be  laved  by 
him  to  the  world’s  end.  Think  then  how  great  his 
defire  was  to  the  bleffied  feed  hirnlelf. 

When  Abraham  was  dead  God  repeated  his  pro- 
mile  unto  Ifaac:  In  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of 

the 
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the  earth  be  blejfed .  This  rais’d  the  deft  re  and  fix’d 

A  !1(?Pe  Vaac  anc*  Rebekah  on  this  glorious  feed , 
And  in  procefs  of  time  when  the  twins  firugled 
within  her ,  and  the  oracle  of  God  had  fix’d  her 
eye  upon  the  younger  brother  as  the  chofen  of  God, 
fhe  from  before  his  birth  look’d  on  him  as  the  or¬ 
dained  parent  of  the  Mefftah.  And  hence  it  was, 
no  doubt,  that  when  fhe  faw  Ifaac  going  to  beftow 
the  blejftng  upon  Efau  her  firft-born  ;  fhe  called 
her  beloved  Jacob  and  put  him  on  ftealing  it  : 
which  they  needed  not  have  done  ;  for  the^God 
who  had  chofen  Jacob  would  have  prevented  Ifaac 
from  blefiing  Efau ,  had  Rebekah  left  it  in  the  hand  of 
his  fpirit  and  providence,  and  not  have  prefum’d 
to  meddle  in  the  matter. 

But  by  what  hapned  we  fee  the  united  defires  of 
the  whole  family,  to  a  part  in  the  protnifed  feed. 
Ifaac  s  foul  was  in  it,  to  leave  this  blefiing  with 
his  fon  before  he  died.  Efau’s  defire  of  it  had 
been  very  low  in  times  paft,  and  he  fold  it.  On  the  o- 
ther  hand,  Jacob  defired  nothing  more  in  this  world 
than  to  be  the  father  of  the  Mejfiah ,  the  heir  of  the 
promife  which  God  made  to  Abraham ,  that  in  his 
feed  all  the  families  of  the  earth  Jhould  be  blejfed. 

Only  Jacob  and  Efau  both  feem  to  have  been  un¬ 
der  a  mifapprehenfion,  as  if  the  firfi-born  had  by 
birth-right  fome  more  pretence  to  this  fpiritual 
blefiing  than  the  younger.  God  never  chofe  thus; 
witnefs  Seth  in  the  houle  of  Adam ,  Shem  in  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  Noah ,  and  David  among  the  fons  of  Jejfe . 

However  it  was  impious  in  Efau  to  fell  fo  cheao- 
fy  and  vilely  his  fuppofed  right  to  the  blefiing  of 
Abraham.  He  defpis'd  that  which  he  fhould  have 
religioully  and  infinitely  defin'd.  Jacob  would  have 
given  a  kingdom  and  parted  with  his  very  life 
for  it.  This  I  think  was  the  heinoufnefs  of  Efau’s 
fin  and  the  glory  of  Jacob's  adion. 
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When  Ifaac  had  juft  rais’d  his  fon  Efau' s  expefta- 
tion  and  defire,  then  he  faw  his  lofs  and  cried  with 
an  exceeding  great  and  bitter  cry.  He  defired^ when 
it  was  too  late-,  as  all  will  do  who  are  wanting  in 
timely  defires  after  an  intereft  in  Chrijl  and  falvation 
by  him.  The  le?nporal  bleiTing,  the  worldly  domi¬ 
nion  for  his  life,  and  plenty  of  corn  and  wine,  would 
not  now  fatisfy  him. 

But  to  fix  the  defires  of  Jacob  God  repeated  to 
him  his  promife:  Gen.  xxviii.  14.  In  thee  and  in 
thy  fieed  Jhall  all  the  nations  ofi  the  earth  be  blejfcd . 
This  was  the  fifth  time  that  God  ipake  thefe  glori¬ 
ous  words,  holding  forth  Chrijl  to  the  three  patri¬ 
archs  and  to  the  church  forever,  as  the  defire  of  all 
nations  and  the  univerfial  bleffing  to  mankind. 

Now  one  of  the  twelve  fons  of  Jacob  muft  inherit 
the  honour  and  bleffing  I  am  Ipeaking  of.  It  doth 
not  appear  that  any  of  them  enough  deiir’d  it.  Yet 
we  ought  to  think  that  all  of  them  did  fo,  more  or 
lefs.  Jofeph  feems  moft  to  have  inherited  the  lpirit 
and  faith  of  Abraham  and  Ifirael.  But  it  was  not  of 
works  or  defert,  but  ofi  him  that  calleth. 

Judah  was  pitch’d  on:  not  becaufe  the  moft 
praifie-worthy  among  his  brethren,  yet  he  whom  they 
fhould  henceforth  praifie.  When  Jacob  came  to  the 
bleffing  of  this  fon ,  he  fiid  that  Shiloh  fhould  come 
of  him ,  and  that  unto  him  the  gathering  ofi  the  people 
Jhould  be,  Genefis  xlix.  10.  By  Shiloh  is  meant 
the  Mejfiiah  or  Chrijl:  the  fieed ,  as  fome  read  the 
word ;  others  the  peaceable  or  profiperous.  He  is  re- 
prefented  as  the  great  blejfiing  to  all  people ,  and  their 
defire.  The  LXX  read  in  the  very  words  of  my  text y 
to  him  Jhall  the  expectation ,  or  defire ,  of  the  people 
be .  To  be  fure  the  gathering  of  the  people  to  him, 
implies  their  define.  The  people  includes  all  nations ; 
and  why  fhould  they  gather  to  him,  but  as  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  high  defire  ? 

B  b  Thefe 
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T/iefe  dying  words  of  Jacob  mull  needs  raife  and 
fix  the  defire  of  the  twel vt  patriarchs  on  this  bleffed 
Shiloh.  Yet  we  may  fear  that  it  ran  low  with  their 
pofterity  in  Egypt.  But  when  God  brought  them 
thence  their  delires  reviv’d.  Which  leads  me  to  the 
next  period. 

3.  from  Mofes  to  David  Chrift  was  the  defire  of 
the  JewiJh  church ,  the  expectation  of  the  children  of 
Ijrael.  Now  the  church  of  God  may  feem  to  be 
enlarged,  yet  it  remain’d  confined  very  much  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  one  nation.  The  reft  of  the  world 
by  their  idolatries  and  luperftitions  had  loft  the 
knowledge  and  defires  of  a  Saviour.  But  the  firft 
care  of  God  was  to  revive  and  perpetuate  this  in 
Ifrael . 

He  therefore  on  the  day  of  their  coming  out  of 
Egypt  inftituted  the  paffover ,  a  Angular  figure  of 
the  Lamb  Jlain  from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  the 
crucified  Redeemer.  Mofes  turn’d  off  their  eyes  and 
hearts  from  himfelf  unto  Chrift ,  telling  them  that 
God  would  raife  unto  them  a  prophet  greater  than 
himfelf ;  a  greater  deliverer,  lawgiver,  mediator 
and  interceffor,  to  whom  they  fhould  hearken.  The 
whole  Mofaic  law  tended  to  this  one  thing  ;  it  was  a 
fchool-mafter  to  bring  them  to  Chrift.  He  was  the 
fubftance  and  body  that  caft  thofe  fttadows.  The 
tabernacle,  the  priefthood,  facrifices,  legal  un- 
cleanne  fifes  and  purifications, the  fcape-goat  and  day 
of  atonement,  were  all  figurative  of  the  Meffiah  in 
his  offices,  death,  benefits.  And  all  w’ere  meant  to 
raife  and  fix  in  that  people  a  religious  expectation 
and  define  of  his,  coming.  And  in  forne  good  meafure, 
they  had  this  efteCt  upon  that  chofen  people,  who 
were  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world  to  preferve 
tvTue  religion,  faith  and  worfhip  among  men,  and 
to  convey  down  the  bleffing  Qf  a  Saviour  in  God’s 
appointed  time. 
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Now  Mofes  and  the  elders  of  Ifrael  faw  the  day  of 
Chrift  and  defir’d  it,  as  Abraham  their  father  had 
done  before  them.  Mofes  efteemed  the  reproach  of 
Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt,  by 
faith  he  kept  the  paffover  and  the  fprmkling  of 
blood.  Heb.  xi.  26.  He  beheld  the  Lamb  of 
God  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world. 

We  muft  needs  fdppofe  the  priefts  and  Levites  well 
inftrudled  in  the  meaning  of  their  .faci  ificcs,  their 
burnt-offerings  and  peace-offerings  ^  and  that  they 
taught  the  people  the  afpedt  of  thele  upon  the  pet  foil, 
fufferings,  dying  and  benefits  ot  Cb /  ijt ,  the  Re¬ 
deemer  of  fouls  from  fin,  death  and  hell .  and  that 
therefore  they  fliould  by  faith  direct  and  raite  their 
defires  to  him  in  all  thofe  adls  of  worihip,  which  God 
had  appointed  them  to  obferve.  Accordingly  we 
muft  fuppofe  that  the  intelligent  worfhipers  in  the 
days  of  Jofhua  and  of  the  Judges  fo  worfhiped  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  having  hope  toward  God  of  a 
promifed  Saviour  in  time  to  be  revealed,  by  whom 
they  fhould  obtain  remiffion  of  fin  and  eternal 
falvation. 

Our  next  ftage  is  from  the  days  of  David  to  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  *5  and  we  find  the  Meffab 
(the  promifed  feed )  to  be  more  and  more  the  expedi¬ 
tion  and  defire  of  all  Ifrael . 

When  God  had  raifed  up  David  to  the  throne, 
he  let  him  know  that  of  his  feed  (the  feed  royal)  he 
Would  raife  up  Chrift  to  fit  on  his  throne ,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  his  kingdom  for  ever.  Adis  ii.  30.  ft  his  God 
fware  to  him  with  an  oath,  and  let  all  Ifrael  know 
it:  and  the  envy  hereupon  ceas’d,  when  the  tribes 
faw  the  royal  family  of  David  fixed  on  *,  and  that  the 
Meffiah  was  to  be  king  of  Ifrael ,  both  as  the  fon  of 
David  and  as  the  Son  of  God.  So  God  made  the 
horn  of  David  to  bud ,  and  ordained  a  lamp  for  bis 
anointed  :  and  on  whom  were  the  defires  of  all  Ifrael 
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from  thenceforth  fixed  ?  but  on  Meffiah  the 
prince .  '  u 

.  David  s  defire:  and  when  Nathan  brought 

him  the  good  news  from  heaven,  that  his  houfe  and 
us  kingdom  fhould  be  thus  eftablifhed  for  ever  before 
Lrod  ;  then  David  went  in  and  (at  before  the  Lord 
and  (aid --Who  am  T,  O  Lord  God!  and  what  is  my 
tat  m,  s  houfe,  that  thou  haft  brought  me  hither  unto  ! 
_  -  but  do  as  thou  haft  fipoken,  and  let  the  houfe  of  thy 
fervant  be  Hefted  for  ever  before  thee.  2  Sam.  vii.  18. 
Upon  this  occafion  he  compofed  fuch  Pfalms  as 
thofe,  lxxxix.  and  cx.  Pfalms  :  The  Lord  [aid  unto 
my  Lord, ,  fit  thou  on  my  right  hand  until  I  make 

y  enemies  thy  foot-ftool.  I  have  made  a  covenant 
vnth  my  chofien ,  1  have  fworn  unto  David  my  fervant ; 

fted  will  I  eftablifh  for  ever ,  and  build  up  thy 
tf>>  one  '  a'd  generations :  —  I  will  make  him  my  fir  ft - 
oorn,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;  his  feed 

Jhall  endure  for  ever  and  his  throne  as  the  dm  of 
heaven.  J  J 


f  d'  Song  of  Solomon,  and  die  xlv.  Pfahn  are  fongs 
of  defire  unto  Cbrift ,  as  the  king  of  the  church,  and 
the  Saviour  of  louls.  I  he  prophets  hence-forth 
fpake  of  him  as  the  defire  of  Ifirael,  and  of  the  nati¬ 
ons:  they  expreffed  their  own  defires,  and  they  exci- 
ted  the  defires  of  others. 

The  prophecies  of  Ifaiah  (a)  are  full  of  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Meffiah  as  the  defire  of  all  nations .  We 
read,  that  all  nations  Jhall  flow  unto  him :  that  a  virgin 
jhall  conceive  and  bear  a  fon ,  and  they  foall  call  his  name 
Immanuel^  God  with  us :  that  unto  us  a  child  is  born , 
unto  us  a  fon  is  given ,  and  the  government  Jhall  be  up¬ 
on  his  ffoulder  \  and  his  name  ffall  be  called  wonderful \ 
counfellor ,  the  mighty  God ,  the  everlafing  Father ,  the 


(a)  Tfai.  ii.  2.  vii.  14. 
xxxii.  t,  2.  xl.  3.  xlii.  1,  7. 
fiv.  J.  tv,  3,,  4.  lx.  1,  2,  3. 


ix.  6.  xi.  1,  2,  3.  xxviii.  16. 
xlix.  6.  li.  5.  lii.  13,  14.  Jiij. 
Ixi.  1 3  2,  Ixii.  1  y  2.  Ixv.  1. 
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■ 
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prince  of  peace:  that  there  Jhall  come  a  rod  out  of  thejlem 
0f  Jejfe ,  and  a  branch  f all  grow  out  of  his  roots ,  and 
the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  Jhall  ref  upon  him  *,  the  fpirit  of 
wifdorn  and  underfunding,  the  fpirit  of  counfel  and 
might, the fpirit  ofhtcwledge  andof  the  fear  of  theLord’, 
and  Jhall  make  him  of  quick  under (landing  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord:  that  he  Jhall  ft  and  for  anenfign  to  the  people, 
and,  to  him  Jhall  the  gentiles  feek,  and  his  ref  Jhall  be 
glorious :  that  he  fall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  gen¬ 
tiles  \  and  be  for  a  light  to  the  gentiles ,  and  for  falvation 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth:  that  the  ijles  JhaU  wait  for 
him',  and  that  he  fhould  fprinkle  many  nations',  that 
although  when  he  fhould  come  they  would  fee  no 
beauty  in  him  wherefore  they  jloould  dejire  him ,  yet  he 
fhould  fee  of  the  travel  of  his  foul,  and  by  his  know¬ 
ledge  jufiify  many :  that  the  church  fhould  thence-for- 
ward  break  out  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  and 
its  feed  inherit  the  gentiles ',  and  the  children  of  the 
defolate  be  more  than  thofe  of  the  married  wife:  that 
he  fhould  be  given  for  a  witnefs  to  the  people,  a  leader  and 
commander  to  the  people,  and  nations,  till  then  unknown , 
Jhall  run  to  him:  that  the  gentiles  Jhall  come  to  his  light , 
and  kings  to  the  bright nefs  of  his  rijing  :  that  the  a- 
bundlance  of  the  fea Jhall  be  converted  to  him',  the  gen¬ 
tiles  fee  his  right eoufnefs ,  and  all  kings  his  glory . 

Thus  run  the  prophefies  of  Ifaiah ,  fpeaking  of 
Chrifi  as  the  defire  of  all  nations  :  and  nothing  can 
be  more  plain  and  abundant. 

The  other  prophets  fpeak  in  like  manner,  though 
not  in  the  like  abundant  meafure.  Jeremiah  fays 
(a).  Behold  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will 
raife  up  to  David  a  righteous  branch,  and  a  king  fall 
reign  and  prof  per ,  and  Jhall  execute  jufiice  and  judg- 
ment  in  the  earth  ',  and  this  is  his  name  whereby  he 
fall  be  called.  The  Lord  our  righteousness;  and 
they  fall  ferve  the  Lord  their  God  and  David  their  king * 

(a)  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6.  xxx.  9.  xxxiii.  15, 

. Ezekiel 
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Ezekiel  ( a )  fpeaks-  of  the  tender  twig  which  the 
Lord  would  plant  in  the  mountain  of  the  height  of  If 

rael*  for  the  fowl  of  every  wing  to  dwell  under  the 
branches  andfhadow  of  it.  And  again,  that  God  would 
remove  the  diadem ,  and  take  off  the  crown ,  and  overturn 
till  he  come  whofe  right  it  is  :  that  he  would  fet  up  one 
fhepherd  over  his  flock  and  he  fhouldfeed  it ,  even  his  fer- 
vantDayid ,  aprinc  e  over  'em  for  ever ;  in  whom  he  would 
make  his  covenant  of  peace  with  them ,  an  everlafting  co¬ 
venant.  ^ 

Daniel  (b)  fpeaks  of  th t  Meffiah' s  kingdom ,  which 
the  God  of  heaven  would  fet  up  to  confume  all  other 
kingdoms ,  and  to  ft  and  for  ever:  and  he  faw  the  flone 
cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands ,  which  brake 
ih  piece s  the  iron ,  the  clay ,  the  filver  and  the  gold. 
He  faw  one  like  the  fon  of  man  in  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
and  there  was  given  him  do?ninion  and  glory  and  a  king¬ 
dom  his  dominion  an  everlafting  dominion,  and  his 
his  kingdom  from  generation  to  generation.  He  faw  the 
Me (fl ah  cut  off. \  but  net  for  himfelf \  and  by  the  way 
of  fuffering  and  dying  palling  into  his  glory. 

Hofea  (c)  prophefied  how  the  children  of  Ifrael 
fljould  feek  the  Lord  their  God ,  and  David  their  king, 
in  the  latter  days ,  and  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs . 
Joel  (d)  faw  the  effufon  of  the  fpirit  upon  all  flefh , 
and  the  whole  remnant  whom  the  Lord  Jhall  call  out  of 
all  the  earth:  then  Judah  floall  dwell  for  ever,  ( flcil . 
in  his  eternal  kingdom  who  fhould  come  out  of  Ju¬ 
dah)  and  Jerufalem  from  generation  to  generation . 
Amos  (e)  faw  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  was  fallen , 
raifed  up  :  and  Micah  (f)  faw  their  king  pafs  before 
them,  even  the  Lord  at  the  head  of  them  :  he  faw  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  exalted  above  the  hills 9 

(a)  Ezek.  xvii.  22.  xxi.  26.  xxxiv.  23.  xxxvii.  26. 
(b)  Dan.  ii.  44,  45.  vii.  13,  14.  ix.  ult.  (c)  Hofea  iii.  5. 
(d)  Joel  iii.  zo,  21.  (e)  Amos  ix.  li,  12.  (f)  Mic. 
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and  all  people  flowing  to  it:  he  law  the  ruler  coming^ 
forth  from  Bethlehem^  whofe  goings  fo?  th  have  been  oj 
cldy  from  everlafting.  Nahum  (a)  faw  upon  the 
mountains  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  t y  dings  y 
that  publifheth  peace  :  and  Habakkuk  (b)  faw  the 
earth  filled  with  knowledge  of  the  Lord.,  as  the  waters 
cover  the  fea .  Zephaniab  (c)  faw  all  the  ijlesof  the. 
heathen  worfhiping  the  God  of  Ifrael:  and  Haggai 
faw  the  define  op  all  nations  coming  into  his  temple .  Le¬ 
ch  ari  ah  (d)  faw  him  at  the  head  of  all  angels ,  for 
the  protection  of  his  church,  in  the  bottom  among  the 
myrtle  trees :  he  faw  many  nations  joyned  to  the  Lord  : 
he  faw  the  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch  growing  out 
of  his  place ,  building  the  temple  of  the  Lord  and 
bearing  the  glory ,  and  ruling  a  prieft  upon  his  throne : 
he  faw  the  king  coming  to  Zion ,  juft  and  bringing  fal- 
vation ,  lowly  and  riding  upon  an  afs  :  he  law  the 
fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  poured  forth ,  and 
louls  looking  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced ,  mourn¬ 
ing  as  for  an  only  fon ,  and  in  bitternefs  as  for  a 
firft-born  :  he  faw  the  fountain  opened  to  all  people 
for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs  :  he  faw  the  fword  awaking 
againfi  God’s  fhepherd ,  againjl  the  man  that  was  his 
fellow  ;  the  fhepherd  f??iitten  and  the  fheep  fcattered  : 
he  faw  the  Lord  king  over  all  the  earthy  one  Lord 
and  his  name  one . 

And  now  to  come  to  the  laft  of  the  prophets ,  and 
fo  to  a  clofe  from  this  long  and  numerous  proof 
from  them:  the  prophet  Malachi  (e)  fpake  very 
plainly  of  Chrifi  the  defire  of  the  nations  :  from  the 
fifing  of  the  fun  unto  the  going  down  of  the  fame ,  my 
name  Jhall  be  great  among  the  gentiles  \  and  in  every 
place  incenfe  fioall  be  offer’d  to  me  and  a  pure  offering  ; 
for  my  name  fioall  be  great  among  the  heathen ,  faith  the 

(a)  Nahum  i.  15.  (b)  Hab.  ii.  14,  (c)  Zeph.  ii.  11. 

(d)  Zech.  i.  8.  ii.  11.  vi.  11,  12.  ix.  9.  xii.  10,  xiii.  i. 
xiYv9»  (e)  Mai  l  1 1,  iil  I  iv,  i, 
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Lord  of  hojls.  For  behold  I  will  fend  my  mejfenger , 
and  he  fhall  prepare  my  way  before  me ,  and  the  Lord 
whom  yefeek fhall  fuddenly  come  into  his  temple  even 
the  mejfenger  of  the  covenant  whom  you  delight  in.  Un¬ 
to  you  that  fear  my  name  fhall  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs 
arife  with  healing  in  his  wings. 

And  thus  we  have  feen  from  David's  time  thro’ 
2.11  the  Prophets ,  that  Chrijl  was  the  defire  of  the 
people  of  God,  and  fpoken  of  to  ’em  and  among 

*em  as  the  defire  of  all  nations  •,  one  rightfully  and 
actually  fo. 


S  E  R- 
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Nations. 


Haggai  ii.  7. 

And  the  define  of  all  nations  Jhall  come. 


Third  PART. 


E  have  faid  already  how  worthy  Chrift  is 
O  w  of  this  glorious  ftyle,  and  that  in  fact  the 
Mefiflah  ever  has  been  the  defire  of  the  fa- 
*,&&&&  m;iies  and  nations  of  men  from  die  be  j 
ginning  of  the  world. 

We  have  feen  this  in  all  the  days  before  the  flood, 
and  in  times  fince  the  flood  ;  from  the  days  of 
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foah  to  Abraham, ,  from  Abraham  to  Mofes’s  time ; 
n  am  Alofes  to  David,  from  David’s  time  thro*  all  the 
Holy  Prophets.  So  far  I  have  carried  on  tny  argu¬ 
ment  -,  and  am  now  to  proceed  in  it  by  adding  “ 

1  hat  no  wonder  the  church  and  people  of  th ejews 
after  the  days  of  Malachi ,  until  the  comino- 0f  our 
Lord  Jej us,  had  a  vaft  expectation  and  defire  of  the 
jon  of  David,  the  Mejftah  their  king.  The  New  Lefla- 
ment  does  abundantly  inform  us  that  they  had  fo.  We 
need  look  no  further  for  the  proof  of  this  fad. 

Took  into  the fong  of  Zacharias  and  it  will  tell  you 
how  much  Chriil  was  the  defire  and  expectation  of 
his  people  Ifrael ;  and  on  what  grounds  they  went  in¬ 
to  this  expectation  and  defire.  Luke  i.  68,  6a. 
Blejfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  for  he  hath  vifited 
and  redeemed  his  people-,  and  hath  raifed  up  an  horn 
of  falvation  for  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant  David, 
as  he  fpake  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets *  which 
have  been  fin ce  the  world  began ;  to  perform  the  mercy 
promis'd  to  our  fathers,  &c.  Here  is  great  defire  and 
h’gh  expectation  grounded  on  the  promifes,  made  to 

Adam,  to  Abraham,  to  David,  and  by  all  the  holy 
prophets.  7 

?  Among  the  devout  and  juft  that  were  waiting  for 
the  confolation  of  Ifrael ,  i.  e.  to  fee  the  Lord  Chrift, 

U.  JS  aged  Simeon  ;  and  his  fhort  infpired  rapture  tells 
u  >,  how  much  he  and  others  looked  for  him  and  on 
him  as  the  defire  of  all  nations  \  Luke  ii.  29,30.  Lord , 
htuji  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine 
tyes  have  feen  thy  falvation ,  which  thou  haft  prepared 
bef  ore  the  face  of  all  people ,  a  light  to  lighten  the  gen- 
and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Ifrael.  A  more  full 
and  efcprefs  teftmony  we  could  notdefire. 

Nextly,  we  read  of  devout  and  aged  Anna,  how  fhe 
fpake  Of  Chrift  unto  all  them  that  looked  for  redemp¬ 
tion  in  Jerufalem.  There  were  many  then  looking  for 

the  appearance  of  the  Mejftah 2  the  Redeemer  5  yea 

*  *  • 
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it  was  the  general  expectation  of  the  Jews  at  that 
time ;  for  they  knew  that  the  weeks  of  Daniel  muft 
needs  be  then  expiring.  Alfo  the  neighbouring  nations 
had  received  the  tradition  of  a  great  prince  to  be 
born  king  of  the  Jews ,  which  brought  the  wife  vu  n 
from  the  eaft  to  Jerusalem ,  upon  the  appearance  of 
his  far  unto  them.  Their  coming  put  Herod  on 
his  enquiry,  and  produced  that  remarkable  anlwei 
of  the  chief  priefs  and  fenbes  to  him;  Mat.  u.  3 , 

6.  He  demanded  of  than,  where  Chrift  Jhouhl  be 
horn?  and  they  faid  unto  him ,  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea  ; 
for  thus  it  is  written  by  the  prophet.  And  thou  Bethle¬ 
hem  in  the  land  of  Judah  art  not  the  leaf  among  the 
princes  of  Judah  ;  for  out  of  thee  f  hall  come  a  governoio 

that  fhall  rule  my  people  IfraeL 

Long  after  this,  when  John  was  baptifing,  the 
Jews  fent  priefls  and  Levites  to  him,  to  afk  him  who 
he  was?  whether  he  was  the  Chrift  or  Elias?  that 
prophet  or  that  king  whofe  coming  was  fo  much  de¬ 
fined?  He  told  them  that  he  was  his  fore-runner,  and 
that  he  himfelf  was  coming  after  him,  and  food  among 
them,  whofe  fhoes  latchet  he  was  not  worthy  to  ftoop 
down  and  unloofe .  The  next  day  John  faw  Jefus  walk¬ 
ing,  and  fhow’d  him  to  the  people  as  the  perfon 
whom  they  fo  much  expeCted  and  defired,  faying  to 
them.  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the 
fin  of  the  world.  John  i.  26,  29. 

The  fhort  ftory  of  Philip  and  Nathanael  fhows 
how  much  Chrifl  was  the  delire  and  expectation  o; 
that  day.  Philip  told  Nathanael  that  he  had  found 
him  of  whom  Mofes  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets 
did  write;  Nathanael  went  and  faw  and  heard  Jefus , 
and  was  foon  convinced,  John  i.  49.  Rabbi ,  thou 
art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  king  of  IfraeL 

Samaria  was  full  of  this  expectation  of  the  Meffah , 
as  well  as  Jerufalem  and  Judea:  witnefsour  Lord’s 
lOnverfat’Qn  with  the  woman  at  the  well;  John  iv„ 

.  JL  *-  -  i-  '  /  '  » 
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25.  The  woman  faith  unto  him ,  1  know  that Mefifias-con- 
eth  which  is  callcdChr ift. His  coming  was  the  common 
talk  and  wilh  in  the  mouth  of  the  molt  ordinary 
people,  and  they  were  full  of  him,  lo  here  and  lo 

eff'  ,reiidy  to  run  :lfcer  every  pretender,  every 
jaije  thrift ;  fo  greatly  did  they  defire  the  true  one.— 
1  lie  contefts  which  were  in  Judea  about  our  Lord 
Jejus,  and  the  rulers  confpiring  againft  him  for  fay¬ 
ing  that  he  was  the  Chrift,  were  manifeft  evidences 
of  the  general  defires  of  the  nation,  both  high  and 
low,  after  the  coming  of  the  Meftiah:  John  vii.  40, 

45^  Many  faid,  of  ci  truth  this  is  the  prophet others 
/aid,  this  is  the  C  hr  ift:  hit  fome  f aid,  Jhall  C  hr  ift 
come  out  Galilee?  hath  not  the  feripture  faid ,  that 
Chnfi  cometh  of  the  feed  of  David?  and  out  of  the 
town  of  Bethlehem,  where  David  was?  fo  there  was 
a  divifion  among  the  people  becaufe  of  him. 

1.  hus  fiom  the  days  of  David  unto  the  coming  of 
oui  Lord  Jefus,  through  all  the  intervening  times 
of  the  prophets  ■,  and  after  the  ceafing  of  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  in  the  Jewilh  church ;  Chrift  was  the  define 
of  all  that  people  and  nation. 

It  yet  remains  to  be  laid  under  the  firft  general  head ; 
that  fi  om  the  afeenfion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  down  to 
our  own  days,  Chrift  has  been  the  profefied  and  de¬ 
clared  defire  of  the  chriftian  church,  the  chriftian  na¬ 
tions.  Chrift  come ,  Chrift  crucified ,  Chrift  rifen  and 
ajeended  on  high,  and  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of 
Gcd  ;  Chrift  to  come  again  in  the  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  \  to  raiie  the  dead,  and  be  for  ever  magnified 
in  ail  that  believe  on  him  •,  Chrift  in  his  people  the 
hops '  of  glory  and  the  refurredtion  and  life  to  them  ; 
he  is  the  define  of  the  nations  ailed  Chriftian  ;  the 
real  defire  of  the  faithful  in  them,  and  the  profefied 
defire  of  all  that  are  baptis’d  in  his  name,  and  fhall 
wo r fh ip  the  Father  through  him. 
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From  the  day  that  Jefus  was  glorified,  and  lent 
down  his  [pint  on  his  Apoftles  and  Difciples,  they 
went  forth  and  preached  him  to  Jew  and  Gentile  as 
the  chief  objeft  of  defire  (a)-,  and  they  liv’d  to  fee 
him  the  defire  of  many,  in  many  of  the  nations. 
Without  controverfy  great  was  the  myjlery ,  and 
wonderful  the  power  of  that  doCtrine  according  to 
Godlinefs ,  which  they  preached :  God  was  manifeft  in 
the  ftejh,  juftified  in  the  fpirit,  feenof  angels ,  preach¬ 
ed  to  the  Gentiles ,  believed  on  in  the  world.  And 
though  indeed  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  great  falva- 
tion  through  him,  has  been  but  little  the  defire  (the 
actual  defire)  of  the  nations  that  have  call’d  them- 
felves  chrijlian  •,  yet  the  body  of  thefe  nations  have 
told  the  world,  that  they  believe  him  in  their  hearts 
to  be  the  worthy  ohjeCl  of  all  their  defire,  and  that 
he  is  all  their  fialvation. 

And  thus  I  have  finiflied  the  fiirjl  thing  propofed, 
which  v/a.s, That  the  MeJJiah  or  thrift  has  been  in  fact 
the  defire  of  the  families  and  nations  of  men  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world:  that  is  to  fay,  fo  far  as  the 
true  religion  has  been  known ,  profefifed  and  practis’d 
among  the  nations.  I  fliall  need  to  fay  little  on  the 
fecond  head. 

II.  Jefus  Chrift  is  now  the  defire  of  the  chrijlian 

nations.  I  wifh  it  could  be  faid  literally  and  in  tact 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  but  it  is  far  from  this 
yet.  Chriftendorn  is  but  a  I'mall  part  of  the  known 
habitable  earth.  How  many  nations  there  are  that 
have  not  fo  much  as  heard  yet  of  the  name  of  Chrift 
or  of  his  Gofipel ,  is  to  us  unknown  :  but  we  our 
felves  know  of  many  poor  nat  ions  on  this  continent 
(b),  that  a  century  ago  had  never  once  heard  of 

(a)  See  Ads  ii.  22 — 28.  iii.  25*  26.  iv.  io,  11,  1 1.  v. 
JO,  31’  32-  .  (b)  America. 
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his  glorious  name.  He  cannot  be  the  defire  of 
iuch  nations  of  miferable  pagans  -,  for  how  Jhould 

t  cy  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? 

Kom.  x.  1 4. 

There  are  other  nations,  great  and  mighty  king¬ 
doms,  that  have  heard  of  Chrift  and  Ins  Gofpel, 
but  reject  him,  and  remain  in  their  chofen  idolatries 
and.  infidelity.  Mahomet  has  a  vaft  divifion  of  the 
known  earth,  who  embrace  his  impofture ;  and 
though  they  fpeak  honourably  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  as 
.1  great  and  holy  prophet,  yet  they  deny  him  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  and  fet  their  Mahomet ,  like 
Barabbas  the  robber,  far  before  him.  The  Alcho- 
ran  is  their  Bible ,  which  though  a  fardle  of  follies 
and  impurities,  they  treat  with  a  high  reverence 
becoming  the  holy  Oracles  of  God. 

Paganifm  has  another  mighty  divifion  of  Afia  and 
Africa ,  as  well  as  of  America  ;  and  many  a  nation 
that  have  heard  of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  he  hath  fent,  yet  retain  their  beloved  idols, 
and  fierve  them  (till,  as  they  have  been  led  by  their 
parents  and  anceftors. 

1  he  Jews  alfo  in  their  difperfion,  (who  are  yet 
m  wondrous  manner  preferv’d  a  diftintl  nation,  and 
yet  are  no  nation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth) 
remain  obftinate  and  wilful,  againft  all  pofiible 
means  of  conviction  ,  in  their  rejection  of  our  Lord 
Jefus:  although  he  was  the  defire  of  Abraham  and 
Mofes  and  of  the  prophets ;  and  we  fhow  them  all  their 
own  fcriptures  fulfilled  in  the  fufferings  and  cruci¬ 
fixion,  in  the  refurredion  and  afcenfion  of  our 
Lord,  and  in  his  fpiritual  kingdom  which  is  fet  up 
among  the  Gentile  nations. 

But  notwithflanding  the  infidelity  that  remains 
among  Jews,  Lurks  and  Heathens-,  yet  there  are 
and  have  been  a  great  number  of  nations  that  have 
embrac’d  chriftianity  and  in  diem  a  great  multi¬ 
tude 
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tude  there  are  and  have  been  {which  no  _  man  can 
number)  that  have  embraced  b  hrijf  anil  hi>  GofpcI 
as  all  their  falvation  and  all  their  defire:  and  in 
them  is  in  part  fulfilled,  and  more  and  more  to  be 
fulfilled,  the  prophecy  in  my  text ,  and  other  prophe¬ 
cies  which  fpeak  of  Chrijl  as  the  defire  of  the  nations  j 
in  whom  the  families  of  the  earth  are  bleffed ,  and  to 
whom  the  gathering  of  the  people  is ;  to  W  hofe  light  the 
gentiles  are  come?  and  kings  to  the  bright nefs  of  hi? 
rifing. 

Thanks  be  for  the  diftinguifhing  grace  of  God  to 
us  among  the  nations,  yea  among  the  chrijl  i  an  and 
proteflant  nations!  that  to  us  in  our  nation,  to  us 
in  our  land  (in  thefe  his  Nezv-Englifh  churches) Chrijl 
is  preached  the  defire  of  the  nations.  Blelled  are 
your  ears,  for  they  hear  what  many  prophets  and 
righteous  men  defired  to  have  heard,  and  were 
not  fo  favoured  of  God.  I  may  fay  unto  you,  as 
Chrijl  once  did  when  he  opened  the  book  of  pro¬ 
phet  Ifaiah ,  and  took  a  text  out  of  it  *,  this  day  is 
this  feripture  fulfilled  in  your  hearing .  So  may  I 
fay  of  the  prophecy  in  my  text  fulfilled  in  in 
thefe  ends  of  the  earthy  that  have  fieen  the  falvation 
of  God 

HI.  Chrift  will  be  the  defire  of  the  Chriftian  na¬ 
tions  to  the  end  of  the  world,  even  to  his  fecond 
coming.  We  look  for  the  days,  when  the  blelled 
Saviour  of  men  (hall  be  more  the  delire  of  the  nati¬ 
ons  than  he  yet  has  been.  We  look  for  the  hap¬ 
pier  times,  when  more  of  the  nations  fhall  receive 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift ,  and  when  the  number  of 
fincere  converts  and  true  believers  fhall  be  multi¬ 
plied  in  one  nation  and  another.  We  look  for  a 
glorious  enlargement  of  the  church -of  Chrift,  from 
a  wonderful  ett'ufion  of  the  fpirit  of  light  and  grace 
and  peace,  from  God  the  Father  and  from  our 
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Lord  Jefus  Chrifi.  We  look  for  times  of  the 
church’s  greater  purity  and  holinefs  than  has  been  yet 
known.  We  look  for  the  day  of  the  fall  of  anti- 
thrift,  and  of  the  converlion  or  the  “Jews,  when  they 
fhall  look  unto  him  whom  they  have  pierced  with  mourn¬ 
ing  and  great  defire,  in  the  fpirit  of  application  and 
bitttrnefs.  d  hen  the  fulnels  ot  the  Gentiles  fhall  come 
on-,  according  as  we  read,  Rom.  xi.  25.  I  would 
not  have  you  ignorant ,  brethren,  of  this  myftery,  that 
hlindnefs  in  part  is  hapned  to  Ifrael  until  the  fulnefs 

of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in-,  and  fo  all  Ifrael  Jhall  be 
faved. 

We  read  alfo  of  a  long  and  happy  day  to  the 
church  of  Chrift,  wherein  Satan  Jhall  be  bound.  And 
when  this  day  of  his  binding  fhall  come,  who  is  the 
enemy  of  Chrift,  full  of  all  fubtlety  and  mifehief, 
and  the  grand  hinderer  of  fouls  from  making  him 
their  defire  ;  then  the  hearts  of  men  will  be  unbound, 
loofen’d,  open’d,  enlarged  toward  Chrifi  and  his  fal- 
vation. 

Indeed  we  read  of  a  dark  hour  that  will  come  up¬ 
on  the  earth,  after  this  as  it  feems,  when  Satan 
Jhall  be  loofed  for  a  little  time ;  and  no  doubt  the 
faith  and  define  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  will  be  aw¬ 
fully  quench’d  by  the  breaking  loofe  of  thefe  fpirits 
of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  after  their  long  reftraint.  But  as  I 
do  not  pretend  to  underftand  the  mind  of  the  holy 
fpirit  in  thefe  times  and  things  to  be  looked  for  ; 
fo  I  will  only  add  in  general,  that  as  I  believe  there 
is  to  come  a  long  and  happy  ftate  of  enlargement, 
holinefs,  tranquility  and  peace  to  the  church  of 
Chrift  upon  earth  ;  fo  in  that  blefled  time  it  is  that 
Chrift  will  be  in  an  eminent  manner  the  defire  of  the 
nations. 

But  at  laft,  whether  in  that  time  or  before  it, 
in  our  own  times  or  in  thofe  that  have  pafs’d  be¬ 
fore  our  birth,  truly  and  really  Chrift  is  the  defire 

only 
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Jawing  knowledge  of  him  and  love  to  him.  I  hey 
fee  his  glory  and  beauty,  fee  their  need  of  him, 
and  efteerri  him  in  his  perfon,  offices  and  benefits. 
They  defire  him  not  only  as  a  Saviour  from  wrath, 
but  as  a  fandtifier  and  ruler ^  as  well  as  all-lufficient 
'portion,  1  hey  defire  him  in  his  fipu  it  and  holinefs  as 
well  as  in  his  jujlifying  right  eoufnefs  *,  even  as  he  is  ex¬ 
alted  by  God,  and  offered  in  his  word  to  perifhing 
finners,  a  prince  and  a  Saviour ,  to  give  repentance  and 

remiffion  of  Jin, 

And  thus  I  have  confider’d,  haw  worthy  the  Lord 
Jcfus  is  to  be  the  defire  of  all  nations ,  and  how  far 
he  has  been,  k  and  will  be  their  defire  :  how  great 
a  glory  this  is  in  it  felf  *,  that  it  belongs  to  Chrift:, 
and  that  it  has  been  and  is  fulfilled  in  him. 

Ufe.  I  come  now  to  apply  the  truth  :  Is  Chrift 

the  define  of  all  nations  ?  Then 

i ,  Chrift  is  God.  So  we  behold  his  glory  inf 
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to  wot  Id  to  the  bear  wit nefs  to  it :  why  this  is  truth  ;  the 
Jc  riplia  es  fulfilled  in  Chrift  prove  him  to  be  the  true 
Mtjfiab,  and  at  the  fame  time  are  proved  in  him  to 
be  the  truth  of  God.  This  is  the  true  God  of  eter- 
nal  life,  i  John  v.  ult. 

3‘  Is  Chrift  the  defire  of  all  nations  ?  let  us  fee  and 
lament  the  mifery ,  blindnefs  and  wickednefs  of  the  Jews 
and  ether  nations  in  their  infidelity  and  obftinate  un~ 
jehef  \  and  let  us  awfully  revere  the  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  of  God  upon  them  for  their  rejedino*  Chrift 
The  Jews  are  the  moft  inexcufable  of  all  th?  nations 
of  unbelievers  •>  and  God  has  funijb'd  them  above  all 
people  in  a  long  and  doleful  difperfion  among  all 
nations^  among  whom  they  are  a  fpeElacle  and 
monument  of  the  tremendous  judgment  of  God, 
according  to  his  threatnings ,  and  their  own  im¬ 
precation  upon  themfelves.  And^to  the  Maho¬ 
metan  countries,  the  nations  neighbouring  upon 
Chrift endom,  there  can  fcarce  be  a  greater  punifh- 
ment  from  heaven,  than  to  be  given  up  to  their 
delufion ,  to  believe  and  embrace  fo  grofs  an  im- 
pofture.  In  nothing  does  it  more  appear  that  Satan 
is  the  God  of  this  world ,  than  in  this,  that  he  has  fo 
blinded  the  nations ,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gof- 
PL '  °J  Chrift  1  who  is  the  Image  of  God JJjould Jhine  unto 
them .  2  Cor.  iv.  4 •''But  if  our  Gofpel  be  hid ,  it  is  hid  to 
them  that  are  loft. 

4.  We  may  yet  more  wonder,  at  the  greater 
wickednefs  of  chrift ians,  who  hold  the  truth  in  up^ 
ighteoufneft,  and  live  in  unbelief  and  impenitence 
under  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel.  Great  is  the 
favour  of  God  to  die  chriftian  nations,  and  much 
every  way  is  their  advantage ,  in  that  to  them  is 
committed  the  oracles  of  God,  which  reveal  him  un¬ 
to  them  who  ought  to  be  the  defire  of  all  nations : 
but  this  is  their  condemnation  that  he  be  no  more  the 
object  of  their  fouls  defire*  1  he  fin  of  chriftian s 
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n  their  difobedience  to  the  Gofpel ,  in  their  tranf- 
greffion  of  the  laws  of  Chrijl ,  in  their  contempt  of 
his  benefits,  and  negleft  of  the  means  of  falvation  ; 
when  at  the  fame  time  they  profefs  the  defires  of 
their  fouls  to  be  his  right  and  due  ;  is  greater  than 
the  fin  of  Sodom,  and  it  will  be  lefs  tolerable  for  them 
in  the  day  of  judgment.  Mat.  x.  1 5- 

5 .  Here  is  reafon  for  that  prayer,  even  fo  come 
Lordjefus ,  come  quickly  !  Let  the  defire  of  all  nations 
co7?ie!  may  Chrijl  be  the  defire  of  them  all !  let  his 
way  be  known  upon  earth ,  and  his  fiving  health  among 
all  the  nations !  let  the  people  praife  him ,  let  all  the 
people  praife  him  !  and  men  /hall  be  blejfed  in  him ,  all 
nations  Jhall  call  him  blejfed:  let  the  whole  earth  be 
filled  with  his  glory  :  amen  and  amen. 

6.  And  laftly,  let  this  glorious  Saviour  in  his  per- 
fori,  offices  and  benefits  be  the  defire  of  our  fouls. 
Let  the  defire  of  our  fouls  be  to  his  name  and  to 
the  remembrance  of  him.  Let  us  wonder  at  the 
nations,  wonder  at  our  felves  and  at  one  another, 
that  the  defires  of  our  fouls  are  no  more  to  Jefius 
Chrijl .  Alas  !  this  defire  of  our  fouls,  this  defire 
of  the  people,  is  and  has  been  the  lead  of  any  thing 
defired  in  the  world.  When  he  came  to  his  own , 
they  faw  no  beauty  in  him,  for  which  they  fhould 
defire  him.  They  defired  a  worldly  Saviour,  a 
temporal  prince,  and  rejected  him  for  that  very 
reafon  for  which  they  fhould  have  defir’d  him  ; 
even  for  his  meeknefs  and  lowlinefs,  for  his  griefs 
and  forrows :  faying  like  the  fins  of  Belial ,  How 
can  this  man  fave  us?  but  furely  he  bore  our  grief, 
he  carried  our  forrows,  and  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgreffions  :  how  then  did  he  merit  the  delire  of  all 
God’s  people,  for  whom  he  was  ftriken  ? 

I  et  how  little  is  Chrijl  the  defire  of  the  chrifti - 
an  nations?  and  too  little  of  the  bed  chridians  in 
the  pureft  churches.  Our  defires  are  ftrpng  enough 
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arter  worldly  things,  and  alter  things  finfiil  •,  but 


how  wanting,  cold  and  low  to  Chrift  and  fpiritual 
things?  Nay,  what  a  deplorable averfation  is  there 
in  the  fouls  of  finners  to  him  who  ought  to  be  all 
their  defire?  to  his  holy  nature  and  blefied  will, 

to  his  glory  from  us,  and  to  the  way  of  falvation 
through  him. 

1  lave  we  thofe  defires  after  the  very  benefits  of 
Chrift  which  we  fhould  have?  after  pardon  and 
peace  with  God  through  him,  in  his  way,  the  on¬ 
ly  way  !  after  grace  and  fandtifi cation  in  the  means 
thereof,  private  and  publick!  Are  our  defires  as 
they  ought  to  be,  to  the  very  me-, norials  of  Chrift  ? 
to  ms  labbatns  and  facraments,  the  word  and  pray¬ 
er,  to  his  people  and  worfhipers! 

Is  our  defire  fuch  .for  fiiudns' it  fhould  be  to  Je¬ 
hus  Chrift?  the  defire  of  faith  and  love,  hope  and 
fear  ?  the  defire  after  an  intereft  in  him,  and  devo- 
tednefs  unto  him  ?  the  defire  of  a  child  to  his  father, 
of  a  feryant  to  his  mailer,  of  a  iubject  to  his  prince, 
a  wife  to  her  hufband,  of  a  peri  firing  finner  to  a 
merciful  and  willing  Saviour? 

Is  our  defire  for  degree ,  duration  and  conftancy  as 
it  fhould  be  to  Chrift  ?  Is  it  a  great  defire,  our 
chief  defire,  our  whole  defire  ?  and  an  abiding  per¬ 
petual  defire  ?  a  fuperlative  defire  ? 

Are  we  carrying  tbefie  defires  with  us  to  the  table 
of  Chrift,  as  many  of  us  as  are  going  thither  ?  are 
we  full  of  holy  defires  after  Chrift  and  his  fipirit? 
Chrift  and  Iris  benefits?  Do  we  hunger  and  thirft 
after  his  righteoufnels,  imputed  to  us,  implanted  in 
us  ?  are  our  defires  after  grace  to  ferve  him  in  righte- 
oufnefs  and  holinefs  before  hinr  all  the  days  of  our 
life?  Are  our  del  ires  firong  and  lively  and  fervent, 
as  after  the  greateft  good,  the  higheft  bleffing, 
and  the  molt  neceflary  ;  the  one  thing  needful ,  and 
the  pearl  of  great  price  ? 

Chrift 
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Chrifl:  knows  our  defire,  and  all  of  it  is  before 
him.  If  there  be  any  true  and  good  defire  in  our 
fouls  toward  him,  it  is  of  his  own  gracious  work¬ 
ing  in  us  ;  and  fuch  defire  he  will  fulfil  and  fatisfy. 
He  fees  the  want  of  that  holy  defire  which  would 
bring  many  more  unto  his  table,  and  which  fhuts 
fo  many  out  of  heaven.  If  we  are  bowed  down  for 
want  of  feeling  fuitable  defires  toward  him,  we 
muft  go  to  him  for  them  *,  that  he  would  kindle  them 
in  us,  and  blow  them  up  into  a  flame.  But  a  foul 
full  of  defire  will  be  a  welcome,  worthy  gueft  at 
the  Lords-table.  Holy  defires  after  him  will  be  a 
wedding  garment  in  his  fight,  and  his  defire  will  be 
to  thee,  unworthy  as  thou  art  in  thy  own  eyes. 
If  there  be  but  a  willing  mind  it  fhall  be  accepted. 
How  then  fhall  a  foul  full  of  defire  find  accep¬ 
tance  ! 

If  you  go  with  fear  and  trembling,  yet  defire 
muff  carry  you.  If  you  can  truly  fay  that  you 
defire  to  be  Chr  ill’s  upon  the  terms  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  to  take  him  for  your  Lord  and  portion  ;  be  of 
good  comfort ,  rife ,  he  calleth  thee.  A  foul  full  of 
defire  will  freely  and  fully,  truly  and  earneftly  con  - 
lent  to  the  terms  of  Chrifl,  and  embrace  his  offers  j 
and  Chrifl  fays  to  all  fuch,  as  he  did  to  his  difciples, 
Luke  xxii.  15.  With  define  I  have  defined  to  cat 
this  pajfoven  with  you. 

Let  us  confider  how  much  we  fhall  defire  an  in- 
terefl  in  Chrifl  when  we  come  to  die  ;  and  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  when  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and 
they  alfo  that  pierced  him,  and  all  the  kindreds  of 
the  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him  ;  from  their 
infinite  wifloes  after  a  part  in  him,  and  in  their  infi¬ 
nite  grief  for  want  of  it,  and  for  their  not  defiring 
him  when  they  fhould  have  done  it. 

And  remember,  that  it  is  die  defign  of  fabbaths 
find  ordinances,  the  word,  facraments  and  prayer, 

to 
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^  cherifh  and  encreafe  in  us  defires  after 
.nit  and  his  laving  benefits ;  to  bring  him  often 
into  and  keep  him  in  a  religious  remembrance  with 
us  •,  that  fo  our  defires  of  him  may  be  revived,  ex- 
i  ited,  perpetuated,  and  be  ever  growing  ;  till  they 
Shall  all  be  fulfilled  and  exceeded  in  his  heavenly 
prefence  and  glory,  1 
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Christ  mindful  of  the  Hour 

of  his  Death. 


J  o  h  x\T  xiii.  i . 

Mow  before  the  fcafl  oj  the  faffover , 
when  fefm  knew  that  his  hour  was 
come ,  that  he  Jhould  depart  out  of  this 
world  unto  the  Father. 


bleffed  Lord  had  now  finifhM  his 
publick  minidry,  and  was  retir’d  with 
fex;  his  difciples  for  a  private  converfation 
with  them,  preparatory  to  his  parting 
with  them.  He  had  one  more  paffover 
yet  to  eat  with  them  before  he  differ’d,  and  he  de¬ 
fied  to  eat  it,  He  knew  the  day  of  his  death  was 

now 
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now  at  hand*  and  as  a  wife  father  and  faithful  mafter 
to  hrs  family*  he  fets  his  h-oitfe  in  order. 

1.  His  hour  was  now  come  *  the  hour  of  his  death. 
And  a  fweet  account  it  is  that  is  here  given  of  death : 
his  hour  was  come  that  he  (hould  defart  out  of  this 
world  unto  the  Father.  Death  is  this  to  all  die  God¬ 
ly  in  Chrifi  Jefus .  They  leave  this  world  and  go  to 
the  Father  as  Chrifi  did. 

Chrift’s  time  on  earth  was  fixed  to  a  day  and  an 
hour *  and  fo  is  ours  in  the  divine  decree.  The  time 
of  his  coming  into  the  world  was  foreknown  and 
appointed  to  an  hour,  and  he  came  in  the  fulnefs 
cf  time.  So  was  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  world* 
and  he  died  in  the  appointed  hour. 

2.  Our  Lord  Jefus  had  a  perfect  knowledge ,  and 
took  an  exadt  notice  of  the  day  and  hour  wherein  he 
was  to  die;  when  Jefus  knew  that  his  hour  was 
come; 

1.  Fie  knew  the  hour:  he  knew  all  things,  and  to 
be  fure  the  things  concerning  himfelf  We  know  not 
the  hour  or  day  of  our  death  •,  we  only  know  that 
we  muft  fliortly  die,  every  one  of  us  ;  but  we  know 
nothing  of  the  time  or  manner*  when  or  how  we 
fiiall  die.  Man  knoweth  not  his  tune:  our  times  are 
in  Gods  hand ,  and  the  number  of  our  months  is  with 
him .  We  may  by  various  fymptoms  fometimes  know 
that  our  dying  hour  is  approaching  ;  but  Chrifi  al¬ 
ways  knew  the  very  hour  and  manner  of  his  death. 
“  It  was  the  moft  remarkable  hour,  fays  one,  fince 
“  the  clock  of  time  was  fet  agoing  ”,  It  was  the 
great  hour  which  the  decrees  and  counfels  of  heaven* 
and  the  frophefies  of  fcripture,  refpe&ing  man’s  re¬ 
demption*  did  point  to. 

2.  He  took  notice  of  the  hour’s  approach.  Wherr 
Jefus  knew  that  his  hour  was  come ,  i.  e.  He  had  it  in 

his  thought,  he  confidered  it,  and  made  provifion 
for  it.  He  applied  himfelf  inftantly  and  diligently 
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to  do  what  was  proper  and  neceffary  at  fuch  an  hour. 
This  is  knowledge  in  the  language  of  the  J 'crip - 
Hires . 

Doff  Our  Lordjefus  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his  fie/h 
was  always  mindful  of  the  hour  oj  his  death,  and  dili¬ 
gently  preparing  for  it. 

This  is  one  inltance  wherein  our  Lord  hath  given 
us  an  example,  and  it  may  afford  a  very  proper 
and  profitable  meditation  to  dying  men . 

1.  He  was  often  fpeaking  to  his  difciples  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  his  death !  this  fhows  how  much 
he  thought  of  it,  and  how  conftantly  he  kept  it  in 
mind.  It  was  a  mod:  familiar  and  ufual  thing  with 
him,  and  he  appear’d  to  delight  much  in  fpeaking 
of  it.  We  read  Matth.  xvi.  21.  From  that  time 
forth  began  Jefus  to  Jhew  unto  his  difciples ,  how  that 
he  mu  ft  go  unto  Jerufalem ,  and  fuffer  many  things  oj 
the  elders  and  the  chief  pri  efts  and  j crib cs  and  be  killed 
and  be  raifed  again  the  third  day.  It  was  upon  Peter's. 
confeffing  him  to  be  the  Chrift ,  the  Son  of  the  living 
God,  that  he  began  to  fhew  the  manner  of  his  death 
to  his  difciples.  When  they  were  come  to  this  mea- 
fure  of  knowledge  and  faith,  then  he  began  frequent¬ 
ly  to  fpeak  of  his  being  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
men ,  and  that  they  Jhould  kill  him.  Mat .  xvii.  22. 
St.  Mark  obferves  that  he  fpake  thefe  things  openly ; 
freely,  plainly,  publickly.  Mark  viii.  31.  And 
as  his  fufferings  came  on  he  infilled  on  it,  and  bid 
them  let  it  Jink  deep  into  their  hearts.  Luke  ix.  44. 
q.  d.  Mark  well  this  particular  and  remember  it, 
take  fpecial  notice  of  it  and  keep  it  in  mind. 

Yet  we  read  once  and  again  that  they  u?iderftood 
not  thefe  things,  that  the  faying  was  hid  from  them , 
&c.  It  was  not  for  want  of  Clirifl’s  fpeaking  ex- 
prefsly  and  intelligibly  of  the  thing,  but  becaufe 
they  were  flow  and  loath  to  believe  it  >  they  were  uft- 
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Willing  to  take  his  words  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  yet 
they  were  utterly  at  a  lofs  what  other  fenfe  to  put 
on  them ;  they  even  chofe  rather  not  to  underftand 
them,  than  to  take  them  literally  in  the  plain 
'enfe.  Read  Luke  xviii.  31.  Then  he  took  the 
twelve  and  f aid  to  them ,  Behold  we  go  up  to  Jerufa- 
lent,  and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the  prophets 
concerning  the  [on  of  man  Jhall  be  accomplijhed  for 
h-  Jhall  be  delivered  unto  the  Gentiles ,  and  fall  be 
mocked ,  and  fpitefi ully  entreated  and  J pit  upon  and 
they  Jhall  f courge  him  and  put  him  to  death. 

By  thefe  paffages  it  appears  abundantly,  that 
our  Lord  was  always  mindful  of  the  hour  of  his 
death.  But  to  give  further  evidence  hereof, 

2.  He  took  and  even  made  occafions  to  fpeak  of 
it.  He  took  the  occafions  that  offered,  he  lometimes 

made  occafions  when  they  did  not  feem  to  offer,  for 
this  thing. 

When  fome  bid  him  take  care  of  himfelf  for  He- 
1  od  would  kill  Mm,  he  readily  and  freely  anfwered, 
Luke  xiii.  32.  I  do  cures  to  day  and  to  morrow,  and 
on  the  third  day  I  Jhall  be  perfected,  q.  d.  “  I 
know  1  miilt  die  and  that  ihortly  ;  I  expeift  it, 
“  l  count  upon  it  in  a few  days,  within  two  or  three: 
“  11  will  not  furprife  me,  I  fiiall  welcome  it  when  it 
comes ;  for  it  will  not  come  till  I  lhallhave  finilh- 
“  ed  my  work,  till  that  is  perfected-,  and  to  perfect 
1  ‘  all  that  concerns  my  glory  in  the  falvation  of  men  ”, 
Again  we  read  Luke  ix.  43,  That  while  his  dif 
•fit's  were  amazed  at  the  mighty  power  of  God  in  the 
miracles  which  he  had  wrought,  and  while  they  won¬ 
der  d  at  all  the  things  which  he  did,  he  made  this 
advantage  of  tiieir  admiration  and  ailonifhment,  to 
fay  unto  them,  Let,  this  fink  down  into  your  ears, 
for  the  fon  of  man  Jhall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
men.  In  like  manner  when  three  of  the  difciples  had 
feeo  him  transfigured ,  feen  his  glory  jn  the  holy 
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mount ;  as  he  came  down  with  them  he  charged  them 
faying,  Tell  no  man  of  the  vifion  till  the  [on  of  man  is 
rifen  from  the  dead.  Matth,  xvii.  9.  It  was  doubt  - 
lefs  a  very  unexpected  thing  to  them  that  he  fhould 
then  fpeak  to  them  of  his  dy  ing ,  when  they  had  juft 
feen  the  image  of  immortal  life  and  glory  upon  hint  s 
but  then  he  faw  it  molt  proper  to  put  them  in  mind 
of  it.  Again,  when  the  people  alked  fome  mighty 
work  from  him,  like  that  of  the  manna  from  heaven 
in  the  days  of  Mofes ,  his  anfwer  referr’d  them  to 
hitnfelfsss  the  bread  from  heaven,  and  he  told  them 
of  eating  the  flefh  and  drinking  the  blood  of  the  fon  of 
man.  John  vi.  5.  Which  was  to  fay,  that  they 
had  more  need  think  of  their  fouls  feeding  and  living 
by  faith  upon  a  flain  and  crucified  Saviour. 

Ao-ain,  when  a  voice  from  heaven  anlwered  him, 
and  the  people  faid  it  thunder'd ,  the  improvement 
which  he  made  of  their  furprife  on  io  great  an  oc- 
cafion  was  this,  John  xii.  32.  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth  will  draw  all  men  to  me  ■,  fg  nifying 
by  what  death  he  fhould  die.  Which  words  did 
yet  more  lurprife  and  amaze  the  people,  and 
they  anfwer’d  him  •,  JVe  have  heard  out  of  the  law 
that  Chrifi  abideth  for  ever ,  how  then  fayejl  thou , 
the  fon  of  man  muft  be  lifted  up  ?  Again  when  the 
Jews  demanded  of  him  a  fign,  he  anlwered  them, 
Deftroy  this  temple  (meaning  his  body)  and  in  three 
days  1  will  raife  it  up.  And  again  when  they  alked 
of  him  a  fign  from  heaven ,  he  took  his  anfwer  from 
the  grave  and  from  the  deep ,  the  fign  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  Jonas:  for  as  he.  was  three  days  and  nights  in  the 
belly  of  the  whale ,  fo  fhould  the  fon  of  man  be  in  the 
grave. 

Thus  our  Lord  took  and  even  made  occafions  to» 
fpeak  of  his  death,  fo  much  was  it  in  his  heart  and 
upon  his  tongue.  So  intent  was  his  mind  upon  it 
that  rTothirtg  could  divert  him  from  it,  but  he  made 
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cvei  y  thing  to  bear  down  upon  that. 

He?f,v  if  nrdc  ir  OI,C  chief  articIe  in  his  prayers. 
T  i  jd  f  11 5°  he  carried  it  on  his  heart  un- 
is  Mber  in  his  prayers  both  private  and  pub- 

i  'r  .  e  Pa  f  °  lt:  111  his  folemn  devotions  with 
p  eauire,  with  fear  and  deprecation,  and  with  refie- 
nation.  e> 

i.  Sometimes  with  pleafure  and  joy.  John  xvii.  3 
•  .vr’  {be  hour  is  come,  glorify  thy  Son.  Here  he 
rejoiced  in  lpint,  with  holy  triumph,  at  the  near  ap¬ 
proach  of  his  dying  hour.  Ver.  ii.  And  now  l  am 
no  m0re  t„  the  world ,  but  I  come  to  thee  holy  Fa¬ 
ther  !  lie  had  alfo  faid  before  this  to  his  difciples, 

foon  xiv.  28.  If  ye  loved  me  ye  -would  rejoice,  bccaufe 
■l  go  to  the  lather.  J 


2  At.  pmes  neverthelefs  he  Drayed  about  his 
aeath  with  fear  and  deprecation.  ‘  He  was  heard  in 
that  he  feared,  lor  his  fears  did  but  try  and  prove 
ins  faith  and  love.  He  prayed  with  ftrong  cryino- 
ana  tears  as  his  hour  came  on.  John  xii.  27.  Now 
is  my  foul  troubled,  and  what  Jh all  I  fay?  Father 
fave  me  from  this  hour  !  but  therefore  came  I  to  this 
hour :  Father  glorify  thy  name.  In  his  agonies  in  the 
garden  lie  prayed  fervently  with  deprecations,  Fa- 
toer,  if  it  be  poffible  let  the  cup  pafs.  Mark  xiv.  35. 

S'  j:  f  he. pray’d  with  great  refignations,  with 
■  ptrrecl  entire  and  ablolute  refignation  in  the 
profpedt  and  at  the  near  approach  of  the  accurfed 
deatn.  Malth.  xxvi.  42.  0  my  Father,  if  this 

•  up  may  not  pafs  away  from  me,  thy  will  be 

done.  ■ 

I  nils,  whether  our  Lord  was  converiing  with 
•■uci!,'  and  preaching  to  them,  or  whether  he  was. 
praying  to  God,  his  death  was  Hill  in  his  eye,  and 
a  fpecial  part  of  his  prayers  or  lermons. 

4.  I  Je  made  his  death  a  fpecial  motive  and  ar^ 
gument  for  diligence  and  induftry  in  his  work. 
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John  ix.  4.  1  mafl  work  the  works  of  him  that  fent 

me  while  it  is  day ,  the  night  Someth  wherein  no  man 
can  work .  He  wifely  look’d  on  his  fhort  life  upon 
earth  as  a  fingle  day,  appointed  him  by  the  Father 
for  the  finifhing  the  great  work  he  had  undertaken ; 
and  accordingly  he  fet  early  about  it,  and  went 
on  in  it  with  diligence  and  conftancy.  His  motive, 
which  he  pleas’d  to  give,  was  —  the  night  cometh , 
the  night  of  death,  when  man’s  work  on  earth  ends. 
We  have  hut  a  day  to  work  and  fuffer  in,  and  had 
need  think  of  getting  our  work  done,  and  well  done, 
for  the  night  will  prefently  be  upon  us.  Luke  xii. 
50.  I  have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptifed  with ,  and  how 
am  I  Jlraitned  till  it  be  accompli  feed.  Mind  the  fore- 
fight,  expeftation  and  provifion  here  intimated,  1 
have  a  baptifm  before  me;  and  then  the  forwardnefs 
and  earned  defire  with  which  he  met  his  bufferings ; 
how  am  I  Jlraitned  (or  pained ,  as  a  woman  expecting 
the  hour  of  her  deliverance,  and  making  all  proper 
and  needful  preparations  for  it:)  how  do  I  long  for 
the  time  and  welcome  the  hour  of  pains  and  fharp 
travail ,  neceffary  to  the  redemption  of  men,  that 
I  may  have  the  after-joy  of  feeing  my  feed,  many 
fons  born  to  God  and  brought  to  glory.  Thus 
our  Lord  kept  his  death  in  mind,  as  a  conftant 

and  powerful  motive  to  carry  him  through  his 
work.  ° 

5*  The  nearer  it  came  the  more  intent  and  fixed 
his  holy  mind  and  heart  was  upon  it.  -He  even 
haften  d  to  meet  it:  he  fct  his  face  to  go  up  to  it. 
Luke  ix.  53.  And  it  came  to  pafs  when  the  time  was 
eome  that  he  Jhould  be  received  up ,  he  ftedfaftly  fct 
sis  jace  to  go  to  j erufalem :  the  place  where  lie  was 
to  luffer  and  die.  He  went  directly,  chearfulM 
reiolutely.  In  our  text  we  find  him  there,  and 
wholly  intent  upon  the  death  before  him.  He  en¬ 
ter  d  into  the  mod  tender  and  pathetical  farezvel 
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difcourfes  with  his  difciples,  and  made  the  moft 
heavenly  parting  prayer  with  them  and  for  them; 
and  then  ftraitway  led  them  over  the  brook  Cedran , 
into  the  garden ,  the  place  where  he  knew  the  trai¬ 
tor  would  come  with  his  black  guard  from  the 
thief  priefts  and  pharifees.  When  they  came,  he 
ftept  forth  to  them  and  faid,  Whom  feek  ye  ?  John 
xviih  4.  And  they  anfwered,  Jefus  of  Nazareth ; 
he  faid  unto  them,  /  am  he.  With  this  calmnels 
and  freedom  he  furrender’d  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  men  to  die  for  us.  His  hour  was  come,  and  he 
would  no  more  withdraw  himfelf  from  them  that 
fought  his  life. 

6.  And  laftly,  he  fet  his  houfe  in  order  ;  as  Heze - 
hah  was  bid  to  do  when  the  melfage  of  death  was 
delivered  unto  him.  He  retir’d  for  a  private  com¬ 
munion  with  his  family,  to  prepare  them  for  his 
hour:  he  inftrudted  them,  comforted,  exhorted, 
warned,  and  charged  them;  he  pray’d  with  them, 
eat  his  lall  paffover  with  them,  and  inftituted  his 
holy  fupper;  as  a  dying  Lord  and  Father  that  was 
now  to  be  taken  from  them.  He  preached  them 
a  long  farewel  fermon ,  full  of  inftrudtion  and  con¬ 
solation.  The  fubjeft  of  it  was  his  own  leaving 
them,  as  to  his  bodily  prefence,  but  his  more  abun¬ 
dant  fpiritual  prefence  with  them  after  his  afcenfion 
from  them.  He  waftfd  their  feet,  charging  them 
to  be  humble  and  lowly,  meek  and  loving  to  one 
.another.  He  taught  them  to  abftraft  themfelves 
from  the  world  they  liv’d  in,  and  to  prepare  for 
hatred,  contempt  and  wrongs  from  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  to  be  intent  only  on  fpiritual  fervices  and  enjoy¬ 
ments  here,  and  on  the  rewards  of  the  life  to  come. 
So  having  finifhed  his  teftimony  and  work, he  refign- 
ed  himfelf  up  into  the  hands  of  his  crucifiers. 

The  reafons  of  this  bleffed  conduit  of  our  holy 
Saviour  are  apparent. 
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1 .  His  death  was  fo  great  a  thing  in  our  redemp- 
tion  that  it  muff  needs  be  continually  kept  in  mind 
by  him.  And  that  both  in  refpeft  of  the  impetration 
and  application  of  it. 

As  to  the  firfiy  it  was  the  meritorious  price  and 
caufe  of  our  Redemption.  The  atonement  for  our 
fins,  the  fatisfadlion  to  God’s  juftice,  his  bearing 
the  curie  of  the  law,  our  ranfom  from  eternal  death, 
and  the  purchafe  of  eternal  life  for  believers,  is  the 
bieffed  fruit  of  this  death.  The  Redeemer  therefore 
could  not  but  have  his  eye  always  upon  it,  and  be 
ever  adting  with  a  direft  refpe£t  unto  it. 

And  then  in  the  applicatmi  of  the  pur  chafed  re¬ 
demption,  the  death  of  Chrift  is  the  great  and  chief 
thing  that  the  believer’s  heart  and  eye  fixes  on. 
In  him  we  have  redemptmi  through  his  blood.  He 
is-  held  forth  to  us  byGod  to  be  a  propitiation  through 
faith  in  his  blood .  We  look  to  him  as  pierced ,  and 
and  behold  him  as  the  Lamb  jlain. 

In  his  death  were  the  prophecies  and  types  and 
facraments  of  the  old  Left  ament  explained  and  fulfil¬ 
led  ;  for  therefore  by  the  law  were  all  things  purged 
with  blood:  and  under  theGofpel  difpenfation  we  are 
baptifed  into  his  death ,  and  in  the  jupper  we  fhow 
forth  the  Lord's  death*  till  he  come  again. 

It  is  therefore  fo  great  a  thing  in  our  redemption , 
that  it  is,  no  wonder  our  Lord  continually  kept  it  in 
mind  while  he  was  here  on  earth  •,  as  indeed  for  the 
fame  reafon  it  fliould  be  always  .by  all  chriftians, 
and  is  by  all  believers. 

2.  It  was  to  give  us  an  exa?nple\  that  while  we  live* 
we  fliould  be  ever  in  the  remembrance  of  his  death, 
and  of  our  own .  His  example  is  glorious,  infinitely 
deferving  our  imitation,  and  obliging  us  to  do  it. 
And  this  is  no  fmall  thing  in  the  glorious  example 
our  Lord  has  given,  us,  namely,  Lhat  he  lived  mind* 
ful  of  and  thoughtful  about  his  dying  hour.  Herein  he 
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fill  filled  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  holy  law ,  which  re¬ 
quires  the  like  of  us :  that  we  confider  our  latter  end , 
that  we  number  our  days  fo  as  to  apply  our  hearts  to 
wijdom , .  that  we  be  waiting  all  the  days  of  our  appoint¬ 
ed  time  till  our  change  come .  Let  us  learn  this  of  Chrift 
that  we  may  be  his  difciples.  Learn  it  from  the  re¬ 
cords  of  his  wife  and  holy  life,  which  are  written  for 
our  learning,, and  fhould  be  a  high  reafon,  argument 
•l'nd  motive  with  us.  If  the  Son  of  God  being  found 
in  fafhion  as  a  man,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh, 
being  to  become  obedient  to  death,  always  kept  his 
lafl:  hour  and  the  manner  of  his  death  in  a  lively  re¬ 
membrance;  and  made  it  his  motive  in  working  the 
works  of  God ;  and  in  his  prayers  quicken’d  himfelf 
by  the  remembrance  of  it;  and  the  nearer  it  came 
was  more  and  more  intent  in  thinking  of  it,  and  in 
getting  into  actual  readinefs  there-for ;  furely  it  is  to 
teach,  admonifh  and  command  us  to  do  fo  like- 
wife . 

And  thus  I  have  fallen  into  the  proper  ufe  of  the 
do  Brine.  Let  this  mind  and  heart  be  in  you ,  which  was 
in  Chrift  Jefus:  and  let  the  appointed  remembrance 
of  his  death  affift  and  quicken  you  in  this  point  of 
conformity  to  him. 

i.  Let  us  learn  of  Chrift  to  think  much,  often 
and  ferioufly  of  our  dying  hour ;  to  keep  it  in  mind 
and  quicken  our  felves  in  our  work.  Did  our  Lord 
need  this  remembrance  of  his  death?  or  is  it  Written 
for  our  fake?  both.  It  furely  became  him  as  a  man 
that  was  to  die,  and  for  the  fake  of  us  poor  mortals 
it  is  doubtlefs  written :  ' That  the  life  of  Jefus  may  be 
manifefted  in  us  in  this  mortal  ftate.  We  fhould 
hold  our  felves  much  the  more  obliged  to  live  as 
dying  men,  fince  we  have  known  the  manner  of 
Chrift’s  life,  who  came  into  our  world  to  die .  i  Cor . 
xv.  31.  I  die  daily .  1  ThefiT.  v.  6.  Ye  bre¬ 

thren  are  not  in  darknefs ,  that  that  day  fhould  come 
nton  sou  unawares.  2.  When 
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2®  When  we  perceive  our  hour  coming  on ,  let  us 
then  in  conformity  to  our  Saviour  be  more  earned 
and  particular  in  our  preparations,  and  get  into  actu¬ 
al  readinefs  for  our  change.  We  do  not  know  the 
precife  time  of  our  death,  as  Chrijl  did  his ;  but  we 
may  very  often  have  realon  to  think  it  nigh  by  rea- 
fon  of  growing  weaknelfes,  pains  and  illneftes, 
whereby  fome  in  a  manner  are  always  delivered  to 
death.  We  may  more  certainly  know  the  approach 
of  our  death  by  the  infirmities  of  age  creeping 
on  us  ;  in  the  day  when  our  eyes  darken,  our  knees 
grow  feeble,  and  gray  hairs  multiply  apace  on  us : 
Then  is  the  dujl  returning  to  the  earth  as  it  was .  But 
be  it  fooner  or  later  that  Chrift  calls  us  away, 
upon  the  firft  intimations  of  a  more  immediate  call, 
let  us  put  our  fouls  in  order  and  get  ready  to 

go. 

And  here  let  me  name  a  few  particulars  in  our  pre¬ 
parations  for  death,  in  conformity  to  the  life  of  our 
Lord  Jefks . 

1.  Let  us  get  our  fouls  changed ,  irradiated  and 
transfigured  ;  fome  light  of  the  glory  of  God  upon 
them,  and  iome  happy  fenfe  of  the  love  of  God  to  us 
and  of  communion  with  him,  before  we  die.  Our 
Lord  going  to  his  crofs,  took  the  mount  of  transfigu¬ 
ration  in  his  way;  the  light  whereof  help’d  him  (or 
rather  the  three  favoured  difciples)  againft  the  hour 
of  darknefs  coming  on.  So  Mofes  got  a  fight  of  Ca¬ 
naan  before  his  eafy  death ;  and  Shneon  got  a  fight 
of  Chrijl  and  the  falvation  of  God,  and  wifh’d  to  go 
in  peace :  and  Stephen  faw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Je- 
fus  (landing  on  his  right  hand,  and  kneeled  down  to 
die.  Like  thefe  happy  Saints  let  us  get  our  fouls 
changed  into  the  image  of  Chrijl ,  from  glory  to  glory. 
Be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind, 
and  fo  be  ready,  then  be  willing  to  die.  O  for  a 
ray  of  the  excellent  glory  upon  the  foul,  before  it 
leaves  the  body !  F  f  2.  Let 
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•  2.  Letusprepare  forourdeath,asChriftdidforhis, 

byexprefting  inrhebeft  manner  we  can  the  graces  of 
humility  and  charity.  Thefe  were  efpecially  illuftrious 
in  our  Lord  Jeffs  as  his  hour  came  on.  Then  he  wajh’d 
hii  difciples  feet,  and  taught  them  to  waff  one  another’ s 
feet.  I  hen  he  gave  them  his  new  and  dear  command¬ 
ment,  that  they  fhould  love  one  another :  as  I  have 
loved  you  that  ye  love  one  another.  Then  he  affefti- 
onately  pray’d  for  and  over  them,  exhorted  and 
comforted  them  as  a  father  his  children.  And  then 
he  meekly  and  mercifully  forgave  and  pray’d  for  his 
cruel  and  infulting  enemies.  In  this  frame  and  tem¬ 
per  let  us  defire  to  live,  and  to  prepare  for  and  meet 
our  death. 

3-  Let  us  get  ready  for,  and  meet  our  dying  hour, 
as  Chrift  did  his,  with  continued  and  moft  ardent  pray 
ers..  It  is  truly  obferved  of  our  blefied  Saviour  He¬ 
brews  v.  7.  ‘That  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  he  offer’d 
up  prayers  and  fupplications  with  Jlrong  crying  and 
tears.  More  efpecially  we  read  of  thefe  as  his  end 
came  on.  He  pray’d  the  more  fervently  for  himfelf, 
for  his  difciples,  for  all  his  eled,  and  alfo  for  his  e- 
nemies.  He  died  praying.  There  is  no  preparing 
for  death,  nor  going  pioufly  and  happily  through 
it,  without  prayer.  How  humbly  and  fervently  did 
Hezekiah  pray,  when  he  was  to  die.  So  Stephen  died 
calling  upon  God.  If  it  were  only  the  final  parting 
with  our  friends,  the  cafe  calls  for  prayer  ;  how 
much  more  the  going  into  the  eternal  world, 
and  committing  our  fpirits.  So  the  gracious  Apojlle 
kneeled  down  and  prayed  with  his  weeping  friends 
that  were  to  fee  his  face  no  more ;  and  fo  Stephen 
on  his  knees  cried  to  Jeffs  to  receive  his  fpirit. 

4.  Let  us  get  ready  for,  and  meet  our  death,  as 
Thrift  did  his,  by  fpeaking  to  all  about  us  of  God,  his 
truths  and  ways,  leaving  our  teftimony  to  them,  and 
charging  thofe  that  belong  to  us  to  abide  in  them. 

•  ‘  •  .  '  We 
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>We  have  the  laft  words  of  Jacob ,  and  Mofei ,'  arid 
JoJhua,  and  David  \  and  they  were  great  arid  good, 
like  the  life  of  the  perfons  that  utter’d  them.  But 
above  all  we  have  the  loft  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
in  the  five  chapters  following  my  text,-  and  they  are 
worthy  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature  and  dying 
flelh.  May  he  grave  them  deep  on  our  hearts  by 
the  finp-er  of  his  holy  Spirit .  And  when  we  COirne  to 
die,  how  glorious  will  it  be  if  we  can  take  leave  of 
thofe  that  come  about  us,  with  an  open  mouth  and 
an  enlarged  heart. 

5.  Let  us  get  ready  for  our  death,  and  meet  it  as 
Chrift  did  his,  by  an  explicite  folemn  renewing  our 
covenant  with  God  in  his  appointed  way.  As  his  hour 
came  on  he  eat  the  pajfover  with  his  difciples  ;  and 
becaufe  it  was  his  laft ,  he  did  it  with  great  defire. 
Luke  xxii.  14,  1 5,  16.  And  when  his  hour  was 
come ,  he  fat  down  and  the  twelve  Apoftles  with  him : 
and  he  fi 'aid  unto  them ,  With  defire  I  have  defired  to , 
cat  this  pajfover  with  you  before  I  fufifer :  for  1  fay 
unto  yoUi  I  will  not  any  more  eat  thereof ,  until  it  be 
fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  pajfover  was 
prefently  to  be  fulfilled  and  finifh’d  in  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  in  the  flipper  of  our  Lord,  which  in  his 
kingdom  is  the  ordinance  that  comes  in  its  place. 
As  Chrift  eat  the  pajfover ,  and  inftituted  and  admi- 
nifter’d  the  holy  fupper  juft  before  lus  laft  fu  fie  rings, 
and  went  the  more  chearfully  to  die  after  thefe  a£ts 
of  folemn  devotion  *,  fo  the  holy  fupper  (our  Goi- 
pel  paffover)  eaten  by  faith,  is  an  excellent  prepara¬ 
tive  for  fufferings  and  death  it  felf.  So  Chrift  has 
bid  us  to  be  fhewing forth  his  death  till  he  come  *,  and 
when  he  comes  to  call  us  away  from  his  houfe  and  or¬ 
dinances  here,  it  will  be  good  for  us  that  he  find  us 
fo  doing. .  Blejfed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeih  his 
garment sr  walking^  with  him  in  his  appointed  ways.; 
So  we  muft  be  fhewing  that  we  love  and  look  for 
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his  appearing.  And  we  fliould  define  fo  to  come  unto, 
and  be  at  the  table  of  Chrift  from  time  to  time,  as 
thole  that  confider  every  time  may  be  our  laft  com¬ 
munion  on  earth.  Go  as  preparing  for  death  and 

rl  V.C  j°'n^  t,°  thrift,  an(J  as  one  learning  of 
Lhrijt  s  dying,  how  to  die  in  him. 

Many  are  gone  into  the  practice  of  private  com- 
munions  with  dying  perfons .  I  am  aware  of  the  oriqi- 
ml  and  abnfes  of  that  cultom.  Yet  I  can  eafily 
make  allowances  for  the  prejudices  of  education^ either 
m  favour  of  it,  or  in  oppofition  to  it.  Had  we 
been  educated  in  favour  of  it,  we  might  poffibly 
have  gone  high  in  our  opinion  for  it.  lam  well  fa- 
tisfied  in  our  known  principle  and  practice  in  that 
matter.  But  I  judge  not  tnole  who  devoutly  make 
ufe  of  this  means,  among  others,  in  their  more  im¬ 
mediate  preparations  for  death.  And  I  doubt  not 
but  many  an  humble  holy  heart  has  found  comfort 
in  it.  Yet  my  judgment  is  for  the  ufe  of  our  pub- 
lick  and  folemn  church-communions,  as  the  pro- 
pot,  fufficient,  and  defigned  means  of  our  prepara¬ 
tion  for  a  fafe  and  joyful  going  to  (Thrift.  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  my  counfel  and  advice  is,  that  we  always 
keep  his  holy  feaft  with  fincerity  and  great  folemni- 
ty,  as  thofe  that  are  looking  to  die  fhortly,  and 
are,  they  know  not  how  fuddenly,  to  appear  before 
the  judgment  feat  of  (Thrift. 

Surely  if  we  rightly  remember  the  dying  of  the 
Lo/ d  Jefus,  it  will  greatly  help  us  to  remember 
duly  our  own,  and  to  be  in  a  diligent fhabitual  and 
actual)  preparation  for  it.  If  we  ferioufiy  and  of¬ 
ten  confider  how  he  died,  why  he  died,  and  his 
great  love  in  dying  for  us,  it  will  tend  to  plant  us 
(and  that  more  and  more  daily)  in  the  likenefs  of 
his  death ;  and  caufe  to  us  to  live  our  few  days  in 
the  fielh,  not  to  our  dying  felves,  nor  to  a  .palling 
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worlds  but  to  a  living  Saviour  who  died  for  us  and 
rofe  again. 

In  a  word,  as  thofe  who  negledt  the  ordinance 
of  the  /upper,  the  memorial  of  Chrift’s  dying,  feem 
to  forget  that  he  has  died,  and  that  they  themfelves 
muftdie  fhortly  and  go  to  judgment;  feem  to  for¬ 
get  their  own  fouls  as  well  as  their  Saviour-,  feem 
very  negligent  of  the  manner  and  end  of  Chrift’s 
dying,  and  how  they  /Kail  be  able  to  die  themfelves ; 
fo  the  frequent  ferious  exhibition  of  the  death  of 
Chrift  at  his  table,  has  a  manifeft  tendency  to  make 
us  know  our  end  and  the  meafure  of  our  days,  what 
it  is ;  and  to  keep  us  in  a  conftant  preparation  for 
it.  This  frequent  renewing  our  covenant  with  God 
tends  to  keep  our  hearts  with  him,  to  make  us  live 
to  him,  and  walk  with  him,  till  he  fhall  take  us 
to  himfelf. 

And  let  the  uncertainty  of  the  hour  quicken  us  in 
the  ufe  of  means,  to  redeem  our  time,  to  improve 
our  fabbaths,  and  to  continue  with  one  accord  in 
God’s  houfe,  in  the  fellowfhip  of  his  Saints,  in  break¬ 
ing  of  bread  and  in  prayers.  And  that  we  might  more 
pray  and  preach  and  hear  and  communicate  as  dying 
perfons,  let  thole  words  of  our  Lord  fink  deep  in¬ 
to  our  hearts,  Luke  xii.  35 — 40.  Let  your  loins  be 
girded  about ,  and  your  lights  burning  *,  and  be  your 
felves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord ,  that 
when  he  cometh  and  knocketh  they  ?nay  open  to  him 
immediately :  BleJJed  are  thofe  ferv  ants  whom  the  Lord 
when  he  cometh  /ball  find  watching : — And  if  he  fhall 
come  in  the  fecond  watch ,  or  come  in  third  watch ,  and 
find  them  fo ,  blcjfed  are  thofe  fervants:  — Be  ye  there¬ 
fore  ready  alfo ,  for  the  fan  of  man  co?neth  at  an  hour 
when  ye  think  not. 

I  conclude  with  a  word  of  comfort  unto  them, that 
through  grace  have  liv’d,and  do  live  mindful  of  their 
dying  hmr,  and  in  preparation  for  it.  O  the  con- 
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ifoktion  that  belongs  to-fuch,  who  have  liv’d  like 
^hrtft  in  the  flefh,  and  there  is  nothing  now  before 
them  but  to  die  in  him,  to  die  as  he  did,  and’  to  o-0 
to  be  with  him  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory.  They 
may  at  laft  (by  his  help)  bow  their  heads,  as  he  did 
and  give  up  tbe’gbojl:  having  followed  him  in  the 
regeneration  here,  they  fhall  be  about  his  throne  for 
evermore.  Let  fuch  read  the  whole  of  my  text  and 
tafte  the  comfort  of  it:  When  Jefus  knew  that  his 
hour  was  come,  that  he  Jhould  depart  out  of  this  world 
■unto  the  Father,  having  looted  his  own  which  were  in 
iyhe  wot1  Id,  he  loved  unto  the  end .  Y”ou  may  well  live 
the  few  days  yet  before  you  in  the  flefh  on  thofe  two 
plain  and  mighty  truths  ;  that  as  you  know  your 
hour  is  coming  on,  fo  it  is  only  for  your  departure 
out  of  this  world  unto  the  Father:  and  that  as  (Thrift 
has  loved  you  as  his  own  while  you  have  been  in  the 
world,  fo  you  may  depend  on  it  (may  live  and  die 
upon  it)  that  he  will  love  you  to  the  end  •,  to  the  end 
of  your  piefent  life  here,  and  through  the  never  end* 
ing  ages  of  eternity. 
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Jesus  evidently  Jet  forth  cru¬ 
cified. 


Galatians  iii.  i. 

""  Before  vuhofe  eyes  ffefus  Chrift  bath 
been  evidently  jet  forth  crucified  a* 
mong  you.  - 


Fir  ft  PART. 


L  A  T I A  was  a  part  of  the  Idler 
Afia,  now  under  the  dominion  of  the 
G  fei k  ‘Turks .  We  read  in  the  xviii..  Chapter 
of  the  Adis,  that  the  apojlle  Paulxx'i- 
veil’d  over  that  country.  The  feed 
of  the  gofpel,  there  fown,  grew  up.  into  feverat 
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churches.  To  them,  the  churches  of  a  province, 
the  epijlle  is  directed.  They  lay  at  a  diftance  from 
Judea,  and  yet  it  is  faid  that  Jefus  Chrift  had  been 
evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among  them.  '  Whether 
any  of  the  Galatians  were  at  Jerufalem  at  the  time 
of  his  crucifixion,  doth  not  appear  nor  is  it  ne- 
cellary  to  luppofe  it.  It  is  not  faid  that  any  of  them 
faw  him  die  on  the  crofs,  but  only  that  he  had  been 
evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among  them,  and  as  it 
were  before  their  eyes . 

Before  whofie  eyes:  fome  have  thought  it  enough 
to  fay,  in  regione  vobis  vicina-,  veflra  etiam  estate  :°in 
your  neighbourhood,  and  in  your  own  times,  was  the 
Lord  crucified.  But  this  leems  a  lean  and  narrow 
interpretation.  There  is  ^  more  fpiritual  and  ex- 
lenfive  fenfe,  to  all  places  and  times  of  the  Chriftian 
church.  Before  our  eyes,  and  among  us  has  our 
Lord  Jefus  been  evidently  let  forth  crucified,  as 
well  as  among  the  Galatians.  Indeed  there  were 
fome  advantageous  circumftances  wherein  he  was  fo 
fet  forth  among  them,  as  he  is  not  among  us.  The 
doefrine  oi  Chrift  crucified  was  preached  to  them 
by  Apo files  and  men  infpir’d;  by  thofe  that  had 
feen  Chrift,  or  it  may  be  had  feen  him  crucified. 
And  moreover  they  wrought  miracles  in  the  name 
ol  Chrift,  came  in  the  power  of  the  holy  ghoft,  and 
his  gifts  were  manifeft  in  them :  they  fpake  fit  may 
be)  to  the  Galatians  in  their  own  tongue,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  might  fall  upon  fome  of  them.  In  this 
lenle  fome  take  the  words  after  the  text,  Receive  ye 
the  fpirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing 
of  faith?  Now  we  have  not  finch  preachers,  in  finch 
manner  to  fie l  forth  Chrift  crucified  atnong  us:  but  in 
the  records  of  thefe  things  he  is  ftill  thus  held  forth 
unto  us. 

It  remains  yet  to  obferve,  how  and  unto  what  ends 
the  words  are  introduced:  0  foolijh  Galatians!  who 
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hath  bewitched  you?  that  you  fhould  not  obey  the 
truth:  before  whofe  eyes  Jefus  Chrilt  hath  been  e- 
vidently  fet  forth,  crucified  among  you.  The 
churches  of  Galatia  had,  it  feems,  been  groily  mifled 
and  corrupted  by  fome  judaizing  teachers  in  two 
points:  i.  That  it  was  neceflary  ftill  to  obferve  the 
law  of  Mofes:  2.  That  juftification  was  by  the 
works  of  the  law.  The  firft  error  led  into  the  fe- 
cond.  To  rebuke  and  corredt  thele  pernicious  er¬ 
rors,  is  the  defign  of  the  Epiftle.  The  Apojlle  (lands 
amazed  at  the  thing,  that  they  fhould  be  fo  feduced  ; 
and  he  moft  fharply  reproves  the  fin  and  folly  of 
it.  He  looks  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  fafcination  or 
witchcraft  which  they  were  under:  who  hath  bewitch¬ 
ed  you?  Satan  and  the  falfe  teachers  had  inchanted 
them:  how  could  they  have  this  power  over  you? 
fays  the  Apojlle.  He  wonders  at  the  thing,  is  griev¬ 
ed  and  angry  at  it  *,  he  rebukes  the  evil  fpirit,  and 
would  caft  it  out.  Were  they  indeed  inchanted?  he  has 
a  powerful  and  heavenly  charm  ready,  whereby  he 
would  deliver  them  from  the  power  of  fa  tan  and  of 
error.  And  this  it  is — Before  whofe  eyes  Jefus 
Chrijl  hath  been  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among 
you . 

d.  What  could  feduce  you  from  the  doctrine 
of  juftification  by  faith  only  in  this  crucified  Jefus ,  af¬ 
ter  all  that  you  have  heard  and  feen  of  the  reafons 
and  ends  of  his  death,  in  the  preached  Gofpel?  You 
are  gone  off  to  the  w  orks  of  the  law,  and  yet  receiv¬ 
ed  you  the  fpirit  hereby  in  his  fa  notifying  influences 
or  his  extraordinary  gifts?  I  marvel  that  you  are  fa 
foon  removed  from  him  that  called  you  into  the  grace  cf 
Chrijl  ?  But  there  be  fome  that  trouble  you ,  and  would 
pervert  the  Gofpel  of  Chrijl:  but  though  we,  or  an  an¬ 
gel  from  heaven,  fhould  preach  any  other  Gofpel  than 
that  which  ye  have  received,  let  him  be  occur  fed.  See 
Chap,  i  Ver.  6,  7,  8. 
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■  .  Thus  vehemently  doth  the  Apoftle  aggravate  their 
fault  and  folly,  in  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  beguil¬ 
ed  into  this  deftru&ive  error.  Firft  they  were^or- 
rupted  in  their  worfhip ,  and  then  in  their  faith  and 

■  practice.  And  it  is  fo  to  this  day :  if  men  leave  the 
purity  and  fimplicity  of  the  Gofpel  worfhip,  they 
often  proceed  to  corrupt  doeftrines  ;  efpecially  in  the 
great  point  of  our  j  unification  before  God. 

Dod.  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  evidently  fet  forth 
crucified,  as  before  the  eyes  of  chriftians ,  in  all  the 
churches  of  the  faints. 

^  It  is  fuppofed  here  that  Chrift  was  crucified.  The 
thing  was  notorious  and  never  denied.  The  Apoftles 
were  witneffes  to  the  world,  both  of  his  crucifixion  and 
of  his  refurredion.  They  preached  Chrift  crucified. 
They  delivered  to  the  churches  the  memorial  hereof 
in  the  Lord's  fupper.  And  it  is  in  the  word  preach¬ 
ed  and  facr aments  adminifter’d,  and  efpecially  in  the 
faving  efficacy  of  thefe  ordinances,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
is  ftill,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  world  held  forth 
as  crucified  before  the  eyes  of  all  chriftians. 

i.  Chrift  is  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among 
us  in  the  holy  word  of  God,  and  in  the  reading  and 
preaching  thereof.  We  are  bid  to  learch  the  ferip¬ 
tures  becaufe  they  teftify  of  Chrift,  and  efpecially  is 
the  dying  and  crucifixion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  fet  forth 
in  them.  It  is  fo  before  the  eyes  of  every  one  that 
reads  it,  and  in  the  ears  of  every  one  to  whom  it  is 
preached. 

In  all  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teft ament  Jefus 
Chrift  is  evidently  fet  forth  crucified.  We  may  be¬ 
gin  at  Mofes,  and  through  all  the  prophets,  ex¬ 
pound  unto  you  through  all  the  feriptures,  the  pro- 
phefies,  types,  promifes  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 
Well  faid  our  Lord  to  the  Jews,  John  v.  46.  Had 
ye  believed  Mofes  ye  would  have  believed  me,  for  he 

wrote 
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wrote  of  me.  Mofes  wrote  of  the  crucifixion  of 
Chrift  in  the  prophecy  and  promife  of  a  feed  of  the 
woman  that  Jhould  break  the  ferpents  head ,  by  having 
his  heel  bruifed.  In  all  the  facrifices  before  and  un¬ 
der  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  death  of  Chrift  was  prefi¬ 
gured  and  pred lifted.  What  elle  did  they  fet  forth? 
Pfalm  xl.  6.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not 
defire-,  mine  ears  haft  thou  opened:  burnt-offering 
and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not  required:  then  faid  I,  Lo 
l  come  -,  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me  -, 
I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God!  yea  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart.  Did  not  David  fet  forth  Chrift 
crucified  in  the  xxii.  Pfalm  16,  17.  The  dogs  have 
compaffed  me,  the  affembly  of  the  wicked  have  inclofed 
me  -,  they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet,  I  may  tell  all 
my  bones,  they  look  and  flare  upon  me,  they  part  my 
garments  among  them,  and  caft  lots  upon  my  vefl ure. 
Do  not  the  prophefies  of  Ifaiah  hold  forth  Chrift 
crucified  ?  defpifed  and  rejected  men,  a  man  of  for- 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief  -,  ftricken,  fmitten  of 
God  and  afflitted-,  wounded  for  our  tranfgrefiions, 
bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  by  whofe  ftripes  we  are 
healed-,  brought  as  a  Lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  cut 
off  from  the  land  of  the  living  for  the  tranfgreffion  of 
his  people  -,  number'd  with  tranfgreffors  and  bearing 
the  fins  of  many.  What  can  be  more  evident,  plain 
and  particular,  than  Jefus  Chrift  fet  forth  crucified 
as  before  our  eyes,  in  thefe  prophefies  ?  unlefs  the 
words  of  Gabriel  to  the  prophet  Daniel,  Chap.  ix. 
Ver.  24,  25,  See.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  up¬ 
on  my  people  and  the  holy  city,  to  finijh  the  tranfgreff- 
on,  to  make  an  end  of  fin ,  to  make  reconciliation  for 
iniquity,  to  bring  in  an  everlafting  right  eon  fiefs,  to 
feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the  moft 
Holy :  and  after  threefcore  and  two  weeks /hall  Mefiiah 
be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf.  Now  juft  at  that 
period  of  time  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  was  crucified, 
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even  at  the  end  of  [evenly  weeks  of  years  ;  which  is 
to  fay  feventy  times  feven  years,  which  make  490 
Years:  which  term  of  time  paffed  between  this  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Daniel  ^  and  our  Lord*s  death,  and  the 
deftrudion  of  the  city  Jerufalem.  And  thus  do  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  fet  forth  Chrift  cru- 
cified  to  all  ages  of  the  church,  in  all  places 
where  they  are  preached. 

But  yet  more  is  he  fo  in  all  the  feriptures  of  the 
New  Teftament .  This  declares  to  us  the  time,  the 
place,  the  manner,  the  inftruments  in  the  crucifixi¬ 
on  of  our  Lord.  They  teftify  and  relate  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  all  the  prophefies  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  in  his  perfon  and  death.  While  the  Holy 
Gofpels  and  Epiftles  of  the  New  Teftament  are  read 
and  preached  to  us  every  fabbath  day,  Jefus  Chrift 
is  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among  us.  All 
the  doctrines  of  the  Golpel  conlpire  and  terminate 
in  Chrift  crucified ,  and  fhould  be  fo  treated  as  may 
heft  fet  this  forth.  The  bufinefs  of  a  Gofpel  minifter 
is  to  teach  and  preach  Jefus  Chrift ,  and  principally 
in  his  death.  1  Cor .  i.  22.  JVe  preach  Chrift  cru¬ 
cified  both  to  Jews  and  Greeks .  ii.  2.  I  determined 
to  know  nothing  among  you ,  five  Jefus  Chrift  and  him 
crucified.  And  we  fhould  endeavour  fo  to  preach 
the  death  and  crofs  of  the  Lord  Jefus ,  as  to  hold 
him  forth  crucified  before  your  eyes:  I  mean  fo  as 
(by  the  help  of  GodJ  to  afted  your  hearts,  to  bring 
you  into  the  admiration  of  him  and  a  doling  with 
him  in  the  Hefted  end  of  his  death ;  that  fo  both  he 
and  we  may  reap  together  the  gloriohs  fruits  of  it ; 
he  in  us,  and  we  in  him ;  he  in  our  grateful  and  obedi¬ 
ent  love,  and  we  in  his  mod  gracious  favour,  and 
in  his  everlafting  beatific  love. 

But  this  is  the  firft  way  wherein  Jefus  Chrift  is 
let  forth  crucified  among  us  and  before  our  eyes, 
namely  in  the  word  preached. 
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2.  He  is  fo  likewife  in  the  publick  prayers  and 
praifes  of  chriftians  in  their  folemn  afiemblies.  We 
pray  to  him,  and  by  him  •,  praife  and  laud  him  as 
crucified,  and  plead  the  merits  of  his  death:  our 
eyes  and  hearts  are  directed  to  him  in  the  heavens* 
but  there  we  behold  him  as  once  crucified  on  earth, 
the  Lamb  Jlain  in  the  midfl  of  the  throne . 

We  adore  and  praife  the  crucified  Saviour  in  the 
moft  publick  and  folemn  manner.  He  is  the  grand 
objeft  and  matter  of  our  praife.  We  laud  and 
blefs  him  as  crucified,  and  blefs  God  for  him. 
We  glory  in  his  crofs  before  men,  and  glory  over 
fatan  and  all  the  enemies  of  fouls  therein.  Galat. 
vi.  14.  God  forbid  that  I  Jhculd  glory ,  fave  in  the 
crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus .  We  fing  to  him  and  of  him 
who  have  died  for  us,  is  for  us  afcended  on  high  and 
has  led  captivity  captive .  Pfalm  lxviii.  18.  We  ling. 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain  to  receive  power 
and  riches  and  wifdorn  and  honour  and  glory  and  blejfing . 
Revel,  v.  12. 


Moreover,  we  praife  God  for  Chrift  crucified  in 
our  folemn  afiemblies.  We  give  thanks  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  for  him:  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable 
gift.  We  give  glory  to  God  in  the  highejl  both  for 
his  birth  and  for  his  death.  Col.  i.  19.  For  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him  Jhould  all  fulnefs  dwells 
and  having  made  peace  through  the  blood  of  his  crofs 
by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfelf.  Lo  here 
the  greateft  mercy  and  the  higheft  grace  that  we 
have  to  thank  God  for !  the  foundation  and  foun¬ 
tain  of  all  our  mercies,  temporal,  fpiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal. 

Again,  Chrift  is  fet  forth  among  us  crucified  in 
the  folemn  publick  prayers  of  the  people  of  God. 
We  pray  to  him,  and  in  his  name  unto  the  Father. 
We  look  to  him  as  crucified,  and  pray  as  the  pe¬ 
nitent  thief  did,  Lord  remember  me  now  thou  art  in 
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thy  kingdom .  It  is  his  bitter  death  that  has  opened 
to  us  a  way  unto  the  Father.  He  is  enter9 d  by  his 
6WH  blood  into  the  holiejl  \  and  hath  confecrated for  us 
a  new  and  living  way  to  God,  through  the  vail ,  his 
fiejb,  Hebr.  x.  19,  20. 

We  plead  the  crucifixion  of  Chrift  in  our  prayers 
to  God,  and  afk  for  the  fake  of  his  death,  for  the 
merits  of  his  blctod,  which  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel.  We  plead  his  meritorious 
facrifice  and  one  offering  for  fin.  We  plead  the  fa- 
tisfadftion  made  to  the  juftice  of  God  therein.  Our 
hope,  trull,  faith,  confidence  is  in  Chrift  crucified. 
Rom.  viii.  ult.  It  is  Chrift  that  died.  It  is  in  ver- 
tue  of  his  dying  that  he  lives  for  ever  to  make  in- 
terceffion,  and  is  able  to  fave  unto  the  uttermoft. 
His  crucified  body  is  glorified  and  enthroned  at  the 
right  hand  of  God. 

Thus  is  Chrift  crucified  fet  forth  in  the  prayers 
of  the  faints  *,  and  it  fhould  be  in  fuch  a  lively  man¬ 
ner  as  if  it  were  before  our  eyes.  A  lively  and  ftrong 
faith  makes  it  thus.  So  from  the  altar  of  burnt- 
offering  in  the  court  of  the  tabernacle,  we  pafs  to 
the  altar  of  incenfe  in  the  holy  place,  and  from 
thence  look  to  the  mercy  feat  within  the  vail,  the 
propitiatory  within  the  holy  of  holies.  In  all  is  fet 
forth  Chrift  crucified  before  the  eye  of  faith. 

3.  In  the  facr aments  of  religion  Chrift  is  evident¬ 
ly  fet  forth  crucified  among  us  and  before  our  eyes. 
c‘  A  facrament  is  a  holy  ordinance,  inftituted  by 

Chrift,  wherein  by  fenfible  figns  Chrift  and  his 

benefits  are  reprefented  fealed  and  applied  to  be- 
*c  lievers  ”.  That  is  to  fay,  Chrift  is  fet  forth  unto, 
his  church  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  facraments, 
as  before  the  eyes  of  an  aflembly,  by  vifible  repre- 
fentations.  More  efpecially  it  is  Chrift  in  his  death , 
as  crucified,  that  is  fo  exhibited. 
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So  it  was  in  the  facraments  under  the  law  of  Mo- 
fes.  For  there  were  facraments  then  as  well  as  now, 
and  they  looked  to  Chrift,  and  to  him  in  his  death, 
Circumcifion  did  mote  obfcurely  fet  forth  a  crucifi¬ 
ed  Redeemer.  It  was  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
faith .  Rom.  iv.  n.  ;  But  the  law  of  the  pafibver 
did  more  apparently  hold  forth  the  Lamb  of  God  as 
. fain .  1  Cor.  v.  7.  Chrift  is  our  .paffover  facrificei 
for  us.  He  is  the  meek  and  innocent  La?nb ,  with¬ 
out  blemifh  and  without  fpot,  rofted  before  the  fire 
of  God’s  wrath,  luch  were  his  exquifite  bufferings 
and  pains.  Not  a  bone  of  him  was  broken.  His 
blood  is  that  of  fprinkling,  which  if  not  imputed, 
and  applied  to  us  and  ours,  we  die  eternally bur 
where  it  is  applied,  the  deftroyer  paffes  over  that 
:  perfon  or  houfhold.  We  feed  and  feaft  upon  a 
whole  Chrift  by  faith,  in  the  bitternefs  of  repentance. 
While  we  do  this  we  are  forfaiting  the  bondage  of 
this  world,  of  fin  and  fatan,  and  follow  him  that 
is  given  for  a  leader  and  commander  to  the  people* 

.  the  captain  of  our  falvation,  to  the  heavenly  Cana¬ 
an.  Believers  under  the  Gofpel  keep  this  feaft  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Jews  were  able,  with  more  lpiritual 
light  and  more  without  leaven.  1  Cor.  v.  8. 

But  to  come  to  the  facraments  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
merit.  More  obfcurely  we  have  Chrift  crucified  fet 
.  forth  in  the  ordinance  of  baptifm .  So  the  Jpoftfe 
interprets  for  us  and  to  us,  Rom.  vi.  3,  4.  Know  ye.  not 
that  Jo  many  of  us  as  were  baptifedinto  Jefus  Chrift  were 
baptifedinto  his  death  *,  therefore  we  are  buried  with  him 
by  baptifm.  It  follows  there-;/  we  have  been  planted  to¬ 
gether  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death, crucified  with  and  dead 
with  him.  Our  baptifm  binds  us  toanfwer  the  end  and 
defign  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  it  reprefen ts  and 
■feals  to  us  the  benefits  of  his  death.  It  obliges  us  to  a 
conformity  in  heart  and  life  to  the  crucified  Jefus, 
and  to  his  crucifixion.  We  profefs  by  our  baptifm 

to 
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to  die  unto  fin,  to  crucify  the  flefh  with  its  affedT 
on  and  lufts,  to  be  dead  to  the  world  and  to  take 
up  our  crofs  daily.  See  Col.  ii.  12.  Gal .  iii.  27. 
Eph.  iv.  5.  In  all  which  places  baptifm  is  fpoken 
of  as  fetting  forth  Chrift  crucified.  As  he  is  the 
author ,  fo  he  is  the  end  of  the  ordinance.  In  it  we 
behold  him  that  hath  loved  us  and  died  for  us ,  to 
wafh  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood:  in  it  we  be¬ 
hold  the  fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs , 
the  blood  that  cleanfeth  from  all  fin. 

But  it  is  efpecially  the  holy  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  fupper ,  wherein  Jefus  Chrift  is  evidently  fet 
forth  crucified  among  us  and  before  our  eyes.  The 
defign  and  meaning  of  the  inftitution  is  no  other 
than  this.  The  words  of  inftitution,  and  the  whole 
addon  and  adminiftration,  do  moft  plainly  fpeak 
it.  Matth .  xxvi.  26.  This  is  my  body , —  This  is  my 
blood .  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this 
bread  and  drink  this  cup ,  ye  do  Jhew  forth  the  Lord's 
death  until  he  come.  You  do  by  words  and  addons, 
in  the  moft  plain  and  folemn  manner,  declare  and 
exprefs  your  truft  in  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus . 

The  Lord’s  fupper  is  an  inftituted  feaft  upon  the 
facrifice  and  oblation  of  the  body  of  Jefus  for  the 
putting  away  of  fin.  It  fets  forth  that  oblation  and 
facrifice;  that  one  offering  for  fin.  It  is  the  memo¬ 
rial  thereof  from  age  to  age.  It  is  the  commemo¬ 
ration  of  it:  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.  The 
memory  of  his  dying  on  the  crofs  is  perpetuated 
and  improved  in  the  church  for  ever.  The  cruci¬ 
fixion  of  Chrift  is  fet  forth  to  our  fenfes ,  to  our 
eyes  in  the  breaking  the  bread,  to  our  tajle  in  the 
eating  it.  The  repeating  the  words  of  inftitution 
fet  him  forth  crucified,  and  fo  do  the  prayers  and 
praifes  in  the  adminiftration  ;  and  that  both  to  our 
felves  and  others. 


Our 
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Our  Lord  lets  bmfelf  torch  to  us,  as  crucified  a- 
niong  us,  in  this  ordinance.  By  our  eye  he  would 
affeft  our  hearts,  break  and  melt  them  into  repen¬ 
tance,  love,  and  new  obedience.  He  fays  and  does 
to  us  in  the  ordinance,  as  to  Thomas  after  his  refur- 
rection,  Reach  hither  thy  finger  and  put  it  into  my 
bands,  and  reach  hither  thy  hand  and  thru  ft  it  into  my 
fide.  It  is  that  we  may  anfwer  and  do  as  Thomas  did, 
bel  ieving,  adoring,  rejoicing.  My  Lord  and  my  God* 
But  then  let  us  think  in  what  frame  of  fpirit  we 
fhould  be  at  the  Lord's  table ,  what  fervent  affedtions 
we  ought  to  carry  thither  with  us*,  that  we  may  in 
a  due  and  worthy  manner,  with  fervency  and  fo- 
lemnity  of  foul.  Jet  forth  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  *,  and  in  fome  meafure  anfwer  and  obtain  the 
glorious  ends  and  fruits  of  his  death:  even  fo  as  that 
we  might  for  ever  bear  about  with  us  the  dying  of  the 
Lord  Jefius ,  that  the  life  of  Jefius  may  be  manifeft  in 
our  mortal  fleftj.  44  This  is  not  in  the  worthy  re- 
44  ceiver  himlelf,  nor  in  him  that  doth  adminifter; 
64  bijt  pnly  by  the  blefling  of  Chrijl,  and  the  work- 
ing  of  his  Jfiirit  in  them  that  by  faith  receive 
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Bejore  vohofc  eyes  fefm  Chrijl  hath 
been  evidently  Jet  forth  crucified  a* 
mong  you. 


Second  PART 


the  former  difeourfe  wc  have  feen 
the  Lord  Jcfus  evidently  fet  forth  cru- 
P;  *  |**x  cified,  as  before  the  eyes  of  chriftians 
XS;*  in  all  the  churches  of  the  faints,  i.  In 
tjie  £lcrcJ  feriptures  of  God,  read  and 
preached  every  Lord's  day*  2.  In  the  publick  and 

folcmr* 


-  .  •  sc  '  ’ 
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folemn  prayers  zndpraifes  of  our  religious  aflemblies. 
3.  In  the  facr aments  of  religion.  I  proceed  now  to 

^1.  It  is  in  the  faving  -power  and  ejjicacy  of  the 
Gofpel  upon  fome,  that  Chrift  crucified  is  fet  forth 
among  us  in  his  glory.  Without  this  he  is  m  vain 
exhibited  to  us  in  the  word,  facraments  and  prayers. 
In  their  laving  efficacy  they  fpirit  and  life.  With¬ 
out  this  the  crofs  of  Chrift  is  of  none  effetf,  but 
here  it  is  feen  and  ffiown,  the  power  of  God  and  the 
wifdom  of  God.  I  Cor.  i.  iS.  It  is  «  the  wondrous 
«  means  and  powerful  inftrument  in  the  hand  oi 
God,  for  mens  converfion  and  falvation 
1  he  glory  of  Chnft’s  death  is  more  let  forth  in 
one  true  convert ,  than  it  is  in  all  the  ordinances  and 
adminiftrations  that  are  not  accompanied  with  a 
faving  efficacy  from  God.  Lydifs  tender  heart  o- 
pening  under  the  word,  and  the  jailor  s  rough  heart 
breaking  under  it,  did  more  fet  forth  the  do&rine 
of  a  crucified  Saviour,  than  all  the  preaching  of  a 
Paul  or  an  Apollo  s  did  at  any  time  without  the 
like  effects.  Peter  preach’d  Chrift  crucified  in  a 
lively  and  powerful  manner  in  his  firft  fermpn,  bur 
it  was  in  the  marvelous  converfion  of  three  thpufanu 
fouls  by  that  difeourfe,  which  prov’d  indeed  tbaj  J< t- 
fus  whom  they  had  crucified  to  be  Lord  and  Cfarfl,  to 
be  indeed  rifen  and  the  Lord  of  life .  Thefe  firlt 
fruits  of  the  Gofpel  hold  him  forth  to  the  world  as 
dead  and  alive  again.  And  fo  have  the  thou  finds 
jhat  have  been  converted  after  them  by  the  fame 
doctrine ,  and  by  the  fame  divine  power. 

My  text  eminently  looks  unto  this  exhibition  Qf 
Chrift  crucified  ;  namely,  in  the  glorious  effects 
$nd  in  the  faving  power  of  the  preached  Gofpel. 
Wherefore  the  Apoftle  adds  after  it,  received  ye  not  the 
fpirit  by  the  hearing  of  faith?  By  which  receiving  the 
fpirit  we  muft  underltand,  either  the  extraordinary 
'  ‘  '  H  h  2  and. 
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and  miraculous  gifts  of  the Ghofi,  which  fell 

2  jCiy  m  tKfe  days’  as  God  law  fit,  while  they 
cud  the  word;  or  we  may  underftand  him  in  his 
Javtng  operations,  enlightening  the  minds  and  fanfti- 
iymg  the  hearts  of  God’s  deft:  or  we  may  take  in 

fa-A  b0t  l  1  r  thr  °ne  and  die  other’  JefusChrift 
-  llluftnoujly  fet  forth  crucified  before  their  eyes. 

1  hey  faw  and  felt  the  power  of  his  death  and  refur* 

lection,  the  fpiritual  and  divine  glory  of  them  ;  the 

eyes  of  their  underfi anting  being  enlightened  to  know 

the  hope  of  his  calling,  and  the  riches  of  the  vlory  of  his 

inheritance  in  the  faints,  and  the  exceeding  greatntfs  of 
^  p  P0llef  to  i hem-ward  that  believed ;  according  to 
t  le  w°i  king  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  wrought 
tn  thrift  when  he  raifad  him  from  the  dead .  Ephef  i 
1 8,  19,  20. 

T  he  Apoftlc  here  appeals  to  the  'experience's  they 
had  had  of  the  working  of  the  fpirii  upon  their 
V  s  \  they  kad  keen  made  partakers  of  his  ianfti- 
fying  influences ;  the  doftrine  oi  Chrift  crucified 
had  been  bleffed  to  them  for  faving  good  ” ;  God 
Irui  thus  own  d  it  and  attefted  to  it  in  a  manner  mofl 
gracious  and  truly  glorious,  in  a  manner  moft  con¬ 
vincing  and  Satisfying  to  them.  There  is  no  like  ar¬ 
gument  to  {amts  as  this  irom  within  themieives  1  I 
know' til  whom  I  have  believed ,  I  have  felt  the  power 
of  this  doftrine  upon  rny  foul,  it  has  had  a  moft 
b Jelled  efficacy  on  me,  has ‘effected  a  bleilcd  change 
in  me  i  and  I  have  feen  the  like  effects  produced  by 
it  on  others,  wherefore  T  am  not  lijhamedof  the  Go f 
pel  °j  thrift ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation 
to  every  one  that  bclievetb*  Rom.  i.  16. 

And  again,  there  is  no  like  argument  for  the  con¬ 
vincing  and  filenci'ng  of  /tuners  who  will  not  be  con¬ 
verted  •,  and  for  the  forcing  them  to  confeis  the  truth 
which  they  will  not  cordially  embrace  and  fubmk 
lOy  as  to  Jet  them  fee  the  power  and  faving  efficacy 

of 


fet  forth  crucified.  ?,  3  7 

of  it  upon  others.  So  they  that  believe  not,  may  be 
convinced  of  all ,  and  judged  of  all ,  the  fecrets  of  their 
own  hearts  being  made  man  if  eft  •,  and  they  Jhall  fall 
down  and  worjhip  God ,  and  report  that  he  is  in 
them  of  a  truth,  i  Cor.  xiv.  25. 

Next  to  the  experiencing  the  power  of  the  Gofpel, 
in  the  prefence  of  Chrift  with  it,  in  our  [elves ,  is  the 
feeing  its  faving  power  upon  others.  In  it  Chrift  rides 
forth  profpcroujly  and  confpicuoufly  in  his  glory  and 
majefty ,  to  the  triumph  of  his  flints,  and  the  trem¬ 
bling  of  his  enemies.  So  the  Gofpel  comes  in  de- 
' mo njl ration  of  the  fpirit  and  in  power.  1  Cor.  ii.  4. 
It  demonftrates  the  power  of  that  crucified  Jefus% 
whom  it  preaches.  It  exhibits  him  in  his  empire 
over- fouls.  Who  fhall  deny  when  they  fee  fouls 
changed  and  converted  by  his  name  and  word?  This 
Wan  viufl  be  of  God ,  laid  he  that  had  been  bom 
blind,  for  he  hath  opened  my  eyes.  This  blefifed  Jc~ 
fits ,  will  a  convert  lay,  truly  came  from  God,  and 
is  gone  again  to  God,  as  the  Gofpel  affirms,  for 
he  has  changed  my  heart.  It  is  the  bert  miracle  to 
teftity  for  Chrift ;  the  beft  light  wherein  to  fee 
Chrift.  What  though  he  w;is  crucified?  he  has 
converted  me  and  others  •,  turn'd  us  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan  unto  God. 
The  laft  and  higheft  demonftration  of  the  fpirit,  is 
in  his  eternal  fandftifying  influences  on  the  hearts  of 
men.  This  is  more  than  miracles  in  the  church  of 
Chrift. 

Two  tilings  the  Jpofllts  of  Chrift  gloried  in,  as 
the  inconteftible  proof  of  their  million  from  him, 
befidcs  the  miracles  which  they  wrought,  and  the 
Holy  Ghojl  given  by  their  hands.  Thefe  were,  i. 
The  experience  which  they  had  within  tbemfelves  of 
the  laving  eftefts  of  the  Gofpel  •,  2.  What  they  had 
feen  hereof  in  others. 
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Fir fti  They  preached  him  boldly  whofe  grace 
had  ftrongly  captivated  their  own  fouls.  Gal.  vi.  14, 
God  forbid  that  I  Jhould  glory  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our 
Lord  JefuSy  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and 
Junto  the  world .  Chrift  is  fet  forth  indeed  glorioufly 
to  that  foul,  and  in  that  foul  that  is  by  his  grace 
crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him. 
What  fhall  make  his  glorying,  void  who  has  expe¬ 
rienc’d  this?  he  will  always  triumph  in,  and  difplay 
the  glory  of,  a  crucified  Saviour. 

-  But  the  next  caufe  of  the  ApoJlHs  confidence  and 
glorying  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  was  th tfuccefs  of  his 
minijlry  in  the  converfion  of  others .  So  he  writes  to 
the  Corinthians y  1  Epift.  Chap.  ix.  1,  2.  Am  I  not 
an  Apo file?  have  I  not  feen  the  Lordjefus?  (true, 
this  prov’d  him  to  have  an  apoftolical  mifjion  from 
Jefus  that  was  crucified :  but  lie  goes  on  to  feme 
thing  greater  yetj  are  not  you  my  work  in  the  Lord? 
the  feal  of  mine  Apoftlejhip  are  ye  in  the  Lord .  And  if 
they  were  a  feal  of  his  million  from  Chrift,  firil 
were  they  a  feal  of  the  divine  glory  and  million  of 
Chrift  himfelf. 

In  like  manner  the  Apoftle  writes  to  the  Theffaloni- 
ansy  calling  to  their  remembrance  how  the  Gofpel 
came  unto  them  in  power  and  in  the  Holy  Ghofty  and  in 
'much  ajfuranccy  and  what  manner  of  entering  in  he  had 
among  theniy  and  how  they  turned  from  idols  to  ferve 
ike  living  and  true  Gody  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from 
heaven ,  Here  was  the  beft  exhibition  of  the  glory 
and  power  of  Chrift,  both  in  his  death  and  refur- 
rccHon.  So  let  chriftians  receive  Chrift  into  their 
heartSy  and  hold  him  forth  in  their  lives. 

I  will  name  but  one  text  more:  2  Cor,  ii.  At.  iii 
Unit.  Now  thanks  be  unto  God  which  always  caufes  us  to 
triumph  in  Chrift:  but  what  caufedhim  to  triumph 
always  in  the  crucified  Jefus  whom  he  preached? 
why  the  fuccefs  that  Jefus  gave  unto  his  miniftry: 

as 
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as  it  follows  —  And  mdketh  ?nanifeft  the  Saviour  oj 
his  knowledge  in  every  place:  God  fp read  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift,  as  a  fweet,  pleafant  and  acceptable 
pedume,  from  the  lips  and  by  the  breath  of  the  ho¬ 
ly  laborious  Apoftle .  His  name  was  as  an  ointment 
poured  forth  to  the  fouls  he  preach’d  unto.  The  death 
and  crofs  of  Jefus  was  made  pleafant  to  multitudes 
of  ftnners,  and  in  them  it  was  made  glorious.  For 
it  follows  —  Ye  are  our  epiftle,  written  in  our  hearts , 
known  and  read  of  all  ?nen :  for  as  much  as  ye  are  mani- 
fejlly  declared  to  be  the  epiftle  of  Chrift, miniftered  by  usy 
and  written  by  the  ffiirit  of  the  living  God',  not  in  tables 
tf  ftone,  but  in  the  flefhly  tables  of  the  heart . 

O  truly  glorious  and  blefied  words!  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  believers  are  the  beft  table  or  chefty 
whereon  is  deferibed  and  fet  forth  the  power  and  glo- 
iy,  the  might  and  dominion  of  Chrift.  Preaching 
and  praying, and  adminiftration  of  facraments,do  on¬ 
ly  minifter  unto  this  blefied  effeft  by  the  power  ot 
God.  But  here  is  the  hand  writing  of  God  himfelj , 
bearing  witnefs  to  the  Lord  of  glory  that  was  cruci¬ 
fied;  and  that  in  a  better  manner  than  he  once  did  to 
Mofes,  and  to  his  law  by  him,  when  he  wrote  it  in 
tables  of  ftone:  for  here  (in  the  fandlified  hearts  and 
holy  lives  of  believers)  he  manifeftly  exhibits  the 
graces  and  vertues  of  Chrift ,  the  life  of  Jefus  *,  and 
they  bear  about  his  dying  and  are  fo  many  living  in- 
fiances  of  the  truth  and  power  of  his  refurre&ion  > 
that  the  living  Father  hath  Cent  him,  and  that  he  lives 
by  the  Father .  Any  man  that  fees  them  may  eafily 
fee  Chrift  in  them ;  they  holding  forth  the  word  of  life 
in  their  holy  lives,  and  magnifying  the  Saviour  and 
Gofpel  which  they  profefs.  ---  This  is  the  laft  and 
higheft  exhibition  of  Chrift  crucified  in  the  church¬ 
es  9  being  the  crown  of  all  the  reft. 

I  come  now  to  improve  and  apply  what  has  been 
faidr  And  is  it  as  we  have  heard?  Is  Jefus  Chrift  evi¬ 
dently 
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dentiy  fet  forth  crucified  among  us  in  the  preached 
Ciofpel'y .  in  the  prayers  and  praifes  of  our  chriftian 

afiemblies?  in  the  facr aments  of  religion?  and  in  the 
lives  of  faints  ?  Then 

i  •  We  lee  the  gi  eat  honour  that  God  puts  upon  his 
woid  and  ordinances,  the  miniftery  which  he  has  or- 
dainded  in  his  church,  and  on  his  worfhipers.  Lhe 
Lord  is  weh  pleafedjfgr  his  right eoufnefs  fake ,  and  hath 
magnified  all  thefe,  and  made  them  honourable «  The 
lion  out  put  upon  them  is,  that  they  are  glorious 

means  of  fietting  forth  Chrifi  crucified  before  the  eyes 
of  all  people. 

i  his  is  the  honour  of  thefacred  feriptures:  they 
beginvs\tf\  th  q  feed  of  the  woman  breaking  the  ferpent’s 
head  with  his  bruifed  heel,  and  they  end  with  the 
Lamb  fain  in  the  throne  of  God.  And  without 
controverfy  great  is  this  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God 
manifefled  in  the  fief  by  fieen  of  angels,  believed  on  in 
she  world  and  received  up  to  glory .  This  is  the  honour 
of  the  poor  minifters  of  the  Golpel,  that  they  are 
lent  to  preach  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift  cru- 
iified\  to  let  him  forth  in  his  glorious  perfon,  na¬ 
tures,  offices,  benefits,  and  in  his  offers  of  falvation 
ter  peri  filing  fouls.  I  his  dijpenfation  is  committed 
to  them,  and  they  are  put  in  trufl  therewith.  It 
is  a  i  reafut  c  put  into  earthen  vejjels .  I  hey  are  ftew- 
aros  of  the  myftery  of  God .  They  preach  not  them - 
f elves,  but  Chrifi  Jefius  the  Lord ,  and  tbemf elves  your 
fervants  for  Jefius  Jake . 

i  his  is  the  beauty  of  our  fermons,  and  this  is  the 
plea lu re  and  mufick  of  our  prayers  and  praifes,  when 
they  are  full  of  Chrifi .  This  glory  refides  over  the 
ordinance  of  the  /upper,  that  it  lets  forth  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  body  of  (Thrift  and  the  /bedding  his  blood, 
to  the  fpiritual  nouriffiment .  and  growth  of  the 
worthy  receiver.  And,  O  happy  we!  if  under  thefe 
^vantages  for  our  iouls  we  may  but  exhibit  the 

virtues 
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virtues  and  beauties  of  Chrifi ,  in  our  lives,  in  a 
heavenly  and  holy  walk  as  becometh  his  Gofpel. 

O  let  us  prife  and  honour  every  ordinance  of 
God’s  houfe,  and  particularly  for  their  afpeft  on 
the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus;  and  let  us  improve 
them  to  our  own  participation  in  the  benefits  there¬ 
of.  Efpecially  therefore  let  the  Supper  of  the  Lord 
be  facred  and  venerable,  dear  ami  precious  to  us, 
and  neither  neglefted  nor  irreverently  ufed  by  us. 
It  is  the  commemoration  or  fet  ting  forth  of  Chriffc 
crucified  before  our  eyes. 

2.  See  the  glory,  goodnefs,  grace  and  mercy 
wherein  God  is  duly  paffing  before  us*  and  that 
nothing  is  wanting  on  his  part  for  our  Salvation.  A 
Saviour  is  provided  for  us  and  revealed  to  us*  the 
Son  of  God  has  come,  and  in  our  nature  has  obey¬ 
ed^  fuffered  and  died  for  us  5  God  has  filled  his 
word  with  the  doftrine  of  him,  the  reafons  and 
ends  of  his  glorious  and  yet  ignominious  death; 
God  has  appointed  a  miniftry  of  reconciliation  to 
teach  and  explain  the  dodtrine  of  his  crofs,  how 
that  Cod  was  in  Chrifi  reconciling  the  world  to  him - 
felf  and  to  befeech  and  pray  men  in  Chrifi' s  fiead 
to  be  reconciled  to  God :  And  the  more  to  affeft 
and  move  us,  facraments  are  appointed  whereby  to 
bring  to  our  minds,  and  keep  and  fix  in  our  minds, 
and  enter  into  our  hearts,  the  things  that  we  are 
taught  by  the  word  concerning  Chrifi,  left  at  any 
time  we  fioould  let  them  flip  -y  but  that  they  may  fink 
into  our  hearts ,  and  have  their  abiding  there,  for 
the  continual  government  of  our  lives.  Thus  from 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath^  and  efpecially  on  our  fa cr ament - 
daysy  Jefus  Chrifi  is  fet  forth  crucified  among  us ; 
to  awaken  us  by  the  remembrance  of  his  death  to 
repent,  convert,  and  be  favedc  God  fets  him  forth 
before  our  eyes  in  his  death  and  wounds, 'and  blood, 
that  wc  fiiould  look  to  him  and  be  affli&ed,  and 

I  i  weep 
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wceP  ^nd  rnourn  for  thofe  Sins  of  ours  for  which 
lie  died,  to  fave  us  from  them$  for  which  end,  as 
he  once  bled  on  the  crofs,  fo  he  fhll  weeps  over 
us  in  his  woid  $  O  that  you  would  know  in  this  youv 
day  the  things  of  your  peace! 

3-  How  inexcufable  then  are  we,  and  how  much 
to  be  rebuked,  and  how  juffcly  fhall  we  be  con¬ 
demned,  if  we  da  not  believe,  repent  and  be  faved  ? 
This  is  the  argument,  this  the  improvement  in  our 
context ,  Ofoolijh  Galatians  !  who  hath  bewitched  you , 
that  ye  ftjould  not  obey  the  truth  ?  Mind  the  feveri- 
ty  of  the  reprehenfion:  Did  ever  a  harder  word 
fall  from  the  pen  of  the  Apoftle :  The  infatuation 
was  fuch  in  his  eyes  that  one  would  take  it  for  the 
effedt  of  a  diabolical  inchantment:  The  hand  of 
the  devil  was  in  it  $  it  look’d  as  if  he  poffefled  them ; 
tney  afted  like  miferable  demoniacks  under  the 
power  of  a  cruel  and  malicious  devil ,  leading  them 
mad  and  blindfold  to  their  own  deftru&ion.  So 
fharply  do  impenitent  finners  deferve  to  be  reprov¬ 
ed  for  their  unbelief  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  under 
the  light  and  means  of  the  Gofpel.  O  foolijh  ftn- 
tiers,  what  pofTeffesyou?  what  darknefs  is  it  blinds 
you!  what  devil  that  hardens  you !  what  charm  of 
Satan  that  deludes  you  and  calls  a  mift  before  your 
eyes!  Is  not  Jefus  Chrijl  evidently  fet  forth  crucified 
among  you?  You  fee  him  bleeding  on  the  crofs  to 
fave  you,*  and  reaching  forth  his  pierced,  faving 
arms  unto  yo®!  and  yet  inftead  of  being  foftened 
and  pierced  by  the  fight,  you  pierce  and  crucify 
the  Son  of  God  afrefh  by  your  impenitence.  What 
kind  and  degree  of  forcery  is  this  that  makes  you 

thus?  What  fecret  power  of  hell  and  lull:? 
But  if  our  Gofpel  be  hid ,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are 
loft ,  in  whom  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  which  believe  not ,  left  the  fight  of  the 

glorious 
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glorious  Gojpel  of  Chrijl ,  w/w  zV  the  image  oj  Goa , 

JJoould fisine  into  them .  2  G01.  iv.  4* 

Th zJpoflle  asks  the  Galatians  who  had  bewitched 
them,  becaufe  they  were  feduced  by  falfe  teachers 
from  fome  important  truths  of  the  Golpcl  into 
deadly  errors ,  and  from  the /we  and  fpiritual  woi- 
fhip  into  fome  corrupt  mixtures:  But  how  much 
rather  may  we  ask  impenitent finners  what  bewitches 
them,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  means  of  falvation 
uled  with  them,  yet  they  will  not  believe  and  le- 
pent  ?  Look  firft  upon  all  the  exhibitions  made  to 
you  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  then  look  in  upon 
your  own  unbelief  and  impenitence,  in  contempt 
of  and  in  defiance  to  the  word,  ordinances  and  fa- 
craments  of  the  Gofpel:  Confider  how  Chrift  is 
from  time  to  time  fet  forth  in  his  death  before  your 
eyes,  and  what  Satanic  force  and  energy  mull:  it  be 
that  keeps  you  negligent  about,  and  averfeunto  the 
purchafed  and  offered  falvation  ?  Put  to  your  ielves 
thefe  two  things,  1 .  Can  God  do  more  to  five  you  ; 
to  affeft  and  move  you,  and  prevail  upon  you? 
What  more  than  to  give  his  Son  to  die  for  you? 
and  fo  often,  and  in  fuch  various  ways,  to  let  forth 
his  death  before  you?  2.  Can  you  do  worfe  than 
to  fin  againft  and  fin  away  all  thefe  means  of  grace 
and  eternal  life  ?  Can  you  aft  a  more  prefumptu- 
ous,  a  more  ungrateful,  and  a  more  defpightful 
part?  Can  any  thing  be  more  unholy,  more  pro¬ 
fane  and  impious?  Can  the  holinefs  of  God  be 
more  flighted  ?  can  his  Son  and  grace  be  more  con¬ 
temned  ?  can  the  riches  of  his  patience,  forbear¬ 
ance  and  long-fuffering  be  more  abufed  ?  Can  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  be  more  refilled,  grieved,  vex¬ 
ed,  quenched  ?  Or  can  the  threatenings  and  ter¬ 
rors  of  God,  his  judgment  and  wrath  be  more  au- 
dacioufly  defired  ? 


And 
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And  what  will  fuch  Tinners  do  in  the  dreadful  day 
taking  WhCn  hC  fha11  be  revealed  ™  flaming  fire 

Z  aL 7TT  T  themamong  whom  he  has  been 

ZcaedC  u  ^  but  been  defP‘red  a”d 

and  nerirt^  Wh  '  Beh°  d  Yn  defPlfers  and  wonder 

TirJhZ  d  Jfn  evcry  ?e  fial1  f“  him>  and 

J°  t  f  n  ced  htnt>  and  they  Aall  wail  becaufe  of 
fob’ll  d  flKee’  and  f 7  t0  the  rocks  and  mountains 
wr«h  of":  thCm  f'0m  thC  ftCe  “d 

4'  ^euUS  then>earn  our  d«y  to  Chrift  under  all 

the  exhlblt  f  hi  tQ  ,n  hi$  incarnac.o 

pajlion,  refurredion  for  our  falvation.  In  a  parti-' 
cular  manner  learn,  what  this  fight  of  Chrift  on  his 
<-rols  binds  us  unto  and  demands  from  us. 

r .  What  a  ftrong  and  lively  faith  ftiould  this  be- 
get  and  maintain  in  us?  even  a  Jefus  fet  forth  cru- 
cihed  before  our  eyes.  Abraham  faw  the  day  of 
Chrift  afar  off  and  was  glad  ;  we  who  have  Teen 
the  promife  fulfilled  ftiould  not  be  weak  in  faith 
1  heie  fights  of  Chrift  crucified  are  meant  to  in- 
creafe  our  faith,  to  help  our  unbelief;  that  our 

ra,.j  may  be  the  fubfiance  of  things  hoped  for ,  the 
evidence  of  things  unfeen.  Heb.  xi.  i.  When  the 
Centarion  had  feen  Chrift  expire  on  the  crofs,  he 
laid,  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God.  When  Thomas 
<aw  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  the  hands  of  the  rifen 

I  UJ)  iC  WaS  n°  ^onger  faithlcls  but  believing. 
And  blejjed  are  they  that  have  not  feen  and  yet  have 
relieved,  ft  is  a  good  and  needful  prayer  for  us  to 
make  for  one  another,  and  for  our  (elves,  z  Theft'.. 
i-  U,  12.  ITe  pray  always  for  you,  that  our  God 
would  count  you  worthy  of  his  calling ,  and  fulfil  all 
the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs^and  the  work  of  faith 
with  power ;  that  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
may  be  glorified  in  you ,  and  ye  in  him ,  according  to 
the  grace  of  our  God  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

z.  What 


fet  forth  crucified. 
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2.  What  a  deep  and  bitter  repentance  for  all  our 
fins  againft  God  and  his  Gofpel,  fhould  the  fight 
of  Chrift  crucified  conftrain  from  us?  We  read 
Zech.  xii.  10.  They  Jhall  look  upon  him  whom  they 
have  pierced  and  mourn ,  and  be  in  bitternefs .  Let  us 
do  fo.  Let  us  go  to  Chrift  burdened  with  fin  and 
heavy-laden  j  fo  faved  from  the  guilt  and  delivered 
from  the  power  of  it.  W e  read  of  the  pious  women 
that  followed  Chrift  unto  his  crofs  weepings  and 
Jefus  turned  unto  them,  and  faid,  Daughters  of  Je- 
rufalem ,  weep  for  your  felves.  We  read  alfo  of  many , 
that  when  they  had  feen  him  crucified,  returned 
fmiting  on  their  breafts.  So  let  us  go  to  and  return 
from  every  vifion  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 

3.  What  love  to  Chrift  fhould  filler  fouls,  before 
whofe  eyes  he  has  been  often  evidently  fet  forth 
crucified?  What  manner  of  love  is  this  in  him  to 
us?  and  what  manner  and  degree  of  love  does  it 
demand  from  us  again?  Well  may  it  be  faid,  iCor. 
v.  14.  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us.  Let 
it  conftrain  our  love.  This  the  rifen  Jefus  claims 
from  us,  loveft  thou  me?  O  could  we  all  anfwen 
Lord ,  thou  that  knoweft  all  things ,  knoweft  that  1 
love  thee.  Why  is  he  lifted  up  before  our  eyes,  (as 
on  the  crofs  once,  fo  now  in  the  heavenly  places, 
and  in  tlje  chariot  of  the  everlafting  Gofpel)  but 
to  draw  up  all  our  hearts  to  him  ?  All  our  loves 
are  infinitely  below  his  to  us. 

4.  Is  he  not  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among 

us,  to  teach  us  conformity  to  him  in  his  death  ?  / 

am  crucified  with  Chrift.  Gal.  ii.  20.  How  is 
that?  He  tells  us  in  other  places:  Rom .  vi.  3, 
4,  y.  Know  ye  not  that  we  are  baptized  in  Chrift' s 
death ,  and  buried  with  him ,  that  like  as  Chrift  was 
raifed  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father ,  even 
fo  we  fhould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life :  For  if  we  arc 
planted  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death ,  we  ft: all  be  alfo  in 
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the  likenefs  of  his  refurretlion :  Knowing  this ,  that 
our  old  man  is  crucified  with  Chrift ,  that  the  body  of 
fin  fhould  be  defir oyed^  that  we  jhould  no  longer  [ewe 
fin .  This  is  conformity  in  heart  and  life  to  the  cru¬ 
cified  Jefus.  This  is  to  anfwer  and  comply  with 
the  end  and  defign  of  his  death  \  which  is  the  death 
of  fin  in  us,  and  our  living  unto  him  that  died  for 
us  and  rofe  again*  Gal .  v.  z 4.  For  they  that  are 
Chrift  s  have  crucified  the  flejh  with  its  affections  and 
lufis.  vi.  14.  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me 
and  I  to  the  world . 

I  conclude  with  the  Chriftian> s  prayer  and  charac¬ 
ter:  His  prayer  and  hearts  defire  is  that,  Philip . 
iii-  I0*  That  I  may  know  him ,  and  the  power  of  his 
refurreElion^  and  the  fellowjhip  of  his  fujferings ,  be¬ 
ing  made  conformable  to  his  death .  And  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  walk  is  that,  z  Cor .  iv.  10.  Always  bear¬ 
ing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord  j fe f  us ,  that 
the  life  alfo  of  Jefus  might  be  made  manifeft  in  our 
mortal  flejh. 


S  E  R; 
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SERMON  XVIII. 


The  Burial  of  Jefus; 


Mat  thew  xxviii.  6. 

Come,  fee  the  ‘Place  where  the  Lord  layl 

HIS  chapter  begins  with  the  joyful  ac- 
count  of  the  refurreftion  of  our  Lord  Je~' 
fus ,  as  the  preceding  Chapter  ended  with 
the  melancholy  relation  of  his  death  and 
burial .  The  text  is  fpoken  by  an  Angel  to  the  two 
Marys ,  who  were  early  at  the  fepulchre ,  as  it  be¬ 
gan  to  dawn  towards  the  firfi  day  of  the  week .  Thefe 
holy  women  had  follow’d  Chrilt  to  his  crofs  when 
every  difciple  forfook  him  •,  and  from  the  crofs  they 
had  attended  his  dead  body  to  the  tomb  $  when 
only  Jofeph  of  Arimathea 5  and  Nicodemus  his  once 

i  fecret 
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fecrct  and  timorous  difciplc,  had  the  courage  (life 
thele  heroines)  to  own  and  honour  him.  And  now 
■tn  the  end  of  th zjewijh  fabbath  (which  thefe  gra¬ 
cious  mourners  had  religioufly  obferved  according 
to  the  commandment,  and  on  the  whole  whereof 
Oiii  Lord  s  body  had  relied  in  the  grave)  thele 
good  women  were  betimes  and  firlt  at  the  grave 
of  our  Lord  Jefus.  But  before  they  came  the  Lord 
of  life  was  nfen,  and  the  holy  Angels  who  had 
waned  on  his  birth,  and  minillred  to  him  through 
his  life,  now  defcended  from  heaven  to  attend  and 
minii*ei  in  his  refurrection.  An  Angel  came  and 
rolled  back  the  Jl one,  and  fat  upon  it.  The  Angel  did 
nothing  toward  the  raifingof  the  Lord  Jefus  from 
the  dead,  no  more  than  thofe  who  took  away  the 
Hone  from  the  mouth  of  the  grave  of  Lazarus 
raifed  him.  But  God  fent  an  Angel  to  roll  back 
the  Hone,  to  fignify  the  legal  difcharge  of  Chrilt 
from  the  prifon  of  the  grave  upon  a  full  payment 
and  fatisfa&ion  made  to  his  law  and  juftice.  An 
officer  was  therefore  fent  to  open  the  prifon  door, 
bringing  the  order  of  heaven  for  his  releafe,  and 

the  joy  of  heaven  in  it.  Now  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count, 

r .  How  terrible  the  appearance  of  this  Angel  was 
tc  the  enemies  ot  Lhriit,  the  foldicrs  that  guarded 
the  fcpulchre :  v.  3,4.  His  countenance  was-  like 
lightning  to  them,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the 
fron'  5  and  for  fear  cf  him  the  keepers  did Jltake,  and 
became  as  dead  men.  This  bright  and  glorious  An¬ 
gel  looked  terrible  unto  (looked  terribly  upon)  this 
band  of  profane  .foldicrs.  His  eyes  fiajbed  light¬ 
ning  upon  them  }  fuch  a  look  he  gave  them  as  im¬ 
mediately  fc  uttered  them.  Thefe  bold  men,  and  it 
may  be  hardned  Tinners,  quaked  for  fear  and  became 
'.s  dead  men.  How  much  more  will  all  the  ene¬ 
mies 
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mies  of  Chrid  do  fa,  when  he  comes  down  to 
judgment,  with  all  his  holy  angels . 

z.  See  the  mild  and  gentle,  the  placid  and  cour¬ 
teous  manner,  wherein  this  angel  of  God  befpake 
the  poor  women  who  came  in  love  to  the  fepul- 
chre,  v.  f,  6.  And  the  angel  anfwered ,  and  f aid  to 
the  women ,  fear  not  ye ,  for  I  know  that  ye  feck L  Je¬ 
ffs  which  was  crucified :  He  is  not  here  3  for  he  is 
rifen  as  he  faid :  Come  fee  the  face  where  the  Lord 
lay.  How  ferene  and  mild  is  the  light  of  heaven, 
and  the  fpirits  that  dwell  there  !  How  good  and 
humble  and  obliging  are  heavenly  minds  in  all  their 
intercourfes  !  how  loving  and  endearing  is  their 
converfation ! 

Fear  not  ye0  faid  the  angel.  No,  let  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chrifl  fear  his  angels,  and  not  his  friends^ 
to  whom  his  angels  are  all  mod  friendly.  It  is 
human  to  fear  at  the  fight  of  an  angeh  The  ho- 
lieft  perfons  and  the  molt  elevated  fouls  cannot  bear 
the  fight  even  of  a  good  angel  without  great  fear  5 
fuch  is  the  weaknefs  and  infirmity  of  our  prefent 
and  finful  date. 

I  know  that  ye  feek  Jefus  which  was  crucified. 
You  therefore  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  me 5 
who  am  your  fellow-fervant  to,  and  a  worfhipper 
of  the  crucified  Jefus.  The  angels  of  heaven  do- 
all  of  them  love  all  thofe  on  earth  that  feek  Jefus. 
Are  they  not  minifiring  fpirits  fent  forth  tetminifter 
unto  the  heirs  of  fa  lv  at  ion  ?  Let  none  fear  that  feek 
Jefus  :  Angels  love  them,  guard  them,  fuccour  and 
comfort  them  5  and  devils  cannot  hurt  them.  An¬ 
geh  honour  him  that  was  crucified,  and  teach  us 
not  to  fumble  at  the  crofs  of  Child. 

He  is  not  here ,  for  he  is  rifen  as  he  faid :  Had 
the  angel  dopt  at  the  firfl  word,  Mary  might  weli 
have  wept  on,  faying,  Lhey  have  taken  away  my 
Lord \  and  l  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him, 

K  k  But 


2-  jo  The  Burial  of  Jefus. 

But  woman,  why  weepeft  thou  ?  He  is  rifen  as  he 
faid  ■,  Jefus  who  was  dead  and  bu'.-ied  here  is  alive 
again  and  is  gone  hence  j  he  is  rilen  by  his  own 
divine  power  and  lives  for  evermore.  He  told 

you  that  he  muft  die  and  rife  again,  and  it  is  done 

as  he  faid. 

Come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  Jay •  Here 
was  the  utmoft  evidence  they  could  defire.  The 
angel  bids  them  fee  and  believe  their  eyes  -y  fee  the 
grave  is  empty,  the  buried  body  gone,  and  not 
taken  away,  but  rifen  and  alive,  as  foon  after  they 
faw  *  for  they  faw  and  felt  his  hands  and  hi s  feet  ^ 
they  handled  him  and  faw  that  it  was  flefj  and  bones, 
they  faw  him  eat  and  drink,  and  by  many  infalli¬ 
ble  proofs  he  (hewed  himfelf  alive  for  forty  days. 
a  The  fenjes  are  the  proper  judges  of  fenfible 
u  objects  :  ”  Come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay . 

He  fpeaks  of  their  doing  fo  as  a  proper,  a  pro¬ 
fitable  and  a  pleafant  thing.  He  fpeaks  reverently 
of  Chrift  ;  where  the  Lord  lay  )  the  Lord  Jefus , 
the  Lord  Chrift,  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  : 
The  Lord  of  angels  and  they  worftjip  him#)  thy 
Lord ,  and  worfhip  thou  him. 

Where  the  Lord  lay  *,  a  (acred  and  venerable  place 
furcly,  for  God  was  here  )  the  angels  fpeak  of  the 
ipot  with  love  and  honour  )  this  was  God's  houfe 
lor  a  few  days  :  how  low,  poor,  narrow  and  dark 
a  room  for  the  Son  of  God  to  be  laid  in  ?  But  when 
he  left  it  he  left  no  command  to  hold  it  more  hal¬ 
lowed  than  another  (pot.  Though  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  Mofes  in  th t  burning  bufh,  he  faid  to  him. 
Put  off  thy  jhoes  from  thy  feet ,  for  the  place  where 
thou  ftandefi  is  holy  ground  y  yet  he  never  (aid  fo 
of  the  place  where  he  was  born ,  the  places  where 
he  preached ,  the  mountain  whereon  he  was  transfix 
gated,  the  fpot  whereon  he  died,  the  tomb  wherein 
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they  buried  him  and  from  whom  he  arofe ,  nor  the 
place  from  which  he  afcended. 

No,  he  requires  of  us  and  has  inftituted  to  us  a 
more  fpiritual  worfhip  j  and  neither  at  Jerufalem , 
norat  the  holy  mounts  neither  where  his  crofs  itood, 
nor  where  he  was  interred ,  do  men  worfhip  the  Fa¬ 
ther  5  but  the  hour  is  come,  and  long  fi nee  has 
been,  when  the  true  worjhippers  worjlnp  the  Father 
in  fpirit  and  truth  in  all  places  of  the  earth  alike, 
enjoying  his  fpiritual  prefence.  We  are  the  circum- 
cijion  that  worjhip  God  in  the  fpirit ,  and  rejoyce  in 
Chrifl  Jefus ,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefj .  We 
pity  the  foolilh  fuperflition  of  a  carnal  world,  that 
has  placed  fo  much  religion  in  pilgrimages  and  viflis 
to  the  holy  tomb.  IVe  have  not  fo  learned  Chrifl. 
The  words  which  he  hath  fpoken  to  us,  the  wor - 
Jhip  and  fervices  he  has  appointed  to  us,  they  are  fpi¬ 
rit  and  they  are  life.  We  enjoy  more  of  Chrifl  in 
his  word  and  ordinances,  in  our  clofets  and  quiet  lab- 
baths,  and  in  ferving  our  families  all  the  week  long 
and  he  has  more  real  honour  from  us,  than  if  we 
lpent  the  year,  our  ftrength  and  our  fubltance,  in 
travel  to  the  holy  land . 

My  text  would  not  lead  us  into  any  of  the  fu- 
perftitious  notions  of  popery  ^  refpecting  the  holinefs 
of  places  in  gofpel  times  :  And  although  we  might 
go  fee  the  places  where  our  Lord  was  born,  where 
he  preacned  and  did  his  mighty  works,  and  where 
he  died  and  was  buried,  with  a  lufficient  plcafure 
and  a  becoming  reverence  to  his  memory,  did  they 
lye  in  our  way  and  did  Providence  call  us  thither  > 
yet  we  fhould  place  no  religion  in  the  feeing  them, 
nor  expeft  a  great  fpiritual  benefit  therefrom.  God 
has  given  the  holy  fepulchre  into  the  hands  of  infidels , 
and  blown  upon  the  vain  and  ridiculous  attempts  of 
Chrifiendom  in  a  long  holy  war  to  recover  it  out  of 
their  hands:  (a war  tho’ canoniz’d  and  (andtified  by 


2  j  2  The  Burial  of  Jefus. 

7nan ?  yet  it  may  be  the  vileft  aud  the  worft  before 
God  that  ever  was  carried  on  by  men  :)  And  finely 
the  divine  Providence  has  done  enough  herein  to 
convince  a  blind  world,  that  it  is  not  the  place  but 
the  thing  that  we  fhould  religioudy  regard.  Let 
Mahometans  put  religion  in  vifiting  the  tomb  of  their 
carnal  prophet  at  Mecca ,  (Tor  there  his  corrupt  dud 
lies)  the  angel  in  my  text  would  rebuke  and  forbid 
us  doing  the  like  by  the  grave  where  the  body  of 
Jefus  once  lay  ,  He  is  not  there,  for  he  is  rifen .  Why 
fhouid  we  leek  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  No,  be 

it  far  from  us - We  are  never  like  to  fee  the 

holy  tomb  with  our  eyes,  nor  is  it  needful :  It  is  e- 
nough  to  vifit  it  in  an  aft  of  faith,  in  a  devout 
contemplation  on  his  being  buried ,  and  in  a  religious 
improvement  of  it.  This  fhall  be  honorary  to  God 
and  profitable  to  us  ^  and  with  this  intention — — * 
Come  and  let  us  look  into  our  Lord's  grave .  Let  us 
in  ourfolemn  devotions  meditate,  improve  and  ap¬ 
ply  the  burial  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  manner  and 
circum fiances  of  it.  We  are  called  to  fee  him  on 
his  crofs,  let  us  fee  him  taken  down  and  laid  in  the 
grave. 

And  hero,  i.  I  will  confider  the  things  that 
Jefus  was  buried.  2.  The  time,  when.  3.  The 
perfons ,  by  whom.  4.  The  place,  where.  Andy. 
What  is  to  be  feen  in  all  this. 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  thing  in  it  felf,  that  our 
Lord  Jefus  was  buried  >  hisbody  was  laid  in  thegrave, 
and  lay  there  one  whole  day,  and  part  of  two  o- 
thcr  days.  There  were  lufficient  witnefles  of  his 
burial  his  friends  put  him  in  a  grave,  his  enemies 
faw  them  do  it,  and  fealed  him  in,  and  fet  a  guard 
upon  the  fepulchre.  And  it  was  neceflary  that  Chrift 
was  buried,  for 

1.  So  it  was  foretold  and  predicted  of  him  in  the 
holy  word,  Jt  was  written,  Pfalm  xyi,  p7  10.  My 
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flefi  (i.  e.  my  dead  body,  which  is  only  and  wholly 
fl el'll)  pall  reft  in  hope  ■,  (i.  e.  remain  a  while,  but 
not  long  in  the  grave.)  Again,  another  fcripture 
faith,  Pfalm  xxii.  if.  'Thou  haft  brought  vie  into  the 
duft  of  death  >  i.  e,  the  grave  •,  the  next  words  are, 
they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet ,  the  pierced  Sa- 
viour  was  to  be  buried.  Again,  the  prophefy  is 
exprefs  and  famous,  Ifaiah  liii.  9  He  made  his  grave 
with  the  wicked  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death .  A 
prophefy  exactly  fulfilled  in  our  Lord  Je/us9  who 
though  he  was  buried  in  a  rich  man’s  tomb,  yet  he 
begged  the  body  of  Pilate ,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
body  of  a  malefactor. 

1.  His  burial  was  figured  in  the  prophet  Jonas : 
Matt.xii.40.  For  as  Jonah  was  three  days  and  three 
nights  in  the  whale's  belly ,  fo  ftjall  the  Son  of  man  be 
in  the  heart  of  the  earth . 

3.  The  grave  belong’d  to  the  curfe,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  neceffary  our  Lord  being  dead  fhould 
be  alfo  buried.  For  he  redeems  us  from  the  curfe 
of  the  law  by  being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  Gal.iii.  15. 
Now  one  exprefs  part  of  the  curfe  was ,  Thou  floalt 
return  to  the  ground .  Therefore  Chrid  mud  be 
brought  into  the  duft  of  death,  though  God  would 
not  fuffer  his  holy  One  to  fee  corruption. 

4.  It  was  the  lad  and  not  the  lead  dep  in  the 
humiliation  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  To  take  our  flcfh, 
and  to  fuffer  and  die  in  it,  were  amazing  indances 
of  his  humiliation,  but  to  be  laid  under  ground  was 
a  dep  farther.  Indeed  it  was  not  fo  much  for  the 
dead  body  of  our  Lord  to  be  laid  in  the  grave,  as 
for  his  living  body  to  hang  on  the  crofs :  But  yet 
this  compleats  the  vifible  punifiiment  of  finful  man. 
Pfalm  lxxxviii.  init.  He  draws  nigh  to  the  grave,  he 
goes  down  to  the  pit ,  is  free  among  the  dead ,  and  of 
the  ftain  that  lye  in  the  grave  :  Thou  haft  laid  me  in 
the  loweft  pit ,  in  clarkneft7  in  the  deeps , 

f.  It 
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f.  It  was  necefiary  that  the  body  of  Chrift 
mould  be  buried,  the  more  toaflure  us  of  the  truth 
and  reality  of  his  death ,  and  to  render  his  refurrec- 
tion  the  more  evident  and  illuftrious.  For  as  none 
are  buried  (mankind  take  for  granted)  till  they  are 
feen  to  be  dead,  fo  a  refurredtion  out  of  the  crave 
is  more  obfervable  than  a  private  relloring  a°dcad 
body  to  life.  As  in  the  death  and  refurredion  of 
Lazarus  it  was  by  far  the  more  notorious  that  he 
was  dead,  and  raifed  from  death,  by  his  lying  four 
days  in  the  grave,  than  it  would  have  been  if  our 
Saviour  had  come  before  his  funeral,  as  he  lay  by 
the  walls,  and  had  reftored  him  to  life:  So  in  like 
manner,  the  refurredion  of  Chrift  was  the  more 
afeertained  and  made  famous  by  his  burial.  Out- 
Lord  Jefus  did  not  come  cloven  from  the  crofs  that 
they  might  believe  in  him,  when  they  ask’d  'him  in 
mockery  to  do  fo:  It  was  much  more  an  argument 
to  conftrain  their  faith  in  him,  that  he  died  and  was 
buried  and  role  again  the  third  day.  They  asked 
ignorantly,  as  well  as  profanely,  for  he  muft  needs 
die  and  be  buried. 

6.  Our  Lord  was  buried,  to  takeaway  the  dark- 
nefs  and  horror  of  the  grave  as  to  all  that  believe 
in  him,  a  to  warm  and  pci  fume  that  cold  and 
iC  noilome  bed,  and  make  it  eafy  and  pleafing  to 
iC  faith.”  For  in  his  burial  and  riling  again  it 
brought  to  pafs  that  faying,  Hofea  xiii.  14.  O 
grave,  I  will  be  thy  deflruclion.  Chrift  has  deftroyed 
all  that  was  evil  and  dreadful  in  the  grave  by  his 
going  into  it. 

Finally,  our  Lord  was  buried  on  the  day  where¬ 
on  he  was  crucified:  So  the  EvangeliftJ^«  tells 
us;  "Jo.  xix.  31.  So  the  law  of  Mofes  required; 
l)eut.  xxi.  zz,  13.  And  tho’  this  was  not  the 
manner  and  cultorn  of  the  Romans,  yet  they  yielded 
in  this  point  to  the  [acted  law  of  the  Jew,  and  in¬ 
dulged 
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dulged  them,  upon  their  petitions,  the  burial  of 
their  criminals  on  the  day  wherein  they  were 

executed.  - But  lo  much  for  the  thing  it  felfj 

Chrift  was  buried. 

II.  I  would  fay  a  word  or  two  with  refpeCt  un¬ 
to  the  time  of  our  Lord’s  burial. 

And  fir/1  it  was  a  part  of  his  great  humiliation 
and  abafement  that  he  was  prefently,  fuddenly ,  ha* 
ftily  interfd  as  a  malefactor.  For  having  humbled 
himfelf  unto  death,  the  death  of  the  crols,  he  was 
immediately  committed  to  the  Earth.  He  had 
not  the  formality  and  folemnity  of  a  common  fune¬ 
ral.  There  was  no  time  allow’d  for  preparation 
for  a  mournful  and  ufual  interment. 

The  Sabbath  was  coming  on,  and  a  high  Sab¬ 
bath,  and  as  one  notes,  The  Jews  did  not  think 

the  bufinefs  and  forrows  of  a  funeral  to  agree 
<c  well  with  that  day  of  holy  reft. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  lay  in 
the  grave  the  whole  of  the  feventh  day,  which  was 
the  Jewi/h  Sabbath.  On  the  evening  before  their 
Sabbath  he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  it  he  rofe  from  the  dead.  This  fignified 
(fay  fome)  the  abolifhing  of  the  Jewiftj  feafts,  both 
th zpa/fover  and  the  feventh- day  fabbath  :  They  are 
buried  in  the  grave  of  Chrift,  and  the  Chrift ian 
fabbath  (the  fingle  Feftival  to  the  church  forever) 
arofe  with  him,  the  Lord's-day ,  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  week. 

III.  We  muft  not  overlook  the  perfons  that  bu¬ 
ried  him.  And  they  were  two $  Jofeph  of  Arima^ 
thea  and  Nicodemus  \  both  of  them  before  fecret  dif- 
ciples,  but  now  bold  and  open  friends.  Poflibly  the 
manner  of  ourLord’s  death,  which  made  the  Ccnturi - 
on  fay,  truly  this  is  the  Son  of  God ,  help’d  to  give  thefe 
good  men  the  courage  now  to  appearand  own  their 
dead  Saviour,  We  may  think  that  the  guards ,  as 

£  well 
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well  as  their  captain,  thought  better  of  Cht  ift  now 
that  they  were  to  take  him  down  from  his  crofs, 
than  when  they  nailed  him  to  it.  And  it  might 
not  expofe  thele  honourable  perfons  to  an  inlult 
from  th e  foldiers,  to  declare  their  efteem  of  Thrift, 
as  it  would  have  done  a  few  hours  before. 

Well,  wherever  this  Scripture  is  preached,  this 
that  they  did  towards  our  Lord’s  funeral  {hall  be 
told  of  them>  as  well  as  what  the  good  woman 
did,  who  anointed  him  beforehand  to  his  bu- 
rying. 

^  Firft  Jofeph  went  boldly  unto  Pilate  and  begged 
the  body  of  Jefus.  This  was  no  fmall  part  of  hu¬ 
miliation  in  our  Lord’s  burial,  that  his  friends  mult 
beg  his  body  of  the  government,  for  leave  to  bury 
it.  Then  Nicodemus  brought  a  mixture  of  myrrhs 
and  aloes,  and  a  great  quantity  of  it,  to  wind  up 
with  the  body}  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  was  to 
bury.  John  xix.  38,  39.  Laftly,  Jofeph  laid  the 
body  in  his  own  tomb,  a  fepulchre  that  he  had  made 
for  himfelf :  And  it  was  good  lying  down  in  it 
after  Chrifl  had  lain  in  it,  and  rifen  out  of  it: 
Which  whether  Jofeph  &  id  or  no  is  uncertain.  But 
this  is  another  circumftance  in  the  humiliation  of 
Thrift,  that  as  while  lie  lived  he  had  not  where  to  lay 
his  head ,  lo  neither  had  he  a  grave  of  his  own  to 
be  laid  in  when  dead.  Yet  indeed  he  needed  only 
to  borrow  a  grave,  to  whom  fin  was  but  imputed. 
For  what  right  had  he  to  a  grave  of  his  own,  who 
had  no  fin  of  his  own  ?  The  grave  is  the  property 
and  inheritance  of  finners,  ftridfly  fpeaking. 

1  o  dole  on  this  head  :  Here  was  an  anl'wer  to 
that  qucjlion ,  lomctime  asked  concerning  Chriffc 
while  he  lived  on  earth,  have  any  of  the  rulers  or 
of  the  Pharifees  believed  on  him?  Yes,  two  did, 
Jofeph  and  Nicodemus:  And  a  noble  public  tefti- 

mony 
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mony  they  gave,  and  credible,  to  our  Saviour’s  in¬ 
nocence  and  righteoufnefs. 

Moreover,  the  Scripture  was  ftrangely  fulfilled 
in  all  this.  If  a.  liii.  9.  And  he  made  his  grave 
with  the  wicked  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death  3  be- 
caufe  he  had  done  no  violence ,  neither  was  there  de¬ 
ceit  found  in  his  mouth .  In  a  manner  he  made  his 
grave  with  the  wicked \  as  who  could  have  thought 
otherwife  that  had  feen  him  crucified  between  two 
thieves?  As  the  Jews  his  enemies  expefted  to  have 
had  him  thrown  into  the  pit  for  malefadtors ;  fo 
his  friends  and  difciples  could  apprehend  nothing 
elfe.  But  God  had  [aid  otherwife,  and  his  word 
muft  needs  be  fulfilled :  And  tho’  it  was  the  moil 
unlikely  thing  in  the  world  that  the  crucified  Je fits 
fhould  make  his  grave  with  the  rich,  yetGodmoft 
eafily  and  inftantly  brought  it  to  pafs,  by  flirting 
up  the  fpirit  of  Jofeph ,  that  honourable,  good  and 
juft  man,  to  ask  and  inter  the  holy  body. 

But  this  briefly  of  the  Perfons  that  buried  our 
Lord  Jefus . 

IV.  Let  us  now  fee  the  place  where  they  laid 
him.  It  was  in  a  new  tomb ,  hewn  out  of  a  rock ,  in 
a  Garden .  He  merited  the  firft  and  beft  of  the 
Sepulchres  of  the  Kings,  the  Tons  of  David. 

1.  Our  Lord  was  laid  in  a  new  tomb ,  wherein 
never  man  had  yet  lain.  Luke  xxiii.  fi.  it  was, 
lay  fome,  that  none  might  pretend  it  was  fome 
other  body  that  role,  and  not  his.  Moreover,  he 
was  but  ted  on  iuch  an  account  as  never  any  one  was 
befoie  him,  and  to  rife  again  in  three  days  >  and 
taerefoie  it  was  meet  he  fhould  be  laid  by  himfelf 
tor  he  was  not  to  mix  with  common  dull.  u  He 
that  was  born  of  a  virgin  womb,  muft  rife  from 
a  virgin  tomb.”  So  Mr.  Henry. 

.  2;  ?he  tomb  was  hewn  out  in  a  rock ,  by  excavat¬ 
ing  or  hollowing  the  ftonc.  This  took  away  the 

^  1  pretence. 
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pretence,  which  providence  forefaw,  of  his  difci- 
ples  dealing  him  away.  There  was  no  fecret  paf- 
iage  into  the  rock  y  the  prifon  of  his  grave  was 
ftrong,  he  was  inclofed  in  hewn  done,  in  a  folid 
and  entire  rock  ;  that  the  power  and  glory  of  his 
refurreftion  might  be  the  greater.  There  could  be 
no  accefs  to  this  fepulchre  but  by  the  door,  and  that 
was  guarded  by  the  foldicrs. 

3.  The  fepulchre  was  in  a  garden ,  in  a  garden 
man  finned,  and  brought  himfelf  into  the  dud  of 
death  y  and  in  a  garden  the  Lord  was  laid  whofe 
death  and  refurredlion  have  brought  life  and  im¬ 
mortality  to  light  to  us.  By  the  fin  of  the  firft^f- 
dam  we  were  driven  out  o i  the  Garden  of  Eden^ 
and  from  the  tree  of  life^  to  return  to  our  ground : 
So  by  the  fufiferings  of  the  fecond  Adam ,  who  was 
buried  in  a  garden,  there  is  an  entrance  opened  in¬ 
to  the  heavenly  Paradife.  When  we  are  walking 
in  our  gardens  what  can  we  better  meditate  on 
than  our  graves ,  whither  we  are  going  }  and  how 
Jefus  was  buried  in  a  garden,  and  rofe  in  one  ? 

V.  And  laftly,  Enquire  we  now,  what  we  have 
feen  or  may  fee  in  the  grave  of  the  blefied  Jefus  ? 
What  is  the  ufe  of  what  we  have  feen  ?  Why 

1.  Come  and  fee  the  verity  of  Chrift’s  death,  on 
which  his  fatisfablion  for  fin,  and  our  redemption 
from  it  (lands.  For  he  mull  needs  die  to  deliver  us 
from  the  curfe ,  through  death  it  was  that  he  de- 
ilroyed  death  !  Look  then  into  the  grave  of  Jefus 
and  fee  him  truly  dead. 

1 .  See  the  propheftes  concerning  Chrifi:  fulfilled 
in  his  grave  y  fee  the  Holy  One  at  reft  there,  and  yet 
not  left  there  to  fee  corruption  5  fee  him  making  his 
grave  with  the  juft,  after  he  had  died  with  the  wick¬ 
ed  ♦,  ice  how  he  died  and  was  buried  accordingtothe 
Jcriptures .  1  Cor.  xv.  3,4. 


3.  Come 
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3.  Come  fee  the  depth  of  Ch rift's  humiliation . 
How  low  did  the  Son  of  God  lye?  he  was  laid  un¬ 
der  ground  :  So  low  did  our  fins  lay  him,  for  they 
were  laid  upon  him . 

4.  See  how  he  loved  us •  When  Jefus  did  but 

drop  a  tear ,  and  utter  a  groan  at  the  grave  of  La- 
zarus ,  the  faid,  Zew*/  him  !  How 

much  more  fhould  we  obferve  the  great  love  where¬ 
with  he  has  loved  his  el  chi  ^  in  that  he  buffered  him- 
felf  to  be  laid  in  a  grave  to  deliver  them  from  the 
pit  of  corruption.  Mary ,  as  the  Jews  thought,  well 
exprefs’d  her  love  to  her  dead  body  by  going  to  the 
grave  to  weep  there  •,  but  Chrifi  has  loved  us  and  gone 
into  the  grave  for  us. 

f.  Come  fee  the  evil  of  our  fins ,  and  how  they  are 
to  be  borrowed  for,  with  a  bitternefs  beyond  that  of 
burying  our  mofl  beloved  ones.  Go  to  the  grave  of 
Jefus ,  and  weep  there  for  thy  fins  that  crucified 
him.  Sit  with  the  pious  women  over-againft  the  fe- 
pulchre,  while  they  bury  thy  Lord,  and  fee  him  re¬ 
turning  to  thy  ground  for  thy  tranfgrefiion.  It  is 
enough  to  ftrike  the  moll  harclned  iinner  with  re- 
morfe  and  horror,  more  than  Cain  was  (truck  with, 
when  th e  ghaftly  face  of  death  was  firfi  feen  upon 
his  innocent  and  righteous  brother ,  whom  he  flew. 
Let  the  face  of  fin  appear  more  ghaftly  than  death 
to  us.  Is  there  darknefs  and  horror  in  the  grave  ? 
more  is  there  in  fin  that  dug  it ! 

6.  But  come  and  fee  in  the  grave  of  Chrifi  the 
curfe  fully  born^  the  juftice  of  ~God  fatisfied,  fin 
buried ,  the  (ins  of  God's  elc£i  aboliflud  and  death 
alfo.  See  the  funeral  of  fin,  fin  dead,  a  full  atone¬ 
ment  for  it :  The  fins  of  believers  are  buried  in  c- 
verlafting  oblivion ,  in  the  place  of  forget fulnefs . 

7.  Come  and  fee  the  verity  of  Chrift' s  refurrcc - 
tion9  and  the  certainty  of  our  refurrcction  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  if  we  believe  in  him.  He  was  fhut  and 
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fealed  in  5  bat  fee  he  is  not  there ,  he  is  rifen .  The 
Angel  fhews  us  the  empty  Sepulchre  :  Now  what 
is  the  inference?  Why  that  1  Cor.  xv.  12.  If 
Chrifi  be  preached  that  he  rofe  from ,  how  fhall  any 
question  the  refurrection  of,  the  dead  ?  He  is  rifen , 
and  become  the  firft- fruits  of  them  that  feep:  For  as 
by  man  came  death ,  by  man  aijo  the  refurreciiQn  of  the 
dead  y  as  in  Adam  all  die ,  fo  in  Chrifi  fall  all  be  made 
alive.  We  cannot  ice  the  place  where  the  Lord 
lay,  but  we  mult  fee  him  rifen  and  gone  from  it  y 
and  we  cannot  lee  Chrifi  rifen,  but  we  mult  fee  be¬ 
lievers  rifing,  every  one  of  them. 

I  might  fay  here,  1.  Come  and  fee /Ay  own  grave 
dug  y  for  had  he  a  grave  and  fhall  not  we  ?  The 
diiciple  is  not  greater  than  his  Lord  !  Had  the  re¬ 
puted  finner  a  grave,  and  fhall  not  the  real  finner 
have  one  ?  yes  and  fee  corruption  there  too,  while 
the  holy  one  of  God  was  not  fuffered  to  do  fo. 

1.  Come  and  fee  death  and  the  grave  altered  9 
changed  by  Chrift’s  lying  there  :  Death  is  become 
a  Jleep,  and  the  grave  a  bed  of  repole  to  believers. 
They  fleep  in  Jefus ,  they  reft  in  their  beds ,  and  fhall 
awake  to  the  refurrection  of  life .  The  grave  is  made 
ioit  and  eafyand  lightlomc  by  Chrift’s  burial  and  re- 
lurredtion.  Believers  fhould  fee  where  the  Lord  lay 
and  not  be  afraid  to  die  :  Pfalm  xxiii.  4.  Tea  though 
/  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Jhadow  of  death , 
I  will  fear  no  evil ,  for  thou  art  with  me  y  thy  rod 
and  thy  ft  aft'  they  comfort  me.  And  they  may  now 
follow  their  godly  friends  with  comfort:  For  if  we 
believe  that  \  jefus  died  and  rofe  again ,  even  fo  them 
that  jlcep  in  Jefus  God  will  bring  with  him .  1  Thef. 
iv.  14.  Thus  we  may  by  faith  leave  our  dead,  and 
lye  down  ourfelves,  with  comfort  and  fatisfa&ion 
in  the  place  where  Chrifi  has  lain  before  us. 

8.  Come  fee  where  the  Lord  lay,  and  learn  to 
tender  our  Lord's  body ,  his  dear  remains  on  earth , 

4  his 
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his  living  members.  This  is  Chryfofiom  s  improve¬ 
ment  of  our  Lord’s  burial.  ^  VV e  (faid  he)  are 
ready  to  envy  Jofeph  and  Nicodemus  the  honour 
they  had,  to  fliew  the  laft  refpe&s  unto  the  crucifi¬ 
ed  body  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ,  but  let  us  remember 
that  we  may  ftill  do  the  fame  good  ojf.ces  every 
day  to  our  Lord ,  in  the  perfons  of  his  members ,  who 
are  his  body  ,  both  while  they  live  and  when  they 
die.  ” 

Believers  are  the  body  of  Chrift ,  and  members  in 
particular. '{  For  his  body' s  fake ,  which  is  the  Churchy 
he  both  died  and  was  buried.  This  anlwers  that 
endearing  expreilion  \  Members  of  his  body ,  of  his 
JleJh  and  of  his  bones.  This  is  a  great  My  fiery  ,  mi- 
fterious  love  and  grace  is  couched  in  it.  And  there 
are  the  little  ones ,  the  poor  and  low,  humble  and 
needy,  and  afflifred  that  belong  to  Chrifi  $  and 
whatloever  we  do  unto  the  leafl  or  theie  we  do  it 
unto  him.  A  meet  thought  for  us  at  the  Lord's 
‘Table,  where  we  are  as  one  bread  and  one  body ,  for 
we  are  all  partakers  of  one  bread ,  and  fhould  be  to¬ 
gether  in  the  bowels  of  love,  nourifijing  and  cher - 
ifhing  one  another  as  the  Lord  the  church.  Again, 
this  body  of  Chrift  is  a  dying  body,  in  refpedt  of  one 
member  and  another  of  it,  who  are  continually  fick- 
ning  and  expiring  about  us.  We  mull:  vifit  them, 
and  minifter  to  their  bodies  and  iouls  in  their  fick- 
nefs,  and  Chrift  will  fay  to  us  another  day,  I  was 
fick ,  and  ye  vifited  me.  And  when  they  are  dead  and 
to  be  buried ,  we  fhould  with  a  religious  refpeft  at¬ 
tend  their  funerals  :  As  devout  men  took  up  Ste¬ 
phen  and  carried  him  to  his  grave. 

9.  Come  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay,  and 
have  communion  with  him  in  his  burial .  I  fhall  in- 
ftancc  but  in  two  ways, 

f  Rom.  xii.  ry  Mat.  x.  42.  xviii.  10.  1  Cor.  x.  17.  xii.  25, 
27,  Eph.  iv.  25  v.  2",  50.  Col  i.  24. 
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a  daily  dying  to  fin ,  in  the  mortification 
and  deftruftion  of  the  body  of  fin .  We  are  under  a 
tnyjhcal  Jepulture  from  our  baptifm:  Rom.  vi.  2  4. 
ftre  are  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death.  CoT 
11  •  1 2*  Buried  with  him  in  baptifm.  Let  us  then  get 
fin  flam,  and  bury  our  mortified  lufts  out  of  fight, 
as  a  noilome  carcafe,  a  loathfome  offenfive  thing. 
Let  the  death  of  fin  in  us  anfwer  to  andfliew  forth 
the  death  of  Chrift  for  us.  As  the  one  obliges  to 

a  eu°C  *et  one  rePre^ented  in  the  other. 

As  he  dieda  fliameful  and  a  painful  death,  fo  let  fin 

die  As  he  died  to  rife  again,  and  he  diethnomore  •, 
io  the  death  of  fin  will  be  followed  with  new  life 
a  fpiritual  and  everlafting  life.  And  though  it  was 
meet  that  he  who  knew  no  fin,  though  he  died  and 
was  buried,  yet  ftiould  fee  no  corruption  5  yet  is  it 
as  fitting  that  fin  which  is  a  mafs  of  corruption, 
mould  confume,  rot  away  and  perilh  for  ever.  Thus 
in  our  chriftian  baptifm  we  profefs  and  are  bound 
to  a  fac? ament al  conformity  to  the  dying  and  burial 
of  0111  Lord  Jefus •  And  then  to  go  on  to  the 
other  facramenr, 

2.  We  have  communion  with  Chrift  in  his  death 
and  burial ,  by  a  frequent  and  devout  obfervation 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  crucifixion  of  fin  is 
here  reprefented  and  engaged,  and  God’s  burying 
our  fins  in  a  grave  of  everlafting  oblivion.  Yea 
thefe  are  bleffcd  fruits  of  the  ordinance  to  worthy 
receivers  5  the  one  facrament  doth  but  carry  on  the 
fpiritual  fenfe  and  profeftion  of  the  other,  and 

both  mean  one  and  the  lame  faving  effect  on  us  and 
to  us. 

In  the  Lord's  Supper  we  behold  Chrift  crucified 
for  our  fins,  and  ourfelvcs  bound  to  fee  them  cruci¬ 
fied  and  flain.  The  ordinancefpeaks  to  us  in  thofe 
wrords,  Rom.  vi.  7,  8,  &c.  which  words  repre- 
fenr  a  fpiritual  dying,  burial  and  living  again  : 

Knowing 
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Knowing  this ,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  Chrifty 
that  the  body  of  fin  fhouldbe  deftroyed ,  that  wejhould 
no  more  fieri  fin  :  For  he  that  is  dead  is  free  from 
fin :  Now  if  we  be  dead  with  Chrifl ,  we  believe  that 
we  fihall  alfio  live  with  him  knowing  that  Chrifl  being 
raified  from  the  dead  dieth  no  more  \  death  hath  no 
more  dominion  over  him  .*  For  in  that  he  died ,  lee  di¬ 
ed  unto  (in  once ,  but  in  that  he  liveth  he  liveth  unto 
God  :  Likewife  reckon  ye  alfio  your  fielves  to  be  dead 
indeed  unto  fin ,  but  alive  unto  God  through  Jefus 
Chrifl  our  Lord .  Thus  dying  to  fin  and  living  to 
God,  the  death  of  fin  and  the  life  of  grace  and 
holinefs,  is  the  thing  profefled,  engaged  and  repre- 

fented  in  the  holy  fiupper . 

May  the  fight  we  have  had  of  the  grave  of  Je¬ 
fus  help  us  in  the  {hewing  forth  his  death.  Our 
feeing  him  on  his  crofis  will  lead  us  on  to  look  in¬ 
to  his  grave  \  as  alfoour  looking  into  his  grave  leads 
us  back  to  his  crofs.  — If  we  confider  him  rifien  a- 
gain,  it  remembers  us  that  he  was  dead  and  buried . 
We  go  to  the  Fable  of  Chrifl:,  as  well  for  the  one 
as  the  other  fight  of  him.  T.  hough  we  ihew  forth 
his  death ,  we  believe  that  he  is  alive  \  we  do  not 
fieek  the  living  among  the  dead. 

Our  work  is  like  that  of  the  holy  women  in  the 
text,  of  whom  the  Angel  witnefied  that  they  fought 
Jefus .  Firft  they  followed  him  to  his  crofs  weep¬ 
ing,  and  there  they  flood  wailing  and  lamenting 
while  they  faw  him  die :  Then  they  accompanied 
him  to  his  grave ,  and  faw  where  they  laid  him 
and  the  next  news  to  them  was  his  refurreftion .--- 
The  refult  of  all  is  our  Chriftian  Sabbath ,  and  our 
aflembling  thereon  to  break  breads  for  communion 
with  Chrifl:  in  his  deaths  burial  and  refurreftion . 
May  our  rifen  Saviour  be  with  us,  and  make  hi  ra¬ 
id  f  known  to  us  in  the  breaking  of  bread .  Amen. 
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SERMON 


He  that  liveth,  and  was  dead,  and  is 

alive  for  evermore. 


Rev.  i.  8. 


1  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead \  and  be¬ 
hold  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen . 


T  is  our  Lord  JeJus  who  here  fpeaksfrom 
heaven  to  his  fervant  John  :  He  fpeaks  of 
himfelf, \  things  great  and  worthy  of  him- 
felf  and  proper  only  unto  himfelf ,  and 
things  fuitable  to  the  great  occafion  and  defign 
whereon  he  fpeaks  y  namely,  his  glorious  appearing 
to  John  in  v ifion ,  by  him  to  make  a  revelation  unto 
his  Church  of  things  that  fliould  be  hereafter. 

I  /hall 


•  -  -  '  .  •  - -  s  .  •.* 


He  that  liveth,  and it>as  dead,  dec.  z6f 

I  fhall  not  look  back  on  the  vifion  it  felf,  nor 
on  the  effect  which  it  had  upon  the  favourite  A- 
poflle ,  the  man  greatly  beloved  of  his  Saviour;  who 

like  another  Daniel  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  the  di~ 

*  . 

vine  per  [on  appearing  to  him.  In  the  words 

1.  Chrifi;  affirms  three  things  of  himfelf :  I  am 
he  that  liveth ,  and  was  dead ,  and  I  am  alive  for  e* 
vermore.  He  was  the  living  One  from  all  eternity. 
In  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  took  our  nature  and  died 
in  it.  He  is  alive  again  and  lives  for  evermore . 

2.  Our  attention ,  obfervation  and  admiration  is 
demanded  :  Behold ,  q.  d.  fee  and  confider  this 
which  I  now  fay,  diligently  attend  to  it  and  ob- 
ferve  it  y  contemplate  it  with  wonder  and  adora¬ 
tion. 

3.  An  Amen  in  teflimony  to  and  in  confirmation 
of  the  thing  faid  :  Amen .  He  that  is  the  Amen3 
the  faithful  and  true  witnefs ,  faith  thefe  things.  And 
this  demands  from  us  our  Amen  of  faith  unto  the 
prefent  truths  :  u  Amen  Lord  Jefus  !  So  it  is,  lb 
let  it  be  !  Thou  ever  wert  and  fhalt  be. 

The  flrangenefs  and  yet  the  verity  of  the  things 
aflerted  are  commended  here  to  our  consideration. 
For  what  can  be  more  flrange,  myfterious  and  fur- 
prizing,  than  that  the  living  and  eternal  one  was 
dead  and  rofe  again  and  lives  in  our  nature  forever? 
Admire  it  ye  Angels  in  heaven  and  faints  on  earth  ! 
but  doubt  it  not  :  No,  it  is  very  true  j  and  he  that 
is  holy,  he  that  is  true  puts  Y\\s  Amen  lo\l.  Seal 
to  it  all  you  to  whom  the  vifion  and  record  comes! 
receive  his  teflimony  and  put  to  your  feaf  that  God 
is  true . 

I  fhall  fpeak  very  briefly  to  the  following  propo¬ 
rtions. 

1 . 1  hat  our  Lord  Jefus  is  he  that  liveth .  2.  That 
he  was  dead .  3.  That  he  is  alive  for  evermore . 

4*  That  thef  are  divine  Truths  firmly  to  be  be- 

M  m  Icive, 
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lieved,  and  devoutly  admired  in  the  Churches  of 
Chrift. 

I.  Our  Lord  Jefus  is  he  that  liveth.  zdv,  the 
living  One .  This  is  affirmed  of  him  in  his  Divine 
nature,  and  it  imports  his  eternal  being,  an  un¬ 
changeable  being,  and  the  moft  perfect  and  bleffed 
life. 

1 .  It  affierts  an  eternal  exiftence,  and felf-exiflence * 
eO  Zdv,  the  living,  ever  living  One .  And  fo  doth 
ihe  connexion  of  the  words  carry  and  determine  the 
fenfe  $  /  am  the  firjl  and  the  la  ft ,  lam  he  that  liveth . 
It  plainly  means,  I  am  the  Eternal ,  without  be¬ 
ginning  or  end.  All  which  is  no  more  than  what 
we  read  of  Chrift  in  other  places  of  the  Scripture : 
Johnx.  i,  3.  In  the  beginning  was  the  IFord ,  and 
in  him  was  life.  That  is,  life  poffelTed  from  ever- 
lading*  a  coeternal  exiftence  with  the  Father .  Jo . 
v.  z6.  For  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  himfelf ,  fo  he 
hath  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf  ’  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  living  God . 

2.  He  that  liveth lpeaks  the  immutability,  th tun- 
changeablenefs  of  his  being  and  life.  He  fpeaks  in 
the  prefent  time,  agreeably  to  his  incommunicable 
fiame  Jehovah ,  Exod.  iii.  14.  I  am,  that  is  my 
name.  A  moft  wonderful,  fhort  and  full  account 
of  the  Eternal.  He  ever  is  what  he  ever  was,  al¬ 
ways  the  fame.  Pfal.  cii.  27.  Fl wu  art  the  fa?ne 
and  thy  years  fhall  have  no  end .  Heb.  xiii.  8.  Jefus 
Chrifl  the  fame  ye fler  day,  to  day  and  for  ever .  Rev. 
i.  8.  Which  is,  and  which  was ,  and  which  is  to 
come .  The  famous  Melchifedeck  was  in  this  a  type 
of  Chrift,  of  whom  it  is  witnefled  that  he  liveth  : 
Heb.  vii.  8.  The  Scripture  fpeaking  only  of  his 
living,  nothing  of  his  birth  or  death ,  as  if  he  had 
been  without  defeent ,  and  continued  ever  in  fome 
unchangeable  manner. 
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3.  The  moft  perfect  and  blejfed  life  is  implied  in 
the  phrafe,  be  that  liveth.  Such  is  the  life  of  God, 
who  as  he  is  the  living  God  and fedfafi for  ever,  fo 
he  is  the  blejjed  God .  i  Tim.  i.  II.  Bieffed  for 
evermore.  Rom.  ix.  f.  This  bleflednefs  of  God 
is  in  C brill,  the  Son  of  the  blejfed .  I  am  he  that 
liveth :  It  (peaks  eternity,  unchangeablenefs  and 
infinite  happinels# 

From  whence  we  learn,  i.  To  adore  our  Lord 
Jefus  in  his  eternal  God- head  and  fupreme  glory. 
He  a  flumes  and  we  mull  afcribe  a  proper  eternal 
life  to  him.  Rev.  x.  <5.  Hhe  Angel  put) are  by  him 
that  liveth. 

2.  Learn  what  he  is  to  us :  The  fountain,  author, 
giver  of  life ,  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal.  Jo. 
i.  4.  In  him  was  life ,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of 
men .  The  living  Son  of  God  made  us  this  living 
foul .  And  the  life  of  grace  is  from  him,  who  quick- 
net  h  whom  he  will,  and  of  his  fulnefs  all  receive. 
And  as  to  life  eternal  he  fays,  1  give  it.  John  x. 
^8. 

3.  The  inference  from  the  context  is,  Let  not 
believers  fear.  Fear  not,  I  am  he  that  liveth.  The 
eternal  God  is  their  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the 
everlafting  arms.  Fear  not  a  man  that  (hall  die  > 
nor  devils  which  are  in  eternal  death  j  nor  fufferings 
and  death  which  Chrifl:  lives  to  fupport  thee  un¬ 
der  and  carry  thee  thro’.  Rev.  ii.  10.  Fear  none 
of  the  fe  things.  We  have  a  living  Saviour  to  carry 
our  lick  and  dying  to,  and  to  repair  unto  when 
ours  are  dead. 

II.  Fhis  glorious  Perfon  was  once  dead.  I  am  he 
that  liveth  and  was  dead.  This  is  fpoken  of  his 
human  nature.  When  in  this  he  was  dead,  in  his 
Jlivine  nature  he  was  ffcill  he  that  liveth . 

Our  Lord  Jefus  was  dead .  He  expired  on  the 
crof§  and  gave  up  the  ghoft.  The  foldier  run  his 

Mmz,  [pear- 
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fpear  into  the  holy  body  after  it  was  dead.  It  was 
taken  down  and  buried.  His  holy  Soul  went  to 

Paradife,  the  abode  and  happy  feat  of  the  (pints  of 

the  juft  made  perfect.  "  “  J 

It  was  neceflary  that  Chrift  fhould  die  that  he 
might  become  a  facrifice  for  fin.  The  facrificc 
muft  be  Jhin ,  and  therefore  the  blood  of  Chrift 
was  filed.  He  died  voluntarily:  John x.  18.  / 

lay  it  down  of  my  felf.  He  gave  his  life  a  ranfom 
for  many.  Mat.  xx.  28.  He  fubftituted  it  in  the 
place  ot  our  forfeited  lives.  It  was  a  life  worth  ten 
thoufand  of  ours,  of  price  fufficient  for  their  re¬ 
demption.  Rev.  v.  p.  Thou  haft  redeemed  us 
to  God  by  thy  blood. 

If  Chiift  had  not  died  the  curfe  of  the  law  had 
not  been  born,  and  the  juftice  of  God  had  not 
been  fatisfied.  But  now  the  juftice  and  holy  go¬ 
vernment  of  God  are  infinitely  honoured  $  for  who 
was  it  that  died  in  our  nature,  but  he  who  in  his 
divine  nature  is  he  that  liveth ?  This  gave  the 
death  an  infinite  virtue,  power,  merit  and  efficacy. 
Che  offering  of  fuch  a  life  was  neceflary  to  the 
abolifoing  of  death,  and  to  the  bringing  life  and  im¬ 
mortality  to  light.  Death  was  too  great  a  thing 
for  any  Ids  life  to  abolifh,  and  eternal  life  was  too 
great  a  thing  for  any  lefs  life  to  purchafe  and  ob¬ 
tain  for  us.  When  the  living  One  had  by  himfelf 
purged  our  fins,  he  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majefty  on  high.  Heb.  i.  3. 

When  we  confider  the  dignity  and  glory  of  the 
pei  fon  of  Chrift,  and  what  a  life  his  was  which  he 
offer’d  up  to  God  for  us,  we  cannot  doubt  its 
power  to  remove  every  thing  that  could  ftand  in 
the  way  of  our  falvation,  or  to  procure  every  thing 
in  heaven  for  us.  Heb.  ix,  12,  14.  By  his  own 
blood  he  is  entered  into  the  holy  place ,  having  obtain¬ 
ed  eternal  redemption  for  us :  For  Jhall  not  the  blood  of 

h  im «, 
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him ,  who  thro ’  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  up  himfelf 
without  [pot  to  God  purge  our  conference  ?  V erily  a 
confcience  throughly  enlightened  in  the  do£trine 
of  our  redemption  by  the  only  begotten  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  Father  j  a  confcience  duly  affected  with  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  glory  of  the  perfon  of  Chriftj  as 
it  mufl  needs  be  purified  and  purged  by  the  light 
of  the  glory  fhining  on  it  from  the  face  of  Jefus 
Chrilt,  fo  it  can  never  queftion  the  merits  of  his 
fatisfa&ion,  and  his  power  to  fave  unto  the  utter- 
moft.  Rev.  ii.  8.  Thefe  things  faith  the  firjl  and 
the  laft,  which  was  dead  and  is  alive .  Reflect 
here, 

i.  What  a  glorious  ordinance  and  inflitution  is 
the  Lor  d's-f upper,  which  is  the  memorial  and  ex¬ 
hibition  of  the  death  of  him  thatliveth.  The  living 
One  came  and  died  for  us.  He  died  for  fin  once ,  and 
is  alive  for  evermore.  O  glorious  death  !  worthy 
to  be  had  in  everlafting  remembrance !  John  vi. 
yi.  I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven  5  and  the  bread  which  1  give  is  my  flejh ,  which 
I  give  for  the  life  of  the  world.  The  living  One  has 
commanded  thee  to  remember  in  the  way  of  break¬ 
ing  of  bread  how  and  why  he  died,  and  thus  to  feck 
after  a  part  and  intereft  in  the  fruits  and  benefits 
of  his  death  *,  and  how  dareft  thou  to  negledl  it  ? 
The  living  One  has  bid  thee  do  this,  and  he  fees  how 
thou  doelt  it  j  and  he  lives  to  blefs  his  inflitution, 
it  is  no  vain  thing  thus  to  ferve  the  living  Lord. 

z.  Was  our  Lord  Jefus  dead?  let  believers  pre- 
pare  to  die,  and  learn  how  to  die.  You  may  be 
ready  to  think  that  this  is  as  wrong  an  inference  as 
can  be,  in  the  firft  part  of  it:  For  we  might 
rather  have  thought,  that  becaufe  he  was  once  dead 
they  fhould  not  die  at  all.  But  it  has  not  pleafed 
the  Lord  of  life  to  allow  this.  We  muft  be  con¬ 
formed  to  him  in  holy  dying ,  and  glorify  God  in 
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this  as  he  did.  Of  him  his  Saints  have  learned  to 
die-,  feme  on  their  crofs,  fome  in  their  beds*  and 
to  exhibit  his  dying  thro’  his  grace  with  them  5  in 
their  humiliations,  patience,  meeknefs,  filence, 
prayers  and  tears  j  in  their  profound  fubmiffions  to 
God,  their  lively  faith  in  him,  and  ardent  love  un¬ 
to  all  his  faints. 

III.  Our  Lord  Jefus  which  was  dead  is  alive  for 
evermore .  This  alfo  is  fpoken  of  him  in  his  human 
nature,  wherein  he  died.  1  Cor .  xv.  init.  And 
that  he  died  and  roje  again  the  third  day ,  according 
to  the  Scriptures .  A£ts  ii.  3 6.  this  fame  Jefus 
whom  ye  crucified  hath  Godraifed  up.Theman  Chriffc 
Jefus,  who  died  on  the  crofs,  is  alive  and  lives  for 
evermore.  This  the  Scriptures  do  abundantly  teach, 
and  it  is  our  received  Creed  ox  belief. 

1 .  that  cn  the  third  day  he  rofe  again  from  the 
dead.  So  the  Evangelifts  relate,  and  fo  do  the  A- 
pofiles  teftify,  who  were  witnefles  of  his  refurretti- 
on:  For  by  many  infallible  proofs  he  {hewed  himfielf 
alive  unto  them.  Arts  i.  3.  Ifaao  was  the  type  of 
Chrilt,  both  in  his  death  and  refurre£fcion$  he  was 
the  figure  ofone  facrificed  and  yet  alive.  Jonas  was 
the  type  of  his  lying  three  days  in  the  heart  of  the 
earth.  David  had  prophelied  of  him,  that  his  holy 
Soul  ill ou !d  not  remain  fo  long  in  Hades  (the  invi- 
fible  world)  ns  that  his  buried  body  fhould  lee  cor¬ 
ruption.  Pfal.xv i.  ult.  Accordingly  Jefus  Chrift 
of  the  feed  of  David  was  raifed  from  the  dead :  We 
are  commanded  to  remember  this.  2  tim.  ii.  8 . 
For  if  we  are  reconciled  by  his  deaths  we  are  faved 
by  his  life:  If  our  jultification  depends  on  this, 
that  Chrifi  hath  died ,  rather  doth  it  on  this  alfo,  that 
he  is  rifen  again ,  and  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of 
God .  Rom.  v.  9,  10.  viii.  34. 

2.  Fie  is  afeendedwp  into  heaven,  and  now  liveth 
therein  the  highelt  glory  and  bappinefs, his difciples 
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faw  him  afcend :  A£ts  i.  p.  While  they  beheld  he 
was  taken  up ,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their 
fight.  They  looked  up  fiedfaflly  toward  heaven  af¬ 
ter  him  as  he  went  up.  Stephen  faw  him  there  in 
his  glory*  funding  on  the  right  hand  of  God ,  A£ts 
vii.  ff.  Paul  alfo  faw  thejuf  One 5  and  was  ftruck 
with  his  light ,  and  heard  him  fay,  /  amjefuswhom 
thou  perfecutefl ,  A£ts  ix.  y.  And  in  our  context, 
John  faw  his  glory  and  heard  his  voice:  He  turned 
to  fee  the  voice  that  fpake  to  him ,  and  he  faw  one  like 
the  fon  of  man  *  and  when  he  faw  he  fell  at  his  fees 
as  dead y  and  He  faid  unto  him ,  Fear  not ,  lam  the 
firfi  and  the  lafl  >  /  am  he  that  liveth ,  and  was  dcady 
and  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore :  Amen. 

3.  He  dieth  no  more ,  death  hath  no  more  domi¬ 
nion  over  him .  Rom.  vi.  p.  He  died  unto  fin  once , 
to  fatisfy  for  it  and  abolifh  it  y  but  now  he  liveth 
unto  God  and  with  God.  By  one  offering  he  per¬ 
fected  for  ever  and  completed  our  redemption. 
There  can  be  no  caufe,  reafon  or  pretence,  why 
he  fhould  come  a  fecond  time  to  die.  No,  he 
will  appear  the  fecond  time ,  without  fn ,  unto  falva - 
tion  to  thofe  that  look  for  himy  Heb.  ix.  28.  He 
came  at  firft  with  the  marks  and  tokens  of  fin  up¬ 
on  him,  in  his  fufferings  and  death ;  but  when  he 
appears  the  fecond  time,  it  will  be  with  all  the 
glorious  tokens  of  life,  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs 
life  to  raife  the  dead,  to  glorify  his  redeemed, 
and  to  judge  his  enemies. 

4.  He  lives  and  reigns  in  the  highefi:  happinefs 
and  glory  to  eternity.  He  is  glorified  with  that 
glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world 
began,  John  xvii.  f.  He  is  confecrated  a priefi  for 
eve'/  more,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  inter cejjion,  Heb. 
vii.  16,  tp.  He  mufl  reign  till  all  his  enemies  are 
put  under  bis  feet,  tbe  lafl  whereof  are  death  at  the 
refiirredlion-day,  and  hell  in  tbe  day  of  judgment. 

Then 
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Then  the  Lord  Jefus  will  be  Teen  to  be  the  refur - 
rettion  and  the  life  :  when  becaufe  he  lives ,  we  [hall 
live  alfo ,  John  xiv.  19.  At  that  day  it  will  ap¬ 
pear,  that  he  it  is  that  liveth  j  at  that  day  (fays  he) 

ye  fall  know  that  I  am  in  my  Father ,  and  you  in 
me ,  and  1  in  you. 

The  ufe  of  this  head  may  be,  x.  To  teach  us 
the  verity  of  the  refurre£tion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
neceffity  thereof.  It  was  not  poffible  that  he  fliould 
be  holden  of  death,  Mis  ii.  24.  It  was  as  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  rife  again,  as  it  was  to  die.  A  dead 
Saviour  would  have  been  stone  to  us.  The  women 
and  the  difciples  came  in  their  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity  to  the  grave,  and  wept  becaufe  the  body 
of  Jefus  was  gone.  The  angels  of  God  pitied 
their  fimplicity,  and  mildly  corre&ed  it,  Why  feek 
ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  Did  they  imagine  him 
to  remain  there?  Did  they  feek  the  living  One , 
tov  guvretj  him  that  liveth  among  the  dead  ?  Luke 
xxiv.  f. 

2.  We  learn  the  fufficicncy  and  perfeciion  of  the 
fatisfa&ion  for  fin  in  the  death  of  Chrift.  In  dy¬ 
ing  he  conquer’d  death,  and  was  not  taken  captive 
by  it.  He  triumph'd  over  it  on  his  crofs ,  Col.  ii.  i  c. 
He  died  victorious:  he  faid,  It  is  finijhed ,  and 
gave  up  the  ghofi.  He  died  Lord  of  his  own  life 
and  ours :  1  have  power  to  lay  it  down ,  and  power 
to  take  it  up .  He  role  by  his  own  powers  tho’an 
Angel  was  fent  down  to  roll  away  the  ftone,  inte- 
itimony  of  his  difeharge  by  the  Father,  upon  a 
full  payment  of  the  debt  to  divine  juftice  from 
man’s  fin. 

3-  Here  is  the  higheft  comfort  to  Believers  in 
Chrift,  and  terror  to  his  enemies.  Chrift  lives  to 
fuccour,  comfort  and  fave  the  one,  and  deftroy  the 
other.  Job  faw  his  day  and  was  glad >  in  the 
depth  of  his  forrows,  and  in  the  dull  of  death,  he 
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joy’d  motiving  Redeemer:  I  know  that  my  Redeem¬ 
er  liveth ,  and  that  he  Jhall  ftand  at  the  latter  day 
upon  the  earth  y  and  tho ’  after  my  skin  worms  defiroy 
this  body ,  yet  in  my  flejh  pall  I  fee  God .  Our  con¬ 
text  points  the  enemies  of  Jefus  to  his  life  andfe- 
cond  coming  for  their  terror:  v.  7.  Behold  he  co¬ 
met  h  in  clouds ,  and  every  eye  pall  fee  him ,  they 

alfo  that  pierced  him  y  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
pall  wail  becaufe  of  him :  Even  fo ,  Amen •  The 
life  of  Jefus  is  to  impenitent  finners,  and  life 
to  penitent  believers:  z  ThefT.  i.  7,  10.  To  you 
who  are  troubled  reft  with  usy  when  the  Lord  Jefus 
pall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty  Angels 
in  flaming  fire ,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know 
not  Gody  and  that  obey  not  the  Gofipel  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrtfi  :  Who pall  be  puniped  with  everlafiing 
deftruffion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lordy  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power :  When  he  pall  come  to  be 
glorified  in  his  faints ,  and  admired  in  all  them  that 
believe . 

4.  Is  Chrift  alive  for  evermore  ?  then  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  him  at  his  table  mull  be  not  only 
as  dying,  but  rather  living:  Him  that  liveth  and  was 
dead .  We  fijew  forth  his  death,  but  we  behold 
him  alive  for  evermore.  If  Chrill  were  yet  dead, 
our  faith  were  vainy  our  preaching,  prayers  and 
facraments  were  vain.  But  in  every  ordinance  we 
come  to  the  living  Saviour  for  fpiritual  life,  and  to 
have  it  more  abundantly ,  1  Pet.  ii.  4.  To  whom 
coming  as  to  a  living  ft  one  ^  ye  alfo  as  lively  jlones  are 
built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe.  AllGofpel  ordinances, 
and  particularly  th tholy  Supper ,  belong  to  that 
new  and  living  way  which  Chrifi  has  confecrated  for 
us  thro ’  the  veil  of  his  flepy  that  we  may  draw 
nigh  to  God  with  a  true  heart ,  fpr inkle d  from  an  e- 
vil  confidence)  Heb.  x.  20,  2.2,. 

N  n 


But 


z74  He  that  hveihy  and  was  deady 

But  to  affett  us  more  with,  and  to  help  us  fur¬ 
ther  to  improve ,  thefe  blefted  truths  of  Chrift’s  e- 
ternal  being,  his  dying  and  living  again  for  ever  * 
1  pals  now  to  the  fourth  and  laft  propofition. 

iv.  Thefe  truths  ought  to  be  moji  firmly  believed , 
diligently  confideredy  and  devoutly  admired  in  the 
churches  tfi  Chrifi .  Beholdy  I  am  alive  for  evermore^ 
Amen .  it  is  Chrifi  himfelf  who  tellifies  thefe 
things  from  heaven,  and  requires  our  attention, 
faith,  reverence  and  admiration. 

i.  Behold  1  am  alive  for  evermore,  is  to  fay  know 
it  and  believe  it.  It  is  by  faith  that  we  behold  it. 
This  fees  and  is  the  evidence  of  things  unfeen.  And 
this  is  the  bleffednefs  of  believing.  It  is  inftead  of 
fight y  and  the  juft  walks  by  it.  It  is  deferibed 
by  looking  unto  Jefus  at  the  right  hand  of  God ,  and 
by  looking  at  thofe  things  which  are  not  feen,  but  are 
eternal.^ 

z.  Behold ,  i.  e.  be  affected  with  thefe  truths. 
The  aftings  of  faith  will  affeft  the  heart,  and 
work  by  love,  joy,  admiration,  ific. 

i.  Behold  it  with  that  admiration  which  the 
thing  calls  for.  The  vifion  was  wonderful  to  fohn, 
and  lo  is  the  import  of  it  to  us.  Angels  liften  to 
and  defire  to  look  into  the  truths  we  have  been  up¬ 
on.  There  arc  the  unfearchable  riches  of  wifdom 
holinefs  and  mercy  in  them.  We  muft  look  up 
with  wonder,  imploring  the  God  of  our  Lord  Je* 
fus  Chrifi ,  the  Father  of  glory ,  to  give  us  the  Spirit 
of.  wifdom  in  the  knowledge  of  him :  the  eyes  of  cur 
under  ft  andings  being  enlightned  \  to  know  what  he  has 
wrought  in  Chrifi  when  he  raifed  him  from  the  deaefi 
and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
places^  Eph«  i.  18,  zo.  We  can  but  little  know 

*  Ikb.  xi.  i.  xii.  2.  z  Cqw  iv.  i$.  John  xx*  29.  2  Cor. 

v.  7. 
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and  admire  this  work  of  God  in  this  imperfect 
ftate,  but  the  day  is  coming,  when  that  eternal  life 
which  was  with  the  Father  fhall  be  more  mani- 
fejled. 

2.  Behold  with  holy  love.  The  eye  that  fees 
thefe  truths  in  the  glory  of  them,  mu  ft  love  the 
Lord  Jefus ,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  Whom  having  not  feen , 
we  love.  What  beauty,  perfeftion  and  glory  is 
there  in  thefe  truths,  He  that  liveth ,  and  was 
dead ,  and  lives  for  evermore?  The  rifen  Jefus  fays 
to  each  one  of  us  as  he  did  to  Peter ,  loveft  thou 
me?  In  what  transport  faid  wc,  hold  his  feet,  as 
Mary  did?  If  any  mom  loves  not  the  Lord  Jefus , 
the  dead,  the  rifen,  the  afcendcd  Jefus,  what  ana¬ 
thema  mult  he  not  deferve?  John  xxi.  if.  i  Cor. 
xvi.  22. 

3.  Behold  with  holy  Jay  and  delight.  Admira¬ 
tion  and  love  will  create  joy  :  1  Pet.  i.  9.  Believing 
we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
As  the  Lord  laid  to  his  forrowing  difciples  as  he 
was  going  to  the  crofs,  If  ye  loved  me  ye  would  re- 
joice ,  becaufe  I  go  to  the  Father  •>  fo  he  (peaks  to 
us  from  heaven  in  the  truths  of  our  text,  rejoice  in 
your  living  Saviour,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen. 
The  friends  of  the  Bridegroom  here  on  earth,  that 
hear  this  his  voice,  will  rejoice  in  it.  The  voice 
to  us  from  heaven  is  that  Rev.  xix.  7.  Let  us  be 
glad  and  rejoice ,  and  give  honour  to  him ,  for  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come. 

4.  We  muft  behold  thefe  eternal  and  immortal 
glories  of  Chrift,  with  adoration ,  praife ,  thank] - 
giving  and  prayer.  So  they  fee  and  adore  above  * 
fo  we  muft  believe  and  worlhip  here  below.  Ifai - 
ah  law  the  Seraphims  cover  their  faces  before  him, 
and  heard  them  cry  with  awful  reverence,  Holy , 
holy ,  holy!  John  law  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne ,  and  the  living  beings  and  elders  falling 
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before  him  j  and  heard  them  give  bleffing  and  ho¬ 
nour,  and  glory  to  him,  Revel,  v.  ult.  All  this 
is  but  according  to  the  glorious  prophecy ,  which 
we  ought  to  fee  to  the  fulfilment  of  3  and  God 
will  fulfil  it  by  others  and  in  others,  to  the  world’s 
end  :  Pfalm  lxxii.  if,  17.  He  Jhall  live ,  and  pray- 
er  jhall  be  made  unto  him  continually ,  and  daily  Jhall 
he  be  praifed 3  all  nations  jhall  call  him  blejfedy  and 
blejj'ed  be  his  glorious  name  for  eve r,  and  let  the 
whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  dory:  Amen  and 
Amen. 

f.  Behold  thy  Saviour  in  hisfupreme  glories,  and 
repent  of  all  thy  fins  again ft  him.  Now  let  thine 
eye  fee  him ,  and  abhor  thy  felf ,  and  repent  in  dufl 
and  ajJoes.  Saul  faw  him  on  the  way,  and  was  con¬ 
vinced  and  converted.  Peter  faw  him  alive  again, 
and  how  humble  and  abaled  was  he  before  him, 
when  it  was  thrice  asked  him  if  he  loved,  as  he  had 
th  rice  denied.  '  It  was  prophefied  and  promis’d, 
Zech.  xii.  10.  'They  flsall  look  upon  me  whom  they 
have  pierced ,  and  they  jhall  mourn.  God  fulfil 
tbefe  words  in  our  repentance! 

6.  Behold  thy  Saviour’s  glories,  and  devote  thy 
felf  to  him,  to  be  his,  and  to  obey  him  for  ever. 
He  is  thy  Lord,  and  worfhip  thou  him.  His  I 
am ,  and  him  I  jerve.  So  faid  Paul  from  the  day 
wherein  Jefus  was  feen  by  him  on  the  way,  and 
called  to  him  from  heaven.  To  this  end  Chrifi  both 
died  and  revived ;  that  whether  we  live  we  Jhould 
live  to  him ,  or  whether  we  die  we  flsould  die  to  him, 
who  died  for  us  and  rofe  again ,  Rom.  xiv.  7,  8„ 

2  Cor.  v.  1  f . 

7.  Behold  your  Saviour’s  glories,  and  in  the 
molt  publick  and  folemn  manner,  with  reverence 
and  godly  fear,  profefs  his  name ,  enter  into  his  co¬ 
venant ,  and  cleave  to  his  worfhip  and  his  people, 
jerem.  iv.  2.  Thou  fialt  fwear ,  The  Lord  liveth ; 
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and  the  nations  pall  blefs  themfelves  in  him ,  and  in 
him  they  pall  glory.  This  is  our  publick  paling  to 
the  truths  in  th ctext,  and  our  putting  our  Amen  to 
them.  So  we  fubfcribe  with  our  hand  to  the 
Lord,  and  give  our  name  to  him  as  the  living  one . 
So  the  holy  men  of  God  were  wont  of  old  to 
fwear ,  engage,  proteft  and  vow  j  as  Elipa  did,  as 
the  Lord  liveth ,  and  as  thy  foul  liveth ,  I  will  not 
leave  thee . 

8.  Behold  thy  Lord’s  Amen  to  thefe  truths,  (/ 
am  he  that  liveth  and  was  dead  and  am  alive  for  c- 
vermore ,  Amen)  and  tnift  in  him,  rely  on  him  for 
life  and  blefiednefs.  Beiide  him  there  is  no  Savi¬ 
our,  but  he  is  the  Rock ,  the  living  God ,  the  ever- 
lafiing  King.  The  Gods  of  the  nations  are  dead 
things,  but  Chrift  lives  to  fave.  We  leek  not  as 
they  do,  for  the  living  to  the  dead :  no,  but  for  our 
felves  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins ,  unto  him  that  li¬ 
veth .  In  him  the  feed  of  lfrael  are  juftified,  and 
do  glory.  He  is  the  Amen ,  the  faithful  and  true 
witnefs;  the  living  Saviour  and  fiedfafl  for  ever. 
In  him  are  all  thepromifes  of  Go&  yea,  and  in  him 
Amen.  He  is  the  object  of  his  people’s  trufi ,  while 
they  live  and  when  they  die . 

9.  Behold  it  is  Chrift  that  liveth  and  was  dead, 
and  is  alive  for  evermore,  and  learn  to  refiign  unto 
him  in  his  fupreme  dominion  and  eternal  government  y 
more  efpecially  in  the  grand  article  of  deaths  thy 
own  and  others. 

My  text  will  not  allow  me  to  omit  this ,  but  in¬ 
deed  directs  me  to  clofe  with  it  •,  for  fo  it  runs - 

I  am  alive  for  evermore ,  and  have  the  keys  of  hell 
and  of  death .  In  whole  hand  fhould  thefe  keys  be, 
but  in  his  that  liveth?  and  who  has  died  for  us  and 
rofe  again ?  And  how  gracious  and  happy  is  it  to 
the  Church,  that  thefe  keys  are  in  Chrifi's  hands  ? 
This  muft  quiet  dying  believers,  and  comfort  be¬ 
reaved 
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leaved  families  and  bereaved  flocks:  ihe  living  One 
has  done  it,  the  living  Jefus  himfelf  is  he  that 
does  it.  It  is  good  lor  11s  to  have  our  times  and 
lives  in  his  hand.  Our  dead  in  him  live  with  him 
and  are  alive  for  evermore.  We  are  to  be  fhewing 
forth  his  death  till  he  come.  This  is  part  of  out¬ 
work  on  this  fide  the  grave.  Let  us  do  it  before 
vie  die.  Live  preparing  to  die,  and  come  to  the 
table  ol'  Chrift.  Careful  preparations  for  the  Lord's 
Supper  will  prove  fingular  preparations  for  a  dying 
hour.  Let  the  snemorial  of  our  Lord’s  death  keep 
us  mindful  of  our  own  dying.  Let  us  fo  bear  a- 
bout  the  dying  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  as  that  the  life 
of  Jefus  may  be  manifefted  in  our  mortal  fiefs ; 
That  whether  we  wake  or  fieep ,  we  may  live  together 
with  him. 


S  E  11- 


Rev.  v.  p. 

/  ,  ** 

And  they  fang  a  new  Jong. 

ET  it  be  ever  new  to  us  to  hear  again 
and  again  of  the  glories  of  our  Redeemer 
and  his  praife.  Let  us  bring  new  affec¬ 
tions  with  us  which  will  give  us  new’ 
pleafures  and  new  profit. 

But  who  are  they  that  fing  here  ?  To  whom  and 
of  whom  is  it  that  they  fing?  and  why  is  it  called 
a  new  fong  ? 

I.  Who  are  they  that  fing  here?  They  are  the 
four  beafls 5  and  the  four  and  twenty  elders  about 
the  throne .  I  think  we  very  ill  tranflate  t ia-raga 
;  inftead  of  four  beafls ,  we  fhould  much  rather 
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r£lldcr  jt  four  living  Beings  or  Intelligences .  But 
the  difhculty  Hill  remains  5  who  are  meant  by  thefe 
four.-'  nnd  who  by  the  twenty  four  elders? 

Of  the  twenty  four  elders  we  fir  It  read  in  chap. 
jv.  4.  Sind  round  about  the  throne  were  four  and 
twenty  feats ,  and  upon  the  feats  I  fata  four  and 
twenty  elders  fitting ,  clothed  in  white  raiment ,  and 
they  had  on  their  heads  crowns  of  gold.  Of  the  four 
be  rtfs  we  fir  it  read  in  v.  6.  of  that  chapter ,  That 
in  the  midfl  of  the  throne ,  and  round  about  the  throne , 
were  four  beafls ,  full  of  eyes ,  &c. 

f  his  was  what  John  law  in  vifion;  a  part  of 
the  revelation  which  God  gave  to  him  that  he 
fhould  leave  it  with  the  Church.  And  to  be  fure 
theie  things  areot  difficult  interpretation) and  hard 
to  be  underftood.  A  twofold  fente  is  given  of 
them, 

1.  Some  few  interpret  them  of  the  heavenly 
world y  that  it  is  indeed  a  reprefentation  of  the 
Thi  one  of  Gocf  and  of  the  Lamb  above ,  and  of  the 
lleffed  fpirits  that  are  about  the  lame,  paying  their 
exalted  Hallelujah's. 

I  fuppofe  the  generality  of  the  people  go  into 
this  thought  of  the  matter,  and  may  be  apt  to  rrft 
in  it.  And  we  that  preach  the  Gofpel  do  often 
run  into  this  improvement  of  the  vifion,  both  in 
our  prayers  and  lermons.  Nor  can  I  fay  we  do 
amiis  herein,  or  a£t  at  all  diiagreeably  to  the  ana- 
logy  of  faith.  For  as  the  Heavens  are  the  throne 
oi  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  fo  his  throne  is  furroun- 
ded  there  by  the  bell,  the  eldeft,  the  brighteftand 
moll  excellent  of  created  beings. 

Thefe  are  the  living  creatures  and  high  intelli¬ 
gences  render’d  the  four  beafls  in  our  tranflation, 
becaufe  they  were  reprefented  in  vifion  unto  John 
under  the  image  of  four  known  beails  on  the  earth. 
Revel,  iv.  7,  excelling  the  lion  in  courage  and  bold- 
5  nefs. 
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nels,  the  ox  in  ftrength  and  labours,  man  in  beauty 
and  wifdom,  and  the  eagle  in  its  fwift  and  lofty 
foarings. 

But  then  by  the  twenty  four  elders ,  thefe  inter¬ 
preters  underftand  the  whole  election  of  grace  brought 
fafe  to  heaven  >  patriarchs,  prophets,  apoftles  and 
martyrs,  with  the  whole  corona  of  redeemed  laints  j 
the  fpir its  of  juft  men  made  perfect  and  glorified, 
who  are  as  the  Angels,  and  joining  with  them  in 
their  exalted  worfiiip  and  adorations. 

If  then  we  chufe  to  conceive  fometimes  of  thefe 
four  living  beings  about  the  throne,  and  of  the 
twenty  four  elders  there,  as  a  reprefentation  of  the 
glorious  orders  and  myriads  of  Angels^  together 
with  all  the  glorified  fpirits  of  the  julf,  joining 
and  united  in  giving  glory,  honour  and  thankfgi- 
ving  to  the  eternal  Godhead ,  and  to  the  Lamb ,  be- 
cauie  of  the  eternal  Godhead  in  him  j  if  we  appre¬ 
hend  from  hence  how  fenior  Angels ,  thofe  eldeft 
fons  of  God,  and  redeemed  Saints  from  the  earth, 
are  and  ever  will  be  falling  down  together,  and 
worlhipping  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever, and 
uttering  new  fongs  to  the  glorious  Redeemer ;  ne¬ 
ver  ceafing  day  and  night  from  doing  fo,  and  never 
weary  of  the  blifsful  work:  If,  I  fay,  you  pleafe 
to  think  this  worfhip  of  heaven  reprefented  in  the 
doxologies  of  the  living  fpirits  and  crowned  elders , 
it  may  be  a  profitable  improvement  of  the  vifion 
and  emblem . 

And  there  is  this  alfo  to  countenance  fuch  an 
interpretation  5  that  as  Ifaiah  had  a  vifion  of  Sera- 
fhims  with  fix  wings  each,  and  fo  Ezekiel  of  living 
creatures  and  Cherubimsy  evenfo  thefe  four  intcllec- 
tual  beings  or  bright  intelligences  are  faid  to  have 
each  of  them  fix  wings ,  Revel,  iv.  8.  And  more¬ 
over,  the  fame  fong  of  adoration  is  in  the  mouth 

O  o  of 
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of  the  Seraphims  in  Ifaiah ,  and  in  the  mouth  of 
the  four  here*  they  cry  Holy^  holy9  holy ! 

But  l  come  to  what  1  efteem  the  more  true  and 
juft  interpretation,  wherein  I  do  but  follow  the 

current  of  expofitors . 

2.  The  whole  Church  of  the  eleff  on  earth  in 
the  days  of  the  Gofpel ,  both  minifters  and  people 
in  all  the  worfhipping  aflemblies  of  Chrijlians ,  in 
times  pall,  prefent,  and  to  come,  are  here  repre- 
fented  in  the  four  living  creatures  and  the  twenty 
four  elders  about  the  throne*  We  therefore  our 
[elves  are  a  few  of  the  great  and  happy  number 
here  meant*  if  fo  be  that  we  are  indeed  fome  of 
them  that  vuorfhip  God  in  the  fpirit ,  and  rejoice  in 
Ghriji  Jefets . 

We  are  here  before  and  about  the  throne  of 
God  and  of  the  Lamb,  and  fo  is  every  fincere  and 
gracious  heart  in  his  fecret  retirements  every  day. 
The  kingdom  of  God  and  Chrift  is  among  us  and 
within  us  *  Luke  xvii.  21*  The  throne  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  is  fet  up  in  his  churches,  and  in  the  hearts 
of  his  faints.  Whenever  you  worfhip  aright  you 
fall  before  the  throne:  minifters  and  people  do  fo 
together  in  the  religious  ajjemblies :  all  good  peo¬ 
ple  are  daily  doing  fo  in  their  clofets  and  in  their 
families 9  and  in  all  occafional  devotions. 

Firjl  then,  by  the  four  living  creatures,  let  us 
underftand  the  faithful,  enlightned,  holy  and  de¬ 
vout  minijlers  of  Chrift ,  the  paflors  and  teachers 
which  he  has  given  to  his  churches*  men  after  his 
own  hearty  leading  them  in  his  worfhip,  and  preach- 
ing  to  them  his  holy  word.  '  .. 

They  arc  four  *  enough  to  preach  the  Gofpel  in 
all  parts  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  whither 
it  has  pleafed  or  fhall  pleafe  God  in  his  holy  fove- 
reignty  to  fend  it. 

They 
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They  are  roundabout  the  throne ,  and  in  themidfl 
of  it ,  by  their  near  accefs  to  God  in  holy  mini- 
ltracions  to  him,  and  by  their  more  fpecial  relation 
and  confecration  to  his  worfhip,  and  employment 

In  if-  „ 

They  are  full  of  eyes  before •  and  behind,  noting 

their  knowledge  in  the  things  ot  God,  then  conti¬ 
nual  looking  into  the  myfteries  of  grace,  and  up  to 
God  in  prayer,  and  watching  for  fouls. 

Moreover  the  emblem  given  wonderfully  anfwers 
to  the  qualification  of  Gofpel  minifters  j  namely, 
the  courage  of  the  lion ,  the  labours  of  the  ox,  the 
loftinefs  of  the  eagle ,  and  the  undemanding  of  a 
man.  The  wings  alfo  of  the  four  intellectual  be¬ 
ings  denotes  the  readinefs  and  diligence  of  faithful 
minifters,  as  angels  of  the  churches.  And  their  be¬ 
ing  full  of  eyes  within ,  their  great  care  to  oblerve, 
look  within,  and  keep  a  guard  over  themfelves  in 
the  firft  place.  And  their  not  refling  day  or  night 
from  adoring  {Holy,  holy ,  holy!)  fignifies  thatwor- 
fliip  is  the  conflant  bufinefs  of  their  life,  and  that 
they  of  all  perlons  fhould  have  the  mod  awful  re¬ 
verence  of  the  divine  majefty ,  on  the  account  of 
his  infinite  holinefs. 

Thus  by  the  four  living  creatures  let  us  under¬ 
hand  the  minifters  of  Chrilt  in  his  church,  in  eve¬ 
ry  part  and  quarter  of  the  whole  earth. 

And  then  fecondly,  by  the  twenty  f our  elders  a~ 
hut  the  throne ,  but  not  fo  near  quite  as  the  four 
ffitx  or  living  beings  in  the  midfl  of  it }  we  may 
underhand  the  whole  body  of  private  Chriflians  and 
godly  worfloippers  in  the  aftemblies  of  the  faints  >  of 
whatever  form  and  denomination,  for  God  has  his 
elebl  in  all. 

Thefe  are  twenty  four,  fix  times  the  number  of 
elect  and  faithful  minifters,  and  double  the  number 
of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael ;  the  Church  being  exceed- 
-  '  O  o  t  ingly 
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ingiy  increafcd  and  enlarged  in  gofpel-days.  Or 
lay  fbme,  the  cleft  under  both  fieftaments  are  here 
in  their  reprefentations,  the  twelve  Patriarchs  and 
the  twelve  jipoftles-,  the  heads  and  elders  of  the  Old 
and  New  Left  ament  Church  together  ■,  the  twelve 
fons  of  Jacob  and  the  twelve  difciples  of  Jefus. 

Thefe  all  are  round  about  the  throne  >  for  all  are 
fo  that  come  to  worlhip.  And  they  fit  before  it 
worlhip  being  the  refi  of  faints  for  ever.  They 
are  clothed  in  white ,  which  is  emblematical  of  their 
purity  and  fan&ity,  and  being  made  priefts  to  God 
They  have  crowns  on  their  heads ,  for  they  are  heirs  of 
the  kingdom*  and  are  to  reign  with  Chrift  They 
joyn  with  the  four  and  fall  down  when  thefe 
give  glory,  as  in  our  congregations  people  rife  up 
or  kneel  to  worlhip  with  tijeir  ministers. 

This  is  the  caly  and  familiar  explication  of  the 
four  living  creatures  and  the  twenty  four  elders.  They 
are  (as  it  follows  my  text)  all  the  redeemed  to  God, 
out  oj  every  kindled ,  tongue ,  people  and  nation,  who 
are  made  kings  and  priefts  to  God:  They  are  a 
thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  and  thoufands  of  thou¬ 
sands  .  And  theie  is  the  voice  of  many  jingels  join* 
ing  with  them :  They  are  every  creature  which 
is  in  heaven  and  on  earthy  faying  together  (as  taints 
in  every  part  of  the  earth  and  Angels  above  for 
ever  do)  Bleffing  and  honour,  glory  and  power  be  un¬ 
to  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne ,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 

We  fee  then  who  they  are  that  fing :  And  it  al¬ 
ready  appears, 

II.  Who  he  is,  of  whom,  and  unto  whom  they  fing. 
They  fall  before  the  Lamb,  and  fing,  ‘Thou  art  wor¬ 
thy  to  receive  bleffing.  This  Lamb  is  alfo  the  Lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Juclab  and  the  root  of  David,  ver.  f , 

6.  It  paints  us  as  John  the  Bciptift  once  did  to  our 
Lord  Jeffs,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God . 

So 
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So  that  the  /wag  here  is  of  Chrift  ;  he  is  the  glo¬ 
rious  fubjetto f  it:  And  it  is  to  Chrift,  he  is  the 
blefled  objett  of  it.  They  fang  of  him  in  his  na¬ 
tures,  offices,  fufferings,  and  benefits:  Of  him 
fain,  of  his  redeeming  us  by  his  blood,  and  of  his 
making  us  lungs  and  priefts  unto  God,  And  they 
fing  to  him  in  way  of  adoration  and  thankfgiving* 
they  fall  down  before  him  with  their  harps  and  golden 
•vials  full  of  odours,  i.  e.  with  their  moftpure  and 
fervent  prayers  and  praifes. 

The  fong  before  us  is  a  facred  hymn ,  which 
Angels  and  Saints  join  in;  as  Mr.  Watts  reprefents 
the  harmony  and  confort : 

“  Worthy  the  Lamb  that  dy’d,  they  cry, 

To  be  exalted  thus: 
a  Worthy  the  Lamb,  our  lips  reply, 

For  he  was  {lain  for  us. 

Let  me  ftay  a  little  on  the  contemplation  of 
thcfe  two  things,  i.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  is  fung 
of  and  unto  in  the  Church  triumphant  above, 
z.  That  it  and  fhould  be  thus  in  his  Church  on 
earth. 

And  firfi ,  In  heaven  it  is  thus.  The  work  of 
the  holy  fpirits  there  is  very  much  praile  and  fongs 
ofbleffing.  Pfal.  cxlviii.  1,2.  Praife ye  the  Lord 
from  the  heavens ,  praife  him  in  the  heights ,  praife 
ye  him  all  his  Angels .  Thefe  Angels  of  God  praife 
and  adore  Chrift :  Ifaiah  faw  and  heard  them  do 
it :  He  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne ,  high 
and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filling  the  temple ;  above 
it  flood  the  Seraphims :  He  faw  them  cover  their 
faces :  He  heard  one  cry  unto  another  and  fay,  Holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  Hofis,  the  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  glory .  Ifa.  vi.  z,  3.  It  was  the  glory 
of  Chrift  which  Ifaiah  now  faw,  as  we  read  John 
xii.  41.  Thefe  things  faid  Ifaiah  when  he  faw  his 
glory  and  fpake  of  him . 

a  '  Of 
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Ot  the  Angels  we  read,  that  when  God  brought 
in  the  Firfi begotten  into  the  world,  he  (aid,  let  them 
all-worjhip  him.  They  are  his  miniflering  fpirits 
fent  forth  to  minijler  for  them  who  Jhall  he  heirs  of 
falvation.  Heb.  i.  <5,  14.  The  Angel  told  John, 
Rev.  xix.  10.  I  am  thy  fellow-fervant,  and  of 
thy  brethren,  that  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus.  Was 
he  not  then  a  fellow-worjhipper  with  them  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  ?  The  fame  Jefus  fent  them  and  John 
to  teltify  unto  the  Churches.  They  worfiiip  the 
eternal  Godhead  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Son.  They 
behold  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory  in  Chrift, 
the  glory  of  the  Only-begotten .  They  fee  him  ever 
in  thzform  of  God,  the  exprefs  Image  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  Father.  They  look  up  to  him  fitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God ,  far  above  their  thrones  and  domi¬ 
nions^  and  inheriting  a  more  excellent  name  than  they . 
On  thefe  accounts,  and  for  thefe  reafons  Chrift  is 
the  Obje£t  and  Subject  of  the  fongs  of  heaven ;  and 
exalted  above  all  their  praifes. 

Secondly ,  How  much  more  ought  he  to  be  fung 
unto,  and  fung  of,  by  his  worfhippers  in  his  Church 
on  earth?  and  how  unworthy  of  him  muftourbeft 
fongs  of  praife  be!  not  fit  to  offer  him,  not  meet 
for  him  to  accept. 

We  were  made  to  fing  to  him  :  He  himfelf  has 
form’d  us  for  it,  and  for  his  own  praife.  He  has 
redeemed  us  to  it  by  his  blood,  called  us  to  it  by 
his  word,  and  can  enable  us  by  his  Spirit.  He 
puts  the  fongs  of  falvation  into  our  mouth,  and 
grace  into  the  heart  to  fing  them  with  the  fpirit 
and  with  underfunding .  He  has  made  man’s  mouth, 
man’s  tongue  and  tunable  voice,  and  he  made  his 
living  foul,  and  gives  him  breath  and  all  things. 

In  the  day  when  the  morning  far s  fung  together, 
and  all  the  Sons  of  God  (homed  for  joy,  then  were 

his 
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his  delights  in  the  fons  of  men ,  who  were  to  fing 
his  praite  as  well  as  Angels. 

The  tongue  of  man  was  made  for  worjhip  and  for 
tunes  y  and  the  foul  of  man  is  pleafed,  enlarged, 
dilated  and  profited  by  finging.  Man  has  an  ear 
as  well  as  voice,  and  every  power  and  pleafure  of 
the  mind  is  facred  to  God,  and  fhould  be  improv¬ 
ed  to  his  praife.  Singing  has  ever  been  a  part  and 
mode  of  worfhip;  from  Mofes  and  David's  time 
to  Chrifl's ,  and  in  the  days  of  the  Apt files  ;  and 
doubtlefs  it  will  be  fo  accounted  and  uled  unto  the 
fecond  coming  of  our  Lord . 

The  fong  of  Mofes ,  the  firft  and  mod  ancient  that 
we  know  of,  was  of  and  to  the  Lamb  ;  the  Lord 
his  people’s  flrength  and  fong  and  falvaiion.  Exod. 
xv.  2.  We  alfo  fing  our  Saviour  and  his  great  fal- 
vation.  Mofes  in  his  dying  fong  called  upon  the 
nations  to  rejoice  with  his  people.  Deut.  xxxii. 
43.  We  obey  his  call  in  all  our  affemblies  every 
Sabbath-day.  All  the  daughters  of  Ifrael,  with 
Myriam  and  Deborah  at  the  head  of  them,  would 
rife  up  in  judgment  againft  us  and  condemn  us,  had 
we  not  our  fongs  of  adoration  and  thankfgiving  to 
our  Saviour.  David ,  the  fweet  finger  of  IJrael , 
would  difown  us;  we  fhould  not  leem  to  belong 
unto  the  Son  of  David.  He  fang  an  hymn  with  his 
difciples  the  laft  time  he  worfhiped  with  them* 
and  Paul  and  Silas  would  not  ceale  to  fing  praifes 
in  the  prifon  and  in  the  flocks.  How  much  rather 
did  they  fing  with  the  holy  brethren  in  their  com¬ 
munions?  What  they  had  there ,  they  pradtifed 
here  for  their  confolation. 

In  how  many  of  David's  Pfalms  do  we  fing  of 
Chrifi ,  and  unto  him  ?  They  are  to  us  high  forms 
and  drains  of  prayer  and  praife.  The  xlvth  Pfalm 
extols  him  as  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  and 
lings  of  hisevcrlafting  throne  and  righteous  fcepter * 
-  ~  It 
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It  is  a  fong  to  eternife  his  name  and  memory,  and 
make  the  people  praile  him  for  ever  and  ever.  The 
xlviith  Pfalm  is  infcribed  to  the  afcended  Saviour. 
God  is  gone  up  with  a  fhout-,  feng  praifes  to  him  fin? 

praifes.  I  might  mention  the  lxviiith,  thelxxxixth 
and  the  cxxviiith  Pfalms,  and  many  others.  Chrift 

is  very  much  the  glorious  and  beloved  fubieft  of 
them. 

.  So  is  he  efpecially  of  the  fong  of  fiongs ,  which 
is  Solomon  s.  How  many  glorious  things  are  there 
fpoken  to  him  and  of  him  by  the  Church  ?  and  how 
many  gracious  words  by  him  to  her  and  of  her  ? 
fiftieth's  fong  to  his  well-beloved  is  of  Chrift,  and  to 
him  concerning  his  Church}  and  he  heard  fongs 
from  the  nttermofi  part  of  the  earth ,  the  fongs  which 
we  fing  this  day  to  Chrift.  lfia.  xxiv.  1 6.  He 
heard  them  and  was  glad ,  even  as  Abraham  was 
when  he  law  Chrift’s  day.  They  fihall  lift  up  their 
voice  ((aid  he)  they  fall  fing  for  the  majefly  of  the 
Lord ,  they  fihall  cry  aloud  from  the  fea ,  and  glorify 
the  God  of  Ifraelin  the  ifles. 

Wherefore  it  is  doubtlels  the  duty  and  privilege 
of  Chriftians  to  ling  unto  Chrijl  and  of  him  in  all 
their  worfhip,  private  and  publick  :  According  to 
t-hofe  apoftolic  directions  and  precepts,  Eph.  v.  19. 
Be  ye  filled  with  the  Spirit ,  [peaking  to  your  felvcs  in 
pfalms ,  hymns  and  fpiritual  fongs  making  melody  in 
your  heart  to  the  Lord.  Col.  lii.  i5.  Let  the  word 
cf  Chrift  dwell  in  you  richly ,  in  all  wifdom ,  teaching 

and  admonifhing  one  another  in  pfalms  and  hymns , 
&c. 

But  this  is  the  fecond  thing  to  be  confidered  in 
the  text ,  of  whom  and  unto  whom  they  ling. 

And  thanks  be  to  him  for  the  leave ,  and  for  the 
power  we  have  to  fing !  for  the  reafon  and  matter  of 
our  Gofpel  longs!  The  fallen  Angels  have  no  Sa¬ 
viour  to  fing  unto,  nor  redeeming  grace  to  fing  of. 

Thanks 
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Thanks  be  to  him  who  made  and  faves  us,  that  we 
have  fongs  prepared  for  us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and 
that  of  him  we  may  ask  and  find  a  tuned  foul ,•  to 
fing  with  grace  in  our  hearts ;  without  which  what 
fignifies  an  ear  or  tongue,  skill  or  a  voice  to  fing? 
Thanks  be  to  him  who  fees  foolijlmefs  in  the  fongs 
of  Angels,  that  he  difdains  not  our  low  and  humble 
notes,  fiained  as  they  are  with  fo  much  mixture  of 
fin  and  folly !  He  is  training  us  up,  as  children 
at  fchool,  for  better  performances,  even  for  the 
endlefs  praifes,  and  hallelujahs  of  heaven. 

Having  ken  who  they  are  that  ling,  and  of  'whom 
and  unto  whom  they  fing  ;  I  come  now  to  the  lalt 
enquiry, 

J II.  Why  is  it  called  a  new  fong? 

I  anfwer, 

1.  Not  altogether  new  in  refpe£t  of  the  fubjedt^ 
matter,  the  objedf,  the  fpirit,  the  fcope  and  end 
of  the  fong.  For  as  fongs  had  been  ancient  in  the 
Church  of  God  and  in  his  worfhip,  fo  they  had 
been  to  and  of  the  Redeemer .  ’Tis  not  the  firft 
time  that  Chrijl  was  fung  to  and  of  among  men  $ 
No,  many  a  time  and  long  before  this,  the  holy 
men  of  God  fang  of  his  glories,  beauties,  grace, 
benefits,  and  great  falvation. 

z.  A  m^fong,*  but  not  to  fuperfede  and  exclude 
the  Old  T 'eflament  fongs  in  the  Chriftian  Church. 
No,  thefe  remain  for  ever  to  be  read  and  fung  by 
us.  The  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  is  one;  as 
the  Saviour  and  covenant  is  the  fame  under  both 
Teftaments.  Mofes  fang  the  Redeemer  and  the  re¬ 
demption  of  Ifrael ,  and  is  to  be  read  by  us  every 
Sabbath-day.  Yet, 

3.  A  new  fong,  becaufe  a  New  "Le (lament  fong, 
and  uttered  on  a  new  and  fingular  occafion  in  Gof- 
pel-days.  New  becaufe  both  later  in  time,  and 
alfo  in  refpedt  of  new  things  faid,  new  light  given 
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and  new  difcoverics  made  under  a  new  difpenfatiorS 
of  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  new  ftate  of  the 
church,  and  the  lingular  events  and  periods  there¬ 
of,  call’d  for  a  new  long. -Th c  period  here  was 

very  remarkable  and  famous,  namely,  upon  the  Re¬ 
deemer's  taking  the  booky  and  opening  the  feals  of  it : 
In  general,  the  book  of  divine  myfleries  to  reveal 
them  to  us,  and  the  book  of  God,  decrees  to  exe¬ 
cute  them  for  the  good  of  the  church :  More  par¬ 
ticularly,  the  book  contains  the  counfel  and  pur- 
pofe  of  God,refpefting  the  more  remarkable  events 
relating  to  the  church  through  all  ages.  A  fong 
on  one,  and  another  of  thefe  events  is  a  new  fong. 
Songs  iliould  be  new,  on  new,  and  great,  and  An¬ 
gular  occafions.  New  favours  and  mercies  of  God, 
and  new  revelations  of  God  to  us,  call  for  new 
longs  of  praife.  More  particularly, 

i .  A  new  long  means  a  more  excellent  one,  at 
leaf!  in  fome  relpetts  excelling  thofe  that  were  be¬ 
fore  it.  New  fuppofes  this  more  efpecially  in  a 
i'ong.  An  old  fong  is,  it  may  be,  too  much  a  word 
of  contempt.  We  look  that  a  new  one  do  improve 
and  be  the  be  ft,  on  the  fubjedt.  So  we  find  it  in 
the  divine  compofures;  the  further  we  go  in  the 
hook  and  odes  of  God,  the  nearer  you  get  to  hea¬ 
ven.  O  fing  to  the  Lord  a  new  fong ,  fays  the 
Pfalmift:  he  means  one  better,  if  it  might  be, 
than  had  ever  been  before  compos’d  and  fct. 

2  A  new  fong  may  mean  one  fung  in  a  new  and 
better  manner.  The  fame  fong  fhall  fo  become 
view  Sing  better  than  you  have  ever  done,  and 
•r  fhall  be  a  new  fong  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  your 
iclves  alfo.  Sing  now  with  new  light,  new  affec¬ 
tions,  new  hearts,  new  life  and  fpiritj  with  new 
nlcafure  and  a  more  exalted  devotion:  fo  the  fong 
never  grow  old,  but  be  always  new.  The 

U  is  there  renewed  day  by  day,  from  a  frefii 
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fpnng  of  living  devotion  within  if.  Awake  De¬ 
borah  >  awake ,  awake ,  and  utter  a  fong  with  new 
vigour.  ce  Befides  that  the  product  of  new  affeo 

tions  is  frequently  clothed  with  new  expref- 
u  lions. 

3.  A  new  fong  to  the  gentile  world,  which  had 
been  us’d  to  worfhip  idols  and  heroes :  and  new  to 
the  jewifh  converts  who  had  been  us’d  to  worfhip 
in  lefs  fpiritual  manner.  When  the  Gentiles  were 
called  into  the  church,  how  new  were  the  fongs 
of  Sion  to  them?  And  when  the  church  was  en¬ 
larg’d  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  how  new  was 
it  to  the  Jews  to  ling  with  people  of  every  lan¬ 
guage  and  tongue  ?  O  fing  a  new  fong ,  fays  David. 
fmg  to  the  Lord  all  the  earthy  declare  his  glory  among 
the  heathen ,  his  wonders  among  all  people^  Pfal  xcvi. 
init.  Sing  a  new  fong  (fays  Ifaiah )  and  his  praifc 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth  !  Te  that  go  down  to  the 
fea ,  and  all  that  is  therein  >  with  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ifles  !  let  them  there  give  glory  and  declare  his 
praife. 

4.  A  fong  new  to  heaven  it  felf:  new  to  the 
angels  of  God  above,  after  they  have  been  fo  long 
bowing  their  faces  to,  and  looking  intently  on  the 
mercy-feat.  They  would  (till  fee  further  into  the 
jmyltery  of  our  redemption  j  and  the  further  they 
ice  into  it,  the  more  they  fing  of  it ;  Glory  to  God 
in  the  higheft .  Eph.  iii.  r>5  10.  Unto  the  principa¬ 
lities  and  powers  in  the  heavenly  places ,  is  known  by 
the  church ,  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God. 

'  f .  It  is  a  new  fang,  for  it  will  be  always  new, 
new  evermore ,  in  the  church  on  earth,  and  in  the 
church  in  heaven.  It  is  the  newer  to  holy  forils, 
the  more  it  is  fung.  If  there  were  any  end  of  it, 
my  wearinefs  in  it,  it  would  not  be  {till  new*  it 
would  wax  old  and  vanifh  away.  But  the  new 
fong  to  the  Lamb  never  ceafes,  nor  will  ever  tire, 
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but  always  renew,  refrefh,  and  give  new  vigour  to 
holy  fouls,  through  all  generations  here,  and  to  e- 
ternal  ages  hereafter. 

Two  things  make  the  fong  for  ever  new,  the  im¬ 
menfe  and  endlefs  glories  of  him  they  fing,  and  the 
enlarged  views  of  him  by  finging  to  him. 

x.  The  fong  unto  the  Lamb  is  ever  new,  be- 
caufe  of  his  immenfe  glories  and  infinite  benefits. 
No  fongs  of  praife  can  ever  reach  the  fubject,  and 
much  lefs  exhauft  it.  He  is  exalted  above  all  blef- 
fing.  Repeat  the  fong  with  a  growing  devotion 
through  the  ages  of  eternity,  and  it  is  yet  the  fame. 
It  is  high  and  boundlefs  as  heaven.  — —  If  our  Sa¬ 
viour  were  not  the  infinite  God,  the  fongs  of  our 
adoration  to  him  would  not  be  everlaftingly  new 
to  us.  A  finite  object  would  be  foon  exhaulted, 
but  he  that  is  God  over  all,  is  therefore  blejfed  for 
ever.  The  blejjing,  glory  and  honour  is  as  new  in 
the  afeription  of  it  ten  thoufand  ages  hence,  as  it 
is  to  day  3  and  when  we  know  a  thoufand  times 
more  of  him  than  we  do  now,  and  can  praife  him 
a  thoufand  times  more  and  better,  it  will  be  new 
to  us  ftill,  bccaufe  his  praifes  are  infinite,  and  his 
glories  endure  for  ever.  So  that  had  we  the 
tongue  of  men  and  angels,  the  minds  as  well  as 
voice  of  feraphims ,  yet  the  glories  of  our  Saviour 
would  remain  eternally,  ineffable,  and  incompre- 
henfible  to  us.  The  infinity  and  eternity  of  the 
Godhead  draws  after  it  the  eternal,  inceflant,  in- 
creafi'ng  praifes  and  adorations  of  all  created  intel¬ 
lectual  beings.  So  then  the  fubject  of  the  new 
fong  being  immenfe  in  glory,  the  more  perfect 
the  fong  is,  the  newer  it  mult  ftill  be.  There's 
room  for  ever  for  new  fongs,  new  light,  new  de¬ 
lights  in  finging  to  him  and  of  him. 

2.  The  fong  muft  be  ever  new,  becaufe  the  foul 
will  be  for  ever  enlarging  its  views  of  the  Redeem- 
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er’s  glory,  which  will  produce  new  degrees  of  ad¬ 
miration,  love  and  joy  for  ever  and  ever. 

This  is  the  glory  of  an  infinite  object,  and  this 
the  felicity  of  faints  in  their  adorations  of  him* 
that  there  is  a  place  found  for  infinite  improve¬ 
ments  and  advancements  in  knowledge,  in  wonder 
and  extafy.  It  is  fo  with  the  fpirits  of  the  juft  in 
th  is  life*  his  path  Jhines  more  and  more  unto  the  per- 
fett  day  *  and  when  that  day  breaks,  it  will  be  ftill 
fo  *  for  the  eternal  day  there  is  no  noon,  no  meri¬ 
dian^  no  point  in  that  firmament  of  glory  where 
the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  is  at  his  full  and  utmoft 
height,  or  where  it  mud  flop  its  courfe,  or  feetn 
to  decline:  No,  the  Lamb  is  the  light  of  heaven, 
and  there  fhall  be  no  night  *  and  becaufe  no  night, 
therefore  neither  any  noon\  but  the  infinite  light 
fhines  brighter  and  brighter  into  the  blefled  fpirits 
there,  as  they  are  able  to  receive  the  fame.  And 
worfoip  being  the  grand  medium  by  which  the  ho¬ 
ly  minds  above  do  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
high  and  holy  one ,  the  worfhip  muft  be  for  ever 
pew.  The  more  they  know  of  God,  the  more 
God  manifefls  and  communicates  of  himfelf  unto 
them,  and  the  more  they  worfhip.  And  again, 
the  more  they  worfhip,  the  more  they  fee  and 
know,  the  more  they  love  and  rejoice  in  God.  So 
that  every  new  a£t  of  worfhip  is  it  felf  new  to  the 
foul,  and  renewing  to  it.  And  thus  the  fongs  of 
the  blefled  are  eternally  new  to  them,  and  the  lon¬ 
ger  they  ling,  they  love  their  fong  more  and  more. 
Thus  it  properly  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ever  mull 
be  a  new  fong  to  the  fouls  of  faints. 

*  t 

r "  >  > 

I  come  now  to  make  fome  improvement  of  the 
foregoing  Meditation  :  And  firft 

1.  Let  it  honour  to  us  the  ordinance  of  ftnging 
in  the  chriftian  church,  and  fatisfy  us  in  point  of 

the 
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the  obligation  that  is  upon  us  now  under  the  new 
tejlament  to  fing  praifes  to  Chrifi :  and  let  us  be  ex¬ 
cited  to  a  due  caie  that  we  do  it  in  a  worthy  man¬ 
ner.  1 

You  fee  that  the  new  fong  is  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Chriftian  Church  and  lhall  we  not  find  a  mouth 
and  heart  to  fing  unto  Chrifi  and  of  him  ?  and  do 
it  with  that  reverence,  affedhion  and  delight,  that 
pr  rftration  of  foul  before  the  Throne,  which  our 
context  reprefents  to  us.  In  finging  our  fcripture 
pfalms  with  an  undemanding  and  affedtion  beco¬ 
ming  the  Gofpel,  we  are  finging  the  new  fong 
irom  one  Lord’s  day  to  another.  It  may  be  we  do 
not  enough  apprehend  and  confider  this,  or  we 
fit  old  do  it  better.  Let  my  text  be  fulfilled  by  us 
'  ,;J  in  us,  from  day  to  day.  We  fing  oftner  of 
-  hnft  in  David's  pfalms,  than  many  are  aware  of. 
i-et  ns  diredt  and  raifejour  hearts  unto  our  Saviour 
in  this  duty,  and  bring  the  belt  frame  and  ferven¬ 
cy  before  him. 

Is  it  the  new  fong  we  fing  ?  Let  it  humble,  re¬ 
prove,  and  lhame  us,  that  we  do  it  no  better  from 
time  to  time.  How  negligently,  coldly  and  indif¬ 
ferently  do  we  too  often  perform  this  duty  ?  in 
what  formality,  with  how  little  folemnity,  and 
f  unetimes  irreverently  ?  Compare  the  elders  falling 
before  the  throne ,  and  cafiing  their  crowns,  with 
our  poor  manner  of  finging !  How  few  do  indeed 
feem  to  bear  a  part  in  the  vifion  before  us!  Does 
it  (peak  of  our  worfhip,  and  is  it  to  be  fulfilled  in 
ust  how  folemn  fhould  our  hearts  be  in  the  duty, 
and  in  what  heavenly  frames  fhould  we  be  before 
the  throne?  Yea,  how  dreadful  is  this  place !  it  is 
no  other  than  the  gate  of  heaven. 

And  why  fhould  any  be  againfi  the  ordinance  of 
finging  in  Gofpel-days  ?  The  time  is  peculiarly  fur 
it }  the  new  Jong  is  prepar'd  for  thefe  days  of  the 
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Son  of  man.  He  came  into  our  world  with  the 
fongs  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  and  he  went  up  from 
attended  with  their  fhouts  and  acclamations. 

Is  this  faculty  of  man  loft  under  the  new  tefia- 
ment?  or  is  it  not  the  time  for  holy  joy,  thanks¬ 
giving  and  praife?  Is  there  not  more  light,  matter 
and  reafon,  for  thefe  heavenly  fervices,  than  there 
was  under  the  old  tejlament  ?  Is  there  no  fpiritua- 
lity  in  this  exercife  ?  Have  not  the  devout  wor¬ 
shippers  of  God  .experienced  that  abundantly  ? 
Has  not  Chrift  held  communion  with  his  people  in 
ftnging?  and  given  them  views  of  his  glory  and 
taftes  of  his  love  in  it?  Has  not  the  glory  of'  the 
Lord  more  than  once  filled  his  houfe,  when  his  wor¬ 
shippers  have  with  one  voice  joined  to  praife  him? 
Was  it  not  own’d  by  Heaven  at  the  reformation 
from  popery?  unto  which  the  finging  of  pfalms  did 
vaftly  contribute  j  as  our  Hiftorians  have  obferved. 
Is  not  the  edification  and  comfort  of  faints  con¬ 
sulted  and  promoted  by  this  ordinance?  Is  ic  not 
infinite d ,  appointed  and  required?  Let  me  only 
point  to  a  few  places  *  out  of  many  $  and  add  — 
That  when  praying  and  preaching  are  like  to  ceale, 
as  in  a  little  time  they  will,  finging  (like  the  grace 
of  love )  Shall  never  fail ;  but  enter  into  the  trium¬ 
phant  ftate,  and  there  be  perfe&ed,  for  which  it 
is  defign’d  and  calculated. 

Indeed  the  greateft  objection  againft  our  Pfalmo- 
dy  in  worfhip,  is  our  ill  performance  of  it.  Do 
we  fing  as  becomes  the  new  fong?  worthy  of  the 
exalted  Lamb  and  his  high  throne?  and  as  becomes 
the  name  of  elders  about  it  ?  Do  we  fing  with  our 
fouls  and  all  that  is  within  us  ?  do  we  bring  new 

*  Col.  iii.  1 6.  Jam.  v.  3.  1  Cor.  xiv.  15,  26.  Pfal.  lxvi.  1, 
2,  Ixvii,  2,  3.,  Ixviii,  32,  cxxxviii.  4,  lix-  16. 
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hearts  to  the  work  ?  do  we  find  new  pleafure  in  it* 
and  profit  from  it  ? 

Let  this  be  our  care,  that  we  fing  aright  and  a- 
loud.  May  the  fpirit  of  the  fongbe  in  us,  to  di- 
reft  and  enlarge  our  hearts  in  the  duty.  Let  us 
ever  keep  him  in  our  eye,  of  whom  and  unto 
whom  we  fing.  Let  us  confider  what  our  ilation 
in  the  church,  our  advantages,  our  bonds  and  pro- 
feffions,  demand  of  us.  Let  us  fee  to  it  that  we 
fing  the  Lord’s  fongs  in  a  gracious  manner5  with 
grace  in  our  hearts,  fo  as  to  make  melody  to  the 
Lord. 

2.  Let  us  lee  the  excellency  and  glory  of  Chrift 
our  Redeemer.  He  of  whom  faints  and  angels  fing 
for  ever  5  are  never  weary  in  it,  and  never  ceafe 
from  it*  but  find  an  everlafting  improvement  and 
blifs  in  it. 

1.  We  rnuft  needs  infer  the  Godhead  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  from  thcfc  blifsful  adorations  of  him.  The 
objcd  of  fuch  worfhip  mu  ft  be  God.  If  to  fing 
of  him  be  new  for  ever,  it  is  becaufe  he  is  infinite, 
eternal,  unchangeable  in  perfeftion  and  glory.  Wif- 
dom  and  ftrength,  riches  and  honour,  and  bleffing 
and  thankfgiving,  are  his  for  ever  and  ever.  The 
elders  fall  down *  that  is  bodily  worfhip.  At  the 
name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow.  It  is  his  e- 
ternal  Godhead  that  requires  this  from  us,  and  jus¬ 
tifies  us  in  it.  He  is  fufficient  to  receive  our  ado¬ 
rations,  and  to  yield  us  blefiednefs.  The  fong  is 
ever  new  bccaufe  he  is  God . 

2.  O  the  aftonifhing  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus ,  to 
fuflfer  and  die  as  he  has  done  for  us.  This  is  the 
great  thing  in  the  new  fong,  the  wonder  in  our 
redemption  :  for  thou  wafi  Jlainy  and  haft  redeemed 
id  unto  God  by  thy  blood « 
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O  how  little  a  portion  do  we  apprehend  of  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  in  his  eternal  generation,  and  in 
his  myfterious  incarnation,  fufferings  and  death  ! 
How  little  therefore  can  we  prepare  and  utter  a 
fong  of  praife  meet  for  his  acceptance?  How  lit¬ 
tle  worthy  of  him  is  our  higheft  admiration,  our 
bed  love,  efteem  and  defire?  how  much  do  all  our 
thankfgivings  and  bleflings  fall  below  him?  to  whom 
be  glory  in  the  higheft ,  for  ever  and  ever. 

3.  The  third  ufe  filall  be  dire&ed  to  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  and  impenitent ,  to  the  wicked  and  ungodly, 
to  the  unholy  and  profane;  fecretly  or  openly  fo. 
I.  To  admonijh  them.  2.  To  expoftulate  with  them, 
3.  To  counfel  and  direct  them. 

t.  To  admonijh  them ;  in  two  words:  1.  You 
bear  no  part  in  the  new  fong  on  earth,  z.  You 
are  never  like  to  come  to  fing  it  in  heaven . 

1.  You  bear  no  part  in  the  new  fong  on  earth. 
You  may  have  your  voice  in  it  in  the  aflemblies  of 
Zion ,  but  you  have  no  heart  or  pleafure  therein. 
Your  fpirit  is  not  one  with  the  elders  when  they 
fing.  Your  vain  and  empty  voice  may  pofiibly  be 
lift  on  high ,  and  drown  your  more  gracious  bro¬ 
thers;  but  it  is  only  the  hollow  found  of  a  tube  j 
a  founding  brafs ,  and  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  new  fong  is  not  your  love  and 
joy:  Chrift  is  not  glorious  in  your  eyes.  His  law, 
his  covenant,  his  benefits  and  promifes,  do  not 
move  and  raife  your  fouls.  You  are  ready  to  fay 
to  the  weeping  or  finging  church,  What  is  thy  be - 
loved ,  that  thou  art  thus  moved  ? 

The  company  that  here  fing,  are  not  the  com-*' 
munion  that  thou  delighted  in.  The  frames 
wherewith  they  fing,  thou  art  aftranger  to.  The 
fervice  therefore  may  be  to  you  infipid,  and  a  *wea- 
rinefs.  Your  fenfual  heart  (its  likely)  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  pleas’d  with  an  obfeene  fong,  or  a  drunken 
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catch.  Or  the  beft  fong  to  thy  earthly  mind 
would  be  that  of  the  harvefl,  when  their  corn ,  and 
wine,  and  oil  increafes.  But  to  fing  of  God,  and 
heaven,  and  holinefs ,  and  of  redeeming  love  and 
wifdom,  are  things  unknown  and  unus’d  by  thee 
and  to  which  thy  carnal  heart  is  enmity.  And 
though  it  is  to  be  hop’d  that  you  will  not  fay  of 
them,  as  the  unclean  fpir.it  did  to  Chriff,  IV hat 
have  I  to  do  with  thee ,  thou  holy  One  ?  yet  God  and 
thy  own  conscience  may  (iiy  to  thee,  What-  haft 
thou  to  do  with  thefe  things?  Let  the  wicked  man 
know,  that  he  has  never  yet  once  prais’d  Chrifta- 
mong  his  worfhippers,  though  he  may  have  often 
come  up  to  werihip. 

z.  Without  deep  repentance  and  found  conver- 
fion  you  will  never  come  to  fing  the  new  fong  in 
heaven.  He  that  has  no  fellowfhip  with  faints  here, 
will  never  be  among  them  hereafter.  Whatever 
a  wicked  man’s  place  and  profeffion  be  in  the 
church  below,  lie  will  find  no  name  or  place  in 
that  above.  As  Cain  was  fent  away  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord ,  and  from  his  worjhippers,  fo  e- 
very  one  that  dies  in  unbelief,  profanenefs  and  im¬ 
penitence,  muft  be  an  excommunicate,  an  outcaft, 
an  exile  from  Chrifi  for  ever,  and  from  the  [pints 
of  the  juft  made  perfect,  and  from  their  holy  wor- 
jhip.  And  if  this  punifhment  of  lofs  were  all,  the 
wretched  foul  might  juftly  cry  out  and  fay.  My - 
puniftment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear,  for  from  thy 
face  fhall  l  be  hid.  But  the  direful  and  infeparable 
consequent  of  this  lofs  is,  the  anguifhes  and  w ail¬ 
s' ms  of  hell  for  ever.  O  the  cries  of  torment  that 

o  •  / 

abide  him  for  ever,  that  refufes  a  part  now  in  the 
new  fong  of  the  Lamb  !■  In  hell  he  will  lift  up  his 
cyrrS)  and  his  roaring -y  there  he  will  rage  and  gnafji 
with  his  teeth,  will  bite  his  tongue,  and  curfe  and 
blaspheme  for  ever  and  ever 5  while  the  redeemed 
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pf  thi  Lamb  will  be  for  ever  ftnging  around  his 
throne . — -  Of  thy  poor  foul  it  fhall  be  written,  as 
it  is  of  Babylon  in  the  day  of  her  fall,  And  the  voice 
of  joy  Jhall  be  heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee. 

z.  Let  me  therefore  expoflulate  with  the  wicked 
man,  and  affectionately  argue  with  him  5  why 
fhould  you  be  an  outcaft  from  the  people  and 
church  of  God  ?  why  fhould  you  bear  no  part  in 
their  fongs  here?  why  remain  a  ftranger  to  their 
peace  and  comforts?  why  fhould  you  go  without 
a  (hare  hereafter  in  the  work  and  joys  of  heaven? 
that  futnefs  of  eternal  joy!  O  why  fhould  you 
vilely  throw  away  your  life,  and  foul,  and  immor¬ 
tality  !  the  life  that  now  is  in  vanity  and  wiefeed- 
nefs,  to  pafs  the  life  to  come  in  extreme  and  eter¬ 
nal  foi  row  !  why  -fhould  you  lofe  the  only  true  and 
folid  comfort  of  the  prefent  life,  and  the  infinite 
bleflednefles  of  that  to  come  !  why  fhould  God 
and  his  people  be  renounced  by  you,  and  your  foul 
cut  off*  from  them,  as  to  both  worlds !  why  fhould 
you  abandon  God,  and  all  that’s  good  and  holy  for 
ever  and  ever!  why  abandon  your  felf  to  all  evil 
and  mifery  for  time  and  eternity  !  Why  fhould 
Cain* s  impious  folly  be  repeated  by  you  at  this  time 
of  the  day,  (I  mean  of  the  world)  and  after  a  pro- 
fule  aft  of  worfhip,  rejefted  of  God,  his  ghaftly 
melancholy  and  fadnefs  be  gone  into  here  *,  the  fear¬ 
ful  prologue  of  everlafting  darknefs  and  grief,  la - 
mentation ,  and  mourning,  and  woe!  This  is  the 
portion  of  a  wicked  man  from  God,  and  the  heri¬ 
tage  of  the  profane  (inner  or  formal  profeffor  from 
the  Almighty .  Wherefore 

3.  Suffer  the  word  of  exhortation ,  and  let  my 
counfel  be  acceptable  to  thee  *  come  into  the  life 
of  faith  and  worfjip ,  of  godlincfs  and  devotion,  in 
fecret  and  in  publicity  into  the  fpirit  and  fellow¬ 
ship  of  faints  5  into  their  fecret  walk  before  God, 

CL  q  2,  and 
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and  into  their  uprightnefs;  into  their  church-ftate 
and  vifible  profefiion  and  communion,  and  into 
their  holy  life  and  godly  converfation  in  Chrifl. 

Come,  join  thy  felf  to  the  Lord  and  to  his  peo¬ 
ple}  you  can’t  chuie  a  better  way,  better  work 
or  better  company.  Come,  fing  with  them  in  the 
•ways  of  the  Lord.  Why  ihould  you  turn afide  with 
the  workers  of  iniquity  ?  The  way  of  fin  is  forrow- 

fuh  ways  of  holinefs  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs 
and  all  its  paths  are  peace. 

Wherefore,  O  finful  foul,  eftranged  from  God 
and  from  his  worfhip !  turn  and  feek  to  the  Lord 
with  mourning,  weeping  and  fupplication !  Seek 
of  God  a  new  heart ,  feek  converting  grace :  get  the 
experience  of  a  deep  repentance,  and  of  the  work 
of  faith  with  power.  For  this  is  the  work  of  God. 
that  you  believe  in  him  whom  God  hath  fent ,  hasrai- 
fed  and  exalted  to  his  own  right  hand.  Set  to  the 
holy  exercifes  of  religion  in  fecret  and  in  publick, 
imploring  the  effectual  aids  and  relying  on  the  pow¬ 
erful  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Beg  of  him 
to  make  you  look  unto  him  who  was  pierced ,  with 
holy  mourning  and  bitternefs  to  be  in  you  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  grace  and  of  fupplication ,  and  help  you  to 
pray,  believing  and  repenting. 

Thus  be  found  in  the  way  of  fan&ification  and 
peace,  that  you  may  obtain  the  joy  of  a  fan&ified 
heart,  and  of  a  pardoned  ftate,  and  your  tongue 
may  fing  aloud  of  God's  righteoufnefs. 

Abandon  thofe  ways,  that  company  and  thofe 
cuftoms  which  are  oppofite  to  the  life  of  godli- 
nefs  and  devotion,  which  grieve  and  quench  the  ho¬ 
ly  Spirit ;  and  beg  of  God  to  fire  your  heart,  and 
enlarge  it  in  every  way  of  a  blefled  communion 
with  him,  and  of  fellowfhip  with  his  faints. 

Beg  of  him  to  fill  you  with  thofe  admiring 
views  of  Chrift. ,  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  ftate, 

of 
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pf  his  love  and  grace  to  periling  Gnners,  as  may 
infpire  your  foul  with  love  and  joy,  and  praife  un¬ 
speakable  and  full  of  glory .  You  tnuft  get  a  faving 
knowledge  of  him  and  acquaintance  with  him, 
your  heart  united  to  him  and  engaged  for  him,  and 
then  you  will  be  able  to  fing  to  'him,  and  pf  him, 
as  your  Lord  and  your  King,  your  friend  and  be¬ 
loved. 

Be  invited  therefore  to  come  into  his  Church ,  his 
fervice  and  fellowfhip,  to  which  you  are  called  by 
the  Gofpel.  It  is  a  chearful  as  well  as  ferious  Hate. 
The  way  of  fin  is  dark  and  gloomy ,  and  leads  to 
everlafting  darknefs:  In  the  midft  of  the  fongs  of 
the  wicked  the  heart  is  forrovoful ,  or  fhould  be  fo; 
for  the  end  of  their  mirth  is  heavinefs:  But  the 
ways  of  religion  are  grave  and  folemn,  but  full  of 
pleafantnefs ;  affording  folid  peace  and  heavenly 
joys,  which  will  grow  as  long  as  we  continue  in 
them  here,  and  which  are  perk&ed  in  the  fulnefs , 
and  rivers  of  pie  a  fur  e  at  God's  right  hand  for  ever . 

4.  I  come  to  apply  the  do£trine  to  the  godly  in 
Chrijl  Jefus :  To  them  whofe  hearts  delire  and 
prayer  and  endeavour  it  is  to  be  found  among  his 
fincere  worfhippersj  to  them  who  are  the  circum - 
cifion  in  Gofpel-days,  who  worfoip  God  in  the  f pint 
and  rejoice  in  Chrijl  Jefus :  i .  A  word  of  comfort , 
2.  of  quickening . 

1.  Be  comforted ,  O  believer  in  Jefus !  Your  Re¬ 
deemer  in  the  heavens  is  mighty ,  has  all  power  and 
glory  there,  and  receives  the  adorations  of  Angels 
above  as  well  as  yours  on  earth.  You  fhould  be 
joyful  in  glory  and  fing  aloud  of  his  glory  and  grace. 
He  permits  you,  he  accepts  you,  and  is  pleated  at 
your  voice.  You  can  fing  of  him,  he  has  taught 
and  inftru&ed  you  to  do  it,  and  he  will  help  you. 
It  is  he  that  has  given  you  an  under  funding  and  an 
heart  to  do  it,  and  he  will  accept  of  his  oven  from 
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thee.  You  have  lung  his  praifes,  and  w/T/fing  un¬ 
to  his  name  as  long  as  you  live,  and  Jhall  fing  for 
ever  in  his  prefence  above.  The  praifes  el  his 
ho ufe  have  been  pleafant  and  profitable  to  you,  and 
are  like  to  be  more  fo  if  your  heart  be  perfeft  with 
him.  Never  forget  what  you  have  feen  of  his  glo¬ 
ry  in  the  fanftuary ,  and  itill  go  to  him  there  as 
your  exceeding  joy .  He  comes  down  to  hear  your 
fongs,  and  he  difdains  not  the  Hofanna's  of  children 
in  his  exalted  ftate. 

1.  Are  you  in  outward  troubles  and  affittions? 
fing  on  under  them.  He  that  has  a  Saviour  to  fing 
of,  and  to  fing  to ,  can  never  be  comfortlefs.  Were 
you  in  prifon  and  in  the  flocks  with  Paul  and  Silas  ^ 
you  fhould  fing  there >  and  expe£fc  the  vifits  of  his 
grace  and  of  his  AngeU. 

Are  you  in  mourning  over  your  dead?  whether 
your  dead  babes  whom  you  have  given  to  Chrift, 
or  relatives  at  age  of  whom  you  hope  that  they  are 
dead  in  him  $  there  are  Jongs  for  the  heavy  heart  in 
either  cafe,  which  grace  forbids  them  to  refufe. 
The  dead  in  Chrift  are  gone  to  fing  the  new  fongi or 
ever,  and ’t is  a  pleafure  to  think  of  them  that  are 
about  his  throne ,  praifing  him  in  a  far  more  perfect 
manner  than  we  art*  able. 

The  mouth  of  the  dead  babe  that  was  dumb  here, 
and  never  uttered  ought  but  mournful  cries  ^  is 
opened  in  heaven,  and  filled  with  Hof  annals  to  the 
[on  of  David  for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  lat q  aged 
trembling  lips,  which  were pajl  finging (th edaugh- 
ters  of  mufick  being  brought  low  and  laid  in  the  grave 
as  it  were,  many  years  before  the  death  of  the  bo¬ 
dy)  fhal!  revive,  renew  their  youth  and  ftrength, 
and  (bout  forth  everlafting  praifes. 

2.  Arc  you  in  fpiritual  darknefs  and  d if  refs ,  your 
fouls  difquieted  within  you  and  cafl  dozen  ?  the  fongs 
of  Zion  'mu ft  yet  be  fung  by  thee,  to  deliver  thee 

from 
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from  the  fpirit  of  deje&ion,  and  to  invite  the  Cork- 
farter  to  return  to  thy  poor  foul  and  fhine  upon  it. 
See  the  Pfalm  of  Neman  for  that  5  Pfal  lxxxviii. 
and  the  prayer  of  the  over-whelmed* >  Pfal  cii. 

Chrift  fang  an  hymn  before  he  entered  into  the 
garden  of  defertion  and  agony,  that  hour  of  the 
power  of  darknefs:  And  David  has  recorded  in  a 
Pfalm  of  praife  and  prayer,  how  God  brought  tip 
his  waiting  foul  from  the  horrible  pit ,  and  from  the 
miry  clay ,  and  put  a  new  fang  into  bis  mouth ,  by 
which  many  fhould  be  helped  to  trujl  in  the  Lord. 

5.  When  your  lips  come  to  fault er  in  deaths  as  in 
a  little  time  they  will  5  when  your  breath  fhortens 
and  words  die  upon  your  tongue,  or  are  drawn  out 
into  fyllables  through  weaknefs  and  faintnefs  and 
want  of  breath  j  O  then  remember  the  new  fong , 
and  think  of  going  to  fing  it  with  Saints  in  glory  ! 

When  death  comes  to  fetch  away  the  fpirit  of  a 
fincere  worfhiper  of  Jefus ,  he  may  fing  in  the  val¬ 
ley  and  lhadow  of  it,  and  fay,  1  will  fear  no  evil \ 
for  thou  art  with  me  \  thy  rod  and  thy  faff  they  com¬ 
fort  me .  He  may  ling  and  fay,  For  me  to  live  is 
Chrift ,  and  to  die  is  gain  >  to  depart  and  be  with  him 
is  heft  of  all.  Sing  of  him  now,  and  you  may  fee 
him  when  you  come  to  die  as  Stephen  did,  and 
prayed,  Lord  Jefus  receive  my  fpirit.  With  an 
AngeTs  face  you  may  die,  comforting  your  felf  and 
all  about  you*  w  I  am  going  to  Chrift  to  his  pre- 
u  fence  and  throne  *  to  be  made  perfeft  in  know- 
u  ledge,  in  holinefs  and  devotion  5  to  be  as  the 
Angels ,  and  to  fing  with  them  in  raptures  of  joy  ; 
to  fin  no  more,  and  forrow  no  more,  but  to  adore 
u  and  praife  redeeming  love  and  mercy,  and  to  fee 

and  ferve  my  Saviour  for  ever  and  ever.”—— This 

is.  the  comfort  and  joy  of  the  new  fong  to  the  godly 
in  Chrift . 
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1.  Let  them  be  quickened  by  all  that  has  been 
laid  m  walking  more  humbly  and  clofely  with  their 

God  and  Saviour -y  living  to  him  and  praifing  him 
all  their  days.  * 

Adore  creating  power  and  goodnefs  and  wifdom 
which  has  formed  thee  for  his  praife.  Blefs  God 
thy  Maker  who  has  given  thee  an  ear  and  tongue 
wonderfully  framed  herefor,  as  thy  foul  knoweth 
light  welU  Praife  him  for  thy  harmonious  and  im» 
mortal  foul^  tuned  for  the  blifsful  and  eternal  work 
of  heaven.  See  him  in  works  which  be  has  made, 
and  ling  among  the  ?norning  Jlars  for  ever.  See 
him  in  his  IVl ord ,  and  praife  it  in  all  his  name.  Live 
with  his  Saints  in  hi s  temple  here,  and  live  with 
Angels  in  his  prefence  for  evermore. 

O  think  how  poorly  thou  haft  hitherto  praifed 
God  5  and  be  humbled,  be  afhamed  for  it.  Labour 
to  do  it  better  before  you  die.  Stir  up  thy  felf, 
and  awake  up  thy  glory .  Awake  Deborah ,  awake , 
awake!  Anfe  Barak ,  and  utter  a fong!  A  fong  of 
love  and  praife ,  a  fong  of  victory  and  triumph  3  to 
him  who  has  led  captivity  captive. 

Let  thefe  holy  exercifes  be  ever  new  to  thee* 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  from  day  to  day.  Re¬ 
joice  in  the  Lord  evermore .  In  every  thing  give 
thanks.  Confecrate  thy  mind  and  thoughts  to  God, 
thy  heart  and  thy  nffettions,  thy  tongue  and  voice* 
and  employ  them  all  continually  in  his  praife. 

Study  Chrifl  more.  Beg  daily  more  illumination 
m  the  knowledge  of  him.  Let  thy  heart  be  daily 
and  anew  enflamed  with  holy  love  to  him.  Prac- 
tife  more  and  more  the  heavenly  duty  of  praife, 
and  beg  divine  influence  in  it.  So  ripen  apace  for 
heaven  3  keeping  its  works  and  pleafures  ever  in  thy 
mind,  and  anticipate  the  joy  in  thy  prefent  devo« 
lions. 
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&  the  Fathers  before  the  Rood  were  laved  by  it,  even  as,  &<t, 
p.  30  1.  4. r.  Heb.  ii.  1 6.  p.  *6.1.  6.  r.  aceufed.  p  4a.!. 
of  the  Salvation,  p.41. 1.  2*.  r.  are  fallen,  p.  45. 1.  4.  r* 
Redemption  thro*  Him.  p.  51. 1. 12.  r.  thefe.  p.  57- 1*  16*  rays*' 
y*59.1.  21.  r.  ofhto  1. 31.  r.  And  as.  p.  64.  i.9  r.  lay  itiiw  p.  6/; 
\ 1  ?.  r.  outrag’d;  p.  68. 1.  penult.  r.  mads.  p.  70. 1.  f .  r.  it  is.  1  3  U 
sr.  Woman,  p.  73  1.  7.  r.  his  conqueft.  1.  27.  r.ftrft  &  greateft.  p. 
90.  1  7  r.  theirSueeefs.  p  9?.  1.  27.  r.  they  are.  p.  104. 1. 2i.r.  of  hia£ 
p.  108.  1. 15.  r.  andfuffer’d.  1.  2r.  r.  in  this  Book.  p.  114. 1. 22.  r. 
Sikes  them.  1.  ult.x.lux  j  p.  u?.  I.7.  r.ye  Gods.  p.  117. 1. 26.  r. 
praife  him.  1.  21.  r.  thefa  Orbs.  p.  118.  1.  n.  r.  fhadow  of  the* 
3>.  x  19.  1.  20  r.  the  prefent.  p.  121. 1. 31.  r.  Scripture  fpeaks.  p* 
J23. 1.19,  r.  nor  IhiD.  p  224*  1.  23*  dtk  of  God.  1.  3?.lh*H  reft* 
jp.  i2?.  1.  26.  r  in  his.,  p.  118. 1.  2o.r.  my  text,  p.  127  1.  6.r* 
■will  nor.  p.  131. 1.3.  r.  is  the.  p.  133. 1.  10.  r.  glorious  Name'-' 
J,  13  dele  the.  p.  13?,  1. 33.  r.  but  his.  p.  147. 1. 13.  r.  p* 

151. 1.  11.  r.  to  fear.  p.  17?  1. 20.  r.  this  is  his.  p.  if?  1.  *o.  r.oq 
why.  p.  182. 1.  4.  r.  bhem.  p.  196.  1.  »/t.  r.  that  WorfhSp. 
aoL.  1. 1.  r.  into  the  world .  1. 4  jr«  and  eternal  life;  1.  30.  r.  un^ 
jighteoufnefs.  1.  36  r.  is  no  more.  p.  21?.  1.  34.  dtk  do.  p.2294 
d.  16  r.  hatha  ,  p.  13?,  1.  8  r,  they  are.  p.  237.  27.  r.  internal 
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